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Jesus spoke unto them, saying, “Behold, I have chosen you from among men and have given you the Law and the Word of truth. I have set you as the light of the world and as a city that cannot be hidden. But the time comes when darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people, and the enemies of truth and righteousness shall rule in my Name, and set up a kingdom of this world, and oppress the people, and cause the enemy to blaspheme, putting the opinions of men as my doctrines, and teaching in my Name that which I have not taught, and darkening much that I have taught by their traditions. But be of good cheer, for the time will also come when the truth they have hidden shall be manifested, and the light shall shine, and the darkness shall pass away, and the true kingdom shall be established which shall be in the world, but not of it”.

Chapter 95 of The Gospel of the Holy Twelve. Spiritual Texts Academy
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Our realm, our human nature, where do we go from here?

The transfiguration of Jesus in mount Tabor proved that there are better worlds than this. He opened from some brief time a portal to a higher spiritual realm from where Moses and Elijah passed to be with Him briefly to finally see the face of their God, and through them, the prophets and the law saw completion. Jesus also revealed His true spiritual body for Peter and John and James to see.

This is good news for all of us living in this fallen world trapped inside this fallen human nature. This higher spiritual realm has been prepared and provided for us through Jesus’ redemption of humanity [“In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you”. John 14:2, KJV].

Transfiguration has been defined as: “a complete change of form or appearance into a more beautiful or spiritual state” (Oxford dictionaries). So, according to this definition, this is also a real possibility for all true followers of Jesus Christ to attain liberation.

But can we find a way to enact our transfiguration into spiritual beings even on this earth? Is there a way? Did Jesus mention something about this? Can we follow Him and become free with Him and through Him to live in the house of the Father?

In this adventure, we have two enemies that will oppose the achievement of this goal: one is Satan that is going to go into battle against our return to our lost Paradise with all his might, and the other is our own shadow, that is the inertia of our fallen human nature accumulated in our bodies and our minds throughout our many lives in this earth.

Mental reasoning is not going to be of any help for us on this path and it could be a serious burden; nevertheless, our experiential knowledge of the battles we have won against our own shadow and against the unending obstacles that the evil one has set up against our release from this earthly bondage will certainly be of assistance.

The world, the flesh, and the devil must be put aside if we want to transfigure our mortal bodies into immortal spiritual beings.

On this very subject, Jesus invited us to build here a treasure in heaven, and in Matthew 6:19-21, he gave us a valuable key to accomplish this goal when he said: “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (KJV).

Jesus knows that our heart is the center of our being and that behind a movement of our hearts a treasure will appear. Motivation stems from the heart and the opportunity materializes due to the conditions that are created by our minds to achieve this purpose. Energy follows thought. 

To exemplify this fact, let’s consider that a house that provides shelter [motivation] was first only in the mind of the Architect until it took form [opportunity] and became a reality. 

Heart/motivation/mind/matter. It is as simple as that. The problem is that our motivations are material attachments and desires, to serve ourselves endlessly. Consequently, God disappears from our lives because among other things, we are what we think, and with our thoughts, we make our world. For example, Jesus, to take away the attention of His apostles from the material to the spiritual, told them that He had food to eat that was not material and that they did not know of, and explained:” I have meat to eat that ye know not of. My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work” (John 4:32,34, KJV).

The act of following God’s will is always the highest form of spirituality.

If we seek to serve God with all our hearts, our heavenly Father will provide the opportunities for us to fulfill our mission on this earth. 

Just as the apostles that were told by Jesus to sit and consider the cost that would imply being His disciples, we need in all honesty to ask ourselves these questions:

What is our food? [John 4:34] Where is our treasure? [Matthew 6:21] Do we live to obey our heavenly Father’s will? 

Now, we may ask, what is the work that God wants me to do in this fallen world with my fallen human nature? Do I have a mission in the mid of this valley of tears? Other, then surviving the best way I can?

Yes, because we all have been given certain talents [abilities] to work with them in this life as God’s gifts to us, and He expects us to take advantage of them and to multiply what we have been given during His absence (Matthew 25:14-30, KJV). God knows perfectly what we can potentially do with our capacities. But most of all, He expects us to manifest His spirit in all that we do, so this earth will manifest His glory. [“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away”. Revelation 21].

Our Father expects us to spiritualize this gross matter and to materialize His spirit in our world and our human nature through our talents, and always in conformity with His perfect will. This is the principle of transfiguration whose highest expression is a glorified spiritual body. A resurrection body is the highest attainable state for human beings.

Aha! but what is the perfect will of God so I can always follow it? How can I discern it?

This is the typical question that we all ask sometimes, and it is an excellent excuse not to do anything because we live too self-absorbed in this fallen world. The will of our heavenly Father is like the kingdom of God as it was announced by Jesus that cannot be defined by reasoning or by saying oh, it is here in this book, or oh, it is there in the next spiritual workshop, or oh, it will come soon as a revelation from that enchanted wood if we listen hard enough in this forest.

The will of God is here amidst us, it is always inside of us in our hearts, and it reveals itself at every moment that we confront a thought or a feeling that challenges us with the decision to do our own will as opposed to the loving will of our Father. This is why in Proverbs 4:23, Solomon, son of David, King of Israel advised us to: “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (KJV).

When we give way and manifest in our lives envy, [Matthew 20:15] lust, [Matthew 5:28] anger, [Matthew 5:23-24] selfishness, [Matthew 20:25-28], hate, harsh judgment towards others, criticism, lack of faith in God’s justice, and give up our lives to fear and self-centeredness in every possible situation that is being brought to ourselves moment by moment, and day by day, we are not being faithful to the will of God for us. 

We have in Jesus the perfect example of a Son who followed with perfection the will of His Father in heaven. And He certainly is our light and our path to follow; we do not need to look any further. But, to follow the narrow path, He invited us to walk through to enter the kingdom of God, we need nerves of steel because the abyss on every side of this path will pull us down every time we turn to see it, and we need an unbreakable will as well, because the world, the flesh, and the devil will try to entice us with their hypnotic chants at every step we take.

Following Jesus, we will be following our Father in heaven. But to follow Jesus will imply releasing control of our lives to give Jesus all control from there on, the same way He gave total control of His life to His Father in heaven. In this matter, Jesus affirmed: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise” (John 5:19, KJV). 

The same applies to all of us followers of Jesus. We must imitate our teacher to the utmost perfection, doing what He does.
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