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CONTACT US

Heard a stupid thing?
Read a stupid thing?
Seen a stupid thing?
Know a stupid thing?
Send it to us!

We’re always on the lookout for more stupidity for our books, calendar, and blog—so if you’ve got something to share, you can e-mail us:

teamstupidest@stupidest.com
stupidestcalendar@yahoo.com

or write us:

Ross & Kathryn Petras
STUPIDEST THINGS EVER SAID
Workman Publishing
225 Varick Street
New York, NY 10014

Or post it on our blog:

www.stupidest.com

And let us know if you want credit for your find.
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CONTENTS

On an April Sunday in 1993, at the close of his weekly television show, the famous, respected, serious, and poker-faced newsman David Brinkley read a few stupid quotes from our recently published book—The 776 Stupidest Things Ever Said—and actually laughed. For us, the rest was history.

The book took off and so began our career as professional stupidity collectors, writers, and compilers. It’s been a lot of fun. Over the years we have read, listened to, and heard literally thousands of stupidities. Thousands of our readers have sent us their favorites as well. This book is the result, the crème de la crème of stupidity.

But what makes something one of the stupidest things ever said (or written, broadcast, produced, or otherwise disseminated—since early on we realized that to limit ourselves merely to things said would omit some true gems)? Well, sometimes it’s unintended irony. Or a horribly inappropriate choice of words. Sometimes it’s a mangled cliché, a bizarre analogy, a completely off-the-mark translation, a ridiculous misstatement, or an example of convoluted logic. You’ll see all of this—and more—here.

We’ve arranged this collection of the stupidest of the stupidest into top 10 lists (as you may have guessed from the title …). And just as stupidity is boundless, so is the scope of the lists here. They’re a wide-ranging, rather haphazard, but very intriguing collection (if we say so ourselves)—everything from “The Top 10 Stupidest Bee Comments” to “The Top 10 Stupidest Bureaucratic Blatherings.”

So there you have it: a collection of the stupidest things ever said and more. A collection of the stupidities that made us laugh the most.

We loved putting this book together. We hope you laugh as much as we did.
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Examples of Celebrities Sharing Their Vast Knowledge

1. Pericles? Is he the guy that did the thing with the potatoes?

actress Tara Reid
 
2. Radio host Howard Stern: What is the capital of New York?

Actress Tori Spelling: New Jersey?

3. Who is Yom Kippur? Is that the name of the new Japanese designer?

model-turned-businesswoman Kathy Ireland

4. I feel like a pilgrim from the f***ing ’20s washing this shit in the sink.

Jersey Shore reality star Snooki

[image: Image]

5. Q: Did you visit the Parthenon when you were in Greece?

Basketball star Shaquille O’Neil: I can’t really remember the names of the clubs that we went to.

6. This [the threads in a $20 bill] is so the United States government can scan you. They can tell if you’re carrying too much currency. When I showed this to my husband, it really wowed him. When I pulled out this little spy trick, he knew how well he’d done with me.

actress Patricia Arquette, during an Us magazine interview, in which she pulled out a $20 bill, ripped off a corner, and pointed out the threads in the bill to the reporter
 
7. Lawyer: What was your companion’s last name?

Socialite Paris Hilton: It is like a weird Greek name. Like Douglas.

8. TV host Jon Stewart: What is the capital of Uruguay?

Actor Lorenzo Lamas: There is no capital of Uruguay, you dummy—it’s a country!

9. How can you get a volcano in Iceland? When you think of volcanos you think of Hawaii, or long words like that. You don’t think of Iceland. It’s too cold to have a volcano there.

CNN anchor Rick Sanchez
 
10. Q: Who was the president during the Civil War?

Rocker Tommy Lee: Ummm … Winston Churchill? I wasn’t around then, so who cares?

Q: What is an isosceles triangle?

Lee: Somewhere in Bermuda?

Q: What is pi?

Lee:Is that the 2 = MC squared thing?


Personal Introductions

1. A man I’m proud to call my friend. A man who will be the next president of the United States—Barack America!

Sen. Joe Biden, at his first campaign rally with Sen. Barack Obama

2. Speaking of animals, he married his wife, Suzanne, when he was in college.

Utah governor Mike Leavitt, introducing Sen. Larry Craig

3. My friends, it’s with a great deal of pride that I present to you a president who wants to cut jobs—who wants to cut taxes to cut jobs—who wants to stop the regulations to cut the jobs … .

politician introducing President George Bush to an audience

[image: Image]

4. Hi, I’m Dean White, Dick of the college.

Duke University academic dean Richard (Dick) White, introducing himself at a faculty dinner

5. New York hostess introducing Russian Prince Yussupov, who participated in the killing of the “mad monk” Rasputin: This is Prince Yussupov, who murdered—just who was it you did murder, Prince Yussupov?

6. Here now is the Reverend Father McFadden—known all over the city, all over the country, all over the world and all over the … , all over the … , er, and other places besides.

British member of Parliament, introducing a special guest
 
7. We’re very proud to have Sugar Ray and Mrs. Ray here.

President Ronald Reagan, hosting Sugar Ray Robinson and wife

8. This country needs a spearchucker, and I think we’ve got him up on this podium.

Kenosha, Wisconsin, mayor Eugene Dorff, introducing presidential candidate Jesse Jackson. (He said later he had intended to say “straight shooter,” but slipped.)

9. Stand up, Chuck, let ’em see ya!

Vice President Joe Biden to wheelchair-bound Missouri state senator Chuck Graham

10. Here is Miss Monica Dickson to give you another talk on Cocking and Snooping—I beg your pardon—on Shocking and Cooping—er—I’m so sorry—Miss Monica Dickson . . .

television reporter Leslie Mitchell, attempting to introduce a guest who was going to talk about cooking and shopping


Newspaper Corrections

1. Correction: Last week’s column mistakenly misidentified a source. The European Commission president is Romano Prodi, not Buffy the Vampire Slayer.

The Prague Post

2. A Nov. 9 Southan News story about Nova Scotia’s black minority was accompanied by an inaccurate photograph caption. The photo, said to depict rundown homes outside Dartmouth, was actually of a pig farm. The Citizen apologises for the error.

The Citizen (Amherst, Canada)

3. There was a typo in lawyer Ed Morrison’s ad. His logo is: “Your case is no stronger than your attorney,” not “stranger.”

Tulsa (Oklahoma) Gusher

4. Clarification: The phrase “Dummy Head,” which was accidentally printed beneath a photograph in Thursday’s Clarion-Dispatch, was intended as a typographical notation for use in the production process. It was not intended to describe in any way the subject of the photograph.

Clarion-Dispatch (Alaska)
 
5. Norma Adams-Wade’s June 15 column incorrectly called Mary Ann Thompson-Frenk a socialist. She is a socialite.

The Dallas Morning News

6. The Denver Daily News would like to offer a sincere apology for a typo in Wednesday’s Town Talk. … It was not the author’s intention to call New Jersey “Jew Jersey.”

Denver Daily News

7. The Daily Evergreen would like to sincerely apologize for an injustice served to the Filipino-American, Spanish-speaking and Catholic communities on the front page of Thursday’s Evergreen. The story “Filipino-American history recognized” stated that the “Nuestra Senora de Buena Esperanza,” the galleon on which the first Filipinos landed at Morro Bay, Calif., loosely translates to “The Big Ass Spanish Boat.” It actually translates to “Our Lady of Good Hope.”

Washington State University’s The Daily Evergreen

8. Current regrets describing the offices of NPR Ventures as “plush” in the March 25 issue. Although there is a couch in the reception area that could be described as plush, on closer inspection the offices proved to be just ordinary.

telecommunications magazine Current

9. Because of a reporting error, Dr. Arleigh Dygert Richardson III, former teacher at Lawrence Academy in Groton, was described in his obituary yesterday as favoring tacky pants with tweed jackets and Oxford shirts. Dr. Richardson favored khaki pants.

The Boston Globe

10. The following corrects errors in the July 17 geographical agent and broker listing: International: Aberdeen is in Scotland, not Saudi Arabia; Antwerp is in Belgium, not Barbados; Belfast is in Northern Ireland, not Nigeria; Cardiff is in Wales, not Vietnam; Helsinki is in Finland, not Fiji; Moscow is in Russia, not Qatar.

Business Insurance magazine
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And Least Inspirational Coaches and Managers

1. Just remember the words of Patrick Henry: “Kill me or let me live!”

college football coach Bill Peterson

2. We might not be big enough, but it’s the size of the dog in the fight or the fight of the size in the fog. … Whatever it is, we don’t got it.

basketball coach Mike D’Antoni, commenting on his team’s terrible starting record

[image: Image]

3. We’ve got a good squad and we’re going to cut our cloth accordingly. But I think the cloth we’ve got could make some good soup, if that makes any sense.

soccer coach Ian Holloway

4. Basketball develops individuality, initiative and leadership. Now get out there and do exactly what I tell you to.

college basketball coach Dick Vitale

5. We’re not as good as we think we are. We need to go out there and prove that!

soccer manager Steve McClaren

6. Reporter: Is there anything this team does well?

Basketball coach: Not really.

Reporter: Are you making any progress?

Coach: I couldn’t truthfully say that we are.

Reporter: Do you like coaching the team?

Coach: I don’t care that much for basketball.

interview with the coach of the Friendsville Academy Foxes basketball team, which had chalked up 128 consecutive losses

7. I do not believe that at this moment in time, if that changes in years to come I don’t know, but what happens here today and changes as we go along that is part of life’s learning and part of your inner beliefs.

soccer manager Glenn Hoddle

8. I want 100 minutes of 60 percent football.

college coach John Potsklan

9. You guys start doing your warm-ups, and when I’m ready for you [holding up whistle] I’ll blow you.

college football coach John Potsklan

10. And I honestly believe we can go all the way to Wembley … unless somebody knocks us out.

soccer coach Dave Bassett


Least Comprehensible Advertising Slogans Ever Written

1. Be half as fresh as the day is long

on tampon package, Japan

2. Ghana, is, as you perhaps in Korea, and is regarded as the high-qualified Ghana our marvelous, smooth and mild whole already know, enjoying high reputation selling chocolates masterpieces of all milk chocolate.

on wrapper of Ghana brand chocolate bar, Korea

3. Men’s Under Wear: We’ll advise you about your “stickiness” about your daily life.

on men’s underwear tag, Japan
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4. Nobody can come to the Medusa Business Club.

in ad for the oddly named club, Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon), Vietnam

5. Everyone has different personality and taste. If they get together, it makes a family. “Every” is always staying near our life.

on Mitsubishi microvan “Every Joy Pop Turbo” models, Japan

6. We Try Our Best to Decrease Your Life

in shop window, China

7. Train

+ Ing
Traing

on posters for East Japan Railway Company, posted throughout stations and famous among English-speaking visitors, who can’t figure out what it’s supposed to mean

8. Shangri-la is in your mind but your buffalo is not.

on billboard, China

9. Smart noshery makes you slobber

on restaurant sign, Shanghai, China

10. Too fast to live, too young to happy

on cream soda bottle, Japan


Religiously Ridiculous Remarks

1. Sunday’s Lifestyle story about Buddhism should have stated that Siddhartha Gautama grew up in Northern India, not Indiana.

Bloomington (Indiana) Herald-Times

2. Realmente Bella Señorita Panamá beauty pageant judge: Explain the Confucius quote “Learning without thought is labor lost.”

Contestant Giosué Enith Cozzarelli Sanmartín: Good evening, Panama. Confucius was one of whom invented confusion and that’s why, uhh … One of the most ancient, he was one of the Chinese … Japanese who were one of the most ancient. Thank you.

3. Woman in grocery store: Is this matzoh kosher for passover?

Salesperson: Oh, don’t worry about it. You can just take it to your priest and he’ll bless it for you.

4. Presbyterian Church Easter Sunday Denver Colorado Call to Worship

Pastor: Christ has risen!

People: Christ has risen indeed.

Pastor: Joe is alive!

People: Redemption is here.

in a church bulletin

5. If the Apostle Paul had been here Saturday … he would have enjoyed seeing the Wisconsin-Iowa football game.

Rev. A. J. Soldan, pastor of the Luther Memorial Church in Madison, Wisconsin, 1926

6. Are You Smarter Than a 10 Year Old? host: According to the Old Testament, on which mountain did Moses receive the Ten Commandments?

Contestant: Ah, I think I know this one. Something tells me it’s Mount Rushmore.

[image: Image]

7. Documentary maker Alexandra Pelosi: What sort of car would Jesus have driven?

Driving club member, Cruisers for Christ: He might have driven a Chrysler.

8. Here is an evening prayer for the little ones, and to me it is very sweet and solemn:

Savior, tender Shepherd, hear me, Bless thy little lamb tonight, In the darkness be Thou near me, Keep me safe till morning light. To remove rust from window glass, dip cloth in coal oil and rub hard.

The Kansas City (Missouri) Star

9. If Christ were a ballplayer, he’d be the best there was. He’d take out the guy at second base, then he’d say, “I love you,” pick him up, slap him on the butt and come back to the dugout.

baseball player Brett Butler

10. We’d like to have Baptist ministers and Catholic priests buying and selling drugs, but the real world doesn’t operate that way.

John Paschall, the Robertson County (Texas) district attorney, commenting on drug arrests and defending the credibility of informer Derrick Megress
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