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Dedicated to my dear wife D. 

You are my love, my best friend and my inspiration.
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Chapter 1. Unamerican America
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America is currently facing many serious domestic political issues and troubling foreign relations and trade issues. These difficulties may seem unamerican to most Americans, but there is really nothing unamerican about the quirky and destructive political games being played out in the Congress and the White House, the uncivil war between the political divides, and the racial injustice and other glaring inequalities in the American society.

This is highlighted by the short but chaotic Trump regime which caused serious disruptions to both domestic politics and international relations. Its anti-foreign and anti-China rhetoric and actions that exploited domestic populist, xenophobic and economic sentiments were particularly destructive and dangerous. The end of the Trump regime, however, was as dramatic as its beginning. But what was most shocking was the final violent mob invasion of the Capitol.

As one examines the causes and effects of these dramatic events, one will see that a singular malicious obsession against China would be a strategic mistake for USA. Indeed, this can make the healing and recovery process for America a more daunting task. If this process is not handled correctly, both USA and the rest of the world will be locked into a terrible, destructive and lengthy period of great power rivalry and conflicts. This would be the ultimate in self-harm and mutual destruction.
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Chapter 2. USA, So Rich and Yet So Poor
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USA now has 630 billionaires, whose wealth totaled nearly US$3.4 trillion, The 400 richest Americans have as much combined wealth as the poorest 64% of American households. It has the second-highest rate of poverty among rich countries. Its official poverty rate in 2018 was 11.8 percent.  In that year, there were over half a million homeless people. It was estimated that one out of 50 children or 1.5 million children in USA would experience some form of homelessness each year.

So, why is America so rich and yet so poor?

Perhaps it has something to do with the unique American political and economic system. One might ask some important questions of the system. In the much vaunted American system, has Congress become a casino for political games and for rich entrepreneurs and Industrialists? Is USA like a bloated and over-leveraged business empire that is too big to fail and that is surviving merrily on the massive loans from the big banks?

Perhaps because of the original design from the fathers of the Republic, or perhaps because of the frontier culture from its early days, American politics has always been a highly quarrelsome and antagonistic business.

The lawlessness of the early days has somehow evolved into one of the most complex, voluminous and convoluted set of laws in the world. No other countries in the world has the same propensity of USA to put everything into law. There are laws for major national issues, but there are also many more laws about minor issues and even seemingly temporary problems. There are several laws about foreign countries such as Israel and Iran. There are even laws on foreign entities like Taiwan and Tibet. And there are laws and many Congressional resolutions about arms sale to foreign countries. Still, in spite of the voluminous laws on the Federal level and on the many local and state levels, there are large gaps on the very important immigration issues, the nationality issues, the racial integration issues, the basic healthcare issues, the poverty issues, the economic justice issues, and the land management issues.

Perhaps that is because Congress has been fundamentally designed to be confrontational and adversarial. It was a grand idea of checks and balance that has turned into a weapon of reprehensible gridlock in the Congress. Every Congressman and Congresswoman know that they have to fight tooth and nail for themselves and their own constituencies to get reelected at every cycle of the many elections. This created a centrifugal force as well as a centripetal force for national politics. The debates in the Congress are more soundbites and grandstanding than substantial and rational. Shifting political alignments and pandering to powerful and popular party leaders are the norm. This is not designed to be a stable system. It is a system waiting to be misused by a demagogue.
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Chapter 3. Social and Economic Ills


[image: ]


As a result, immigration has hitherto been strongly encouraged to provide all the needed labour force for farms and industries without adequate consideration of its social impact. This has led to national demographics changing so much and so quickly that serious consequences are only to be expected. At the same time, economic and capital formation is strongly fostered to help Industrialists succeed, without adequate consideration of the fair distribution of profits and the protection of labour. Liberal laws are enacted to favour the entrepreneurs but disadvantage workers.  National health care and medical insurance is left mostly to the private sector to keep government involvement and government small. Racial issues are sidelined because of the inequality of political power. Religion is centred on promoting Christianity, but a misguided belief of the idea of freedom of religion enabled deviant and dangerous, fringe and foreign religions to thrive and form ghettos and form exclusive and self-contained communities in the country. Fantastic trade deficit, budget deficit and national debt were accumulated recklessly to satisfy the appetite for the ever expanding industry and trade and the rampant and highly wasteful American consumerism. Rampant disinformation and toxic social media were becoming the norm in America. Massive military budgets, expensive military bases worldwide and frequent foreign wars were bold and distinct American signatures to project its power worldwide.

On the other hand, liberalism and Individualism have been a major force for the impressive American innovation, inventiveness and scientific and technological advances. But the excessive and extreme expression of these have also become the major causes of social fracture and gaping inequality in America.

All these are veritable time bombs that are set to explode at the right confluence of time and events. At the right time or the wrong time, all the sins of the American forefathers including slavery, foreign intervention, social injustice and inequality are sure to come home to roost. And the Trump era of 2016-2020 was the perfect timing and setting for the full eruption and disruption in American politics, society and economics.
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Chapter 4. Fixing the Problems
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Can all these issues be fixed just because Trump is gone? Are the problems of America so deep rooted that a major reset and revamp is necessary? Is it time for a major reckoning? Would this American nightmare drag the whole world down with it? 

Would Americans finally see the problems that they have created for themselves and use all their well-known ingenuity to fix it? Or would they lay the blame on others and the rest of the world? The answers to these questions will determine whether there will be war or peace.
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Chapter 5. A Historical Perspective
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A careful review of the glorious days of America soon after WW2, and the dismal last days of the Trump administration in early 2021 is useful to understand the deteriorating situation in the history of America. It will reveal how a once proud and confident giant standing tall in the world with the will and determination to lead the world to a better future has now turned into a diffident and paranoid giant riddled by internal conflicts, self-doubts and anger, and bent on blaming the rest of the world for its own folly and missteps.

It would also seem that all the political dissidents and democracy fighters of the world who used to hold up American as their promised land and ideological mentor will now need to find another foreign idol to worship and aspire to. Perhaps Switzerland, with its insular and fiercely independent national identity and way of life, always ready to defend itself against any foreign interference and control, and deftly avoiding all external conflicts and military alliances, is still the model for survival in this turbulent world for smaller states. After all, Switzerland seems to have successfully avoided the dangerous pitfalls of having megalomaniac politicians, and the fallacy of appealing for foreign help to solve internal problems. It has realised the need to be self-sufficient and the virtue of staying out of the lethal whirlpool of world politics. Clearly, it understands that asking for foreign help is a Faustian bargain! It is one thing to be friendly towards other countries, it is another altogether to be subservient and dependent on powerful countries. The new art of war is the art of living in the buffer zones between great powers!
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