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            "In the mosaic of beauty, beware the shards that cut deepest." – Max Nabati
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Note
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This book's narratives weave together themes of crime, cultural immersion, and the complexities of a vibrant yet challenging destination. It incorporates realistic elements inspired by general knowledge about safety concerns for tourists in Turkey, while remaining entirely fictional.
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The Colour of Blood
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The scent of freshly baked simit and brewing tea usually filled Elif's small patisserie, "Tatlı Düşler," with a comforting warmth. But lately, a chill had settled in her heart. Three months since its grand opening, and customers were sparse, the oven seemed to conspire against her, and a persistent unease clung to the air like stale flour dust.

"It's the nazar, my child,"

Her Babaanne, Emine Hanım, declared one blustery afternoon, her eyes sharp despite her age. She sat perched on a stool, meticulously polishing a copper tray.

"The evil eye. It clings to new beginnings, to joy, to success. It wants to snatch it away."

Elif sighed, wiping flour from her hands.

"Babaanne, please. It's just bad luck. Or perhaps my baklava isn't as good as I think."

Emine Hanım tutted.

"Nonsense. Your baklava sings. What you need is protection. A shield against the envious glances."

She paused, her gaze settling on the crimson threads woven into the Turkish rug by the door.

"You need the colour of blood."

Elif frowned.

"Blood? Babaanne, what are you talking about?"

"In our traditions, Elif, the colour of blood is not merely a hue; it is life itself, sacrifice, purity, and a potent ward against malevolence,"

Emine Hanım explained, her voice softening, steeped in generations of belief.

"Think of the poppies that bloom crimson in our fields, the vibrant red of the pomegranate, bursting with life. Even our flag carries that deep red, symbolizing the blood shed for
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