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    For every child who has ever wondered if they belonged...
You do.
Exactly as you are.

      

    



  	
        
            
            "The world doesn't need another copy of someone else.It needs the wonderfully unique person you already are."
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The First Day
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Today was the biggest day of Dudley's whole life.

His very first day at school.

He had been awake long before the sun.

He had tried counting sheep. He had tried counting stars.

He had even tried counting freckles on his own nose.

Nothing helped. He was simply too excited to sleep.
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At last, golden morning light peeked through his bedroom window.

Dudley leapt out of bed with such enthusiasm that he landed in his slippers backwards.

"Oh dear," chuckled Mum from the doorway. "I think somebody's ready for school."

"I've been ready since yesterday!" Dudley grinned.
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Dad laughed as he straightened Dudley's little backpack.

"Let's get you dressed then."
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Mum opened the wardrobe. "What shall we wear today?"

"My favourite trousers!" said Dudley without thinking twice.

Dad already knew which pair he meant.

[image: ]

One trouser leg had cheerful blue-and-white stripes.

The other was made from beautiful blue Shweshwe fabric.

"They're wonderfully different," Dad smiled. "So am I," said Dudley proudly.
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Mum handed him two socks. One striped. One spotted.

"They don't match." "They don't need to," said Mum. "They match you."

Dudley laughed. "I think they're perfect." "So do we," said Dad.
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Before they left, Mum knelt beside him.

She wrapped his yellow scarf around his neck and gently brushed his fluffy forelock away from his eyes.

"Dudley... there are going to be children who don't understand you."

He listened carefully.

"They may laugh. They may stare. They may think you're strange."
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Dudley nodded. Dad rested a gentle hoof on his shoulder.

"But never let someone else's opinion become louder than the truth."

"And what is the truth?" asked Dudley. Mum smiled.

"The truth is... you are wonderfully made. You are wonderfully kind.

And you never need to become somebody else to belong."

Dudley threw his arms around both of them. "I'll remember. I promise."
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The walk to school felt like an adventure.

Dudley greeted every butterfly. He wished the birds good morning.
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He carefully moved an earthworm back onto the grass after the rain had washed it onto the path.

Dad watched quietly. "You know..." he smiled, "most children don't stop for worms."

"But he was going the wrong way," said Dudley. Dad laughed. "I suppose he was."
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The school playground buzzed with excitement.

Children were climbing. Running. Skipping. Laughing.

Dudley's ears lifted. "So many new friends!" he whispered.

He walked through the gate with the biggest smile anyone had ever seen.
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Then... everything became very quiet.

One rabbit stopped skipping. A young fox stared. Two squirrels whispered. A monkey pointed.

"Look at his trousers." "His socks don't even match." "Why would anyone wear that?"

They weren't trying to be unkind. They had simply never met someone quite like Dudley before.
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For the very first time that morning... Dudley looked down at himself.

At his funny trousers. His different socks. His bright yellow scarf.

His smile became just a little smaller.

Maybe... he really was different.

The school suddenly felt enormous. And Dudley felt very small.
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He took
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