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Also By Rebecca Lee

About the Author

Chapter 1—The Facts of Love

Tanya Carasco couldn’t have been more right all along about Dr. Millard Kyoto, she just didn’t know it yet. She still thought they could go back to the way they were before Los Angeles.

When her plane landed in Tokyo, she landed squarely into a mess she never actually created.

The saving grace was that she had the exciting opportunity to start again with a man she was totally infatuated with. 

She had doubts because of how he had left her in California to return to Japan. But she was choosing somehow not to entertain these negative thoughts. 

That’s the funny thing about the mind. How easily it sees things it only wants to see and ignores evidence obvious to everyone else.
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Her being  numb to the obvious when it came to love, was normal for  Tanya. Worse, she essentially was a classic “has what she doesn’t want, wants what she can’t have” person.

So it went with Samuel Roberts. He was too easily attainable, too early on, and for some reason, he never was able to fully recover with her. Bendato Martinez, on the other hand, was impossible to predict and never really showed he needed her. He conveyed he wanted her in way that was like nothing she’d experienced in her young life. He also followed through with it by being a total beast in bed.

Even now she had to admit in the deepest recesses of her heart, that if the timing was right and this crazy situation allowed for it, she would get with Bendato again. The powerful attractive pull held for her, she could not deny.

Though she struggled mightily with maintaining minimal self-esteem,Tanya believed very strongly in her ability to lock in and seduce any man she wanted. 

She took great comfort in this skill as she analyzed the plan laid out for her to make new contact with Dr. Kyoto and began the process of seducing him. Noel Ikaal had provided three options for making it happen. 

He allowed Tanya to choose her favorite.

Option one was text and see. This was the least aggressive approach. The problem was that it was a given to Tanya that this had to work or else. It didn’t contain a fallback option. So if the “see”  turned to be negative, a more aggressive approach would be needed. 

She knew she had to move with urgency. She was short on time in her own mind because of the potential for harm befalling Lisa. This first option was not attractive. It was too passive.

Option two was simple  seek out and see if there were sparks in person. No one played the cat and mouse seduction game in person like Tanya. She had the experience and she had the ability to adopt any role at any moment. The plan was to stage a meeting near the end of a work day in a place where there would be some natural privacy. Tanya liked this option since she was totally fearless about being rejected.

She thought about how it felt between her Dr. Kyoto before. The energy in the room when they  were face to face had no compare in her experience.  But that all changed in Santa Monica. There they parted at an all-time low.

Option three was the most aggressive yet, and involved a straight offer for  a sexual liaison in a discreet and out-of-the-way place. This strategy relied onTanya’s unmatched exotic beauty which brought Kyoto to her in the first place. It was his ability to achieve possession of that beauty in their passionate love-making in Manila which brought such a busy man all the way to the US on a whim for the possibility of more.

The downside of this option was obvious. It was all or nothing. A man as single-minded and disciplined as Millard Kyoto is unlikely to change his mind once he gives a flat no. Tanya’s weapon was sex and without it, she was lacking power.

She would meet him face to face and look for a spark.

With that in mind, her thoughts turned to what she would wear as she informed her minders via email that she would be choosing option two. She would be meeting Dr. Kyoto fact to face without warning and lay her feelings and her sexy body on the line.

In a life filled with much adapting and playing of roles, this would represent the most important couple minutes ofTanya's life.

She rested her head on the sofa of her hidden Tokyo apartment. She worried again that their magic might be broken with no possibility of repair. She shook off the negative thoughts and went back to planning what she would say when she first saw her hunky doctor.
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...

Tara Diaz was fearful. She knew a great amount of discomfort would accompany her first attempt to return to her foreign services job.  

This fear went  back to her disappearance from the hospital following her brutal attack in the Manila Luxury Hotel suite.  Her assignment was known and the fact that she was attacked was known. It was the identification of her attacker which was the sticky part.

She had fingered Bendato Martinez as her attacker during the short investigation process she went through before she was abducted from the hospital in Manila, presumably by Blake and his people. 

The problem was Detective Renaldo Carasco had been on the case and had verified Bendato’s whereabouts as being in Cebu, most likely having a night of pleasure with Tanya Carasco.  Word had leaked up the chain of foreign services, Tara’s employer,  regarding what Carasco had found. 

Tara’s explanation for identifying Martinez when it clearly wasn’t, would determine her fate as far as remaining an active member of the foreign service. Losing this job would stay with her for the remainder of her law enforcement career. It would relegate her to irrelevance. The same irrelevance she often felt modeling bikinis and trying to win pageants.

Luckily she had a trump card and she was ready to use it.

She had an interesting history with her department head who was also in charge of promotions and hirings.  Geoffrey Lucas was the department poster boy for the happy and content marital and family existence. So when he got too drunk at a work holiday function and took after his secretarial intern from a local Polytechnic University in the bathroom, and sloppily failed to check for witnesses, he set himself up for problems.  Tara Diaz (who had jumped on top of the toilet seat in a nearby stall to avoid detection), saw it all. 

Lucas and Diaz became tied together on their career paths.

After days of hiding out on Mindanao, Tara made her way to Manila with the help and protection of a plainly dressed agent carrying a hidden side arm. Her multi-day battery of meetings, debriefings, and fitness testing would begin in about five hours at 6 a.m.

Chapter 2—Lovers

Foreign services in the Philippines is different from local or national police forces in two very distinct ways.

First, the overall requirements for foreign services  are customarily much more stringent. The pre-qualification academic requirements are higher for agents than the police and even basic military. Plus the physical requirements are normally on par with the military.

What this means is very often you get a more loyal, less corruptible person to carry out the various missions. Plainly you get a higher-caliber person. Great care is taken to make sure that an agent with the service has great intelligence and has made a deep investment in reaching that level. 

The difficulties the public had in trusting the police or the national military doing local security duty, did not leave it’s negative mark on people like Tara Diaz. Agents in foreign services were regarded by most as a cut above and not likely to be bought and paid for.
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Tara Diaz was well aware of this perception when she set her sights at becoming an agent in her late teens. She wanted to make a real difference, not be a common mouse fighting a gorilla. Foreign agent work gave her that opportunity.

The first meeting she would have on her first day back on duty would be with her immediate superior Geoffrey Lucas. Considering their past in the women’s bathroom at the office holiday party, Tara was highly confident of getting off to a good start.

The foreign services headquarters building is non-descript and found in hodge podge of government related buildings in the power center of the capital Manila. This was by design. The less open and identifiable the better to protect secrecy and insure secrecy. 

Tara entered before normal work hours as is standard in situations where you are brining in an agent who had gone astray. Despite being a field operative, Tara Diaz spent considerable time in
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