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For Eloyd Baldwin and

West View Park (1906–1977)
—M. R.




For Harper and Astrid, with love
—R. R.
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When Grandpa

was my age, he rode a roller coaster

one hundred times in a row.
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“My father’s company picnic was at Oceanside Park,” Grandpa
 tells me, as he shows me an old newspaper clipping. “All us kids
 got as many free tickets as we wanted, and I wanted a hundred!”




“The Rollercoaster Kid,” says the newspaper headline over a
 picture of Grandpa, eight years old. He’s standing in front of the
 big coaster, the Whipper. Except for his clothes, he looks just like
 me. We are just alike, except for one thing.

I don’t like coasters. All that dipping and zipping and flipping
 makes me throw up.

Not Grandpa.
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Every summer we visit Grandma and Grandpa in Oceanside.




We jump in the waves and find shells.




We feed the gulls and fly kites.
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