
How to Choose Motorcycle Luggage That's Right for You and Your Bike...

Saddlebags, Sissy Bar Bags, Tail Bags, Tank Bags 

By

Brian R. Salisbury

First Edition

Copyright © 2012

All Rights Reserved

*  *  *

For more information about motorcycle gear and riding, visit my website at...

www.motorcycle-gear-and-riding-info.com
Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1—How to Select the Right Saddlebags for You and Your Motorcycle

Chapter 2—How to Select the Right Sissy Bar Bag for You and Your Motorcycle

Chapter 3—How to Select the Right Tail Bag for You and Your Motorcycle

Chapter 4—How to Select the Right Tank Bag for You and Your Motorcycle

About the Author

Books by Brian R. Salisbury

Go here for more info about motorcycle gear and riding

Go here for the right luggage for you and your bike

#  #  #

Introduction

With the right motorcycle luggage—saddlebags, tail bag, tank bag or sissy bar bag—you can personalize your bike, increase your riding enjoyment and even extend your riding season.

The right luggage blends with your motorcycle while giving you a convenient way to carry the gear you need for yourself and for your bike.  The right luggage lets you ride prepared for routine situations and multi-day jaunts. 

How to Choose Motorcycle Luggage That's Right for You and Your Bike gives you reliable information you can use to determine which saddlebags, tail pack, tank bag or sissy bar bag does the best to...

	Complement your motorcycle...

	Give you trouble-free service...

	Make sure the gear you carry stays safe and dry...

	Fit your travel needs and the way you ride....

Just some of the useful info and solutions you'll find here include...

	Where to look first for motorcycle luggage...

	Features to consider when choosing motorcycle luggage...

	What size luggage best suites you and your motorcycle...

	Pros and cons of hard, soft and leather saddlebags...

	The best way to support a large sissy bar bag...

	The three tank bag attachment systems available to you...

	Two key facts to know about magnetic tank bags...

	Tail bag advantages and disadvantages...

And lots more...

Benefit from my many years and thousands of miles of motorcycle riding and equipment-evaluation experience.  Let me help you determine the right motorcycle luggage for you, your bike and the way you ride.

Get the information you need to zero-in on motorcycle luggage—saddlebags, tank bags, tail bags and sissy bar bags—that best suits your motorcycle, your personal needs and your riding style.

Also, at any point, you can Click Here to go directly to a great resource to find motorcycle luggage—saddlebags, sissy bar bags, tail packs and tank bags—that's right for you and your motorcycle.

#  #  #

Chapter 1—How to Select the Right Saddlebags for You and Your Motorcycle
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Whether you only need motorcycle saddlebags for long trips or you like to keep them on your bike all the time for the added convenience, you'll want them to... 

	Complement your motorcycle...

	Give you trouble-free service...

	Make sure your gear stays safe and dry...

Saddlebags come in many shapes, sizes and designs to carry all sorts of gear and to blend with your bike. 

Before you start sorting through the saddlebags available to you, give some thought to how and when you plan to use them... 

	Will you need saddlebags only for long trips?

	Will the saddlebags remain on your motorcycle all the time? 

	Will you need saddlebags to carry lots of gear or only a few essentials?

	Do you normally travel alone or with a passenger? 

Also, consider... 

	The type of bike you ride...

	Weather conditions in which you ride...

	How often you ride...

	Seasons in which you ride...

Three types of saddlebags to choose from... 

Whether you're looking for a way to carry your gear on long trips, short jaunts or during everyday riding, you have essentially three types of motorcycle saddlebag designs to choose from...

	Hard saddlebags...

	Soft saddlebags...

	Leather saddlebags...

Hard saddlebags...
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Hard saddlebags are similar in construction to rigid hand-carry luggage.  Most are made of tough molded plastics or fiberglass. 

You can also find very rugged and roomy hard bags made of aluminum or even stainless steel. Some hard saddlebags open like a suitcase and others open from the top—similar to this Givi Trekker stainless steel bag...
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You mount hard bags onto your motorcycle with permanently-attached metal or plastic brackets. 

While you can get hard bags from a number of suppliers, your best potential source of motorcycle luggage and mounting brackets designed specifically for your make and model is your bike's manufacturer.  That's where you should look first. 

Hard saddlebag advantages...
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	Security. When locked, hard bags stay on and protect your gear...

	Lots of Space. You can get bags with compartments and plenty of space to store jackets, half helmets and a laptop...

	Waterproof. Well-designed hard bags will keep your stuff dry...

	Convenience. They're easy for you to detach and carry...

	More convenience. You can leave hard bags attached to your motorcycle and use separate, custom-fitted fabric bags into which you pack your gear then drop into your saddlebags...no need to detach the saddlebags to lug your stuff into the motel room...

Hard saddlebag disadvantages...

	It might be tough to find bags that fit your motorcycle without modifying your bike or the saddlebags' mounting system...

	Hard bags can be very expensive...

Soft Saddlebags...
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Soft saddlebags are made of durable types of nylon, polyester and similar synthetic fibers.  They come in a wide variety of sizes and styles to suit your personal requirements as well as your motorcycle's design.  And they're made to keep their shape even when empty. 

The term "denier" stands for a unit of measure used to indicate the thickness, weight and durability of nylon and other fibers. The higher the denier number, the thicker and heavier the fiber. 

For example, you'll see soft motorcycle saddlebags made of 1000-denier Cordura, 1050-denier ballistic nylon and 1680-denier ballistic nylon. 

While some soft saddlebags are waterproof, the majority are—at best—water resistant. That's why most come with a slip-on rain cover or some other wet-weather protection. 

Soft saddle bags do not attach directly to your motorcycle with mounting brackets. They have a sturdy fabric yoke or dual straps running between the two bags that you place over or under your bike's seat.  Like these...
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Then—with most soft bag mounting systems—you tighten down the bags with Velcro straps and quick-release buckles to keep everything secure and in a place when riding. 

Your soft bags—if they attach close to your motorcycle's muffler(s)—should have appropriately placed heat shields to protect them from hot metal and hot exhaust fumes. 

Soft saddlebag advantages...

	Variety. Whatever kind of motorcycle you ride, you can be pretty sure you'll find a soft-bag system that fits its style and accommodates the up-swept exhaust pipes on many bikes...
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	Convenience. Soft bags are easy to pack and often have many handy pockets and compartments. And they're easy to attach and detach from your motorcycle...

	Cost. They can be more affordable than hard bags...

	Capacity. Soft bags come in many sizes and shapes to suit your needs. They're flexible and often have expandable panels to increase their capacity so you can pack lots of gear...

	Durability. The synthetic materials used to make soft bags are strong and take a beating...

Soft saddlebag disadvantages...

	Security. Soft bags may be easily removed or opened by the wrong people...

	Heat sensitivity. When a soft bag touches a hot muffler, the muffler will melt the bag's synthetic fabric.  If this happens when you're riding and you don't notice, the damage to the bag and its contents can be significant.  You could lose your stuff through a big burn hole or wind up with burned clothes.  Plus, the melted nylon will leave a nasty black stain on your muffler...

	Paint damage. Soft bags may damage paint where they touch your bike's fender or frame. You can prevent this by covering scratch-prone paint with duct tape.  You can also cover the offending saddlebag surface with a soft cloth or other soft material...

	Fender damage. It's important to position each saddlebag—especially when full—so neither bag presses too hard against your rear fender.  Excessive pressure could crack the fender or break a fragile body panel...

	Shifting position. Soft bags don't have hard mounting brackets, so they may shift due to over-packing or excessive weight differences between the two bags. Such shifting could cause a bag to rub dangerously against your bike's drive chain or rear tire...

Leather saddlebags...
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Leather saddlebags—the luggage of choice for most cruiser-style motorcycle riders—occupy a unique position between hard and soft saddlebags.

You can get them made of real leather and of weather resistant synthetic leather. Some have a thick leather yoke between the two bags that you put over or under your motorcycle seat. Other styles attach to your bike with rigid mounting brackets.

Features to look for if you're considering leather bags include...

	Lockable covers to protect your gear...

	Quick release buckles for easy access....

	Steel reinforcements inside that prevent the leather from sagging...

Leather saddlebag advantages...

	Variety for cruisers. Many leather bags like these...
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...go great with cruiser motorcycles.  You can find a wide verity of designs to suit that classic type of bike...

	Cost. They can be very affordable...

	Capacity. Leather bags come in many sizes to suit your needs...

Leather saddlebag disadvantages...

	Security. Some leather bags can be easily removed or cut open...

	Design limitations. Most leather bags are black and designed to look best on cruiser-style motorcycles...

	Wet weather susceptibility. While leather can be treated to make it rain resistant, it is still susceptible to extremely wet weather...

When making your final saddlebag selection, be sure...

	You can attach them easily to your motorcycle without lots of modifications to your bike or the saddlebags...

	They don't interfere with your mufflers, chain or wheel... 

	They give you the security you want...

	They give you the capacity you want...

	They make your motorcycle look good...

And once you attach your new saddlebags, pack up and take a trip.

[image: image]

#  # #

Chapter 2—How to Select the Right Sissy Bar Bag for You and Your Motorcycle
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Motorcycle sissy bar bags come in many practical sizes and combinations for you to choose from. 

Some smaller bags are intended to use alone and others are part of multi-bag luggage systems. 

Attaching your bag to a sissy bar...

No matter which style sissy bar bag you're considering, you must attach it to an appropriately-sized sissy bar or backrest.
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Does your motorcycle have one? If not, you'll need one. 

If you're considering a large bag, it's best to support it on a luggage rack while also attaching it to your bike's sissy bar.
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However, if you don't plan on carrying a passenger, you could rest a heavy bag on the back of your motorcycle's seat. 

Smaller bags fit most sissy bars or backrests without an issue. Attaching them is easy. 

You'd attach a larger bag with either its built-in bar pocket or strap/tie-on system. Both mounting systems often include adjustable Velcro straps and quick-release buckles. 

The pocket system lets you slide a pocket in the bag over your bike's sissy bar or backrest. With a strap system, you'd slide the sissy bar or backrest under straps in the bag then tighten them down.

The main message here is to make sure a larger bag or luggage system will fit okay onto your bike's sissy bar or backrest before you bring it home. 

Determine how you'll use this piece of motorcycle luggage...

	Will you need it only for long trips?

	Will the bag remain on your motorcycle all the time?

	Do you need a bag to carry lots of gear or only essentials?

	Do you travel alone or with a passenger who'd also use the bag?

Also, consider...

	The type of motorcycle you ride...

	Weather conditions in which you ride...

	How often you ride...

	Seasons in which you ride...

Check here first when looking for a sissy bar bag...

When considering any kind of motorcycle luggage—including a sissy bar bag—your best bet is to look first at your own bike manufacturer's products. 

Hard luggage is standard gear on serious touring motorcycles. And you can get luggage as an accessory for many other bikes. 

If your bike manufacturer provides a bag for a sissy bar that meets your needs and fits your budget, you can be sure it will also fit your bike and blend well with its design. 

You have many options when selecting a sissy bar bag...

Most bags of this type are made of hefty nylon, and many are made of synthetic leather. Both materials are tough, but nylon wins out on giving you good wear. 

However, a leather bag, like this one...
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...looks best on cruiser-style motorcycles.

Some sissy bar bag systems are made of a combination of synthetics and leather, like this one...
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Most bags are water resistant but not waterproof. So look for a bag equipped with a rain cover that will keep your gear dry when you're riding in wet weather.
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Your options regarding a sissy bar bag's capacity increase to the point where you can get a single bag or multi-bag system large enough to carry all your gear for an extended trip. 

Features to look for when evaluating your choices include...

	Internal dividers...

	External side pockets...

	Adjustable mounting straps and quick release buckles...

	Reflective webbing...

	Adjustable shoulder strap or handle for carrying after your ride...

	Rigid bottom plate to prevent sagging...

	Fail-safe heavy-duty zippers...

	Waterproof storm cover...

	Security features that keep the bag attached and your stuff safe...

Whether you need this type of bag mostly for extended trips or you plan to keep it on your motorcycle all the time, you'll want one that... 

	Gives you trouble-free service...

	Keeps your gear safe and dry...

	Looks good on your motorcycle...

	Works well with your motorcycle...

What size bag best suites you and your motorcycle?
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When deciding what bag will work best for you and your bike, first determine how much gear you expect to carry so you can look for a bag that suits your needs as well as your motorcycle's gear-carrying capabilities. 

When fully loaded, a sissy bar bag that's too heavy or rides too high can make your motorcycle unwieldy or difficult to steer.  It could cause your bike to tip over when parked.  

Also, the extra weight of a too-heavy bag may eventually break the sissy bar, luggage rack or even part of your bike's frame. 

Try to fit test your bag of choice on your own motorcycle before you buy it. Or work with a dealer that has a friendly return policy. 

Sissy bar bag advantages...

This type of motorcycle luggage...

	Makes it easy for you to get to your stuff...

	Doesn't interfere with your driving...

	Attaches away from your bike's muffler, wheel and chain...

	Keeps the weight of your gear over your bike's suspension...

	Comes in many sizes and designs to suit your needs...

Sissy bar bag disadvantages...

However, this type of luggage...

	Requires your motorcycle to have a sissy bar and/or luggage rack...

	Can be easily removed by the wrong person if not locked on...

	Can be easily opened by the wrong person if not locked shut...

	May interfere with your bike's handling if too heavy...

	Could crack your bike's luggage rack, sissy bar or frame if too heavy...

When you finally select a bag for your sissy bar, make sure it...

	Has the features and conveniences you want...

	Has the capacity you want...

	Is easy for you to attach and detach...

	Doesn't hinder you or your motorcycle...

	Makes your motorcycle look good...

And after you attach your new motorcycle sissy bar bag, step back and admire your intelligent choice. 

#  #  #

Chapter 3—How to Select the Right Tail Bag for You and Your Motorcycle
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A motorcycle tail bag—also called a tail pack—attaches with straps or bungee cords to your motorcycle's rear luggage rack or the rear portion of your bike's seat. 

Motorcycle tail bags come in many designs and sizes from small, simple cases to large, feature-filled pieces of cycle luggage. 

While you can use a tail bag by itself to carry and protect your gear, some bags are part of complete luggage systems that also include matching saddlebags and maybe a tank bag. 

Many motorcycle riders prefer using a compact tail bag—rather than a tank bag—because it sits out of your way when you're driving and it keeps the added weight of your gear close to your bike's rear suspension. 

You can quickly attach or remove a tail bag.  And you needn't move a tail bag aside when you gas-up as you must with a tank bag. 

However, many riders who carry lots of stuff will outfit their bike with both a tail bag and tank bag. 

How do you plan to use your tail bag? 
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	Will you need a tail bag only for long trips?

	Will the tail bag remain on your motorcycle all the time?

	Will your tail bag carry lots of gear or only the essentials?

	Do you travel alone or with a passenger who'd also use the tail bag?

Also, consider... 

	The type of motorcycle you ride...

	Weather conditions in which you ride...

	How often you ride...

	Seasons in which you ride...

Where you should check first when looking for a tail bag... 

When considering any kind of motorcycle luggage—including a tail bag—your best bet is to look first at your own bike manufacturer's products.
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Hard luggage—including a hard tail bag—is standard gear on serious touring motorcycles. And you can get luggage as an accessory for many other bikes. 

If your bike manufacturer's tail pack meets your needs and












	Gives you trouble-free service...

	Attaches firmly and doesn't move around... 

	Keeps your gear safe and dry...

	Looks good on your motorcycle...

	Works well with your motorcycle...









	They're easy to attach or remove and carry...

	They make it easy for you to get to your stuff...

	The bag sits out of your way and doesn't interfere with your driving...

	It attaches away from your bike's muffler or chain...

	It keeps the weight of your gear over your bike's suspension...

	They come in many sizes to suit your particular needs...

	Many designs are available to blend nicely with your motorcycle...


	Some are too easy for the wrong person to remove...

	They make it easy for the wrong person to get at your stuff...

	A bag that's too big will interfere with your bike's handling...

	A too-heavy bag could crack your luggage rack or your bike's frame...


	It gives you the features and conveniences you want...

	It gives you the capacity you want...

	You can attach and detach it quickly and easily...

	It doesn't interfere with you or with your motorcycle...

	It makes your motorcycle look good...
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