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  INTRODUCTION


  In no way do I consider myself a poet. Nope. At best and most charitably, a stumbling naif. What I know about form, meter and structure is minimal. Mostly what I learned in college. My haikus are dodgy, my rhythms suspect. But I do write something like poetry every now and then and have since I was a kid.


  It was a good way to interest girls. And get the bad stuff off my chest.


  Stephen Sondheim wisely said that content dictates form, and sometimes something short and tight is what seems necessary to what I want to say at that particular moment — not something a novel or novella would explore, nor even something the length of a short story.


  What’s left but poetry?


  So occasionally I give it a shot.


  I’ve culled through years of these, dating back to the late 1960s, up through the present.


  Trust me, you don’t want to read the ones I’ve left behind.


  I’ve been asked to publish them.


  As with my men’s mag stories in BROKEN ON THE WHEEL OF SEX, I’m basically saying what the hell here. I’ll risk it. Noose around the neck. Hoping for that reprieve from the governor. Which for my namesake never came.


  Most of these are narrative pieces. Some even double as what Robert Swartwood calls Hint Fiction, wherein the lines break open to a wider imagined tale beyond. I’m a narrative writer and love stories and that sensibility leaks into the shortest of short-form too.


  Though now and then it’s sheer nonsense.


  When I write this stuff, my goal, technically, is simply not to waste words, to cut as close to the bone as possible and still make some kind of sense. The other goal is to evoke something — thoughtful or tender or just plain silly.


  And if that works for you even some of the time, I’m a-okay with that.


  — Jack Ketchum, 4/26/13


  JOHNNIE MACK BROWN


  i’m sorry


  to wake you


  sheriff


  but a man’s


  been


  killed
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