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  Introduction


During a recent trip to the American South, as I traveled through Louisiana and South Carolina, I was met with an overwhelming sense of inspiration and gratitude for the American Revolution and the blessings we received from God throughout it. I was reminded of an idea I had shelved a few years ago in my “I’ll do this someday but probably never” folder, called ‘God’s Role in the Revolutionary War.’ 

The general idea was to write a book about different circumstances in the Revolution that could be attributed to God. This went from an opinion piece idea to an extensive research project of drawing patterns and parallels from Scripture and writing about how they align with events in the Revolution. 

I was convinced that I had to complete this book in time for the 250th anniversary of Independence Day.

That did not leave me with a ton of time, and the real work began about a week into June.

Providence, as it was so often called in the time of the Revolution, carried me through this process. I believe that is how I managed to write this project in its entirety in just about a week. My therapist can attest to my ADHD. The fact that I was able to finish this book at all is an incredible feat, but from concept to publication in less than a pay period points to something way beyond my own capabilities.

You’ll see in these writings that I am not concerned with fronting as a scholar of history or theology, so the tone throughout this book will seem pretty casual compared to most historical books. You’ll find that my writings are more like having a conversation than hearing a lecture. 

I appreciate your interest in this book, and any time that you spend with it. While reading it, I hope it offers some value to your understanding of the American Revolution through a lens of Christian faith, and ultimately I hope you enjoy it. 
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Oppression and Deliverance


To some, a book outlining God’s role in the American Revolution may seem arbitrary at best, and grasping at straws at worst. But, those who are skeptics will always find a detail to criticize, and this book is likely not for them anyways. 

The more I study the American Revolution, the more I can’t help but to see the fingerprints of God upon it all. What I would like to dive into first, is a criticism I received early on in my writings.
“Why do you think God wanted America to win?”
And to be honest, that is a fair question that set me back a bit, and caused a bit of reconstructing and consideration.

Why do I think the outcome of the revolution mattered to God? Would things have been so different if the British maintained their rule over the colonies? These questions, I found, have largely been answered throughout the patterns found in scripture.

God opposes unjust authority. The American colonists expressed in great detail, exactly the turmoil that they are under, in the declaration of independence. So, if you’d like a much more eloquent and detailed writing on the matter, I would direct you there. As for myself, I will try to stick to the basics, as to hopefully have this book finished sometime before I die.

“Taxation without representation” was among the first of the rallying cries of the American revolutionaries. We see quite simply in scripture how God views such an injustice: 
“By justice a king gives a country stability,
    but those who are greedy for bribes tear it down.” 
(Proverbs 29:4, NIV)

But not only were the taxes crippling, the restrictions on trade that England placed on the colonies, as well as a lack of local decision making leaders, led to many economic issues for Americans. 
“Woe to those who make unjust laws,
    to those who issue oppressive decrees,
to deprive the poor of their rights
    and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people,
making widows their prey
    and robbing the fatherless.”
(Isaiah 10:1-2, NIV)

We see many examples of colonists being treated as inferior compared to the British people, and that is clear in the policies of the time. If we look back to Exodus, a similar thing was happening to the Israelites.
“‘Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.’ So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites...”
(Exodus 1:10-12, NIV)

But God delivered His people from the oppression they were under, with an unlikely leader in Moses.
“The Lord said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey…’” 
(Exodus 3:7-8, NIV)

The amount of economic struggles the colonists were under, made their efforts in their work, stretched thin to cover their needs, and this is not righteous or just.

Now I’m not saying that I believe the American colonists were God’s chosen people, nor do I believe that any of them were perfect, but what I do believe is that God uses imperfect people to enact justice within the land, and combat injustice against him and people. I thought that would be worth noting now, since I am about to compare them to Israel in Exodus quite a bit throughout the whole of this book.

After several, admittedly less than peaceful, protests occurred in Boston, the quartering act1 was enacted and eventually martial law was declared. This caused more suffering and injustice to the American colonists than before. But do not think that this is invisible to God. King David wrote in Psalm 12,
 “‘Because the poor are plundered and the needy groan,
    I will now arise,’ says the Lord.
    ‘I will protect them from those who malign them.’”
(Psalm 12:5, NIV)


The last thing I will mention here is the aspect of religious freedom. England does not have a good track record of religious freedoms, and concerns of the Church of England controlling anything was likely valid here. When authority shifts, and becomes oppressive and coercive power, we’ve seen God deliver his people from it. 

From Exodus, to the return from Babylonian exile; From the English Civil War to the Protestant reformation; We see God carry his people through to freedom and to liberty. And while no nation is perfect, God is at work through all things for the good of his people. It is important to view the American Revolution, not just as a political upheaval, but a continuation of God‘s pattern of expanding freedom and justice with the ultimate end of full restoration and dignity under him still to come.
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 
(Romans 8:28, NIV)
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A Foundation of Faith


Without boring you to death with details of every prayer that the Founding Fathers sent above, I do want to start off this book with a few highlights of their faith to set the tone of what you’re about to read. While there are numerous reasons that we fought in the Revolution, and founded the United States, one of the reasons that is still passionately discussed today is religious freedom. 
You already know that. 
But what you might not know, because I didn’t truly realize the depth of it until I was researching for this book, is how big of a deal their faith was back then. I was shocked at not only how much of a Christian foundation we had in America, but also at how secular the story of the Revolution became over the years.
At the dawn of the Revolution, just after the British blockade of Boston Harbor in late spring of 1774, Thomas Jefferson drafted the first of what would become many calls to prayer1 by the leaders of the American colonies. George Washington wrote in his journal about it, saying that he “Went to church, fasted all day.” 
There are many mirrors of this kind of thing in Scripture. When seemingly undefeatable enemies come knocking, the wise leaders go to prayer first. Jehoshaphat called for prayer and fasting for all of the people of Judah.
“Some people came and told Jehoshaphat, ‘A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Dead Sea. It is already in Hazezon Tamar’ Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the Lord, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah. The people of Judah came together to seek help from the Lord; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him.” 
(2 Chronicles 20:2-4, NIV)

And later you see just how impactful their prayer was: 
“As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated.” 
(2 Chronicles 20:22, NIV)

Prayer and fasting are what followers of God turn to when there is no clear solution, or an overwhelming opposition, and the Founding Fathers are no different. With a clear track record of righteous deliverance, who else would you turn to? 
Going back to 1774, as autumn fell upon the colonies, the Continental Congress met for the first time. There was debate, due to the various sects of the leaders present, on whether or not it should be opened with a prayer. They finally concluded, convinced by none other than Sam Adams, to open with prayer despite the division of their religious sentiments. Jacob Duché delivered the prayer, reciting the 35th Psalm, leaving a lasting impression of unity and purpose to the entire room. 
“Contend, Lord, with those who contend with me;
    fight against those who fight against me.
Take up shield and armor;
    arise and come to my aid.
Brandish spear and javelin[a]
    against those who

“As the great Governor of the World, by his supreme and universal Providence, not only conducts the course of nature with unerring wisdom and rectitude, but frequently influences the minds of men to serve the wise and gracious purposes of his providential government; and it being, at all times, our indispensable duty devoutly to acknowledge his superintending providence, especially in times of impending danger and public calamity, to reverence and adore his immutable justice as well as to implore his merciful interposition for our deliverance…” 
“Since we ought to be no less persuaded that the propitious smiles of Heaven, can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which Heaven itself has ordained: And since the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny of the Republican model of Government, are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally staked, on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the American people.”7 
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