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  Amelia Earhart in 1935, two years before her mysterious disappearance. NBC photo
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  Earhart with her husband and publicist, George Putnam, in 1931. International News Photos


  HOURS AFTER HEARING A FINAL, ANXIOUS MESsage from Amelia Earhart at 8:43 a.m. local time on July 2, 1937, the US Coast Guard cutter Itasca began a frantic search for the celebrated aviator in the waters off Howland Island. The Itasca’s crew had been standing by to guide Earhart to a landing on the tiny, uninhabited coral atoll, where she planned to refuel for the last leg of her daring flight around the globe. Instead, the world watched as the Coast Guard and US Navy combed the vast Pacific for any sign of Earhart, her navigator, Fred Noonan, or her silver Lockheed Electra plane.


  In 1932, Amelia Earhart winged her way into the international spotlight when she became the first woman (and only the second person) to fly solo over the Atlantic Ocean. In the midst of the Great Depression, she inspired girls and women to aim for the skies. She was also a best-selling author, fashion icon, and a personal friend of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. In the mid-1930s, Earhart and her husband and chief promoter, George Putnam, began seriously planning to fulfill her dream of flying around the globe near its midpoint, a journey of close to 30,000 miles. Before taking off from Lae, New Guinea, on her way to Howland Island—2,556 miles away—that July morning, Earhart had completed 22,000 miles of the journey, over forty days and more than twenty stops.


  


  
    IN OTHER NEWS


    

    Japan and Russia faced off over the Amur River (between china and Russia’s eastern border) after the Japanese invasion of China that began the second Sino-Japanese war.


    Conflict between the American Federation of labor (AFL) and its rival offshoot, the congress of industrial Organizations (CIO) raged in the US House of Representatives, with fistfights threatening to break out between CIO supporters and opponents.


    Don Budge reestablished American tennis dominance by winning Wimbledon singles (and doubles) championships.


    Some 26,000 Boy Scouts from all parts of the world held a jamboree in Washington, DC.

  


  WHAT DID WE KNOW?
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  Earhart receiving the National Geographic Gold Medal from President Hoover following her pioneering solo crossing of the Atlantic in 1932. Library of Congress, Underwood and Under-wood photographers


  


  
    CHRONOLOGY


    

    July 24, 1897 Amelia Earhart was born in Atchison, Kansas.


    1915 She graduated from high school in Chicago.


    1917–18 Earhart worked as a nurse in a Canadian military hospital during World War I.


    1921 She began taking flying lessons in California.


    1923 Earhart became only the sixteenth woman in the world to earn a pilot’s license from the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale.


    1928 She became the first woman to fly across the Atlantic Ocean (as a passenger).


    1932 She flew solo across the Atlantic Ocean.


    1935 Earhart became the first person to fly solo across the Pacific Ocean from California to Hawaii, and the first person to fly solo from Los Angeles to Mexico City.


    March 1937 She failed in her first attempt to circumnavigate the globe when her plane crashed during takeoff in Hawaii.


    May 21, 1937 Earhart took off from Oakland, California, on the first leg of her second around-the-world attempt.

  


  SOON AFTER TAKING HER FIRST AIRPLANE RIDE, Amelia Earhart enrolled in flying lessons. Six months later, she bought her first plane, and used it to set an unofficial women’s altitude record (14,000 feet) in 1922. After briefly returning to school to study medicine, Earhart found a job as a social worker in a Boston settlement house for new immigrants. In 1928, a year after Charles Lindbergh flew nonstop across the Atlantic, a promotional team including book publisher George Putnam recruited Earhart to attempt the same trip (as a passenger). When the plane landed in Wales in June 1928, she became an international celebrity, and wrote a best-selling book about her experience.


  With Putnam as her publicist—and later, her husband—Earhart set out to capture more flying records and expand opportunities for female pilots. On May 20, 1932, she flew solo two thousand miles across the Atlantic. President Herbert Hoover presented Earhart with the National Geographic Society’s Gold Medal, and she became the first woman to win the Distinguished Flying Cross. In 1935, she joined the faculty of Purdue University as an aeronautics adviser and women’s career counselor. With a new twin-engine Lockheed Electra 10-E, purchased in 1936, Earhart prepared to become the first woman to fly around the world. In March 1937, she got as far as Hawaii before crashing during takeoff there. That May, with the highly regarded navigator Fred Noonan at her side, Earhart tried again.


  


  
    CALLS OF DISTRESS


    

    For days after she disappeared, people all over the Pacific, and as far away as Florida, claimed to hear Earhart’s voice on their shortwave radios. Some were clearly hoaxes, but others were more difficult to dismiss.


    Take, for example, instances in Honolulu, Hawaii, and Melbourne, Australia.


    The US Navy Radio at Wailupe, Honolulu, heard a jumbled Morse code message on July 5, including Earhart’s call sign—KHAQQ—and the message “281 north Howland...won’t hold with us much longer—above water—shut off.”


    Around the same time, an amateur radio operator in Melbourne reported hearing a “strange” code, also including the letters KHAQQ.
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  Earhart and the lockheed Electra she and Fred Noonan piloted into history. NASA on the Commons


  EARHART AND NOONAN TOOK OFF FROM LAE, NEW Guinea, around 10:00 a.m. local time on July 2, 1937. After crossing the International Date Line, they expected to land on Howland Island about twenty hours later, on the morning of the same date. The coast guard cutter Itasca, awaiting their arrival, had intermittent radio contact with the plane after its departure from New Guinea. But by 8:00 a.m., when they should have reached the island, Earhart’s increasingly anxious transmissions revealed that she and Noonan hadn’t spotted land and were running low on fuel. As the Itasca’s crew frantically sent more radio signals and Morse code, it appeared more and more likely that the famed aviator was lost. At 8:43 a.m., Earhart reported that they were on line “157” (southeast) and “337” (northwest), and running on line north and south; she failed to say in which of these directions she was heading. The Itasca waited, but heard only static after that point.


  That afternoon, an all-out search began, as the Itasca steamed at full speed to comb the waters north and west of Howland Island, based on the position Earhart had given in that last transmission. On July 7, the US Navy battleship Colorado arrived, expanding the search southeast of the island; two other destroyers would soon join the search. Planes from the giant aircraft carrier Lexington, based in San Diego, took to the skies over the South Pacific for nearly a week. On July 18, the Navy abandoned the massive search operation, having failed to locate a single trace of Earhart, Noonan, or the plane, despite searching more than 250,000 square miles in every direction from Howland Island.


  DEVELOPING STORY
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  Earhart at the controls. Library of Congress, Acme Newspictures


  


  
    THE EARHART PROJECT


    

    In 1988, the International Group for Historic Aircraft Recovery (TIGHAR) launched The Earhart Project, which aims to conclusively solve the mystery of Amelia Earhart’s disappearance.


    Since then, The Earhart project has mounted more than ten expeditions to the South Pacific, starting in 1989 and continuing to the present day.


    The organization and its executive director, Richard Gillespie, believe Earhart made an emergency landing on the uninhabited Pacific atoll of Gardner Island, which is now Nikumaroro, part of the Republic of Kiribati.
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