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January 01, 1748 - Ben Franklin and David Hall Form Partnership 
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British printer and friend of Ben Franklin William Strahall sent his assistant, David Hall to Benjamin Franklin in 1744 as a journeyman printer. Hall proved so satisfactory that on January 1, 1748 Franklin formed a partnership with him that handed over the day-to-day running of Franklin's printing business to him. Thus unencumbered from business, Franklin was free to pursue his various scientific and social projects.

William Strahall (March 24, 1715 – July 9, 1785) 

William Strahall began life as William Strachan. He attended Royal High School in Edinburgh, Scotland and after graduating, became a printing apprentice in Edinburgh. When his apprenticeship completed, he traveled to London to become a master printer. At this time, he changed his name to Strahan. His business succeeded and he expanded into publishing, publishing works by such clients as Samuel Johnson, David Hume, Adam Smith, and the historian Edward Gibbon. In 1770, King George III chose him as Printer to the King. As such, he printed all official documents issued by the court. Strahan attended Parliamentary sessions and wrote reports of the actions taken there. Franklin frequently published these reports in his Pennsylvania Gazette. The men became friends during their exchanges. 

David Hall (1714-1772)

A native of Westfield, Scotland, Hall apprenticed as a printer to John Mosman and William Brown, who ran a Scottish printing firm. He and William Strahall were friends and Hall was interested in immigrating to the colonies, so he had Strahall inquire about openings in the colonies for journeymen printers. Strahall sent a letter to an acquaintance in Philadelphia, James Read, listing Hall's accomplishments and traits. Read showed the letter to his brother in law, Benjamin Franklin. Franklin needed a printer to assist him in his business and wrote a letter to Hall, inviting him to come to Philadelphia. Hall went to Philadelphia and began working for Franklin. Hall later married Mary Leacock/Laycock of Philadelphia, with whom he had four children. The partnership with Franklin blossomed and by 1766, Franklin sold him the printing business.

Back to January
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January 02, 1492 - Spain Recaptures Granada from the Moors 
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The combined forces of Queen Isabella of the Spanish kingdom of Castile and King Ferdinand of Aragorn successfully completed the Siege of Granada when the Moorish Sultan Boabdil surrendered the city to the Spanish armies.

Reconquista 

The Muslim invasion of the Iberian Peninsula in 711 resulted in the complete conquest in 788. The Christians began a 781-year war of liberation that bears the name of Reconquista. Most historians begin this battle for re-conquest at the Battle of Covadonga. This battle probably occurred in 722 and marked the first big Christian victory in its battles with the Muslims. King Ferdinand II of Aragorn's marriage to Queen Isabella I of Castile on October 19, 1469 united their kingdoms. The monarchs together began their twenty-year struggle to expel the Muslims from Europe.

The War Against the Emirate of Granada

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella began their war against the Emirate of Granada in 1482. Spanish conquests had driven the last of the Muslim invaders to this region on the southern coast of Spain. King Boabdil readied his forces for the last stand against the Spanish onslaught. 

Siege of Grenada

The Siege began on April 1491 and ended on January 2, 1492 with the capitulation of the Muslim rulers. The monarchs had finally successfully ended the Reconquista of Al-Andalus. The Spanish had driven out the Muslims. The Spanish still celebrate this victory as Grenada Day. With this conquest complete, they were ready to compete with the other European powers in their trade with China. The war ended, the King and Queen of Spain now had funds available for other projects. One of these would be the still in the future contract with a man named Christopher Columbus. Their funding of his voyages, following their contract with him on April 17, 1492 would change Spain, Europe and the new worlds that Columbus would discover.

Back to January
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January 03, 1749 - Benning Wentworth Issues the First New Hampshire Grant
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New Hampshire Governor Benning Wentworth issued the first of the Benning Wentworth Grants in territory also claimed by New York, setting up a land title dispute between the two colonies that would last until after the beginning of the American Revolution.
Benning Wentworth (July 24, 1696 – October 14, 1770) 
The eldest son of New Hampshire Lieutenant Governor John Wentworth and Sara Hunking, Benning was a native of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Benning attended Harvard College and graduated in 1715. He became a merchant as well as a frequent representative of Portsmouth in the provincial assembly. In 1733, he sold a shipload of lumber to Spain, which he delivered but the Spanish never paid for. This transaction led to his appointment as the first governor of the newly created independent colony of New Hampshire. 

Separation from Massachusetts

Until 1741, New Hampshire was governed under the supervision of Massachusetts. Land disputes over grants issued by Massachusetts Governor Jonathan Belcher caused claims that he was biased in his issuance of grants. These claims reached King George II's Board of Trade. The Board decided to separate the two colonies in 1741, a division that Lieutenant Governor John Wentworth had lobbied for many years to achieve. 

Benning Wentworth Named Governor

Benning had traveled to London to try to resolve a financial crisis created by the lumber shipment that the Spanish had not paid for. To pay his creditors, Wentworth had borrowed money. He went to London to try to get the government to pressure the Spanish to pay. The diplomatic efforts failed and Wentworth had to file bankruptcy. He filed a petition with the British government to pay him the 11,000 pounds he was owed. By a complicated arrangement, his creditors agreed to stop pressing for immediate payment of the loans if the British government appointed Wentworth to the newly created governorship. The government agreed to do that, as long as Wentworth abandoned his claim against the government. Thus, on December 13, 1741 Wentworth assumed the office of governor and later, the king's surveyor general.

The Land Grants

The Crown had authorized Wentworth to grant land patents for unoccupied lands. He began issuing these grants on land in current southern Vermont. The scheme he created generated an ample supply of wealth for his estate. These grants created contention between New Hampshire, Vermont and New York, a situation that outlasted the Revolution. The grants had similar traits. They were six miles square and contained about 24,000 acres. Each charter had to reserve portions for schools and religious institutions. It also set aside 500 acres in the corners of each town for himself. Each grant was to establish a town that could be self-supporting. Surveyors divided the grants into 100-acre lots. The purchasers of these lots had to occupy them and farm five acres in five years for each fifty acres they purchased. As proof, they had to pay one ear of corn each year to the government. When each town reached a population of fifty families, they could have a market and two annual fairs. The charters also required that each town establish a government and hold town meetings on the first Tuesday in March, a New Hampshire tradition still observed today. 

The grants caused settlement to occur quickly. But since they were in disputed territory, storm clouds brewed on the horizon.

Back to January
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January 04, 1770 - First of the Colonist’s Advocate Letters

Benjamin Franklin resided in London during the turbulent years from 1764 through 1775. From his perch in the English capital, he watched as relations between England and her North American colonies unraveled. Initially sent to persuade the King to transform Pennsylvania from a proprietary colony to a royal one, he spent much of his time trying to persuade the English parliament to repeal the Stamp Act, and later the Townsend duties. His testimony before Parliament in January 1766 probably played a role in Parliament's repeal of the hated Stamp Act. 

Townsend Acts

The Townsend Acts take their name from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Charles Townsend. These acts, passed during the years 1765 through 1767. The two most objectionable to the Americans were the Quartering Act and the Townsend Duty Act. Passage of these acts angered the colonists, leading to a boycott of British goods. The increasing tensions between the two countries led Franklin to write a series of letters in an attempt to convince Parliament to repeal the acts.

Colonist’s Advocate Letters

Franklin wrote these letters during a time in which he was quite busy with other duties. So important were they, in his estimation that he committed to a rare publication schedule. He wrote the letters, probably in collaboration with James Burgh, a British Whig Member of Parliament, over a two-month period. The letters commenced in January and continued at a pace of about two a week, ending in March. In April Parliament repealed all the taxes except for the tax on tea, which they left in place.

Back to January
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January 5, 1677 - Delaware Court Orders Wolf Pitts Dug to Rid Area of Wolves
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Wolves constituted a major problem for the colonists during the early days. The wolves attacked livestock and occasionally settlers. To solve the problem the Delaware court offered a bounty of forty guilders for each wolf head collected. This bounty proved insufficient, so on January 5, 1677 the court drew up a list of landowners and charged them to:

"The Court, taking into consideration the daily & continual spoil & damage which the wolves commit upon the stocks of the inhabitants, and that the said wolves (notwithstanding the former order of the last high court allowing 40 gilders for each wolf head) are no ways more destroyed than heretofore: It was therefore this day resolved and ordered by the court for the good of the country in general that at or about the places, neighborhoods, & plantations hereafter mentioned by the inhabitants thereof be made and erected fitting wolf pits or houses wherein the said varmin may be catched and destroyed, the same to be made by the first of the month of May next upon the forfeiture and penalty of seventy and five gilders each party neglecting the same: The several constables from time to time are to see that his order be fulfilled and observed, and also that the said pits or houses be in good order, well baited & tended; They to inform against the neglectors, and to have half of the forfeiture for their pains."

Wolf Pits

Hunters and farmers commonly used a trapping method called a wolf pit to capture marauding wolves. Construction of these pits varied, but the pit builders all used a similar method to catch the wolves. The wolf pit was a deep pit dug in the earth, wide and deep enough to prevent the captured wolf from jumping out. Sometimes they lined the pits with stone to prevent them from caving in. Occasionally they took an additional step of lining the stone walls with lumber so the trapped wolves could not get a toehold to help them escape. Many times the trappers installed sharpened stakes in the bottom of the pit to kill the wolf when it fell into the pit, or caused it to bleed to death. After preparing the pit, the trappers laid branches over the opening and covered these with leaves to hide the pit. Then they would bait the trap with a dead or live animal. When the wolves saw the bait, they would step on the leaf lined branches and fall through into the pit. Often the hunters would further place snares around the edge of the pit to catch wolves too wary to step on the trap.

Back to January
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January 6, 1639 - Virginia Is First Colony To Order Surplus Crops Destroyed 
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John Rolf's introduction of tobacco in 1613 proved successful. By the 1630's tobacco had become the dominant crop in Virginia and as such, the main source of revenue for the colonists that produced it. 

Tobacco's Importance as a Crop

The labor needed to produce tobacco was cheap and the profits could be high. The crop grew well in Virginia's soil and climate. Because it was valuable and coins were in short supply, tobacco served as a medium of exchange in their stead. Debtors could pay their bills and settlers could buy the goods they needed using tobacco as a cash medium. The twenty cent tax on each hogshead of tobacco yielded most of Virginia's tax revenue. 

Supply Problems

The ideal soil and climate for tobacco led to overproduction. There were times when supply declined, as with poor weather or supply cut offs due to war, but the overall trend for tobacco supply was an increase in supply. The laws of supply and demand being what they are, increased production meant lower prices for the product. Sometimes the prices dropped abysmally low. At these times the price did not match the amount of money it cost to raise the crop. 

Government Attempts at Control

Colonial governments employed various means of controlling the tobacco crop. They tried crop controls of various sorts, mostly by limiting the amount of tobacco that farmers could grow. They limited the number of plants that each family member could grow and tried limiting the number of tobacco leaves to nine per plant. These attempts mostly failed as farmers found ingenious methods of circumventing the controls. Finally, on January 6, 1639 the colonial assembly passed legislation that allowed farmers to burn some of the tobacco plants to decrease the supply and increase the price. This tactic, as with so many other crop control tactics, failed. Not only did it destroy half a year's labor by the farmer, it encouraged more farmers to buy more land to grow more tobacco, as the price did rise temporarily.

Back to January
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January 7, 1621 - Plymouth Settlers Divided Into 19 Families
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By early January, the Plymouth colonists had chosen a spot of land to build their new settlement and on December 21, they had divided the land into nineteen plots of ground. They next divided the colonists into families on January 9. Single people were required to choose a family with whom they would live. The purpose of this was to reduce the number of houses the colonists needed to build. Then, they begin to build their city.

Back to January
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January 8, 1675 - First American Commercial Corporation Chartered 
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New York Fishing Company received its charter on January 8, 1675. The New York Council and Governor, acting on behalf of the Duke of York, granted the company several rights and privileges. The company issued stocks valued at a value of about ten pounds. This was the first colonial grant to a private commercial enterprise. The company was never incorporated; so many historians dispute the claim that it was the first commercial corporation in America.

Back to January
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January 9, 1493 - Christopher Columbus Sees First Sight Of Manatees
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In the final days of his first voyage of discovery Christopher Columbus and his crew sailed through the waters near the Dominican Republic. As they sailed he and his crew saw their first manatees, which they all thought were mermaids. He recorded in his journal that he:

“distinctly saw three mermaids, which rose well out of the sea; but they are not so beautiful as they are said to be, for their faces had some masculine traits.” 

Manatee

Relatives to the elephant and hippopotamus, the manatee are a vegetarian that can live fifty to sixty years. They grow to a length of ten to twelve feet and can weigh as much as 1200 pounds. The name manatee, also called "sea cows" derives from the Carrib word manti, which means breast or udder. Manatees are the largest herbivore in the world and can consume ten to fifteen percent of their body weight in a single day. The animals live in coastal waters and have no natural predators. Their biggest threat is boat collisions.

Back to January
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January 10, 1749 - Petition Filed To Repeal of the Ban Against Slaves
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James Habersham and Reverend George Whitefield, after seeing wealth amassed by South Carolina planters with slaves, led a petition to parliament to end the Georgia ban on slavery that had taken effect in 1735. 

James Habersham (c. 1712 – 1775) 

A native of Beverley, Yorkshire, England, Habersham migrated to London in 1772 to become a merchant's apprentice. After converting to Wesleyan Methodism, he immigrated to Georgia to become a schoolmaster and missionary. While involved in running the Bethesda Orphanage he married Mary Bolton with whom he had several children. He entered into a partnership with Francis Harris.The two men established the first direct trade between Savannah, Georgia and London, England. The success of these voyages gave him the resources to acquire river lands to grow rice. The ban on slavery limited the amount of rice he could economically grow. After Parliament lifted the ban, he went on to develop rice plantations of over 15,000 acres using over 200 slaves to plant, grow and harvest. He went on to serve in various political offices. 

Reverend George Whitefield (December 16 1714 – September 30, 1770)

Thomas Whitefield and Elizabeth Edwards welcomed their seventh child, George, into their establishment, Bell Inn, Southgate Street, Gloucester in England in 1714. While attending Pembroke College, Oxford University, he converted to Methodism. Because he had no funds to pay for his education, he entered college at the lowest rank of student, a servitor. As servitor, he received free tuition in exchange for tutoring and helping bathe the higher ranked students. He also had to remove the garbage, carry their books and assist with their lessons. After graduating and his ordination as a minister, he immigrated to Savannah, where he established the Bethesda Orphanage. Though critical of slavery, Whitefield became convinced that the colony needed slavery to prosper. After establishing his orphanage, he also purchased a plantation. He hoped that the profits of the plantation would provide funds for the orphanage. He needed slaves to work the plantation, so he became involved in the drive to lift the ban on slavery in Georgia. 

Lifting the Ban

The influence of both Whitefield and Habersham and other influential Georgian residents convinced Parliament to lift the fourteen-year ban. On January 10, 1749, the men presented the petition to Parliament. Parliament approved lifting the ban and on January 1, 1750, slavery became legal in Georgia.

Back to January
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January 11, 1759 - First American Life Insurance Company Incorporated 
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The Presbyterian Synod of Philadelphia founded the first life insurance company on January 11, 1759. The insurance was intended to provide funds for the wives and children of Presbyterian ministers that died. They named this fund the Corporation for Relief of Poor and Distressed Widows and Children of Presbyterian Ministers, later shortened to Presbyterian Ministers Fund for Life Insurance.

Back to January
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January 12, 1777 - Fray De La Peña Said The First Mass At The New Mission Santa Clara De Asís, California
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Gaspar de Portolá was the first Spanish explorer to reach the Santa Clara Valley on his 1769 expedition. Other Spanish explorers came after Portola. By 1774, the Spanish Viceroy Antonio Bucareli gave orders that explorers should search the new lands in California for new sites to locate missions to strenthen the Spanish position there. 

Santa Clara Valley

Early explorers describe the Santa Clara Valley as a grassy plain with ample water. The area contained a number of marshy creeks and rivers. Visitors could discern the course of these creeks and rivers from a distance by noting the large oaks that lined the waterways. Governor Fernando de Rivera y Moncada led the expedition into the Santa Clara Valley. They discovered what they deemed an ideal site, along the San Francisquito Creek. Redwood trees would provide plenty of wood and the creek abundant water. 

Return in Summer

When explorers returned in 1776, the explorers discovered that the creek dried out in the summer. There was not ample water. A further search revealed a better site; on a river they named the Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. 

Establishing the Mission

Governor Fernando de Rivera y Moncada, accompanied by several soldiers and supplies, returned on November 30, 1776 to found the mission. A second group, headed by Fray de la Peña with more soldiers and supplied arrived in the San Francisco Bay area by January 6, 1777. The two groups met up on the banks of the Guadeloupe River. On January 12, 1777, the Spanish set up a cross under a tree and Fray De La Peña said Mass. Thus, the eighth mission of Spanish California began taking shape.

Back to January
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January 13, 1630 - Warwick Patent to Plymouth Colony Issued
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Until 1630, the Puritans of New England had established their Plymouth colony on a shaky legal foundation. The issuance of the 1621 Pierce Patent had been a temporary reprieve for the colonists. It was not until the Earl of Warrick issued the Warrick Patent that they were finally on firm legal ground.

Wrong Location

Bad weather during their November voyage had forced the Pilgrims to land outside the area of their charter. Many of the settlers felt that because the Pilgrims had landed in an area outside their charter that they were not bound by the rules of the charter. The colonists threatened to act on their own. The leaders of the expedition managed to quell dissent by writing the Mayflower Compact and having all the colonists sign it before they disembarked from the ship. The 1621 Pierce Patent had also partly solved their problem, but the terms of that charter still did not solve their problem permanently. The behind the scenes effort by Robert Rich, 2nd Earl of Warwick finally gave them the solution they needed in 1630. 

Robert Rich, 2nd Earl of Warwick (June 5, 1587 – April 19, 1658)

Robert was the eldest son of Robert Rich, 1st Earl of Warwick and his wife Penelope Devereux, Lady Rich. Rich became interested in the colonial development of the New World at an early age. He became active in several of the early companies that took part in the colonization effort. He developed Puritan sympathies and this estranged him from the king, but he used the Puritan ties to help smooth over difficulties that impeded the colonists in their endeavors. In 1628, he helped the Puritans straighten out their legal difficulties by indirectly procuring the Warrick Patent to Puritan settlers of Plymouth. After the colonists received this charter, they finally became the legal owners of the colony they had started ten years before.

Back to January
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January 14, 1697 - Massachusetts Holds Day Of Fasting For Wrongly Persecuting "Witches"
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The Salem Witch trials had begun with accusations against three young women and expanded into a witch-hunt that saw 150 people accused and imprisoned for witchcraft. Nineteen people were hanged. When the authorities released the remaining victims in 1693, the residents of Salem began feeling guilt for the actions spurred by the accusations and preaching of Reverend Samuel Parris. By 1697, the villagers were ready to repent their sins and ask forgiveness. The only judge of the nine that tried and condemned the accused, Samuel Sewall, publicly repented for his sins.

End of the Trials

The trials officially ended in May 1693 and authorities released the remaining victims. The village remained divided between the Reverend Parris, who had been the main driver of the accusation, and those that felt the villagers had made a terrible mistake. Sentiment began to turn against Parris and some of the families of the condemned began to file charges against him. Parris' wife died in 1696, adding to his feelings of isolation. Finally, in 1697, Parris left Salem and took a preaching job elsewhere in Massachusetts. 

Remorse Sets In

The remorse that Judge Samuel Sewall felt over his role in the trials grew. He found himself becoming isolated, as many of his friends began shunning him. In December 1696, the Massachusetts legislature passed a resolution to hold a day of fasting, repentance and prayer over the trials and set the date as January 14, 1697. When the day arrived, Sewell handed the minister, Samuel Willard, a piece of paper at the beginning of the church service and asked him to read it aloud. Willard read Sewell's public confession in which he begged for pardon. 

The process of healing for the village of Salem would take many more years, but with the confession and repentance of Sewall, the process had begun.

Back to January
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January 15 - 1762 - Fraunces Tavern opens in New York City NY 
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Successful merchant Etienne "Stephen" DeLancey built the building that now houses Fraunces Tavern in 1719 on a property given to him by his father-in-law New York Mayor Stephanus van Cortlandt. His heirs owned the building from his death in 1741 until 1762. In 1762, they sold the building to a new owner, who converted the building to a tavern, opening on January 15, 1762 as the Queen's Head.

Storied History

The current owners of the Fraunces Tavern, the Sons of the Revolution In the State of New York Inc., contend that the building is the oldest surviving building in Manhattan. The building has an extensive history. The Sons of Liberty used the tavern as a meetinghouse, General George Washington issued his farewell speech to the Continental officers in the Long Room and the departments of Foreign Affairs, Finance and War had offices there during the early days of the Confederation. 

Restoration

The building suffered many serious fires over the years. Workers rebuilt the structure several times and as a result, no one knows the original design of the building. It had deteriorated badly by 1900 and New York had slated if for razing. The Daughters of the American Revolution intervened and managed to save the building. Following extensive renovation in 1907, the tavern reopened. The restaurant and bar occupies the first floor and an extensive museum occupies the second and third floors. The nine galleries include paintings, maps, artifacts, documents and much more. 

Those interested in visiting the tavern and museum, contact:

Fraunces Tavern 

54 Pearl Street

New York, New York, USA

212 - 968 - 1776

Back to January
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January 16, 1493 - Columbus Returns To Spain from His First Trip
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By mid-January, the reunited Columbus and Pinzon readied their ships for the return to Spain. They had spent almost three months exploring what Columbus still believed to be Asia and had left the crew of the Santa Maria on the island of Hispaniola. 

The Return of Pinzon

Pinzon, who had abandoned Columbus' fleet on November 21, 1492, suddenly had reappeared on January 6, 1493. His explorations during his absence had apparently included the islands of Babeque and Isla Espanola. He had heard of Columbus' misfortune over the grounding of the Santa Maria and returned. He had found little gold on his own. Upon his return, Pinzon boarded Columbus' ship to apologize for his absence. He and Columbus disagreed about leaving the thirty-nine men behind on Hispaniola, but Columbus prevailed. 

The Fleet Departs

Columbus and his crew prepared for departure to Spain. He had left the cousin of his mistress, Diego de Araña, behind to command the garrison. He also left Luís de Torre, who spoke Arabic, Spanish and Hebrew, behind to serve as a doctor and interpreter for the settlement. Columbus instructed Araña to search for gold and await his return. On January 16, the Pinta and the Nina weighed anchor and departed on their return voyage. The ships sailed north and encountered the westerlies, the trade winds that blow from west to east between thirty and sixty degrees latitude. Columbus had hoped to find these winds and he anticipated a hero's return when the crews arrived in Spain. Then, by mid-February, the storms struck.
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January 17, 1706 - 2016 - Ben Franklin Born
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The son of soap and candle maker, Josiah Franklin and his second wife Abiah Folger, Benjamin entered life on Milk Street in Boston, Massachusetts. He was the tenth of seventeen children born to Josiah and one of ten borne by Abiah. 

Early Education

Josiah had wanted Benjamin to become a minister. He sent the boy to Boston Latin School, but Josiah's limited funds for education ran out and he had to withdraw Benjamin after only one year. He could afford only one more year with a private teacher, but at age ten Benjamin's formal schooling ended. The boy had a voracious appetite for books, so he continued his education by reading when not helping his father in his candle and soap making business. During these years, Benjamin began reading a weekly British periodical called The Spectator. He used the magazine as a means of improving his writing skills, something he greatly desired. He read and re-read each issue many times, even copying the articles to impress upon himself the writing skills the writers employed. 

Apprenticed as a Printer

Benjamin's brother James began publishing a newspaper, the New-England Courant, in 1721. James apprenticed the fifteen-year-old Benjamin in the print shop, setting type. During the time he served as apprentice, Benjamin learned the printing trade. By combining his well toned writing skills and printing, Benjamin later forged the printing and publishing businesses that would enrich him and set the stage for his later achievements.

Denied the Chance to Write

Benjamin wished to write for his brother's newspaper, but James would not allow it. The desire to write drove Benjamin to devise a way to become published. The Silence Dogood Letters became his chosen device. He began publishing these letters in April 1722.
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January 18, 1740 - George Whitefield Takes First Orphans - Bethesda Orphanage
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George Whitefield arrived in Savannah in 1738 to minister to the needs of parishioners in the new colony of Georgia. While there, he noted a high number of orphans present in the colony. He decided that he would make it his mission to found an orphanage to care for them.

Raising Funds

Whitefield traveled back to London, England to raise funds for his orphanage. While in England, he preached to large crowds and established three churches. He returned to Savannah on January 10, 1740. He secured rental property in Savannah to house the first orphans he took into his care, Richard and Elizabeth Milledge, whose parents had died. He moved them into their new lodgings on January 18, 1740 until the orphanage was ready. 

Ground Broken

Workers broke ground for the orphanage on March 25, 1740. When the orphanage opened, it would have three buildings, a two story main house, an infirmary and a workhouse. He named the orphanage Bethesda, or "House of Mercy," for the works of mercy he hoped would take place there. Now named Bethesda Academy, the facility is no longer an orphanage. The former name, Bethesda Home for Boys, was changed in 2011.
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January 19, 1735 - Alice Riley - The First Woman Hanged In Georgia

Colonial justice was harsh and quick. Just over one year after Oglethorpe founded Savannah in 1733 indentured servants Alice Riley and her boyfriend, Richard White allegedly murdered their master William Wise, becoming the first murderers in the fledgling settlement. The first hanging came just weeks after the murder.

Background of the Murder

William Wise had arrived in Savannah in December 1733. Since the man had a reputation as someone less than honest, James Oglethorpe had him assigned to the cattle farm on Hutchinson Island across from the village. Alice Riley and Richard White arrived in Savannah as indentured servants. Oglethorpe assigned them to work for Wise on the cattle farm. According to letters written by Oglethorpe, Wise became sick and needed care. White would comb his hair daily and Riley bathed him. Other accounts say that Wise was a cruel master that abused his servants, especially Riley. At some point, the two decided to murder their master. 

The Murder

The conspirators planned the murder during Wise's daily bath on March 1, 1734. Riley carried a large pail of water in while Wise lay on his bed. She began bathing him, then used a neck scarf he had around his neck to strangle him. After he passed out, Riley and White dunked his head in the pail, drowning him. It took little time to dispatch the weakened man. They left his body on the bed and fled. Other workers at the farm found White lying dead on his bed. Shortly after, they captured White and Riley. 

Trial and Hanging

They held the trial on May 11, 1734. They hung White shortly after the trial at the "hanging square," now Wright Square in Savannah. After watching White die, Riley begged for her life. She claimed that she was pregnant with White's child. After examining her, the physician confirmed the pregnancy. Authorities delayed the hanging until after Riley delivered her baby in January 1735. They then hung Riley on January 19, 1735. Unfortunately, the baby died also, a few days after the mother. Both White and Riley protested their innocence, even on the gallows. There is some question as to whether they did commit it and the judge in the matter did have many questionable verdicts. Their innocence or guilt no one will probably ever know.
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January 20, 1503 - Casa Contratacion Founded – Dealt with Spanish Trade
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In the decade after Christopher Columbus made his historic first voyage trade developed between Spain and its developing colonies. To control this trade and secure tax collections to the Spanish government from this trade, Queen Isabella founded the Casa Contratacion. She housed the new agency in Seville, Spain.

Seville

The Romans founded Seville, naming it Hispalis, on the Guadalquivir River in southwestern Spain. The river, the second longest in Spain, gives this important city access to the Atlantic Ocean. After Columbus' voyages, the trade developed by his discoveries transformed Seville into an important and prosperous Spanish Port.

Casa Contratacion

The Casa Contratacion would control every aspect of Spanish trade in the New World. Officials from the Board would approve voyages, schedule ships, license captains and maintain all maps and charts in secret. Under the law established by the Queen, all lawful commercial activity was under the auspices of her Casa Contratacion. The Board also collected a tax on all imports from the colonies, assessed when the ship docked in a Spanish port. The average tax collected was 20%. This rate could fluctuate between 10% during times of economic distress to as high as 40% during times of war.

Maps

The Casa Contratacion also maintained and kept secret one of their most important secrets, a constantly updated map of their new possessions in the New World. Called the Padrón Real, the Board employed several cartographers, ship's pilots, archivists and other officials that continually updated this map. To ensure the quality of the maps, The Casa Contratacion started several cartography and navigational schools. It also established the Archives of the Indies. Housed in the merchants exchange in Seville, this valuable collection still serves as an important archive for historians researching early Spanish exploration. 

Flourished for Two Centuries

During the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries, the Casa Contratacion evolved into one of the most powerful entities in Spain. By the late Eighteenth Century, the Board mired down in its maze of regulations. The Spanish government moved it to Cadiz in 1717 and completely abolished in 1790.
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January 21, 1707 - Francis Makemie Arrested - "Preaching Without a License”
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The arrest of Francis Makemie by New York Governor Edward Hyde, Lord of Cornbury, was an important step in the establishment of freedom of religion in the developing colonies. Using the English Toleration Act of 1689, Makemie gained his freedom and helped cement religious freedom in the English Colonies. 

Francis Makemie (1658–1708)

A native of Ramelton, County Donegal, Ireland, Makemie enrolled in the University of Glasgow in 1676. The Presbytery of Laggan ordained him in 1682. He immigrated to Maryland in 1683, founding the first Presbyterian Church in the Town of Snow Hill in 1683. Considered the founder of the Presbyterian Church in America he went on to found several more churches in Maryland, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. He had a minister's license in Barbados, Virginia and Maryland. He did not have a license in New York. 

Edward Hyde, Lord of Cornbury (November 28, 1661 – March 31, 1723)

A native of Swallowfield Park in Berkshire, England Hyde was the only child of Henry, Viscount Cornbury and Theodosia Capell. After graduating from Oxford in 1675, he joined the Royal Regiment of Dragoons. While serving in Parliament, he married Lady Katherine O'Brien. He served as governor of New York from 1701 through 1708. Considered by many to be the worst Colonial governor ever appointed by the Crown, he reportedly plundered the New York treasury and took bribes. 

English Toleration Act of 1689

Parliament passed the English Toleration Act to grant dissenting religions like Congregationalists, Baptists and Quakers the right to worship in peace. It granted the dissenting religions the right to have a place of worship and to have ministers that catered to their needs. 

Arrest and Acquittal

Lord Cornbury had Francis Makemie arrested while he was traveling in New York. He arrested him in response to complaints from Anglican ministers that complained he was subversive. The Governor held him in jail for six weeks before appearing before Cornbury in Court. Cornbury charged that Makemie had preached in New York without a license. Makemie argued that the English Toleration Act of 1689 applied to New York, unless Cornbury did not consider New York a part of England. After further debate, Cornbury agreed to free Makemie with reluctance. Many consider the decision to acquit Makemie a landmark decision that further entrenched the idea of freedom of religion in the developing Colonial legal system.
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January 22, 1755 - George Washington Buys Blacksmith Tools
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A receipt found in the archives of the Mount Vernon Plantation lists a number of blacksmithing tools purchased by twenty-two year old George Washington for the blacksmith shop on the plantation. 

Blacksmithing at Mount Vernon

Blacksmiths were valuable tradesmen at any plantation. The blacksmith added to the many craftsmen that made a large plantation like Mount Vernon as self-sufficient as possible. The blacksmith performed many tasks on the plantation. These ranged from shoeing horses, repairing iron pots, tools and implements on the plantation. The blacksmith also made many of the tools used on the plantation. 

Tools Made by the Blacksmith

There were four different types of tools manufactured by the blacksmith in his shop. These included farm tools and implements, kitchen accessories, weapons for hunting or war and blacksmiths tools. The farm tools included axes, plow points, hoes, shovels and cultivators. Kitchen and domestic tools included tongs, forks, spoons, cleavers and things for the hearth like pokers and ash shovels. Hunting weapons included knives, tomahawks, gun parts, and other necessities. The blacksmith also made some of his tools like tongs. 

On the List

The items found on the receipt include a bellows, a vice, files, anvil, tongs and a nail-making tool. These were all necessary tools for the blacksmith. The bellows supplied a steady flow of air to stoke the fires of the forge; he used the vice to hold items while working on them, the anvil to beat metal into shape and the nail-making tool to make the scores of nails needed for construction projects on the plantation. 

Slave Labor

On plantations like Mount Vernon, the blacksmith was a slave. Most, if not all, of the artisans employed on a plantation were slaves. Many times farmers in the area brought work to the blacksmith shop for repairs for which the plantation owner charged fees. Many times the owner gave the slave a percentage of the profit from the fee. The blacksmith also produced nails and other things for the plantation owner to sell. A skilled blacksmith might produce several thousand nails a day in various sizes and styles. The owner sold many of these nails to area farmers and merchants, producing a profit, which in turn he might share with the blacksmith. 

The Blacksmith Shop at Mount Vernon

The easiest reference to a blacksmith shop at Mount Vernon is around 1755, the time the tools on the list were purchased, though researchers have evidence of earlier shops. Visitors can find a replica of this shop at the Mount Vernon Plantation.

Mount Vernon Plantation

3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway 

Mount Vernon, VA 22121

703-780-2000

FWSlibrary@mountvernon.org.
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January 23, 1734 - James Oglethorpe Begins Georgia Coast Exploration 
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A year after Oglethorpe and his group of colonists arrived at Charlestown, South Carolina, Oglethorpe and a band of explorers launched an exploratory expedition along the Georgia coast to explore their new dominion. 

The Expedition

The group included fifteen colonists and two natives. The explorers sailed in a rowboat and a yawl, which is a small, two-masted sailing ship used for fishing and sailing. It typically can carry a crew of six. The voyage lasted several weeks during which Oglethorpe visited several islands, naming several geographic features. The islands included St. Simon's Island and Jekyll Island. 

St. Simon's Island 

Oglethorpe's expedition visited and named St. Simon's Island on January 27, 1734. It is the largest of the four barrier islands along the Georgia coast. In 1736, Oglethorpe built Fort Frederick on the island to counter Spanish aggression in the area. The English colonists ended Spanish attempts to colonize George during the battles of Battle of Gully Hole Creek and Battle of Bloody Marsh fought on the island in 1742. 

Jekyll Island

A Spanish expedition reached and claimed this island in 1510, naming it Isla De Ballenas. Later, a French explorer named Jean Ribault visited the island and claimed it, naming it Ille de la Somme. The Oglethorpe expedition reached and named Jekyll Island on January 28, 1734. He named the island for his friend, Sir Joseph Jekyll, a British judge and Member of Parliament. During the conflict on St. Simon Island in 1742, the Spanish occupied it briefly, then abandoned it after Oglethorpe routed their forces. The island remained in British hands until the American Revolution turned it over to the United States.
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January 24, 1759 - Enfield Riot - Precursor to the War of the Regulators
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Corruption amongst tax collectors, common in North Carolina, led to irate landowner kidnapping two tax collectors, Francis Corbin and Joshua Bodley. Bodely and Corbin were tax collecting agents for John Carteret, 2nd Earl Granville, who controlled that portion of North Carolina. 

John Carteret, 2nd Earl Granville (April 22, 1690 – January 02, 1763)

A native of the Channel Islands located between France and England in the English Channel, John was the son of George Carteret, 1st Baron Carteret and Lady Grace Granville. He received his early education at Westminster School, and Christ Church, Oxford. In 1610, he married Lady Frances Worsley. At age twenty-one years old, in 1611, he took his seat on the House of Lords in Parliament. An ardent supporter of the Hanoverian House, he became a favorite of both King George I and King George II because of his fluency in German. His great-grandfather had owned a one-eighth share in the Province of Carolina. The king had divided the Province of Carolina into North and South Carolina in 1712, converting South Carolina from a proprietary colony to a royal colony at that time. In 1729, the King had convinced the other seven proprietary owners to sell their shares. Only Granville held out. In return for resigning his government posts, the King permitted Granville to retain his part while the rest of the colony became a royal colony. The sixty-mile strip controlled by Granville became known as the Granville District. Enfield lay within this Granville District.

Francis Corbin (?-1767)

Historians know little about Corbin before Lord Granville
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