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1 – Introduction
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Mark’s Gospel practically commences with a narrative about Jesus exorcising a demon from a possessed man. The modern-day church’s interpretation of this and the other exorcism passages is not necessary the same view that the people had in Jesus day. The word used in the Christian Scripture is δαιμόνιον which gives us the translation of “demon.” What was a demon in Jesus’ day? That is the main question of this analysis of Scripture. 

There are several narratives in the Gospel where Jesus exorcises a demon. A question that the reader of the Gospels might ask is; Where did these demons come from? Modern day scholars may offer the answer that the demons were the Fallen Angels described in Genesis chapter six and in the Book of the Watchers, which is 1 Enoch 1-36. Many scholars and pastors of churches will not offer such an answer. The church prevented church members to read the Scripture and just about every other extra-biblical book that ever existed. The church held control of its believers by limiting what they could read. Therefore, the knowledge that books like the Book of Watcher even existed became problematic. 

Churches do not talk about the books of Enoch because they have been considered a taboo for anyone to read. The belief that a disciple of Jesus could end up in Hell because of such writings has been around for a long time. 

I asked a class of adult students, before we started reading the Book of the Watchers, whether they believed the tale that Satan was a fallen angel (an angel who sinned against God). All eleven students in the study raised their hand. The next question was, where does it say this in the Scripture. None of them knew the answer. Of course not! Why? Because the answer is not in the Scripture. The fallen angel who becomes Satan is told to us through the Book of the Watchers. 

This book offers a descriptive explanation about where the demons of Jesus’ day come from and how Jesus rids the world of the demons. The process used to study the Scripture is called Ancient Bible study methods which were developed by the Sage Hillel about seventy years before Jesus walked on the Earth. 

The examination of the linguistics of the narrative and asking questions of the passage is the key to a better understanding of the Scripture. Almost all of us who live in western Europe and North America were taught in a Greek learning method. This method dates back to when the great Greek literature was being written and to Plato’s academy. The Scripture is a Semitic document written in the Middle East. Using the literary methods of our Greek learning to understand the Semitic Bible does not give us the full breath of the meaning of God’s Word. We need to approach the Scripture from an Hebraic learning method. 

If you are unfamiliar with the Hebraic Method of teaching, the next chapter will help you to understand and appreciate the differences. 
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​​​2 - The main differences between the Greek method ​and Hebraic method of teaching
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Once you are aware of the two teaching styles, you will be able to determine if you are in a class or reading a book, whether the analysis and/or teaching method is either in a Greek or Hebraic method. In the Greek method it is automatically thought that the instructor is right because of advanced knowledge. In the college situation, it is because the professor has his/her Ph.D. in some area of study, so one assumes that he or she knows everything about the topic. For example, Rodney Dangerfield played the role of a middle-aged man going to college. His English midterm was to write about Kurt Vonnegut Jr. Since he didn’t understand any of Vonnegut’s books he hired Vonnegut himself to the write the midterm. When it was returned to him, the English Professor told Dangerfield that whoever wrote the paper knew nothing about Vonnegut. This is an example of the Greek method of teaching. Did the Ph.D. English professor think that she knew more about Vonnegut’s writings than Vonnegut did? ​[1]

In the Greek teaching method, the professor or the instructor claims to be the authority. If you are attending a Bible study class and the class leader says, “I will teach you the only way to understand this biblical book,” you may want to consider the implications. This method is common since most Seminaries and Bible colleges teach a Greek method of learning, which is the same method the church has been utilizing for centuries. 

Hebraic teaching methods are different. The teacher wants the students to challenge what they hear. It is through questioning that a student can learn. In addition, the teacher wants his/her students to excel to a point where the student becomes the teacher.  
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It is said that if two rabbis come together to discuss a passage of Scripture, the result will be at least ten different opinions. All points of view are acceptable if the points can be supported by biblical evidence. It is permissible and encouraged for students to have multiple opinions. There is a depth to God’s Word, and God wants us to find all His messages that are placed in the Scriptures. 

Seeking out the meaning of the Scriptures beyond the literal meaning is essential to fully understanding God’s Word.​[2] The Greek method of learning the Scriptures has prevailed over the centuries. One problem is that only the literal interpretation of Scripture was often viewed as valid, as prompted by Martin Luther’s “sola literalis” meaning that only the literal interpretation of Scripture was valid. The Fundamentalist movements of today are generally based on the literal interpretation of the Scripture. Therefore, they do not believe that God placed any deeper, hidden, or secret meanings in the Word. 

The students of the Scriptures who learn through Hebraic training and understanding have drawn a different conclusion. The Hebrew language itself leads to different possible interpretations because of the construction of the language. The Hebraic method of Bible study opens avenues of thought about God’s revelations in the Scripture that may have never been considered. A question may be raised about the Scripture being studied for which there may not be an immediate answer. If so, it becomes the responsibility of the learners to uncover the meaning. Also, remember that multiple opinions about the meaning of Scripture are also acceptable if they can be supported by Scripture.
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3 – An Hebraic view of Mark 1:21-28
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The linguistic structure of the narrative being examined is completed first. If you are unfamiliar with chiasms it is recommended that you visit http://biblinteract.tv and watch a video on the linguistic structure of the Scripture. 

Linguistic Structure

A 21 They went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and began to teach. 22 They were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.


B 23 Just then there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,




C 24 saying, "What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!"




B’ 25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" 26 Throwing him into convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice and came out of him.



A’ 27 They were all amazed, so that they debated among themselves, saying, "What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." 28 Immediately the news about Him spread everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee.


A: Authority of Jesus; B The man with the unclean spirit; C Holy one of God
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When the linguistic structure is examined the main point of the narrative can be discovered. After this we ask questions about the narrative to learn more about it.

What was Jesus teaching? (v. 21)


The teachings of the Sage Hillel were being used when Jesus began His ministry. Hillel introduced what became Ancient Bible Study Methods or First Century Methods. These methods are used in Yeshivas today. Before Hillel the people were told what the Scriptures meant by the authority of teachers. The rabbinic system as we know it today did not develop until after Jesus’s time. Hillel introduced the concept of layers of the Scripture and that readers must question the passages. There are a lot of additional areas of Torah study that Hillel introduced. By Jesus’s time, about 70 or so years later, the Pharisees and Scribes were using the “old” methods of dictating what Scripture meant. Jesus must have been using Hillel’s methods. A new type of teaching is what the Christian Scripture called the new method. Jesus was probably holding a discussion about the Scripture and offering new insights. It took a lot of time for new concepts to be introduced in Jesus’s time and more time to have the new way accepted. 



Why is there a comparison to Jesus’s teaching and the scribes teaching? (v. 22)


The comparison is to tell the reader that Jesus was challenging the old way of Bible study by using the new method. The new way of Bible study did spread quickly after Jesus’s time. 



Why is Jesus identified as Jesus of Nazareth? (v. 24)


The unclean spirit identifies Jesus of Nazareth as a Holy one of the LORD. It can be assumed that Jesus






























































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
WHO WERE THE DEMONS IN MARK'S
GOSPEL

Michael Harvey Koplitz





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





