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    To the One who sits enthroned in glory,
whose holiness fills the heavens,
whose Spirit empowers the weak,
and whose mercy endures forever.
To the Lamb who was slain—
worthy of all honor, all worship, and all glory.
May every page reflect Your majesty,
and may every soul who reads this
be drawn closer to You.
Soli Deo Gloria—To God alone be the glory.


    



  	
        
            
            "I am the Lord; that is my name!
I will not yield my glory to another
or my praise to idols."
— Isaiah 42:8 (NIV)
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No Rival: The God Who Shares No Glory

by Rev. Nicholas Munyao

In every generation, the human heart has struggled with one core temptation: to take what belongs to God and offer it elsewhere. Whether through carved idols, the worship of self, or the pursuit of human recognition, mankind has persistently attempted to share in what belongs solely to the Almighty—His glory.

Yet Scripture resounds with a non-negotiable truth:

"I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images." — Isaiah 42:8 (KJV)

"For mine own sake... I will not give my glory unto another." — Isaiah 48:11 (KJV)

––––––––
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These are not gentle suggestions; they are divine declarations. God alone is worthy of honor, worship, and praise. He is jealous—not with insecurity, but with holy righteousness—for His name. He is not one among many; He is the only One. He cannot and will not be compared, diluted, or displaced.

In a world where human achievement is idolized and even spiritual leadership is sometimes elevated above God’s presence, this message demands urgent attention. The Church must reawaken to the truth that God has no rival, and that all attempts to glorify anything—or anyone—else are offensive to His holiness.

This book explores that truth. It delves into the nature of God’s glory, His exclusive claim to worship, and the danger of idolatry in both obvious and subtle forms. It examines how even religious activities can become tainted when done for the applause of men rather than the honor of the Almighty.

God does not compete. He reigns. He is not flattered by mixed devotion. He is glorified when worship is pure, undivided, and focused entirely on Him.

Let these pages serve as a call to return:

Return to reverence.

Return to holiness.

Return to the blazing center where God alone is exalted.

There is only One who is worthy. He does not share His throne. He does not share His name.

And He does not share His glory.

Soli Deo Gloria — To God alone be the glory.
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Chapter One: The Unsharable Glory of God
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“I am the Lord: that is my name; and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.”

—Isaiah 42:8 (KJV)

There is no truth more sacred and uncompromising than this: God does not and will not share His glory. His glory is the essence of His being, the fullness of His holiness, and the brilliance of His majesty. It is not a decorative trait but the very nature of who He is. When God declares that He will not give His glory to another, it is not a plea for attention—it is a proclamation of divine reality.

God’s glory is the visible expression of His character. It is what surrounds His throne, what fills the heavens, what caused prophets to fall on their faces, and what fills creation with awe. It is the atmosphere of heaven, the light of His presence, and the weight of His worth. When the heavens declare the glory of God, they are not exaggerating; they are pointing to the only One who deserves eternal praise.

The Lord does not merely request worship—He commands it, because He alone is worthy. He is not honored when worship is divided, when His name is spoken alongside idols, or when people attempt to take for themselves what belongs only to Him. Whether the idol is a statue or self-promotion, whether it is carved in wood or crafted in pride, God makes no room for rivals.

God’s declaration that He will not share His glory is not rooted in insecurity. It is born of truth. There is no one else like Him. No one else created the universe by speaking. No one else holds eternity in His hands. No one else forgives sin, rules over death, or shines with uncreated light. To give glory to anything or anyone else is a lie—and God is the God of truth.

Throughout Scripture, we see examples of how seriously God defends His glory. When King Herod received praise from the crowd and did not give glory to God, he was immediately struck down. When Israel turned to golden images, fire and judgment followed. Time and again, the Lord makes it known: His glory is not to be trifled with. It is not to be diluted, shared, borrowed, or stolen.

In modern times, idols may not look like golden calves or pagan altars, but they are no less real. When a person seeks recognition rather than giving God credit, when ministries become platforms for pride rather than vessels of grace, when performance replaces worship—glory begins to shift. And God, in His holiness, will not permit it.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to reveal the glory of the Father. He lived without pride, without self-promotion, and without compromise. His every word and act gave glory to God. When He prayed, He said, “I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” He is the perfect model of undivided devotion. In Him, we see what it means to live for God’s glory alone.

To live for God’s glory is to live with one purpose—to lift Him high. It is to resist every impulse to seek applause, to pursue self-importance, or to take credit for what only God can do. It is to make every part of life an act of worship, not performance. It is to be content with being unseen, so that God may be seen clearly.

God does not compete for glory. He does not campaign for recognition. He reigns, and He reigns alone. His name is above every name, His throne is established forever, and His honor is untouchable. He will not be one among many. He will not be added to a list. He will not accept worship that is mixed with vanity.

The glory of God is absolute. It is eternal. It is holy. It is His alone. To approach it casually is to invite correction. To steal it is to invite judgment. To surrender to it is to find life.

He will not share His glory with another.
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Chapter Two: When Man Reaches for God's Throne
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The story of humanity has, from the beginning, been laced with a subtle and persistent ambition: the desire to rise to the level of God. This desire, ancient and deceptive, is not always shouted aloud, but it echoes in the recesses of human pride. The second chapter of No Rival: The God Who Shares No Glory examines the dangers and delusions of man attempting to claim what belongs only to the Divine.

In the garden of Eden, the serpent’s temptation to Eve was not merely about fruit; it was about elevation.

"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil" (Genesis 3:5, ESV).

The offer was not just disobedience, but dethronement. God, the rightful King, was being replaced in the mind of man by a counterfeit desire to sit upon His throne. The moment Eve reached for the fruit, she reached for what belonged to God alone—glory, authority, and the right to define good and evil. And Adam, in silence, consented.

This moment marked the beginning of humanity’s long journey of self-exaltation. With every empire that rose and fell, with every idol carved and worshiped, with every king who declared himself divine, the theme echoed: man reaching for God's throne.

Scripture is filled with sobering examples. In Genesis 11, men gathered on the plains of Shinar to build a tower that would reach heaven. They said,

"Come, let us build ourselves a city and
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