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Join the Rainbow Magic Reading Challenge!

Read the story and collect your fairy points to climb the Reading Rainbow at the back of the book.

This book is worth 2 stars.




To Cecily, Marmalade, Crumpet, Olaf, Chase, Molly and kitties everywhere!
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Special thanks to Rachel Elliot
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[image: An illustrated map depicts Katrina’s Kitticorn café and the Fairyland Palace. A waterbody separates the Palace from the Café. A kitticorn looks out through a window in the café.; The exterior of a building is shown with a cat outside, and a magnified view of The Cats’ Cubbyhole is depicted on the left. Three cats hangout together, settled on the furniture in the room.; An illustrated map depicts Jack Frost’s Ice Castle at a distance from the Goblin Grotto with three houses.; An illustrated map shows the city, and The Theatre Royale in the outskirts.]
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Jack Frost’s Spell

My goblin goons are “thinking” now –

A thing I simply can’t allow!

Next, they’ll ask to be set free,

But that idea does not suit me.

I’ll cut them off from Fairyland,

To keep them under my command.

Without the kitticorns they’ll see

That they must keep obeying me!
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Story One

The Heart Collar
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Chapter One

City Kitties

[image: Gracie sits in the front seat of a car with her Mum Michelle. Kirsty, Khadijah and Rachel sit at the back of the car.]
“I can’t believe that everyone’s parents actually said yes,” said Gracie Adebayo to her mama, Michelle. “A whole morning in the city all by ourselves. I’m so excited!”

It was the first day of the holidays, and she was sitting in the front seat of her mama’s ramshackle old car, Bert. She twisted around to smile at her friends Rachel Walker, Kirsty Tate and Khadijah Khan, who were squished together in the back seats.

“It’s good to have a bit of independence,” said her mama, shaking back her curly red hair. “I’ll drop you off right outside the café, and I’ll pick you up at the same spot after lunch, when I’ve collected my order.”

Michelle was an artist and she had ordered some special paints and brushes from an art supply shop in the city.

Rachel had been pointing out famous places they were passing.

“We’re almost at the city centre,” she announced.

Khadijah hugged her bag to her chest.

“What if we get lost?” she asked in a small voice.

She hadn’t wanted to miss out on the adventure, but seeing the busy city made her nervous. Kirsty gave her hand a gentle squeeze.

“Don’t worry,” she said comfortingly. “We’re all together and Gracie’s mama knows where we are. Besides, we have a mission!”

She pulled a brightly coloured leaflet from her pocket. She had been waiting for this day ever since the leaflet had been posted through her letterbox.

[image: A card with paw prints and other decorative elements on the four corners, reads “The Cat’s Cubbyhole come to the opening of our cat café, and meet the friendliest cats in the city. Enjoy your favourite treats while cuddling the resident kitties. Fate might even lead you to your purrfect pet! Saturday 10 am.”]
“You must know that off by heart,” said Rachel with a smile.

“I just hope Pearl doesn’t get jealous when I come home covered in other cats’ fur!” Kirsty replied.

The mention of Kirsty’s cat reminded Rachel of their other, more magical adventures, because Kirsty had named Pearl after a real-life fairy. The four girls were friends of Fairyland, and had often helped the fairies to outwit the spiteful Ice Lord Jack Frost and his naughty goblins. Jack Frost was a bad fairy who was always trying to spoil things. Luckily, the girls were more than a match for him and his goblin servants.

Soon the girls were waving Michelle goodbye as they stood outside the new cat café. It was down an old cobbled street, squeezed between a bookshop and a toyshop. An orange sign above the door said THE CATS’ CUBBYHOLE, and a queue of chattering customers stretched along the pavement. Just then, the city clock struck ten and the café doors opened.

“We’re just in time!” Gracie said, bouncing up and down with excitement.

[image: People are lined up in front of the Cats’ Cubbyhouse.]
“This is going to be miaowvellous.”

Her friends groaned laughingly.

“Worst pun yet,” Kirsty told her.

“Come on in!” said a man in the doorway. “The cats are ready to meet you.”

Inside, big armchairs were grouped around polished tables, the scent of cinnamon buns hung in the air, and there were cats absolutely everywhere. Ginger toms dozed in hammocks, ragdolls and bobtails darted along ceiling-high cat runs, and silky white Angoras weaved between customers’ legs as if pleading for a stroke.

The girls ordered cinnamon buns and strawberry bubble teas from a friendly woman behind the counter.

“Thank you all for coming to our grand opening,” she said as she put the buns on a plate.

[image: Gracie, Khadijah, Kirsty and are inside the cubbyhouse, playing with the cats inside.]
“We’ve been looking forward to it all week,” said Kirsty. “Are you one of the owners?”

The woman nodded.

“I help older and special needs cats to find homes,” she explained. “The money from the café will help to pay for medicine and care.”

“That’s so kind,” said Khadijah, smiling shyly as a fluffy black kitten rubbed against her ankle. “Are they all looking for homes?”

“No, the rescue cats stay in a cosy area away from the café,” the owner replied. “The café cats love people, but they also have a room away from customers for when they need a break and a catnap.

“Just choose a table and let the cats come to you,” the woman continued. “Remember, this is their space and they deserve your respect. Don’t pick them up or disturb them when they’re sleeping, and you’ll have lots of fun.”

“Let’s sit over there,” said Gracie.

She picked up the tray of buns and bubble teas and pointed to a table beside a huge wooden cat castle in the middle of the café. The castle was taller than the girls, with turrets, tunnels, a clock tower, and tiny cubbyholes just big enough for a snoozing kitty. Feather toys, climbing ropes, and scratch posts were dotted all around it.

The girls sat down and Gracie picked up a feather toy. Almost at once, a tortoiseshell cat came bounding over. She stalked and chased the feather as if it was the most exciting thing in the world.

Suddenly, a pinpoint speck of golden light zigzagged across the floor. The tortoiseshell cat pounced on it, trying to catch it with her fluffy paws.

“Where’s that light coming from?” Rachel asked.

They followed the direction of the light with their eyes – all the way up to the highest cubbyhole of the cat climbing castle – and gasped. The light was coming from the tip of a wand … and the wand was held by a tiny, giggling fairy!
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