

The Gathering Storm

The Civil War may have begun in 1861, but its seeds were planted long before. From the earliest days of the United States, the North and South grew steadily apart. With a long growing season and large farms, the South focused on agriculture, growing raw materials such as cotton. Slave labor was primarily used to harvest the crops and maintain the farms or plantations.

With shorter growing seasons and a larger population, the North focused on manufacturing and producing finished products from the raw materials. Because some of the Northern states had outlawed slavery, most workers were paid.

The Union became increasingly divided between slave states and free states. Debates raged over whether new states would be free or slave and if the federal government should be the one to make this decision. For forty years, Congress made compromises on the slave status of each new state. With efforts to maintain an equal number, some new states joined the Union as free and some as slave.

Meanwhile, throughout the country people had their own opinions concerning the issue of slavery. Some identified themselves as abolitionists, or people who want to do away with slavery. One abolitionist, Harriet Beecher Stowe, wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin, a novel about the horrors of slavery. The novel became a best seller and raised awareness of life as a slave. However, it also created controversy; some argued that Stowe’s portrayal was inaccurate.

In 1859, two years before the beginning of the war, another abolitionist, John Brown, took a more violent approach. Brown and a small group of followers raided the town of Harpers Ferry, Virginia, in hopes of capturing weapons and starting a slave rebellion. During the raid six civilians were killed and nine held hostage. A national debate ensued over Brown’s actions. While most people agreed that the civilian deaths were horrible, some believed that Brown’s intentions were good. Slaveholders feared slave uprisings and hated any sort of approval of Brown’s mission. During his trial Brown famously stated, “I John Brown am now quite certain that the crimes of this guilty land will never be purged away; but with Blood.”

Abraham Lincoln won the presidency in 1860 with a promise to halt the expansion of slavery. The South saw this as intolerable. In the winter of 1860–1861, seven slave states, beginning with South Carolina, seceded from the Union and formed a new country, the Confederate States of America. Four more states followed that spring.

Secede: To withdraw from something.
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Make Your Own Civil War Map

Description: Tens of thousands of Civil War maps have been made since the war. Some of the best can be found on the Civil War Trust website, www.civilwar.org. Creating your own will allow you to better understand the geography of the war in a personal way. Use the outline of the map below to fill in the major cities, ports, railroads, mountains, rivers, etc., all of which helped to define where and when important battles occurred. For those of you with artistic abilities, draw your own map and enjoy the process of learning!
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Respond to a Letter from a Loved One

Description: If you had lived during the Civil War, it is probable that you would have sent a letter to a loved one in the field. In response, soldiers wrote as often as possible, using it as a time to reflect and connect with home.

The following letter was written to Sarah Ballou in Rhode Island from her husband, Sullivan, at Camp Clark in Washington, DC, on July 14, 1861. How would you respond if you were Sarah? If you were Sullivan’s son, what would you say to him in a letter? Write a response to Sullivan either as his wife or his son.




My very dear Sarah:

The indications are very strong that we shall move in a few days—perhaps tomorrow. Lest I should not be able to write you again, I feel impelled to write lines that may fall under your eye when I shall be no more.

Our movement may be one of a few days’ duration and full of pleasure—and it may be one of severe conflict and death to me. Not my will, but thine O God, be done. If it is necessary that I should fall on the battlefield for my country, I am ready. I have no misgivings about, or lack of confidence in, the cause in which I am engaged, and my courage does not halt or falter. I know how strongly American Civilization now leans upon the triumph of the Government, and how great a debt we owe to those who went before us through the blood and suffering of the Revolution. And I am willing—perfectly willing—to lay down all my joys in this life, to help maintain this Government, and to pay that debt.
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But, my dear wife, when I know that with my own joys I lay down nearly all of yours, and replace them in this life with cares and sorrows—when, after having eaten for long years the bitter fruit of orphanage myself, I must offer it as their only sustenance to my dear little children—is it weak or dishonorable, while the banner of my purpose floats calmly and proudly in the breeze, that my unbounded love for you, my darling wife and children, should struggle in fierce, though useless, contest with my love of country?

I cannot describe to you my feelings on this calm summer night, when two thousand men are sleeping around me, many of them enjoying the last, perhaps, before that of death—and I, suspicious that Death is creeping behind me with his fatal dart, am communing with God, my country, and thee …

But, O Sarah! If the dead can come back to this earth and flit unseen around those they loved, I shall always be near you; in the garish day and in the darkest night—amidst your happiest scenes and gloomiest hours—always, always; and if there be a soft breeze upon your cheek, it shall be my breath; or the cool air fans your throbbing temple, it shall be my spirit passing by. Sarah, do not mourn me dead; think I am gone and wait for thee, for we shall meet again.

As for my little boys, they will grow as I have done, and never know a father’s love and care. Little Willie is too young to remember me long, and my blue eyed Edgar will keep my frolics with him among the dimmest memories of his childhood. Sarah, I have unlimited confidence in your maternal care and your development of their characters. Tell my two mothers his and hers I call God’s blessing upon them. O Sarah, I wait for you there! Come to me, and lead thither my children.

—Sullivan
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Soldiers of the 41st Massachusetts writing letters home.


Ballou died a week later at the First Battle of Bull run. He was thirty-two.









Plan a Civil War Trip

Description: What is your favorite battlefield? Which battlefield would you visit if you could? Civil War battlefields can be found across the nation—from Florida to Arizona and from Minnesota to Pennsylvania. There are also many, many more Civil War sites in the form of houses, museums, cemeteries, and more. The Civil War Trust maintains an inclusive list of battlefields at www.civilwar.org/battlefields, or check out Google maps. Take the initiative, pick a battlefield, and plan out a trip. This trip can be a day trip to a local battlefield or a road trip to one farther away. Your parents will be impressed and you will be able to decide where to go and what to do.

Once you have decided where you want to go, investigate further to see what activities are offered. The National Park Service website (www.nps.gov/cwindepth) is a great place to start. Rangers usually take tours around the battlefield on a regular basis and the website often lists living history demonstrations as well. You can also check out local reenactment groups, local tourism bureaus, and the Civil War Trust’s events page to help plan out your trip agenda.
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Kids hiking Gettysburg National Military Park.
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Enter the Civil War Trust Postcard Contest

Description: How would you describe the outbreak of the Civil War and its importance today? How would you depict it in a drawing? Demonstrate your artistic and literary abilities by entering the Civil War Trust essay or postcard contests. With a different theme each year, this contest is designed to make you think about different aspects of the Civil War, such as battlefield preservation. Be creative, clear, and unique in your entry and you could win a cash prize and membership to the Civil War Trust. Winning essays are also featured in the Civil War Trust’s magazine, Hallowed Ground. Enter to win at www.civilwar.org/contests.
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Create your own postcard.



	[image: chpt_fig_001.jpg]
	www.civilwar.org/contests






“Sew” a Housewife

Description: How many changes of clothes do you have? Most Civil War soldiers owned just one set of clothing, which was quick to wear out during long marches and bitter fighting. As you can imagine, mending clothes was a must for soldiers. Therefore, most Civil War soldiers carried a “housewife,” or sewing kit. This aptly named sewing kit contained the items necessary to darn socks, replace buttons, or fix a hole in a jacket. Made for soldiers by wives, mothers, daughters, and friends, housewives were crafted from scraps of leftover fabric and typically included buttons, needles, thread, and extra fabric. When it was time to replace a button or stitch a tear, a soldier could quickly pull out his housewife, and all the necessary supplies would be there.

Directions:


	Cut a piece of paper into a rectangle using the measurements given below.

	Fold your rectangle into thirds as the pattern below shows.

	In the boxes labeled pocket, draw in items that would commonly be found in a housewife. See the photo below for one housewife example.

	On the other side of the paper, draw and color in a pattern that would typically be found on a piece of scrap fabric. Examples include plaid, floral, or stripes.



[image: 9 in. 4 in. 3 in. Pocket Pocket]

Contents of a housewife commonly included needle, thread, pieces of fabric, and buttons.



Quiz Your Friends on the Civil War

Description: How many soldiers fought in the Civil War? What were the bloodiest battles? How much were soldiers paid? Do you know the answers to these questions? Stump your friends and family members by creating your own questions and quizzing them on your favorite facts about the Civil War. If you need a little help with questions try the Civil War Trust’s education page, where you can find a list of the Civil War’s most frequently asked questions, as well as Name That Battlefield quizzes.
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Use your Civil War knowledge to stump your friends.
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Write Emancipation Proclamation Poetry

Description: On September 22, 1862, Abraham Lincoln issued the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, granting freedom to the slaves in areas rebelling against the Union. The proclamation took effect on January 1, 1863. On May 22, 1863, the War Department issued General Order 143, creating the United States Colored Troops (USCT), allowing African-Americans the opportunity to fight for their own freedom, which they did in great numbers. In honor of these monumental acts, write an acrostic poem using EMANCIPATE. We’ve started the first two lines for you below.

Enslaved


[image: EMANCIPATION]

Lady Liberty, a symbol of liberty, holds the Emancipation Proclamation.



My Freedom

A

N

C

I

P

A

T

E



Emancipation

In September 1862, following one of the deadliest battles in American history, the Battle of Antietam, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.

The Emancipation Proclamation, while believed by many to have freed the slaves, actually only granted freedom to the slaves in some of the Confederate States. Lincoln stated, “… I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free …”

Following the proclamation, many slaves left their owners and went north or followed Union soldiers as they moved through the South. Because slaves were considered property by their owners, the Union deemed the slaves contraband, property that could be taken during a time of war. Once north or with the Union Army, they were no longer enslaved and were considered free by the Union.
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Refugees coming into Union lines at New Bern, North Carolina.

Life was incredibly difficult for former slaves. Many did not have a place to live, a way to make money to support their families, or the ability to read or write. Traveling north or with the Union army was dangerous; there was always a risk of being captured, injured, or getting sick.

In addition to freeing the slaves, the Emancipation Proclamation stated that “… persons of suitable condition, will be received into the armed service of the United States.” African Americans could now serve in the Union Army. Two months after the Proclamation, the War Department sanctioned the creation of the United States Colored Troops (USCT), and colored units began to be integrated into the army.

By the end of the war, more than 200,000, African-American men, many former slaves, volunteered. Nearly 40,000 gave their lives for the cause.

Emancipation: The act of setting someone free. Proclamation: A public announcement.
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USCT in South Carolina.





Draw a Civil War Monument

Description: Monuments provide a place for the living to pay their respects and remember the sacrifices made by others. Meant to last a long time, they often include the names of those involved, a symbol of the group being honored, a date or other information about the event, and are typically made out of a stone or metal. From the end of the war to today people and organizations have memorialized the fallen by constructing thousands of monuments across the country.

You can honor those sacrifices as well by sketching your own rendering of an existing monument or by creating your own design. Research the Civil War history of your hometown or state and draw a monument that inspires reflection and honors the sacrifices of the soldiers.
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Monument to the volunteer firefighters of New York City at Gettysburg.



Compose a “Then and Now” Photo

Description: Photography was a relatively new technology at the beginning of the Civil War. It was used to document the war, and pictures of Civil War battlefields could be seen by the public for the first time. During the war some of the era’s most famous photographers made their names taking pictures of generals, soldiers, and battlefields.

Create your own “Then and Now” photograph. Choose a picture from the Civil War, stage






Construct a Pup Tent







Assemble Lincoln’s Stovepipe Hat




	7-inch paper plate

	black paint or marker

	2 sheets of black, 9 × 12-inch construction paper

	paintbrush (optional)

	glue

	tape

	scissors







	Paint or color the paper plate black. Allow to dry.

	Cut out the center of the plate, leaving an outside rim about two inches thick for the brim of the hat.

	Place the two sheets of construction paper side-by-side vertically so that the longest sides of the paper are touching and tape or glue together.

	Cut ½-inch slits along the bottom of the construction paper, about one inch apart.

	Roll up the construction paper so that the two remaining sides touch, and glue or tape together so that you have a long cylindrical tube.

	Fold the slits out at a 90-degree angle.

	Place the tube, slit side down, on top of the plate and glue down. You may find it helpful to weigh the tube down with several sheets of paper in order to allow the glue enough time to dry.
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