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He had fast cars, a large estate in a prominent Florida neighborhood and a successful construction contractor business. By many people’s standards Christopher Wilder had it all. He was a race car driver running on the Miami Circuit as a hobby during his free time, and a successful man in the construction industry, Christopher Wilder appeared to have the life everyone dreamed of. His employment was fulfilling and his love of photography was taking off in the form of being an amateur fashion photographer. Christopher Wilder believed that he was living a perfect life and nothing was out of reach for him. Little did he know that his perfect life would come crashing down in the year 1984. 
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The Makings of a Young Criminal
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To understand the horrific crimes Wilder would commit later in his life, it first helps to know about certain events that happened in his childhood. Christopher Bernard Wilder was born on March 13th, 1945 in Sydney, Australia. His mother was an Australian woman and his father was a US Naval officer. His life started out taunted by death from his first breath. He almost died at birth because of an infection but was able to recover and regain his health. A second incident happened at the age of two where he almost drowned in the family’s swimming pool. Some articles written about him speculate that these early events centered around death and almost dying were a premonition as to the type of person that Christopher Wilder would become later in life. Other people speculate that, because of multiple events almost killing him, that Wilder was not supposed to have survived and become an adult. These, however, are only speculation. There is no factual evidence behind either theory. 

Christopher Wilder didn’t move to the United States until the year 1969, at the age of 24. His parents, however, stayed in Australia rather than immigrate to the United States. His troubles, however, started in Australia when he was only 17 years old. The exact number of crimes Christopher Wilder committed in Australia is unknown. There are multiple unsolved crimes that are believed to be linked to Christopher Wilder but are unconfirmed. 

In 1962 Christopher Wilder committed his first crime that would lead to a life of sex-related crimes and, eventually, to his death. His first crime, committed at the young age of 17, was participating in a gang rape with a group of his friends. This crime gave him a sentence that mandated him to attend psychological counseling sessions and to participate in shock therapy treatments. The counseling sessions and shock therapy treatment did not correct the urge to commit these crimes. It appeared to only suppress them for six years, until he got married. Some believe that the shock therapy treatment actually made his violent and sexual tendencies even worse when the eventually resurfaced.

When he was 23 years old he married a young woman. It is unknown what her name was. It unfortunately was not a marriage with a blissful ending. The marriage didn’t last long at all. After only a week of marriage, Wilder’s wife fled. While the exact cause is unknown, it is speculated that the reasoning is abuse in one way or another, possibly the same abuse his victims experienced on his killing spree in 1984. 
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Arrival in the United States
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In 1969 Wilder moved from Australia to Florida to begin a new life for himself. He began working in the construction and real estate industry and became quite a wealthy man. He worked as a contractor and a partner in a successful construction contracting business. However, his partner would often refer to Christopher Wilder as lazy and unable to actually conduct any of the construction himself. The partner claimed he was the one that did all of the work in the construction contracting business and that Wilder was unable to even change a lightbulb.

He settled down and created an impressive estate, in an influential neighborhood, containing a large house with extensive decorations and a collection of fast cars. His estate in Boynton Beach was worth nearly $2 million at the time of his death. He became a race car driver in his spare time and, as a hobby, was interested in fashion photography. He even went through the effort of creating an impressive photography studio in his home, equipped with expensive camera equipment. This studio would become a boasting focal point when Wilder entertained guests at his estate. With a large house, fast cars and expensive cameras he seemed to be living the high life. The world would find out later that this picture of a perfect life was only half of Christopher Wilder’s story.
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The Sexual Assaults Begin Again
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Wilder’s old habits would catch up to him in 1974, at the age of 29. Using a fake name, Christopher Wilder lured a young aspiring model away from a local shopping mall. He had promised her a successful modeling career and convinced her to return to his car with him to set up a contract. While at his car he drugged her and then raped her. During the trial he accepted a plea bargain. This plea bargain resulted in probation and required him to receive psychiatric care. Similar to the psychological counseling and shock therapy treatment he received in his teenage years, the care did not correct Wilder and transform him into a new man. It only caused the desire to commit these crimes to increase and, eventually, ruin his life with a deadly ending.

The next eight years there were multiple attempted sexual assaults committed by Wilder. On one occasion, in 1976, he sexually assaulted the daughter of a client whom had hired him as a subcontractor to work on the client’s house. He had lured the girl to his truck by offering her a job interview to be a secretary. When she got into his truck he drove off. She became scared and he started to slap her. Thinking quickly, she tried to scare him off by saying she had a sexually transmitted disease. Unfortunately, this didn’t stop him from sexually violating her.  She did, however, manage to survive. 

During the trial for this crime the labels “psychotic” and “dangerous” were placed on Wilder. It was suggested by the first doctor that assessed Wilder that he should be enlisted into a residential program to be watched over constantly. A second doctor recommended supervised treatment rather than institutionalization. Neither of these options happened, however. Wilder ended up acquitted. The jury had discounted the young girl’s story. This time Christopher Wilder would get away with his crimes. 
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Vacationing in Australia, Continuing the Sexual Assaults
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In 1982 he decided to visit his parents in Australia. While he was there his sexual, beastly urges and unhealthy habits took their toll and he kidnapped two 15-year old girls. He forced the girls to strip down and photographed them naked. When he was arrested his parents bailed him out of prison. The court had granted the approval for Wilder to return to Florida to await his trial. However, due to his killing spree two years later, there would be no trial to convict him of these crimes against the young girls. The trial was supposed to take place in April of 1984. Unfortunately, due to the self-inflicted gunshot wound in a struggle with the State Trooper, Wilder was dead before the trial happened. 
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1984: The Year of the “Beauty Queen Killer”

[image: ]


1984 marked the year that Christopher Wilder went on his frightening six week long killing spree across the United States. Although only 39, this killing spree would eventually land him on the FBI’s 10 Most Wanted List. His name and face would end up plastered on televisions and papers all over the nation. He would allude local law enforcement and the FBI, and send young women all over the country into a terrified state. Public places like shopping centers were no longer considered safe. 

His modus operandi, or “mo” for short” for killing women developed into an easy pattern to detect. This pattern would cause a trail of bodies to be left for law enforcement to discover across the country. He would approach young women in shopping malls, or occasionally other public places like university courtyards, and lure them away with his expensive camera. He would target aspiring models and promise them jobs and successful careers. With one victim he even promised her that he would get her on the cover of Vogue magazine. The age range of these young woman would start at the young age of 15 years old, with Colleen Osborne, and went as high as 33 years old with Beth Dodge. He would torture them, rape them and abuse them. Then, the victims that he did kill, were either strangled, stabbed or shot. 

The victim list of women that would fall prey to Christopher Wilder’s vicious and beastly sexual desires in the year of 1984 was extensive. It included the
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