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			To my little boy Draco, whose impish charm inspired the best parts of Mr. Mouse! I cherish introducing you to math concepts like the ones in this book through homeschooling. I love you so much!
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		As kids, many of us learned addition and subtraction with drills. We weren’t taught much “method,” so we came up with our own ways of thinking about it. Some of us would look at 9 + 5 and first change it to 10 + 4 in our heads, some of us would count on our fingers, and some of us would simply memorize that 9 + 5 = 14. As it turns out, if we change 9 + 5 to 10 + 4, we’re thinking more about the nuts and bolts of what’s going on, which is at the heart of the methods being taught in the “new math” today.

		I mean, there’s nothing wrong with the idea of a nuts-and-bolts approach, but these days, even first- and second-grade math homework often looks overly complicated, even unrecognizable at times—especially to parents! Why? Partly because many of the new methods try to re-create subtle thought processes on paper for what could be very simple problems. Often, kids are even asked to think about problems in a certain way—which may or may not match up with your child’s way of thinking.

		Is there value in enriching our children’s understanding of these basic math skills beyond pure memorization? Of course! But there is a danger in making things too complicated, and we must remember that every child learns differently….

		In this book, I bridge the gap between the straightforward techniques we learned in school and the more involved methods being taught today. Mixed in with the kid-friendly humor and silliness, this book decodes new math techniques and brings the new methods into easy, fun, and familiar territory—with a bonus that your kids’ math homework won’t look so foreign to you in the future! Sometimes it’s as simple as translating new words—for example, in subtraction, instead of “borrowing,” today’s term is “ungrouping.” I’ll also explain how to work with the newer tools like ten frames, number bonds, fact families, and more, in plain (and fun!) language that we can all relate to. When it comes to adding and subtracting, students will be empowered to choose which method to use, or no “method” at all.

		So here’s to giving our kids a solid understanding of the basics of addition and subtraction (and number sense!) to prepare them for math success in elementary school, high school, and beyond—whether the new methods are just fads or are here to stay.

		Congratulations…and have fun reading this book with your child!
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		PS: While some advanced readers might enjoy this book alone, most children will benefit from an adult reading it to them—an adult who just might have a lot of fun with the antics of Mr. Mouse. [image: figure]

		 
				
					[image: figure]
				

			

			Throughout the book are “Game Time” sections with practice problems for your child. You’ll notice that I didn’t leave room in the book for you to do the math, so you’ll want to have a separate piece of paper handy. This was a deliberate choice to keep the book pages clean so your child can do the problem sets more than once for better mastery of the material. As an added bonus, siblings or friends will be able to use the book as well. Enjoy!
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					[image: Chapter 1. Stinky Toes and Hopping Frogs: Making 10 in Different Ways]
				

			

			
				
					
						[image: One of the best numbers in the whole world is 10! I love 10! You know why? That’s how many fingers we have! See? 5 and 5 is 10!]
					

				

				Making 10…with Fingers!

				
					[image: figure]
				

				Hold up your 10 fingers (or toes!). Now count them to make sure they’re all there. Did any run away? No? That’s a relief! Close your fingers together, and try moving just your right pinkie finger to the side, to create 9 + 1.
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				And since there are a total of 10 fingers on your hands, we can see how 9 + 1 = 10! Now try moving your right ring finger to meet your right pinkie, to show how 8 + 2 = 10.

				There are lots of ways to make 10, and they can ALL be done on your fingers!

				 

				
					
						[image: You’re very…talented, Mr. Mouse. But it’s a little harder for us humans to separate our toes like that.]
					

				

				Ways to Make 10!
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				Can you figure out which math sentence goes with each set of hands? I’ll do the first one for you!

				
					
						[image: figure]
					

				

				Let’s Play: I see all 10 fingers on the left and no fingers on the right. Which math sentence does this show? Yep, 10 + 0 = 10!

				Answer: 10 + 0 = 10
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			(Answers on page 146.)
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			A New Puppy! Making 10 on the Stairs

			Pretend you just got a new puppy, but she ran up 10 steps and now you have to go get her. You’re really excited, so you want to run, but you’re also really tired because you’ve been playing sports all day!

			You run up the first 6 steps, but then you get too tired and so you have to walk up the last 4 steps. You still make it up the full 10 steps, right? Here’s the math sentence for how you get up the 10 steps:

			
				
					[image: 6 + 4 = 10 (run) + (walk) = (total)]
				

			

			But maybe you’re REALLY tired, so you only run up the first 3 steps and walk up the rest of the way. Here’s a math sentence for that:

			
				
					[image: 3 + 7 = 10 (run) + (walk) = (total)]
				

			

			No matter how tired you are, you’re definitely going to come up with some combination of running and walking to make 10 total. I mean, it’s your new puppy!
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POING MATH ALSO MAKES YOUR
BRAIN STRONGER--JUST LIKE EXERCISING
MAKES YOUR BODY STRONGER!

DPON'T YOU LIKE MONEY?
AS A MATTER OF FACT,

NO, I PON'T LIKE
MONEY VERY MUCH.
IT'S ANNOYING.

POING MATH MAKES YOU
SMARTER AT ALL SORTS OF
THINGS LATER ON IN LIFE--
ESPECIALLY THINGS INVOLVING

NUMBERS, LIKE MONEM

BUT YOU LIKE BUYING
THINGS WITH MONEY,
PON'T YOU?

AND YOU LIKE HAVING A
STRONG BRAIN SO YOU CAN FEEL
GOOD AND SMART?

NO! I MEAN, I
GUESS, MAYBE. ARGH!
YOU'RE TRYING TO
DISTRACT ME!

08

OKAY, BUT THAT'S
CLEARLY NOT THE
POINT HERE.

AND BESIDES, IT SEEMS
LIKE THEY'RE NOT EVEN
TEACHING THE SAME KIND
OF MATH THAT EVERYONE'S
PARENTS LEARNED, AND IT'S

LIKE T WAS SAYING, MY NAME IS PANICA, AND
TOGETHER, WE'RE GOING TO PLAY GAMES
WITH MUFFINS AND TURKEY SANDWICHES AND
KITTENS AND GOOGLY EYES, AND YOU'LL SEE

NS THAT MATH CAN BE A SNAP.
P L |
VERY CONFUSING. >~ [ 22
WHAT IF I COULD YOU'LL
SHOW EVERYBODY LOVE IT/ \Z

HOW IT WORKS SO
IT’S NOT CONFUSING
ANYMORE?
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AAAAAH! YOU TRICKED ME! YOU
MADE ME LOOK OVER HERE, AND
THEN THEY TURNED THE FAGE!

YOU'LL HAVE TO EXCUSE MY
ADORABLE FRIEND MR. MOUSE.
HE'S AFRAID OF MATH, BUT
WE'RE GOING TO HELP HIM!

MY NAME IS PANICA,

HI, EVERYBODY!

AND WE'RE--

DON'T LET HER GET
AWAY WITH THIS!

MR. MOUSE, LISTEN, THIS
MATH STUFF CAN BE
REALLY EASY AND FUN IF
YOU JUST LOOK AT IT THE
RIGHT WAY.

MATH IS LIKE
A GAME!

ONLY YOU HAVE THE
POWER TO . .. CLOSE THIS
BOOK IMMEPDIATELY--
IT’S PANGEROUS!
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YOU'RE VERY . . . TALENTED,
MR. MOUSE. BUT IT'S A LITILE
HARDER FOR US HUMANS TO
SEPARATE OUR TOES LIKE THAT.

IT'S EASY FOR ME.

YES, OKAY, I GET IT. BUT CAN
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TOES AWAY NOW?

NOT A CHANCE.
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\

YOU WANT ME TO
COUNT ON MY TOES?
WHO DOES THAT?
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MY BACK PAWS.
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GOING TO LOVE IT.
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BUT THEN I WANT
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YEP, EVEN KIDS WITH
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LIKE, REALLY BAD.
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