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				A Note from Andrew’s Parents, Alexia and Gerry Parolis

				This book is dedicated to the memory of our beautiful son, Andrew Parolis, who was born on November 24, 2017, and passed away on May 25, 2021, due to congenital heart disease. Despite the immense challenges he faced in his short life, Andrew was a beacon of light and courage. His spirit was fearless, his laughter infectious, and his love for life endless. Even when he was in pain, he brought joy and hope to those around him.

				Andrew was surrounded by love every step of the way. As his parents, we cherished every moment with him, from the quiet times to the ones filled with laughter and excitement. Every day, Andrew lit up when he heard his dad pulling into the driveway after work, and those small moments of joy became the highlight of our days too. We did everything we could to keep his world full of comfort and joy, just as he filled ours with his bravery and love.

				Andrew had an incredible imagination. One of his favourite things in the world was a little stuffed lion named Daniel, who was his constant companion. He also had a special bond with his big brother, Harry, whom he affectionately called “Hawwy.” His beloved nanny, whom he lovingly referred to as “Teta” was his comfort and strength, just as she is in this story. And, of course, Andrew’s fascination with dragonflies – those magical, fleeting creatures – is why a dragonfly plays such a special role here.

				Andrew also had a special love for ducks. Every time we saw them during family outings, he would eagerly shout, “Go, ducks, go!” His excitement and joy at watching them splash and swim have always stayed with us. That’s why in this story, a little duck finds its courage too, just as Andrew always did.

				Apion, the dragonfly in this story, was inspired by Andrew’s own imaginary friend. When Andrew played, he often spoke to someone named Apion. We like to think Apion might have been his guardian angel, but we will never truly know. What we do know is that Apion was important to Andrew, and we wanted to honour that special friend by making Apion a key part of this adventure.
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				As for the name “Bebu” that came from Andrew himself. When he was still learning to speak, “Bebu” became his own special way of saying his name, and it stuck. To us, it felt only right to name the brave little boy in this story after the name Andrew called himself.

				Through this book, we wanted to honour Andrew’s legacy by celebrating his endless curiosity, his sense of adventure, and his ability to face his fears with extraordinary courage. It’s our way of sharing Andrew’s beautiful spirit with the world – a story about facing fears, overcoming challenges, and finding the strength to be brave, just as Andrew did every day of his life.

				Thank you for joining us on this journey. Our hope is that Bebu’s adventures will inspire you, just as Andrew inspired us every day. May this story remind us all of the power of courage, love, and resilience in the face of life’s greatest challenges.

				With love, Alexia and Gerry Parolis
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				Nestled between rolling hills and whispering winds, in a place where anything could happen, lived a little boy named Bebu. 

				Bebu had bright blue eyes, golden hair that shone like the sun, and a smile that could light up the gloomiest day. He loved to explore the world around him, and every day was an adventure, especially when he had his stuffed lion, Daniel, by his side. 

				One sunny afternoon, as Bebu was playing in the garden with Daniel, something extraordinary happened.
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				A shimmering dragonfly with wings that sparkled with all the colours of the rainbow zipped past him and landed on his nose. 

				“Hello there!” the dragonfly buzzed. “I’m Apion, and I’m here to take you on a grand adventure!” 

				Bebu’s eyes widened in excitement. 

				“Wow! A talking dragonfly! Where are we going, Apion?” 

				Apion twirled in the air, creating tiny sparkles.

				“To a world where bravery, kindness, and a little bit of magic can bring back the colours!” he said, doing a loop-the-loop in the air. “But first, you must be fearless.”

				 

				Bebu thought for a moment.

				 

				“Like Daniel, my stuffed lion?”

				“Exactly!” Apion buzzed. “Daniel can come too. We’ll need all the courage we can get!”
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				Bebu lifted Daniel off the grass and winked at him.

				 

				“Ready?” he asked, holding the lion tightly. 

				“And don’t forget Mommy and Teta!” Apion added. “They’ll be worried if you disappear without telling them.” 

				Bebu nodded and ran inside to find Mommy and Teta, 

				who were both busy in the kitchen. 

				“Mommy! Teta! I’m going on an adventure with Apion! We’re going to bring back the colours!” 

				Mommy smiled and ruffled Bebu’s hair.

				 

				“Be safe, my little explorer. And don’t forget, Daddy’s coming home early today, so don’t be late!” 

				“And remember, no matter where you go, you’re braver than you think,” Teta added with a wink.
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