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			Introduction

			Twenty years ago, when the late author Bill Cannon first put together two volumes of Texas trivia, he brought to light some of the more interesting stories from the Lone Star State that had fallen between the cracks of recorded history. In the years since, other have taken up the gauntlet to seek out the truth of these fascinating gems hidden in the treasure troves we call libraries, museums, and past generations’ memories.
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			Thanks to the marvel of the Internet, it’s easy to access reliable sources for updated information and simply to get some “facts” straightened out. In the process, several entries from the original volumes didn’t make the cut: One county (Winkler) that twenty years ago was recorded to be the second-to-least populated county in the state has since experienced (relatively) explosive growth, an iconic tree has exhaled its last oxygen, businesses have changed hands or closed, and facts have arisen to debunk certain long-standing legends as nothing but fodder for campfire stories (which is probably how they got started). Nevertheless, some accounts continue to fascinate us as we dig deeper. The origins of the mysterious rock wall in Rockwall County continue to spark debates among geologists and archaeologists—and the more they discover about it, the more questions arise. Although a marker in Round Rock declares that town to be the final resting place of outlaw Sam Bass, old-timers insisted he made it all the way to Grapevine before succumbing to fatal bullet wounds and that he was buried surreptitiously near their family plot. And who knew that the all-American sandwich that has taken the world by storm and driven fast-food enterprises into international fame and fortune—the humble hamburger—was invented by a Texan? It was, wasn’t it?

			If, in reading these lesser-known facts about this amazing state’s people, places, and events, you’re inspired to do some of your own digging, this updated edition of Texas Trivia will have served a noble purpose—and you’ll be just a little bit smarter than your average Texan.
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			¿De Dónde Es?

			Did you ever wonder, “Where on earth did that name or saying come from?” If you’re a native who’s lived in Texas your whole life, you’ve likely got a long list of such terms or names, and you assume you know what they mean. Or maybe you’ve heard so many different stories throughout the years that you’ve decided the truth is too hard to pin down. Regardless of whether you’re a longtime resident, a visitor, or a recent transplant, here’s a quick primer in Texanese.

			Texas Howdy

			The word Tejas, from which comes the word Texas, is said to be the Spanish rendition of the greeting Spanish explorers received from the Hasinai (Caddoan) Indians and means friend or ally. In recognition of this translation, the state motto, “Friendship,” was adopted by the Forty-First State Legislature in February of 1930.

			You Say Green Grow, I Say Gringo

			Gringo, the Latin American slang word used to denote English-speaking foreigners, especially North Americans, originated during the Mexican-American War of 1846–1848. A popular soldier’s song sung by Americans contained the phrase “Green grow the violets,” which to the Mexicans who heard it sounded like “gringo” instead of “green grow.” The term was thereafter associated with the “Norte Americanos.”
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			How the Alamo Got Its Name

			One famous landmark in Texas was named for the cottonwood tree. The Spanish mission Alamo was named for a grove of cottonwood trees nearby; alamo is the Spanish word for “cottonwood.”

			Original Barbecue

			The origin of Texas barbecue is an interesting one, to say the least. “Barbecue” is a corruption of the Spanish word barbacoa, which was a Sunday breakfast that dates back to the Spanish vaquero (cowboy). During the early days of Texas, it was customary for a landowner to slaughter a cow at the end of the week. The landowner generally kept the carcass for himself and donated the head to the vaqueros. The vaqueros dug a pit and layered it with mesquite coals and rocks on the bottom, then wrapped the cow’s head in wet burlap and lowered it into the coals. They covered the head with rocks and aromatic leaves or dirt and cactus. It was left to steam overnight and ready for a feast Sunday morning.

			The XIT Ranch

			Ranches and cattle brands have always been a fascination to Texans and non-Texans alike. The lore attached to some of the ranches and their brands are frequently reflective of the state’s history. Such is the case with the XIT Ranch and its brand. (By the way, it’s pronounced “X-I-T” and not “exit.”) The ranch was established in 1885 as a piece of land totaling 3,050,000 acres given to the Chicago firm that built the state capitol building in Austin. This massive ranch covered all or at least most of ten counties in Texas. The designer of the XIT livestock brand says that the design was chosen because it would be difficult to alter; however, the brand gave rise to the generally accepted ranch name “Ten-In-Texas” (X standing for ten counties, IT for In Texas).

			King Ranch

			Santa Gertrudis cattle, a distinctively Texas breed, were developed on the gigantic King Ranch in Texas by Robert Justus Kleberg. The breed was named for the Santa Gertrudis land grant from which the ranch was built. The King Ranch had its beginning in 1852, when Richard King purchased a Spanish land grant of seventy-five thousand acres in Nueces County on the Santa Gertrudis Creek. After King’s death, his widow asked his lawyer, Kleberg, to manage the ranch. It was under Kleberg’s management that the now famous breed of cattle was developed. Kleberg married King’s daughter, Alice Gertrudis King. Kleberg’s ranch, his cattle, and his wife’s name originate from the same root.

			Frying Pan Ranch

			The so-called Frying Pan Ranch was located in today’s Potter County in the Panhandle. It was built as a model ranch to demonstrate the effectiveness of the newly marketed barbed wire. Its cattle brand was in the shape of a panhandle, and as a result, cowboys on the ranch renamed it “Frying Pan Ranch.”

			Winchester Quarantine

			The Winchester Quarantine had nothing to do with diseased firearms. It was in fact an “extra-legal device” used by Panhandle ranchers to staunch the northward movement of cattle that might spread the cattle tick. Charles Goodnight of the JA Ranch and O. H. Nelson of the Shoe Bar posted guards along the forty-five-mile stretch between the ranches so that nesters moving north were required to go around the line or turn the cattle over to the watchmen until the first frost (and with it, the end of tick season). Because of the ready-loaded guns of the guards, the line was called the “Winchester Quarantine.”

			Poinsettia

			One of our best-loved Christmas symbols is named for a transplanted Texan. The poinsettia is named for Joel Poinsett, an amateur botanist originally from South Carolina. It’s said that while Poinsett served as the first US minister to Mexico from 1825 to 1829, he took a liking to the showy flower while living in Texas. When he introduced the flower to Washington, DC, it was named after him.

			The Old 300

			A Dutchman of “questionable honesty” is the namesake for Bastrop County and was influential in obtaining land grants to attract some of the first Anglo settlers to Texas. Some believe that Baron de Bastrop, who was born in Holland, was a tax collector there and absconded with all the tax revenues. But here, Bastrop seems to have done well. He used all his influence with the Spanish governor of Texas to get him to listen to Moses Austin, father of Stephen F. Austin. Moses had approached the governor with plans to bring Anglo colonists to settle Texas, but the plan had been rejected and Austin was told to leave. De Bastrop was very influential with the governor and intervened for Austin. As a result, Austin was able to get land grants and to bring three hundred families into Texas. These first families went on to be known in history as “the old 300.”

			Two Bits

			We are familiar with the expressions “two bits, four bits, six bits” when speaking of American coinage, but does anyone really know what a bit is? Early Texans had to know: some posted rates for river ferries indicated the cost for transporting one small animal, such as a hog, was one bit. As coins were a rarity in early Texas, colonists used the Spanish silver dollar known as “pieces of eight.” These were minted in Mexico City in 1535 and in the 1730s. The coin could actually be cut into eight pie-shaped pieces called “bits.” Each bit was worth twelve and a half cents in US currency. When the United States coined the quarter, it was worth twenty-five cents, or two bits. The half dollar was worth four bits and so on. The word peso is actually an abbreviation for the phrase peso del ocho, meaning the weight of a piece of the eight.

			Corduroy Roads

			During the early days of oil discovery and development in Texas, drilling crews frequently found accessibility to their work hampered by seas of mud around the drilling rigs. According to Houston wildcatter Glenn McCarthy, at times the so-called roads were hip-deep in mud on a man and belly-deep on a horse or mule. When all vehicles were so mired, drilling crews would lay logs on the roads to travel on. These were referred to as “corduroy roads.”

			Daisy Bradford

			Although the name Daisy Bradford might not be emphasized in Texas history classes, it is an important one in state history, especially to the people of East Texas. It was on Daisy Bradford’s land that C. M. “Dad” Joiner drilled the Daisy Bradford #3 oil well, which was the gusher that brought in the East Texas oil field on October 6, 1930. This was considered the greatest oil field in the world and made Joiner the “father” of the East Texas oil field, hence the nickname “Dad.”

			Whip-Handle Dispatch

			The “whip-handle dispatch” refers to a group of letters sent from Matamoros, Mexico, to Texas in 1836. The letters, which were hidden in a hollow whip handle, were written to warn the Texans that a large number of Mexican troops might invade Texas in the summer of 1836. The dispatch resulted in the issuance of a circular calling for the enlistment of the militia on June 20, 1836.

			The Town without a Toothache

			One small town that fits the profile of having an unusual claim to fame is the Panhandle town of Hereford, county seat of Deaf Smith County. This town was named for the massive herds of Hereford cattle in the region, which were significant enough to bring recognition to the town; however, its name gave way to a hidden asset that more nearly suited a publicist’s formula for generating fame. It was discovered in 1941 that the children of Hereford had fewer cavities and other tooth defects than was known in other Texas regions. This was enough to establish bragging rights in any town. A study revealed that the town’s water and soil had an exceptional amount of minerals, including natural fluoride.

			This deterrent to tooth decay was a publicist’s dream. The town became known as “the town without a toothache.” The phenomenon, bolstered by the catchy boast, brought Hereford to the attention of the United States, as well as to the eyes of the world, through the many newspapers and magazines that picked up on the story.
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			Mobeetie

			Mobeetie, in Tyler County, was originally named Sweetwater. When the townspeople applied for a post office in 1879, they had to select a new name because there was already another Sweetwater. A tongue-in-cheek story goes that a local Indian offered his name, Mobeetie, which was later discovered to mean “buffalo chip.” However, The New Handbook of Texas tells us that mobeetie is the Indian word for “sweet water.”

			Alibates

			The Alibates Flint Quarries in the Texas Panhandle, near the Canadian River, became recognized as a national monument in 1965. The name Alibates came from the unintentional corruption of the name of a young cowboy who lived in a line camp at the quarry site in the late 1800s, Allie Bates.

			Ragtown

			When the Fort Worth and Denver Railroad was constructed across the Panhandle county of Potter in 1887, a construction crew camped on the property of Jess Jenkins, where a collection of buffalo hide huts and tents called “Ragtown” became the nucleus of present-day Amarillo. Henry B. Sanborn laid out a town site one mile southeast of Ragtown near Amarillo Lake, so named by Mexican herders because of the yellow color of the banks of the lake. The county seat remained Ragtown until 1893.

			Ransom Canyon (or Cañón de la Rescate)

			Southeast of the city of Lubbock, Texas, on the Brazos River in the vicinity of Yellow House Canyon, one can find one of the most unique links to the Native Americans in Texas: Ransom Canyon. This canyon on the Texas South Plains came by its name quite honestly. The canyon was known by the 1820s as a place where the Indians and New Mexicans met to barter for cattle and horses and trade for any captives. Captives were literally ransomed. These meetings took place from July to September each year, and the practice continued into the 1840s.
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			Odessa

			The first immigrants to Ector County found wide, rolling plains covered with mesquite and underbrush. Because of their resemblance to the steppes of Russia, an official of the newly built Texas and Pacific Railroad named the first settlement Odessa.

			Old Glory

			Texans are not strangers to patriotism, and this is vividly pointed out in Stonewall County where the town of Old Glory is located. The original name of the town was New Brandenburg, but anti-German sentiment during World War I was so strong that the citizens changed the name of their town to something they deemed more patriotic, hence, Old Glory.

			Sweetwater

			Sweetwater, another misnamed town, was founded on Sweetwater Creek in north-central Nolan County. Residents and anyone else familiar with the area know that the water there is anything but sweet!

			Mineral Wells

			One Texas town got its name from its main natural resource. For many years, hundreds of thousands of Texans and residents of nearby states came to Mineral Wells to drink and bathe in its water from natural wells, touted as an elixir that cured everything from paralysis to baldness. The town’s bath houses were crowded with people suffering all types of disorders. The magical healing water was later dehydrated and the crystals packaged and sold as a patent medicine in drug stores throughout the country.

			Named by Presidential Order

			Burkburnett, fourteen miles north of Wichita Falls in Wichita County, was originally called Nesterville, as it was established by nesters on land that was part of Samuel Burk Burnett’s vast Four Sixes ranch. It was later changed to Gilbert. In 1905 President Theodore Roosevelt was Burk Burnett’s guest for a wolf hunt at the ranch. He had such a grand time he ordered the US Postal Service to change the name of Gilbert to Burkburnett in honor of his host. The town became the only community in Texas named by order of a president.

			The Mysterious Rock Wall in Rockwall County

			Rockwall County and its county seat, the town of Rockwall, were named after a rectangular outcropping of a subterranean dike or rock wall that can be seen in several places in the county. The wall, which encompasses an area of approximately twenty square miles, was discovered in 1852 by Terry Wade as he was digging a well. An article in a 1987 edition of the Dallas Morning News says that the wall extends five to forty feet below the ground. Much scientific study of the wall has been made, and the findings vary between it being a natural geological formation and the construction of a very early tribe. As part of a History Channel documentary in 2013, forensic geologist Scott Wolter concluded that the formation was created by layers of sand that settled and fractured in a unique pattern that looks strikingly similar to a man-made wall. To further complicate the mystery, geologist James Shelton noted several elements of the wall that appear to be “various linteled portals and archways complete with arch guiding springer stones.” Given the property owner’s reticence to allow large-scale excavation, this enigma may never be solved.

			Resurrected Namesake

			Gleaning out Texas locations with unusual claims to fame requires a heap of looking, but in Texas, where excess seems to be the norm, we found one Texas city with not one but two (count ’em) genuinely unusual claims to fame. Wichita Falls, we are told by learned historians, “was named for a five-foot waterfall on the Wichita River,” which died of natural causes more than a hundred years ago, some say. Texans disdain giving up such icons as a namesake, and civic pride demanded rehabilitation of the falls. In the middle 1980s city fathers decided that just as there was a rock wall in Rockwall, there should be a falls in Wichita Falls.

			The original little falls was replaced by a more impressive, if man-made, falls in a park off US 287 near downtown, which was dedicated in 1987. Although in a different location than the original namesake, once again the city has a falls to match its name!

			Skillman Street

			The name of one of Dallas’s busiest streets was changed due to a controversy. Prior to 1939, Skillman Street was named Charles Lindbergh Street. After moving to Europe in 1935, Lindbergh became acquainted with German field marshal Hermann Goering, head of Nazi Germany’s air force. Lindbergh was invited to inspect the air force and afterward proclaimed it the finest air force in Europe. He was given a decoration by Adolf Hitler. After he returned to America, he became active in anti-war groups. According to a newspaper article at the time, Lindbergh was called by some “a Nazi agent in the U.S.” Public opinion mounted against the American hero, and a movement was started that resulted in the Dallas City Council changing the name of the street to Skillman Street.

			Swiss Avenue

			The Works Progress Administration’s guide to Dallas points out that what became one of Dallas’s most fashionable addresses, Swiss Avenue, was so named because it was originally settled by a group of Swiss immigrants who came to Dallas after Swiss-born Dallas mayor Benjamin Long, a former La Reunion colonist, returned to Zurich in 1870 and persuaded a group of his countrymen to immigrate. Almost three dozen arrived in December of 1870 and built homes along what would become Swiss Avenue.

			High Five

			Today’s “high-five” is a congratulatory gesture, particularly among athletes. But there was a time in Dallas when the term had more perilous implications. When the old city hall was located on the corner of Harwood and Main Streets, the Dallas city jail was located on the fifth floor. The jail was irreverently called “High Five,” especially among those who were periodically incarcerated. At that time a threatening word of caution was, “If you don’t stop this or that, you’ll end up on High Five!”

			“Panther City”

			Although there are several versions given by historians as to how Fort Worth got the nickname “Panther City,” the most accepted one is that in 1875 a Dallas newspaper reported, “Fort Worth is such a sleepy town that a panther was spotted dozing unmolested on Main Street!”

			Where the West Begins

			The city of Fort Worth’s slogan, “Where the West begins,” has no basis in any modern map markings. Those Texas cities located east of Fort Worth have come to think of that city as the demarcation line indicating the beginning of West Texas. The much-publicized slogan originated as the result of an Indian treaty. On September 29, 1843, General Edward H. Tarrant, for whom Tarrant County is named, and General George W. Terrell met with leaders of nine Indian tribes and signed the Bird’s Fort Treaty, calling for Indians to end conflicts and establishing a line separating Indian lands from territory open for colonization. The Indians were not to enter lands west of that line, which was drawn through what is today Fort Worth. From this, Fort Worth adopted the slogan “Where the West begins.” The city’s cattle and cowboy culture lends credence to this descriptive slogan.

			Fort Spunky

			Fort Spunky, Texas, in southeastern Hood County, was originally Barnardville, named after Barnard’s Trading House in 1847. It earned its current name after several fights broke out while the town was in the process of getting its post office.

			Arp

			A town in East Texas changed its name to benefit strawberry shippers. Arp, located in Smith County, was originally Strawberry, Texas. According to the Handbook of Texas, the name was changed to honor William Arp, a popular newspaper editor, and to aid strawberry shippers who had to label crates by hand. No doubt the shorter name reduced hand-lettering and thus increased the number of crates a shipper could label in a day.

			Saxet

			The backward (spelled) town of Saxet, Texas, was a farming and cattle-raising community in Shelby County and a shipping point on the Santa Fe Railroad. When the rail spur was removed, Saxet became a ghost town.

			Little Angel

			The only county in Texas named for a woman is Angelina County. When Spanish friars established their mission, San Francisco de la Tejas, they took in an Indian child whom they named Angelina, which means “little angel.” She was baptized and learned to speak Spanish; she later became an interpreter for Spanish explorers. The “little angel” also lends her name to a river and a national forest in Texas.

			Battle Named for a Saint

			One famous Texas battle and river may owe their names to a European saint. The Battle of San Jacinto in which Texas won its independence took place along the banks of the San Jacinto River. The river was discovered on St. Hyacinth’s Day, August 17. St. Hyacinth was known as the Apostle of Poland and died in 1257.

			Bon Ami

			Bon Ami, in Jasper County, may very well be a clean place to live, but it was not named for the well-known scouring powder. Its name honors a Louisiana town by the same name. Clean or not, the town should be friendly: Its name, in French, means “good friend.”

			Beaumont

			Among those Texas cities having an unsuitable name is Beaumont, founded in 1835 when its first reputed Anglo settler, Noah Tevis, sold fifty acres of land to the Thomas Huling Company through its agent, Henry Millard. A town site was laid out and named Beaumont, which means in French “beautiful mountain.” Some say Millard named the city for a relative, while others say it was named for a slight elevation southeast of the city. The latter seems preposterous, since the highest elevation in Beaumont, located on the Gulf Coast, is thirty-six feet above sea level.

			Grayburg

			The Big Thicket town of Grayburg was established in 1805 by the Thompson-Ford Lumber Company, which built a lumber mill there. All the buildings were painted gray. Dr. F. L. Thompson, the company physician, suggested the town’s name.

			Brazos River

			One of the most interesting bits of geographic trivia involves the naming of the Brazos River. A very poignant legend, accepted by most historians as fact, involves the explorer Francisco de Coronado, who in 1716 with his expedition party wandered through Texas for days without water and would have died had a band of Indians not led them to a stream. Upon finding the water, a padre accompanying the expedition exclaimed, “Los brazos de dios!” which means “the arms of God!” Thus the life-saving body of water became the Brazos.

			Y’all Come Back Now, Ya Hear?

			The picturesque Hill Country town of Fredericksburg has a built-in friendly greeting for visitors. The first letters of the street names going east from the Vereins Kirche (church) spell “ALL WELCOME.” Those going west spell “COME BACK.” Locals explain that in the town’s early days a lot of people came through Fredericksburg from the east on their way west, so they got their welcome from the east and an invitation to return as they departed westward.

			Sunday Houses

			The building of Sunday houses is believed to have originated in the Hill Country town of Fredericksburg. Upon their arrival, German settlers were given a half-acre town lot and a ten-acre farm plot. As there were no rural stores or churches, it was sometimes necessary for families to stay in town for several days at a time to trade and to attend church. This was especially true on special days such as Easter and Christmas. Some colonists used their town lots to build houses for staying over in town. These were called “Sunday Houses.”

			Pedernales River

			One of Texas’s most publicized rivers was named for the raw material used by the Indians in the making of weapons and tools. President Lyndon Johnson’s beloved Pedernales River was so named because of the large amount of flint rock found there. The Spanish word for “flint,” or “arrowhead,” is pedernal.

			Buda

			The town of Buda (pronounced Byooda) was named for a widow who ran a hotel there. The word is a corruption of the Spanish word viuda, which means “widow.”

			Waterloo, Capital of Texas

			For nearly two hundred years the name Waterloo has been synonymous with defeat and doom. Even Webster’s New World Dictionary defines Waterloo as a “town in Belgium, scene of Napoleon’s final defeat (1815); any disastrous or decisive defeat.” Was it just a matter of geography or a cynical, political predestination that Austin, the Texas state capital, was originally named Waterloo? According to the Texas Almanac,

			In 1839 the Texas Congress authorized a commission to select a permanent capital. It was to be north of the Old San Antonio Road between the Trinity and
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