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“WAR IS THE STATESMEN game, the priest’s delight, the lawyer’s jest, the hired assassin’s trade.”    Percy Bysshe Shelly
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Even if it means their certain death?
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Kate
“James!”

I stumbled in my heels as we came to a stunning halt. We were on—well, some floor. Surrounded by rotting building materials and rusted metal. The man I called my husband held my hand as tightly as he could. I mean, I was losing feeling in my fucking fingers just clinging to him. He looked at me ... and my gut churned. The man who had looked upon me two weeks ago with pride in his eyes now looked at me as if he hated me. As if I were disgusting. As if I were the last person on the planet he wanted any sort of connection with.

And what made matters worse was that my opinion of him hadn’t changed.

I mean, I don’t know what the hell he was doing on that roof. I don’t know where the hell he got that gun. But I knew that if he hadn’t appeared and shot Marcello Dalacruze dead, I’d be dead too. He saved my life. He finished the mission I was supposed to complete. And now, we were on the run.

Something I know he blamed me for.

“We have to keep moving,” he said.

“Why do you have a gun?” I blurted out.

He snickered. “Why do you?”

Sirens wailed around us. The chaos of the streets penetrated the rotting walls of the abandoned building. James tugged me down another flight of steps. And then, another. Before I tugged at him again, wrenching my hand from him.

Something I didn’t mean to do.

“Are you trying to get us killed?” he asked.

I didn’t know how to answer him, though.

For the first time in my career, I was speechless. For the first time ever, I wanted Geneva in my ear. She’d know how to talk me out of this. What to say to James to make this all okay. But I was at a loss for words. I didn’t have Geneva in my ear. I didn’t have anyone to guide me. And what was worse was that I hadn’t actually completed the op.

My husband had.

“I’d be dead if it weren’t for you,” I said breathlessly.

He snickered. “Yeah. I know. And you’re going to get us both killed if we keep standing here staring at each other.”

“Do you hate me?”

“Kate, now isn’t the ti—”

“Do you, James, hate me?”

He pinned me with his eyes. “I don’t even know who you are right now enough to know if I hate you.”

I would have rather him told me he hated me.

He grabbed my hand again and I thought about the what-ifs. What if Marcella had killed me? What if James found my body up on that roof? It would have been better than this. The sweet peace of death. A grieving husband who still loved me. Had questions, sure. But at least he still loved me. With his eyes? The way he looked at me? I wasn’t even staring at my loving husband any longer. Just a man who thought I was a nuisance he had to put up with.

What would happen to us after we got out of here?

Death would have been better than this.

The screams from the street grew closer. The stampeding crowd and racing cars grew louder as we got to the bottom level of the building. James put out his arm, shoving me into the wall as we stood there. In the darkness. I heard the sounds of booming voices rattling off in native tongues. I heard voices inquiring about the president. About the barricade of cars. I didn’t hear guns popping off, but the chaos alone outside told me how much James’s gunfire had kicked off.

Why does my fucking husband have a gun with him?

Not once throughout the duration of our relationship did I ever feel a gun on him. Or see one in his apartment. And believe me, I checked. I checked under his bed. In his bathroom. In his closet. His kitchen. Upstairs in his library. I checked everywhere I would have hidden a gun just to make sure I knew where the weapons in his place were. And not once had I ever found one.

Did he buy it while we were here?

Why would he do that?

He sure as hell didn’t smuggle it into Belize.

Did he?

I looked up. I looked up the rotted spiraling staircase all the way to the roof. Where the body of the mass murderer and assassin’s body still lay. We had to get out of there. We were much too close to the body. And if we were caught anywhere near the vicinity of this building we’d be done for.

“We have to leave.”

James’s hard and angry voice pulled me from my trance. My gaze slowly panned over to his as my heart leaped in my throat. I had to kick myself into gear. I had to shake the shock from my body. I had to let the work part of me take over. I mean, it wasn’t as if I was hiding anything any longer. No use covering it up. Or acting like someone I wasn’t.

Why do you care? You’ve been lying to this man from the beginning.

What started out as a man I did a background check on for one night ended up in this. Us. Embroiled in marriage, tangled up in each other, and now running away from the same man we both intended to kill. Or, maybe, James hadn’t intended on killing Marcello. He simply came to find me and found a man pointing a gun at his wife.

“Why did you come looking for me?” I asked.

He snickered. “I need a reason to come looking for my lost wife?”

“Yes. You do.”

“I thought you were in danger.”

“Why?”

He shrugged. “I don’t know. We’re in a crowded city we know nothing about and you’re here one moment before being gone the next.”

I narrowed my eyes. “You’re lying to me.”

“Says the fucking queen.”

He spat his words and it drove a dagger through my heart. And yet, that didn’t erase the fact that he was lying. About which part, I wasn’t in the right frame of mind to consider. But he was lying. How long had he been lying in our marriage? I hadn’t caught him in many lies. I mean, not until leading up to our honeymoon at least.

The car and it being moved.

Where he had gone when he didn’t want to talk about it.

I know he didn’t have any reason to believe a word I said. But I had just as much of enough reason to not believe him. And the worst part of all this was I had to keep lying to him. The second I came clean to him about STIX, we’d be on the run forever. They’d hunt me down like a fucking rabid animal. Even after all this, I still wouldn't have permission to tell him about my line of work. I mean, it’s bad enough my op was just blown. But telling him about STIX? About my past? About what I do?

That would ruin my career.

That would surely get me killed.

Sirens screamed around us, pushing the crowd closer. We were losing our window to slip effortlessly out of this damn building. I reached out for James’s hand, but he ripped his away. A motion that broke a part of my soul. I felt myself crumbling. I felt myself caving in. I felt myself failing. Over and over again.

Something I wasn’t familiar with.

“You want to keep lagging along? Or you want to actually get out of here?” he asked sharply.

I don’t know what it was about his question that kicked my mind into gear. But something jump-started. And my brain started turning at an exponential rate.

“We’ll blend in if we take to the streets. Things will only get worse and it will be harder to get down if we don’t move now. They’ll be blocking all entrances once they get the crowd dissipated. We’re losing our chance,” I said.

“No. I’m not staying on the street when we’re coming out of the building where this damn body is. It’s bad enough we’re already on street level. One burst through that door and we’re in handcuffs for the rest of our lives.”

“It’s our only shot. We have t—James!”

“Shut up with yelling my name.” He growled.

He tugged me back up the stairs. Flight by flight. All the way back up to the top. We burst through the doors and came back to the crime scene. The one thing we were trying to get away from. The fuck was he thinking? What the hell did he expect us to d—?

“James!” I exclaimed.

“Shut. The hell. Up.” He hissed.

He fisted my hand as tightly as he could. And I mean, I lost the fucking feeling in my fingers. He checked over the crime scene one last time, making sure there was nothing that linked us to it. No bloodied footprints. No hairs. No fibers. Nothing. Then, he took a running start.

And dragged me along with him.

Shit. Shit. Shit. Shit.

“You can’t make that. Not without training.”

“James, the buildings are too far apart.”

“We’re gonna—!”

He leaped into the air and I followed in stride. I braced myself for having to save his ass once I touched down onto the other building and he fell between them. But, the longer we soared through the air, the more I became shocked. Not only had James lunged farther than I ever could have, but he also planted directly into the neighbor's roof of the other building. While I was the one almost slipping off the edge.

“Come on.” He groaned.

Where the hell did that come from?

We kept running. I followed behind him as he tugged me, and our legs carried us from roof to roof. I was entranced by him. By the strength and stamina he had in his legs. Even with the limp. Even with the anger in his eyes. Even with the hatred flushing through his veins, he still tugged me along. Refusing to leave me behind for authorities to catch. Which would’ve been the smart move. Pinning something like that on someone else.

That has to mean he still cares, right?

I quickly got my feet underneath me, and soon, I was in stride with him. Sprinting. Leaping. Hopping from building to building. I stayed by his side, no matter what it cost me. No matter how hard I began sweating and no matter how much my legs cried out for mercy. I needed to stay with him in case he needed me. In case there was something I could provide for him that he couldn't provide for himself.

Even though he was the one who saved my ass.

I stole glances at him. As we leaped over buildings and ducked behind brick ledges, I listened to the sound of the crowd. We followed how they were diverting themselves, using the chaos as a cover. With every building we leaped onto, we took a second to duck and cover. Just in case someone looked up and thought they saw something. It was easier to stay down until someone thought they were seeing things rather than keep going and confirm our presence.

But, after a few buildings, we ran out of rooftops.

“Shit.” James hissed.

“Down. We have to go down,” I said.

“That isn’t going to work. We’re going to get—”

“Just follow me, asshole.”

I slipped onto the rickety fire escape and practically slid down the metal bars. We got to the bottom and I took his hand. Only this time, I was tugging him along. Every time I saw a camera, I ducked into a store. I started screaming and feigning horror as we ran through. Blending in with the mass panic of gunshots at the president’s rally. Blood pumped through my veins. I felt my heart skipping beats. Making my knees weak and my head fuzzy as I battled between panic and the need to survive.

What’s going to become of us?

“Police. Duck.” James hissed.

After tearing through a convenience store, a line of Secret Service agents came rushing up the sidewalk. And when James pulled me to the floor, the convenience store clerk gave us an odd look. He cocked his head. Narrowed his eyes. And I knew damn good and well what that face meant.

“Should’ve listened to me,” he murmured.

Then, he gripped my hand and we were off again.

Running for our lives while my husband seethed over my existence in his life.
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James
I told this woman that getting to the ground was a shit idea. But, Kate was nothing, if not stubborn. And right now, she was exactly nothing. I had no fucking clue who this woman was. The woman I married. The woman I was currently on my honeymoon with! I couldn't think about that, though. I had to get us both out of there.

I had to keep her alive long enough to pry answers from those red lips of hers.

My heart surged in all different directions. My soul felt as if it were crumbling while my heart pumped with excitement. My brain told me to leave her behind and get the fuck out of Dodge, but my cock told me to pull her closer. Because she was the hottest woman I’d ever encountered in my entire life. None of that mattered if we didn’t survive, though.

So, I focused.

We slipped out of the convenience store and moseyed along with the crowd. And the second I found an open window in an abandoned building, I gripped her around her waist. I picked her up as if she weighed nothing and slipped her through it. Then I hopped in after her.

“Subtle,” she murmured.

“Come on.” I grunted.

I pushed her through the abandoned stretch of buildings, following the crowd but staying out of sight. This is what we needed. No trace of us anywhere at this fucking thing. We were losing the crowd, though. Which meant barricades would go up soon.

Not good, James. Get to safety.

We burst through the rotted back door of a string of stores before pouring out into an alleyway. It stank of rotten eggs and fly larvae, which made my stomach curdle. I felt Kate tugging me, but I refused to go with her. The plan of hers was idiotic, and it would get us caught.

Or worse.

“Just trust me. Come—”

I snickered. “Rich words coming from you.”

“Oh, and you haven’t told me any lies?” she asked.

I watched her whip around, leveling me with her stare.

“Like you didn’t lie to me about going anywhere when I went to work the day we came on this honeymoon? Like you didn’t lie to me about moving your damn car? Or traveling for work? Or taking on all those clients?”

I blinked. “What the hell are you—?”

She waved her hand in the air. “Save it, Almighty One. I know your clients aren’t really clients. I know you aren’t traveling for your work at the news station. I don’t know what the hell you’re doing with your time, but I don’t question it because it makes you happy, which makes us happy. And that’s all that matters to me.”

“Yeah, well. If it mattered to you, then I’d know who the fuck I married.”

“Same. Here.”

I glared at her and she tossed it right back. Then she
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