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        Peace

      
    
  
    
      
        
      

      
        

        Why Is Peace Important?

      Because no one should impose their beliefs on others,

      no matter how strongly they believe others are misguided.

      Because no one wakes up wanting to be hurt or killed,

      and no one should wake up wanting to do that to others.

      Because war never produces happiness for anyone,

      in the end, no matter the outcome, no one wins.

      Because NOTHING, I mean NOTHING, is worth dying for,

      unless protecting yourself and others from bodily harm

      Because ideology is infeasible beyond a single individual,

      meaning, no two people will EVER agree on EVERYTHING

      Because compromise is the best solution for disagreements,

      any time more than one person is involved.

      Because it all starts with one person thinking that their

      ideas are better than those of another, but they never are.

      It all ends either with Understanding or Suffering and Death.

      Abandon power, ye mongers, and leave us all live in peace.

    
  
    
      
        
      

      
        

        Our World is a Mess

      Condors soar at the edge of natures’ existence

      while kitties chatter at caged canaries.

      Great mammals beach from submarine sonar

      while Japanese call whale murder food research.

      Exhausts block sunrays; that melt the ice, warm the earth

      while ultraviolet beams cause skin cancer.

      Children can’t play in their yards for fear of molesters

      while the Internet foists our worst on curious Muslims.

      We consume food in excess and support many addictions

      while we tolerate greed from both legal and illegal drugs.

      Nuclear Neanderthals negotiate to join the Big Boys Club

      while being a “Beast” is a compliment to some but not most Arabs.

      Movies inject the worst ideas in youthful minds

      while the extreme religious ban books and take over School Boards.

      Does anyone still care about mankind, truth,

      freedom, peace and the health of our world?

    
  
    
      
        
      

      
        

        Children Could Save the World

      If only the savage beasts of the world

      could have a three-year-old child to love,

      to watch, to teach and help grow.

      How could a true father kill others

      and look his child in the eyes?

    
  
    
      
        
      

      
        

        Peace Will Forever Elude Us

      Humans can’t stand much boredom,

      they abhor emotional vacuum.

      They crave mental stimulation.

      Depending on their situation,

      they will drift in different ways,

      Creating emotional activity.

      A President might start a war,

      because he feels a need to create

      a way to prove a political point.

      A child may throw a tantrum

      to create excitement and attention,

      just for being ignored.

      Humans loathe simple peace and quiet.

      Except a rare few like the Dali Lama

      and those who survived the horrors of war.

      
        
        

        
      

      
        Gratitude and Love

      
    
  
    
      
        
      

      
        

        Stardust

      In my eyes and in my heart,

      love lays down a coating

      of magical dust,

      capturing the fingerprints

      of our passing time

      and waiting to be cleaned off one day

      far in the future.

    
  
    
      
        
      

      
        

        My Guardian Angel

      
        I rejected religion in college, once I learned better.
      

      
        However, there, I also met my Guardian Angel.
      

      
        If that sounds contradictory,
      

      
        Let me assure you it is.
      

      
        Religion calls on people to accept tenets on faith.
      

      
        College teaches you to accept only the facts.
      

      
        Catholicism believes in Guardian Angels…
      

      
        nothing could be farther from facts.
      

      
        But, in my case, without faith, I have one.
      

      
        Now, some people might say that my angel
      

      
        is a mortal woman, and others my wife.
      

      
        But I would argue she certainly is angelic,
      

      
        and has watched over me like the best Archangel.
      

      
        Truly, I would be dead if it wasn’t for her.
      

      
        From keeping me out of war to
      

      
        helping me to kick the deadly habits
      

      
        of nicotine tars and alcohol.
      

      
        But more than that, she has literally
      

      
        saved my life, and made for me a life
      

      
        I would never have had, and that’s a fact.
      

    
  
    
      
        
      

      
        

        Love of My Life

      My wonderful wife taught me to read.

      Well, actually, the nuns taught me how.

      My wife taught me the love of it,

      She taught me to want to read.

    
  
    
      
        
      

      
        
        

        
          
        Home, 1974

      A tender wife,

      our lovable dog,

      not a bit of strife.

      A weird fish,

      the warm TV,

      a broken dish.

      Open year ‘round,

      squirrels in the yard,

      vegetables in the ground.

      Warm in the winter,

      a place to hide,

      care for a splinter.

      Comfort and ease,

      cozy and safe,

      to sleep, walk or tease.
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