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Before getting started, let’s review a few notes...

*Old Testament Scripture is normally taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE® (NASB), copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

*New Testament Scripture is normally taken from the English Majority Text Version (EMTV). Translated by Paul Esposito. Copyright © 2011.

*British spelling is often used, except for the quoted material, which normally employs U.S. spelling.

*Divine pronouns are normally not capitalized...

*As a general rule, words that appear in brackets within quotes are not found in the original texts, and were added by the translators or are my personal comments, etc.

*     *     *


K2 is not a Savage Mountain any more than the Eiger is a Killer Peak. It is an inert mass of rock, snow and ice. As I write these words, the winter winds will be howling round the Abruzzi Ridge, avalanches of powder snow will be scouring the couloirs, and the crevasses of the Savoia and the Godwin Austen Glaciers will be choked with their debris. But it will be harmless, for now there is nobody there. Humans, ambitious and ultimately fallible, will soon return to K2’s bleak vastness to meet their own self-imposed challenges...—Jim Curran (from chapter 14)

...At night, workers needed to bundle up in heavy coats and wool hats. But during the day, temperatures could reach 120 degrees. “Once, I saw a coyote chasing a rabbit and they were both walking,” Lovick recalls.—Annie Jacobsen (from chapter 7)
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I. The Lofty Palace
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A. Queen Nimrod

When it comes to Biblical names and their meanings, there is a sliding scale of certainty. Sometimes the text explicitly states the meaning, or perhaps the etymology is as straightforward to parse as ‘boxcar’ or ‘bathroom.’ Other times the etymology isn’t clear at all, especially if there is reason to believe that there may be foreign words at play. Then, on top of all this, sometimes the scribes of the Tanakh would change a name (or report the change prevalent among them) when it involved the boast of a false god or an overt enemy, etc. 

Therefore, we can never be one-hundred percent certain about the meaning of the infamous ‘Jezebel.’ She was a foreigner and a notorious enemy of the faith, which raises the possibility of a minority definition substantially. Yet, with that said, the verse in the Tanakh where her name first appears gives us good reason to think that this was her actual name.

Besides, taking the New Testament into consideration, the Lord Jesus Christ once alludes to Jezebel in a metaphoric manner (Revelation 2:20). If the name was a scribal swap then it’s unlikely that the Lord would have perpetuated the falsity. (You see, scribal swaps often made an account more reverent, more respectful before God and/or disrespectful to his enemies. Yet Jesus is God, part of the Eternal Trinity. He needs no questionable obfuscation to appear pious.)

Now, looking at the before-mentioned passage, let’s note a few things.


It came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him [King Ahab] to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped him...Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were before him.—1 Kings 16:31, 33


If the historian wanted to change names, he probably would have started with Ethbaal. The writer obviously used a hands-off approach. Added to that, the name ‘Ethbaal’—meaning ‘with Baal’—consists of very basic Hebrew. Thus we should expect Jezebel to consist of a non-pejorative, Hebrew confluence. 

So anyway, what does ‘Jezebel’ mean? Well, the good ole Keil and Delitzsch commentary translates it as, ‘...probably without cohabitation, cf. Gen 30:20, = untouched, chaste’...

Whatever you say, Jezebel.

As for Sidon, it was a Phoenician city to the north of Israel, situated on the Mediterranean. It’s often paired in the Bible with the greater locale of Tyre. The name ‘Sidon’ itself is commonly said by classic lexicographers to be derived from the root that means ‘to hunt.’ Why ‘hunt’ instead of ‘fish’ is hard to say, as surely it was the latter that was most appropriate. 

And speaking of what’s appropriate, Jezebel well represents this Phoenician area. As can be seen prominently in Revelation 17 and 18, the ideal called ‘Babylon’ in the Scriptures is chiefly tied to burgeoning commerce and devilish sorcery—along with the common boastfulness that follows. 

For example...


And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, gilded with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup being filled with abominations and the filthiness of the fornication of the earth. And on her forehead a name was written, a mystery: [or, ‘MYSTERY’] BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.—Revelation 17:4-5


And again, hearkening back to Isaiah in the Tanakh...


Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon; sit on the ground without a throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans! For you shall no longer be called tender and delicate...

Now, then, hear this, you sensual one, who dwells securely, who says in your heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me. I will not sit as a widow, nor know loss of children.” But these two things will come on you suddenly in one day: loss of children and widowhood. They will come on you in full measure in spite of your many sorceries, in spite of the great power of your spells. You felt secure in your wickedness and said, “No one sees me,” your wisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you; for you have said in your heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me”...

Stand fast now in your spells and in your many sorceries with which you have labored from your youth; perhaps you will be able to profit [or, as in the LEB: ‘perhaps you may be able to benefit; perhaps you may scare away;’ the Hebrew is obscure]...—Isaiah 47:1, 8-10, 12


Babylon is chiefly a spiritual designation. It doesn’t have to be found along the Euphrates. For instance, Peter is probably calling Rome this name at the close of his first epistle (1 Peter 5:13). Also, Nineveh, the great Assyrian city, sounded a lot like boastful Babylon...


This is the exultant city which dwells securely, who says in her heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me”...—Zephaniah 2:15


It’s funny that superpowers carry on in the same way today.

Likewise, other characteristics of Babylon are also attributed to other locales. The chief example is Tyre. The Phoenician region was to Ezekiel what Babylon was to Isaiah (e.g. Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14). The description of the spirit of this wayward gal that’s found in Ezekiel focuses largely on her commerce and greed (compare Ezekiel 27 with Revelation 18). And like with the other examples, Jezebel-like boasting was also noted...


The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, “Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Because your heart is lifted up and you have said, ‘I am a god, I sit in the seat of gods in the heart of the seas’; yet you are a man and not God, although you make your heart like the heart of God”’”...—Ezekiel 28:1-2


It’s practically inevitable that a major coastal region will wallow in love of money, also providing a port for every religion and philosophy under the sun to anchor in. And like a nefarious secret agent, Jezebel changes her appearance and lurks from her chamber window (Proverbs 7:12)...

B. Walk-in Wardrobes

1. An Overview 

Demons do as demons see. 

Let’s say some research scientists created a crazy new danger in a laboratory that managed to escape and reproduce. Let’s say the danger is killer flying-squirrels (hey I’m sorry, but I don’t want to suffer from any nightmares), with deadly venom between buck teeth along with all sorts of behavioural modifications. 

If the whole world suddenly became legitimately concerned with flying-squirrels that viciously attacked people who smelled of garlic on Tuesdays (really, you’ll thank me this evening), a lot of swarf would follow. There would be plenty of false flying-squirrel sightings and Tuesdays would certainly no longer be a day for school or work. 

And in the midst of the false leads and overreacting, a handful of people would see anomalies. They would report—ashen-faced—that gigantic squirrels, walking upright, were spotted just after their television exploded and everyone’s cell phones started ringing simultaneously. Others would report that as they were conducting a seance for their astute TikTok followers, everyone fell into a trance and was spoken to by Mahatma Sandy Cheeks [or maybe, ‘Mahati Atma’ Sandy Cheeks...please fact-check], who warned of ecological disasters and indigestion. After all, anyone who can make something stick to glass underwater is clearly enlightened.

Here’s the thing, though. In my storied account these people really did see the exploding television, the upright squirrels, and Mahatma Sandy. They really did; and if you had been in their shoes, you doubtless would have witnessed the anomalies as well. 

I believe the accounts of sober people who have encountered weirdness. Deep in my past, I encountered weirdness. I empathise. 

The anomalies are brought to us from something that we can’t understand, scientifically. I believe they are demons. You may believe they are something else. Either way, laughter, scorn, and dismissive attitudes will do nothing to stop the mysterious occurrences. Moreover, apart from holy ‘special revelation,’ all that can ultimately be accomplished via investigations is to drum up a list of questions that no one on the planet has the answers for. 

And taking a step back, the baseline belief is no less farcical in the real world. A killer flying-squirrel is a goofy idea; but so are speculations that we are being visited from other star systems or that intelligent people have a regular habit of confusing X-wing Starfighters for the planet Venus. 

Cattle mutilations are a great example of how these entities operate. Many people have become frightened over what is actually normal predation and scavenging. Owing to this, there is a buzz and an energy in sundry farmyards and fields. Speculation multiplies, as do the nightmares. It’s situations like these where bizarre, paranormal events actually do happen. Whatever entities are responsible seem to like plausible deniability (i.e., ‘it’s just predation’) as well as maintaining the ability to scare the pants off of people.

Another worthwhile example is the famous ‘Men in Black.’

2. Conjuring Eliot Ness

I remember the first time I had ever heard of the MIB. There was a library book of sorts when I was in the fourth grade, complete with an artist’s rendering of these intergalactic marshals on the cover. It terrified me. The fear of UFO abduction while outside at night was bad enough. But sombre-looking dudes who could show up at any time, glaring and intimidating—yeah...that’s one book that had no place next to my Trapper Keeper.

Cutting to the chase, I’m convinced that there are at least two major origins/causes of the Men in Black phenomenon. These are government operations and paranormal (i.e., in my view, ‘demonic’) manifestations. 

It’s a truly enlightening sub-genre. 

For starters, a popular device found within ufology is the ‘mistaken ancient’ shtick. Many have speculated that the Old World folks saw ghost lights and aura-clad supermen. Then, according to their fear and ignorance, they recast these ambient entities to fit their religious notions. This revisionist form of history falls flat at the feet of the MIB. 

The phantom portion of these figures have been trying to come across as shadowy officers from a shadowy organisation. Such agencies however
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