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“Ralph, my friend Marcie has a Kindle that her husband bought her.  She loves it, so I think I would like one too.”

I looked at her in disbelief.  Does this woman think that money grows on trees?

“Isn't your friend Marcie handicapped and has a hard time holding a regular book?  I can see why her husband would buy her one of those reading devices.”

“Yes, she is,” Gloria said, staring at me.  “But Kindles are neat and fun to read.  You don't have to be handicapped to want one.”

“Well, I am not going to spend a bundle of money on a Kindle when you could go to the library and check out a book if you want to read?”

She looked at me and decided to appeal to my thrifty side.  “It costs money to drive to the library to get DTBs, so they are hardly free.  Then I have to drive to the library to return them.  If I buy books from Amazon, I have to pay postage which costs money.”

I was going to say, then don't buy books from Amazon, but thought better of it. “What is a DTB?” I asked.  

“DTB stands for dead tree book,” she said, smiling.  

“A Kindle only costs about double what a tank of gas costs,” she said.

I thought about the gas situation for a moment.  Frankly I get angry every time I fill up the gas tank since it costs a small fortune.  Although I have a good job and make plenty of money for my wife and me to live on comfortably, I don't believe in wasting money.  In the old days I would been admired, but now people think I am just tight.

Gloria was still looking at me with fire in her eyes.  I don't understand women, I thought, feeling sorry for myself.  She should be thankful that I am thrifty and was able to save enough money to take her on a nice cruise.  We had just got back from a trip to Europe.

“So you are not going to buy me a Kindle, Ralph Edward Thompson?  There were a lot of people reading Kindles on the ship, and I was bored since I only had a lady's magazine.  Not only was it boring but was embarrassing.  People probably thought we were poor, or maybe my husband was tight. I bet they all felt sorry for me too.”

I frowned at her before saying, “No, I am not going to buy you a Kindle. They are just a fad which will go away soon anyway.  If you needed a new computer, I would buy you one of those.”  I loved computers so considered them good investments.

That evening when we sat down to dinner, I got a shock.

“Gloria, what is this?  We never have TV diners since you usually make me a nice dinner of pork chops with mashed potatoes or something else good.”

“Eat it and shut up.  If you aren't going to do anything for me, I am not going to do anything for you.”

I looked at her in disbelief, wondering what brought this on.  “Are you still angry since I won't waste money on that fad gadget?” I asked.

“It is not a fad,” she said, in a bad mood.  “This is the wave of the future, and every one of my friends have them and love them.”

“Oh, well,” I said, resigned as I ate my TV dinner.

“When I got ready for bed my wife said, “You are sleeping on the couch until you stop being so tight.”

She grabbed a pillow and a blanket and handed them to me.  I went and lay down on the couch in the family room and thought angrily, that darn Kindle was sure causing me a lot of trouble.

The next morning while I was eating cereal for my breakfast, I noticed the dirty dishes in the sink.  Gloria was still in bed sleeping although she usually got up and made me a nice breakfast.

I went on to school and noticed a few of my students carrying Kindles.

That evening while we were eating a TV dinner,” she said, “Where is your pistol?”

I had bought it a while back because there had been some burglaries in the neighborhood.  I kept it in my closet hidden behind some things.

“Why are you interested in the pistol?” I asked, wondering.

“I may just shoot you if I can figure out how to fire it,” she said, grinning maliciously.

“You are going to shoot me just because I didn't buy you a reading device?” I said, in astonishment.  

“It is more than that.  You are depriving me of my pursuit of happiness.  Wasn't that a guarantee in the constitution? Women with Kindles can go on Amazon and download some romance novels with lots of sex and get the novels in seconds.  I have a tight wad husband and have to go to the library to get a book and most of the novels are not even racy.”

I taught high school history so knew all about the Constitution.  I wished they had put something in there about rebellious wives.

I was starting to get worried.  My life had been so simple, and Gloria had always been a wonderful wife.  Now I was eating TV dinners and sleeping on the couch because of that Kindle thing.

“How much are those Kindles?” I asked, at least willing to ask some questions.  I still thought they were a waste of money.

She suddenly brightened up and said, “They have dropped in price from $139 to $114 so are a bargain.”  She knew I loved bargains so thought maybe I would consider buying her one now?

So I went on the Internet and looked at Kindles on Amazon and did some research on them.

The next day Gloria and I went to Wal-Mart and bought her a Kindle for $114. She also picked out a purple book jacket, which was her favorite color.  That cost me another $39. Then I got the extra year warranty for $10.  

My wife charged up the Kindle for about three hours and then registered it with Amazon and was soon downloading free novels.  I was surprised that it only took seconds to make downloads.

She had always liked to have our 35 pound Australian Shepard mix lay in her lap.  She found out that she could lay the Kindle across his back and read comfortably as she petted him.

That evening she made me a nice dinner of pork chops, mash potatoes, and cream corn and said that I could move back into the bedroom.  She suddenly loved me again and even sat in my lap. She whispered in my ear about the nice time we were going to have in bed that night.

So my life was back to normal.  Some of you macho type men would probably think that I was a wimp since I caved into my wife's demands.  I guess I was, but not buying it was getting to be too much of a burden.  In marriage, the husband has to bend sometimes to have a happy home.

The next day, my wife went to her Tops club, so I picked up her Kindle and looked at it.  She had a lot of racy novels on there.  I didn't notice anything good such as Clive Cussler, Louis L'Amour, or anything a man would like.  She had downloaded a couple of Steven King novels, which were about the price of a paperback.  

I read a little of the Dead Zone and noticed how easy the Kindle was to read.  It was just a matter of pushing a button on the side to change pages.

When my wife got home after TOPS and shopping, she saw me reading the Kindle and said, “I thought I bought a purple jacket for my Kindle.”

“You did,” I replied.  “I decided to buy me a Kindle too so went down and got one while you were gone.  I got a nice black jacket for mine.  I have already downloaded some real novels by authors such a Clive Cussler and Louis L'Amour.  I especially like the Joe Pickett novels by C.J. Box.“

“I guess if I have to waste money on you, I might as well waste it on myself.  However, in the long run, I may actually save money since Kindle books are cheaper than hardbacks.  And as you pointed out, we are saving money on shipping and handling.  If you had explained the Kindle benefit to me originally, I would have bought us both one quickly.  So it is actually your fault, Gloria that it took so long for us to get Kindles.”

My wife stared at me for a moment, and then shook her head as she said, “Husbands.” 
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