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  Yellowstone National Park: the Basics

____________


  History and Facts


  Established: March 1, 1872

  Visitors: 3,500,000

  Designations: the world’s first national park; World Heritage Site; Biosphere Reserve

  Natural Historic Landmarks: 25 sites including museums at Fishing Bridge, Madison, and Norris Trailside; Northeast Entrance Station, Obsidian Cliff, Old Faithful Inn, Fort Yellowstone District


  National Register of Historic Places: including Mammoth Hot Springs District, Old Faithful Area District, Roosevelt Lodge District, Lake Hotel, Lamar Buffalo Ranch


  National Scenic Trail: Continental Divide National Scenic Trail


  States: 96% in Wyoming, 3% in Montana, 1% in Idaho

  Time zone: Mountain Standard Time (MST)


  Official Park Website: nps.gov/yell


  Physical Features


  Acreage: approximately 2,221,766 acres

  Elevation: lowest point: 5,282’ at Reese Creek; highest point: 11,358’ at Eagle Peak


  Geologic features: an active volcano; about 1,000–3,000 earthquakes annually; over 10,000 hydrothermal features, including over 300 geysers; the largest concentration of active geysers in the world, representing about half of the world’s total; one of world’s largest calderas measuring 45 by 30 miles; petrified trees


  Water resources: about 150 lakes; 14 rivers; over 160 creeks; over 290 waterfalls


  Annual precipitation: avg. 15.4”; ranges from 10” at the northern boundary to 80” in the southwest corner; avg. total snowfall 72.1”


  Temperature range (F): 99°F to –66°F; average temperature at Mammoth: 9°F in January, 80°F in July


  Plant species: approximately 1,150 native flowering species; about 200 invasive plants; 186 lichens; over 406 thermophiles


  Animal species: 332 birds; 67 mammals; 16 fish; 6 reptiles; 5 amphibians, 116 butterflies


  Wildlife population estimates: 3,900 bison; 10,000–20,000 elk, 1,000–1,300 mule deer, 450 bighorn sheep; 200–351 pronghorn; 200–300 mountain goats; less than 200 white-tailed deer; 95 wolves; less than 200 moose; 14–23 cougars; 150 grizzlies; black bears are “common”


  Facilities


  Entrance stations: 5: North Entrance near Gardiner, MT (open all year); West Entrance near West Yellowstone, MT (mid-April to early November); East Entrance about 1 hour from Cody, WY (mid-April to early November); South Entrance connects with Grand Teton National Park via John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Parkway, closest town is Jackson, WY (mid-May to early November); Northeast Entrance near Silver Gate and Cooke City, MT (open year-round for vehicle access through Gardiner, MT); US 212 east of Cooke City is closed to wheeled vehicles mid-October through late May.) All dates are subject to change.


  Visitor centers/museums/contact stations: 9+: Albright Visitor Center; Canyon Visitor Education Center, Fishing Bridge Visitor Center; Grant Visitor Center; Madison Information Station and Junior Ranger Station; Museum of the National Park Ranger; Norris Geyser Basin Museum & Information Station; Old Faithful Visitor Education Center; West Thumb Information Center; and West Yellowstone Visitor Information Center NPS Desk located in West Yellowstone Montana Chamber of Commerce


  Roads: 310 miles paved roads; 156 miles unpaved roads


  Trails: approximately 1,000 miles of trails; 92 trailheads


  Boardwalks: over 15 miles

  Campgrounds: 301 backcountry sites; 7 NPS-operated with 450 sites; 5 concession-operated with 1,700 sites


  Picnic areas: 52

  Marina: Bridge Bay

  Lodging: 9 lodges (2,000+rooms): Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel and Cabins, Roosevelt Lodge Cabins, Canyon Lodge and Cabins, Lake Lodge Cabins, Lake Hotel and Cabins, Grant Village, Old Faithful Inn, Old Faithful Lodge Cabins, Snow Lodge and Cabins


  Food: numerous restaurants, cafeterias, light meals, and snacks: Canyon Lodge, Grant Village, Mammoth Hot Springs, Lake Village, Old Faithful, Roosevelt, Fishing Bridge, Bridge Bay, Tower Fall


  Fuel: spring through fall: Canyon, Fishing Bridge, Grant Village, Mammoth, Old Faithful, Tower Junction; winter snowmobile fuel: Canyon, Fishing Bridge, Mammoth, Grant Village, Old Faithful


  Medical Services: 3 clinics: Mammoth, Lake Village, Old Faithful
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    The authors and Rowman & Littlefield assume no liability for accidents happening to, or injuries sustained by, readers who engage in the activities described in this book. The identification, selection, and processing of any wild plant for use as food requires reasonable care and attention to details because, as indicated in the text, certain parts are wholly unsuitable for use and, in some instances, are even toxic. Because attempts to use any wild plants for food depend on various factors controllable only by the reader, the authors and Rowman & Littlefield assume no liability for personal accident, illness, or death related to these activities.
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  To the reader, we hope that this guide helps to open your eyes to the wonders of nature and, in doing so, will generate a spark of love for the plants and animals that rely on us for their continued existence in important natural habitats such as those in Yellowstone National Park.


  About Yellowstone Association


  ____________


  The Yellowstone Association (YA), in partnership with the National Park Service, connects people to Yellowstone National Park and our natural world through education. Founded in 1933, the Yellowstone Association is a nonprofit educational organization that has provided over $59 million in aid to Yellowstone National Park since its inception. The Association is the National Park Service’s primary partner in providing educational programs, exhibits, and publications for park visitors.


  Operations include twelve educational park stores with gross sales of $3.7 million; the YA Institute, which offers more than 600 in-depth courses each year; and a membership program with nearly 35,000 members. Revenues from sales and memberships allow YA to make an annual cash donation to the National Park Service for education and research in Yellowstone. Eighty-nine cents of every dollar spent goes directly to YA’s educational mission. To learn more, please visit YellowstoneAssociation.org or call (406) 848-2400.


  [image: The Yellowstone Association supports educational efforts in the park.]


  About Yellowstone Association Institute


  ____________


  The Yellowstone Association Institute has helped connect thousands of people to Yellowstone with their in-depth educational programs. The Institute was founded in 1976 and offers 600 courses each year on the park’s plants, wildlife, geology, and history. Programs are offered year-round and combine just the right amount of education and recreation. The Institute offers four program types: private tours, lodging and learning programs, field seminars, and youth and college programs. Institute educational programs are based at the Lamar Buffalo Ranch, Yellowstone Overlook Field Campus, at park hotels, and in the backcountry.


  [image: Exciting natural history and wildlife learning adventures are offered through the Yellowstone Association Institute.]


  [image: The stark beauty of Yellowstone allows visitors solitude and time for reflection.]


  Introduction


  ____________


  The Nature Guide to Yellowstone National Park is an easy-to-use, pocket-size field guide to help visitors identify some of the most common plants, animals, and natural features of the park. Technical terms have been kept to a minimum, and color pictures accompany the descriptions. Perfectly sized to fit easily into a daypack, this compact field guide is filled with interesting information about each organism, including natural history and ethnobotanical notes and other historical remarks. We care for the things that we know. Intended as an introduction to nature in the Yellowstone National Park, this small book will hopefully spark an interest in the natural world and generate further interest in caring for and supporting the environment. You can refer to the “References” section at the end of this book for more information and resources for in-depth identification purposes.


  About Yellowstone National Park


  A land of earthquakes, bubbling mud pots, hot springs, and fumaroles, Yellowstone National Park is celebrated worldwide for its impressive geysers, including the iconic Old Faithful. As well as its famous thermal features, Yellowstone is home to the most abundant assemblages of wild animals in the United States. Observable dramatic life-and-death encounters in the wild have prompted Yellowstone to be dubbed the “Serengeti of North America.” Yellowstone’s diverse wildlife inhabitants include bison, elk, big-horn sheep, bear, moose, coyotes, and wolves that survive in this protected park. The ultimate national park, Yellowstone’s natural features are so incredibly unique that in 1872, President Ulysses S. Grant signed the papers to establish Yellowstone as the first national park in the world, forever protecting the abundant wild-life and geothermal features. Over three million annual visitors to Yellowstone quickly observe that the grassy valleys, swiftly flowing rivers, and soaring flower-laden mountains provide food and habitat for an abundance of wild plants and animals. This easy-to-use field guide will help visitors identify over 200 species of mammals, birds, butterflies, insects, fish, wildflowers, mushrooms, and more in Yellowstone.


  [image:  Roaming free once more, the wolves of Yellowstone have returned as one of the top predators.]


  Located mainly in the northwest corner of Wyoming, the park’s boundaries also include a portion of both Montana and Idaho. This huge park, encompassing over 2 million acres, includes vast forests, mountains, and grasslands, as well as Yellowstone Lake, which is the largest high-altitude lake in North America. Yellowstone lies at the heart of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, protecting the last remaining nearly intact ecosystem in the northern temperate zone. With soaring mountain peaks, sagebrush-studded prairies, plunging waterfalls, deep canyons, and a vast array of native charismatic mammals, Yellowstone was named an UNESCO World Heritage Site and a Biosphere Reserve.


  A park of significant diversity and magnificence, Yellowstone protects a wide array of plants and animals, including herds of wild bison that once roamed the grasslands in huge numbers. Some plants including the Yellowstone sand verbena have their entire range within park boundaries. It is highly recommended that you begin your visit with a stop at one of the visitor centers, where you can pick up a park map and learn about activities such as the Junior Ranger program and other events. The park offers ranger-led programs that help educate visitors about the many wonders of Yellowstone. In Canyon Village, the Canyon Visitor Education Center is a great place to learn about the natural volcanic and glacial processes that shaped the park.


  There is an entrance fee for Yellowstone National Park; see the park website for current costs at nps.gov/yell. The entrance fee includes a seven-day entrance permit for the park. Annual or Life-time Passes are possible alternatives to the seven-day entrance fee. Good for one year, the America the Beautiful Interagency Annual Pass provides entrance to most federal recreation sites across the country. Also available is the lifetime Interagency Senior Pass for US citizens age sixty-two or older. Permanently disabled citizens are eligible for a free Access Pass; active duty military members and dependents are eligible for a free Annual Pass.


  Although the park is open daily, most visitor services close from early November to mid-April.


  Seasonal activities, lodging, camping, and other information are offered in the Yellowstone National Park Trip Planner and the official park newspaper, available online at nps.gov/yell. During the peak visitor seasons (June through August), the lodges and campgrounds fill early, and advance planning is necessary. Lodging and camping reservations are available at yellowstonenationalparklodges.com, or (307) 344-7311 or (866) 439-7375. Food, lodging, fuel, and other services are also available at the local towns bordering the park; see “Gateway Towns.” Outdoor classes, programs, and workshops highlighting nature and cultural studies from birds to wildflowers to geology are offered throughout the year by the Yellowstone Association Institute. Please consider joining the association’s efforts to support the education and research projects in the park: (406) 848-2400, yellowstoneassociation.org.


  [image:  The age-old struggle for life and death continues in the wilds of Yellowstone.]


  Common Destinations in or near Yellowstone National Park


  Most visitor services in Yellowstone National Park are open mid-April through early November. Camping reservations for five campgrounds in the park (including Madison, Fishing Bridge RV Park, Bridge Bay, Canyon, and Grant Village) may be reserved at yellowstonenationalparklodges.com, (307) 344-7311, or (866) 439-7375, or for same-day reservations, (307) 344-7901. Seven campgrounds including Mammoth, Norris, Tower Fall, Indian Creek, Pebble Creek, Slough Creek, and Lewis Lake all are on a first-come, first-served basis. Fuel and other services can be found in towns at the entrances to the park. Restrooms are located at visitor centers, major attractions, and at most picnic areas. Roads in the park are normally open twenty-four hours a day during the warm seasons, but severe weather, fire, or other emergencies may necessitate closure at any time. The only road open to personal vehicles in the winter is the North Entrance road at Gardiner, Montana, to Mammoth Hot Springs and Cooke City, Montana, but no farther. For more current road information, call (307) 344-2117 or see the Yellowstone National Park website at nps.gov/yell/planyourvisit/hours.htm (Note: Cell phones do not work in many areas of the park.)


  Services in Yellowstone


  Gas Stations (24-hour self-serve fuel); (406) 848-7548 for assistance


  Canyon: repairs and towing


  Fishing Bridge: repairs and towing


  Grant Village: repairs and towing


  Mammoth Hot Springs


  Old Faithful: repairs and towing


  Tower Junction


  
    Snowmobile fuel: Canyon Village, Fishing Bridge, Mammoth, Grant Village, Old Faithful

  


  Lodging—Reservations: (866) 439-7375 or yellowstonenationalparklodges.com/lodging/reservations


  
    Canyon Lodge & Cabins: near the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone


    Grant Village: southwestern shore of Yellowstone Lake


    Lake Hotel: north shore of Yellowstone Lake


    Lake Lodge: north shore of Yellowstone Lake


    Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel & Cabins: near North Entrance (also open in winter)


    Old Faithful Inn: near Old Faithful geyser in southwest part of park


    Old Faithful Lodge Cabins: near Old Faithful geyser in southwest part of park


    Old Faithful Snow Lodge & Cabins: near Old Faithful geyser in southwest part of park (also open in winter; transportation via snowcoach or snow mobile)


    Roosevelt Lodge & Cabins: near Tower Fall on the park’s northern range

  


  Camping—Campground Reservations: (307) 344-7311, (866) 439-7375, same-day reservations (307) 344-7901; yellowstonenationalparklodges.com


  
    Madison: 278 sites (no utility hookups)


    Fishing Bridge RV Park: 346 sites (hard-sided units only; maximum length 40 feet) (pay shower, coin laundry nearby)


    Bridge Bay: 432 sites (no utility hookups; pay shower, coin laundry nearby)


    Canyon: 273 sites (no utility hookups; pay shower, coin laundry nearby)


    Grant Village: 430 sites (pay shower and coin laundry nearby)


    Mammoth: 85 sites (first come, first served; pay shower)


    Norris: 100+ sites (first come, first served)


    Tower Fall: 31 sites (first come, first served; pay shower 2 miles away at Roosevelt Lodge)


    Indian Creek: 75 sites (first come, first served)


    Pebble Creek: 27 sites (first come, first served)


    Slough Creek: 23 sites (first come, first served)


    Lewis Lake: 85 sites (first come, first served)

  


  Visitor Centers / Information plus Books & Field Guides


  
    Albright Visitor Center: Mammoth Hot Springs, (307) 344-2263


    Canyon Visitor Education Center: Canyon Village, (307) 344-2550


    Fishing Bridge Museum and Visitor Center: Fishing Bridge, (307) 344-2450


    Grant Visitor Center: Grant Village, (307) 344-2650


    Madison Information Station & Junior Ranger Station: Madison Junction, (307) 344-2821


    Museum of the National Park Ranger: 1 mile north of Norris Geyser Basin, (307) 344-7353


    Norris Geyser Basin Museum & Information Station: Norris Geyser Basin, (307) 344-2812


    Old Faithful Visitor Education Center: Old Faithful, (307) 344-2751


    West Thumb Information Center: West Thumb, (307) 344-2650


    West Yellowstone Visitor Information Center, NPS Desk: located outside the park in West Yellowstone Chamber of Commerce, (307) 344-2876

  


  Marina, Boat Tours & Trail Rides


  
    Canyon: trail rides


    Mammoth: trail rides


    Roosevelt: trail rides, stagecoach rides


    Bridge Bay: marina, boat tours

  


  Restaurants, Cafeterias & Snack Shops


  
    Canyon Village: Canyon Lodge Dining Room, Canyon Lodge cafeteria, general store, Canyon Adventures outdoor store, Lodge Picnic Shop


    Grant Village: Grant Village dining room, Grant Village Lake House Restaurant, general store, mini store


    Yellowstone Lake: Lake Yellowstone Hotel Dining Room, Lake Lodge Cafeteria, hotel deli, general store


    Mammoth Hot Springs: Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel Dining Room, Terrace Grill, general store


    Old Faithful: Old Faithful Inn Dining Room, Old Faithful Lodge Cafeteria, Old Faithful Basin Store


    Old Faithful Snow Lodge: Old Faithful Snow Lodge Restaurant, Geyser Grill


    Tower-Roosevelt: Roosevelt Lodge Dining Room, Tower Fall Store

  


  Groceries, Supplies & Gifts


  
    Canyon Village: general store, groceries, gear, camp supplies


    Fishing Bridge: general store, groceries, camp supplies


    Grant Village: general store, groceries, gear, camp supplies


    Lake Village: general store


    Mammoth Hot Springs: general store, gear


    Old Faithful: general store, gear


    Tower: general store


    Roosevelt Lodge and Cabins: mini store

  


  Showers & Laundry


  
    Canyon Campground: showers, laundry


    Fishing Bridge RV Park: showers, laundry


    Grant Village Campground: showers, laundry


    Lake Lodge: laundry


    Mammoth Hotel: showers


    Old Faithful Inn: showers


    Snow Lodge: laundry


    Roosevelt Lodge and Cabins: showers


    Bridge Bay: mini store

  


  Medical Clinic


  
    Mammoth Hot Springs: year-round except weekends and holidays, (307) 344-7965


    Old Faithful: (307) 545-7325


    Lake Village, Bridge Bay: (307) 242-7241

  


  Post Office (hours vary)


  
    Mammoth Hot Springs: open year-round, closed Saturday, Sunday, and holidays


    Old Faithful


    Grant Village


    Lake Village


    Canyon Village

  


  Yellowstone Association


  Yellowstone Association Headquarters and Visitor Center: information, field guides, trail guides, reference books, gear, gifts. Memberships available here. Primary nonprofit partner in providing education in Yellowstone Proceeds benefit park. 308 Park St., Gardiner, MT 59030; (406) 848-2400; yellowstoneassociation.org


  Yellowstone Association Institute: programs, workshops, classes. (406) 848-2400; yellowstoneassociation.org/experience. If you have questions about Yellowstone Association Institute or need more details on any of our programs, contact us directly at:


  registrar@yellowstoneassociation.org or (406) 848-2400


  Yellowstone Park Foundation


  Nonprofit official fund-raising partner of Yellowstone National Park 222 E. Main St., Ste. 301, Bozeman, MT 59715; (406) 586-6303; ypf.org.


  Gateway Towns


  West Entrance


  West Yellowstone, Montana: lodging, food, fuel. West Yellowstone Chamber of Commerce, 30 Yellowstone Ave., West Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-7701; destinationyellowstone.com.


  North Entrance


  Gardiner, Montana: lodging, food, fuel. Gardiner Chamber of Commerce, 222 Park St., Gardiner, MT 59030; (406) 848-7971; gardinerchamber.com.


  Northeast Entrance


  Silver Gate and Cooke City, Montana: lodging, food, fuel. Visitor


  

  

  [image: Park conservation is encouraged through the Junior Ranger program.]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Carpets of colorful wildflowers, including bright arrowleaf balsamroot, create stunning wild meadow gardens.]


  [image: Driving Times (Approximate) Starting Point Destination Miles Time North Entrance at Gardiner, MT Mammoth 5 15 min Livingston, MT 55 1 hr Bozeman, MT 84 1 hr, 45min Mammoth Tower-Roosevelt 18 45 min Norris 21 1 hr Tower-Roosevelt Northeast Entrance at 29 1 hr Silver Gate / Cooke City Canyon Village 19 1 hr Northeast Entrance at Silver Gate Red Lodge, MT 70 1 hr, 45 min / Cooke City Billings, MT 135 2 hr, 45 min Canyon Lake Area 16 45 min Norris 12 30 min Fishing Bridge East Entrance 27 1 hr East Entrance Cody, WY 53 1 hr Lake Area West Thumb /Grant 21 45 min West Thumb /Grant South Entrance 22 45 min South Entrance Grand Teton National Park 7 15 min (via John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Highway) Jackson, WY 58 1 hr, 30 min Old Faithful West Entrance 30 1 hr South Entrance 39 1 hr, 20 min North Entrance 56 1 hr, 45 min Northeast Entrance 90–100 2 hr, 30 min–3 hr East Entrance 65 2 hr Madison Norris 14 30 min West Entrance at Idaho Falls, ID 107 2 hr West Yellowstone, MT]


  

  

  [image: Stunning scenery at the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone awaits the 3.5 million visitors to Yellowstone each year.]


  

  

  [image: What we experience in nature inspires wonder and amazement.]


  [image: About 300 species of birds can be found in Yellowstone including gorgeous lazuli buntings.]


  

  [image: Viewing wildlife in action, visitors to Yellowstone experience nature at its essence.]


  

  [image: Please take only pictures, as even the tiny chipmunks depend on the wildflowers for food.]


  

  

  [image: The world’s first national park, Yellowstone greets visitors from around the globe.]


  How to Use This Guide


  

  

  Photo Tips


  

  

  Tips for Wildlife Viewing in Yellowstone


  

  [image: Protected within the boundaries of Yellowstone, sometimes wildlife becomes the spectator.]


  

  

  

  

  

  

  [image: Yellowstone’s iconic geysers provide stunning photographic opportunities.]


  Suggested Nature Hikes and
 Wildlife Viewing Areas


  

  

  
    	
      Lamar Valley (northern section between Tower Junction and Northeast Entrance). A wildlife extravaganza, the Lamar Valley holds the honor as one of the most wildlife-rich areas in the United States. Here large herds of bison range freely on the valley grasslands, joined by quiet pronghorn that remain alert to the ever-present danger of predators such as wolves and grizzlies. At the confluence of the Lamar River and Soda Butte Creek, you can often spot playful otters frolicking in the fast running water, while American dippers plunge underwater. In winter, look for common goldeneye and mallards.

      
        	Trout Lake. Yellowstone cutthroat spawn in June; also find grizzlies, otters, Barrow’s goldeneye, eared grebe, dragonflies, Engelmann spruce, yarrow, fireweed, goldenrod, and puffball mushrooms.


        	Slough Creek.This area is rich with wolves, bison, coyote, ground squirrels, golden eagle, three-toed woodpecker, mountain bluebird, sandhill crane, coot, cinnamon teal, green-winged teal, and butterflies.


        	Barronette Peak. Bring your binoculars and spotting scope to the small parking lot along the road at Barronette Peak, as this is one of the best places in the park to spot nimble mountain goats as they take daredevil leaps from steep cliff edges. Wildflowers fill the meadow adjacent to the parking area.

      

    


    	Mount Washburn / Dunraven Pass area (northeast section). Soaring to an elevation of 10,243 feet, Mount Washburn is the one of the highest points in the park that is easily accessible by roadway. Chittenden Road leads 1.3 miles to a parking area and the north end trailhead to Mount Washburn Trail. This subalpine habitat supports plants that are typically found in northern climates, including a wide assortment of ferns, mosses, and lichens, and wildflowers such as yellow columbine and scarlet monkeyflower. In July, the hillsides burst with color as wildflowers pop up to soak in the warming rays of the sun. The Mount Washburn and Dunraven Pass area is one of the most spectacular areas in the park for breathtaking views and spectacular displays of wildflowers in July and August. Grizzlies, elk, foxes and bighorn sheep are frequently seen on the slopes in the summer. Keep an eye out for red fox, dusky grouse, Clark’s nutcracker, chipmunks, whitebark pine, shooting stars, and paintbrush. Look for high-altitude butterflies. Remember to dress in layers and start your hike in the morning, as thunderstorms are common in the afternoons. Trails are often snow covered until late June.


    	Hayden Valley (northeast section). In spring and late summer, the lush grasslands and wetlands of Hayden Valley are prime habitats for spotting migrating waterfowl and shorebirds. Large herds of bison and elk graze in the lush meadows here in spring and fall. During the fall rut, bull bison engage in dusty battles over mating rites. Bison and elk sometimes frequent the trails around Mud Volcano, so remember to keep your distance. At Nez Perce Ford picnic area, you can see waterfowl such as mergansers, goldeneyes, and buffleheads. In spring bring your binoculars to look for a rookery of great blue herons that nest on an island in the river just south of the picnic area. Along the river watch for osprey and bald eagles hunting for fish. In June and July, LeHardy Rapids is a great place to watch for jumping cutthroat trout as they make their way to their spawning waters near Fishing Bridge. Look for harlequin ducks in the rapids. Mushrooms grow along the boardwalk at LeHardy Rapids.


    	North Entrance / Mammoth Hot Springs area. Five miles from the North Entrance at Gardiner, Montana, Mammoth is one of the most reliable places to see elk as they leisurely graze and lounge on the grassy lawns around the buildings. Uinta ground squirrels are abundant here, too. As you drive along the road between the North Entrance and Mammoth, watch for pronghorn on the grassy hillsides and bighorn sheep on the tall cliffs. Pinyon jays, lazuli buntings, and magpies hop about the limber pine, Douglas-fir, narrow-leaved cottonwood, and Rocky Mountain juniper that line the banks of the Gardner River. Fragrant sumac, big sagebrush, and black greasewood provide shelter for the white-tailed jackrabbits and Audubon cottontails that you may see scampering across the road at the entrance station. On a short drive along the Old Yellowstone Road north of Roosevelt Arch, you may find bull snakes and see night hawks, prairie falcons, and cliff swallows zoom overhead. In summer, at the picnic area at the Gardner River, look for American dippers and western tanagers. At night, watch for great horned owls silently hunting over the grassy areas surrounding the Mammoth housing areas. The hike up the Mammoth terraces offers close-up views of the unique otherworldly terraces that have been built from calcium carbonate.


    	Old Faithful area. One of the most visited areas in the park, Old Faithful geyser is on the “bucket list” for many people from around the world. The world famous geyser erupts about every 90 minutes, and crowds gather on benches to watch the show. The boardwalk trails that wind through the Upper Geyser Basin also afford the opportunity to see wildlife and special plants such as Rocky Mountain fringed gentian. Mountain bluebirds and western tanagers keep to the borders of the tree line, while opportunistic ravens and Brewer’s blackbirds scavenge for food. The microorganisms that grow in the hot geyser fields create an array of colorful texture in the hot streams, while ephydrid flies dance lightly over the edges of the water. Fly fishers can test their casting skills with the brown, rainbow, and brook trout that thrive in the cold, swift waters of the Firehole River. Watch for soaring raptors such as ospreys and red-tailed hawks. Other birds to look for include Canada geese, American robins, and yellow-rumped warblers. Elk, bison, and coyotes may be seen walking across the fields. The best time to avoid crowds at Old Faithful is at dawn or on a moonlit night, when some of the most the dramatic geyser images are taken. At the Lower Geyser Basin you can take the boardwalk trail at Fountain Paint Pots and then a 3-mile drive along Firehole Lake Drive. The nearby Midway Geyser Basin contains Yellowstone’s largest hot spring, the stunning Grand Prismatic Spring.


    	Yellowstone Lake area / Fishing Bridge, Bridge Bay, Gull Point Drive, and Pelican Valley. At 7,732 feet elevation, and with over 131 square miles of surface area, Yellowstone Lake is the largest freshwater lake above 7,000 feet in the country. Formed by volcanic and glacial activity, the lake reaches a maximum depth of 410 feet. White pelicans, common mergansers, California gulls, western grebe, and Barrow’s goldeneye can be seen here. At Bridge Bay, you can make arrangements for a fishing tour or an informative narrated boat cruise on the lake. Even though fishing is no longer permitted from Fishing Bridge, this is a great place to spot wildlife: white pelicans, eagles, ducks, gray jays, trout, and butterflies, including Hayden’s ringlet. Near Bridge Bay, Gull Point Drive offers views of waterfowl including lesser scaups, Barrow’s goldeneye, bufflehead, and mallards, and keep an eye out for spotted sandpipers. Pelican Valley is famous for abundant wildlife including grizzly bears. Watch for dusky grouse at Lake Butte Overlook. The drive east toward the East Entrance has magnificent wildflower displays in summer.


    	Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. The Upper (109 feet) and Lower Falls (308 feet) of the Yellowstone River plunge over colorful rhyolite cliffs to the canyon floor below. Short hikes to Lookout Point and Inspiration Point give you unprecedented views into the canyon, which is about 20 miles long. On the way keep your eyes peeled for ravens, eagles, and peregrine falcons. Make sure to stop at the Canyon Visitor Education Center for interactive exhibits, audiovisual productions, and interpretative models of Yellowstone’s volcanic activities and geological forces that have shaped the park.


    	Grant / West Thumb. Known as the quiet side of the park, this peaceful area should not be overlooked for wildlife. At Grant marina keep an eye out for California and ring-billed gulls as well as eagles and pelicans flying by. The Grant Village campground is a great place to spot snowshoe hares. This area is also a good area to look for colorful mushrooms, dusky grouse, and mule deer. In June, you can see the lovely blooms of glacier lilies and violets.


    	Blacktail Plateau Drive. This is a beautiful wildflower area in July with pastel-painted meadows of salmon-colored paint-brush, yellow arnica, white geranium, purple wild onion, and green bog orchids soaking in the short Wyoming summer sun. Butterflies such as common alpine butterfly and little blues bounce from bloom to bloom in the warm breeze. Late afternoon is a good time to look for mule deer and both black and grizzly bears.


    	Tower-Roosevelt. At the spectacular Tower Fall, you can see the 132-foot drop of Tower Creek. Columnar basalt cliffs are evident near here. At the Petrified Tree and Specimen Ridge, you can see ancient redwood trees and others turned to stone from volcanic activity. This area is also good for spotting animals including grizzly and black bears, bison, coyote, marmots, peregrine falcons, sandhill cranes, and mountain bluebirds. Climb aboard a stagecoach at Roosevelt Lodge for a narrated ride into the valley, followed by a tasty cookout.

  


  Natural Areas outside Yellowstone National Park


  
   	Grand Teton National Park. Passing from the south boundary of Yellowstone through the John D. Rockefeller Jr. Memorial Parkway on a 7.5-mile-long scenic roadway (US 89/287), you reach Grand Teton National Park, which offers extraordinary wildlife and spectacular scenery. A scenic photographer’s dream, the striking Teton Range is the backdrop to pristine lakes, wide rivers, dark green forests, and rolling flower-filled meadows. If you missed seeing a moose in Yellowstone, you have another chance at the Oxbow Bend, where sightings of moose, eagles, black bears, otters, pelicans, and other wildlife are common. The colorful town of Jackson Hole, Wyoming, is just south of the park. Note: Roads connecting Grand Teton National Park with Yellowstone are closed in winter, and it is about a 2.5-hour drive from West Yellowstone, Montana, via US 20 and US 32 to Jackson Hole, Wyoming. (307) 739-3300; nps.gov/grte.


    	National Elk Refuge. Located near Jackson, Wyoming, the grassy meadows and marshes in the National Elk Refuge provide habitat for elk, bison, trumpeter swans, bald eagles, and wolves. With lots of information about the area as well as education programs and interpretive displays, the Jackson Hole & Greater Yellowstone Visitor Center is a wonderful place to visit. 532 North Cache St., Jackson, WY 83001; (307) 733-3316; fws.gov/nwrs/threecolumn.aspx?id=2147509813. In winter, visitors can take a horse-drawn sleigh ride to see vast herds of elk up close. 75 E. Broadway, Jackson, WY 83001; (307) 733-9212; fws.gov/refuge/National_Elk_Refuge.


    	Grizzly and Wolf Discovery Center. Located just outside the West Entrance to the park in West Yellowstone, Montana, the Grizzly and Wolf Discovery Center is a great place to see wolves and bears up close in a controlled environment. Open daily, this nonprofit wildlife park and educational facility offers visitors a unique opportunity to see some of these top predators in a safe environment. Admission fee. Located one block from the East Entrance of Yellowstone 201 S. Canyon, West Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-7001 or (800) 257-2570; grizzlydiscoveryctr.com.


    	Museum of the Rockies. Located in Bozeman, Montana, about a 90-minute drive north of Yellowstone, this world-class museum houses one of the largest dinosaur collections in the world. Here you can also take a look at some of the cultural history and a planetarium. Admission fee. 600 W. Kagy Blvd., Bozeman, MT 59717; (406) 994-2251; museumoftherockies.org/Home.aspx.


    	Beartooth Highway. A National Scenic Byway All-American Road, the Beartooth Highway is celebrated as one of the most scenic drives in the west. Connecting the Northeast Entrance of Yellowstone with Red Lodge, Montana, via US 212, the Beartooth Highway offers breathtaking views of the Absaroka and Beartooth Mountains. The roadway winds 68 miles over the Beartooth Pass at an elevation of 10,977 feet through one of the most significant high-alpine ecosystems accessible by vehicle in the United States. Wildlife-viewing opportunities abound as the Custer, Gallatin, and Shoshone National Forests surround the road. Along the way, watch for bears, moose, mountain goats, elk, and mule deer. Make sure to purchase fuel before beginning your journey, as there are limited services here. From Cody, Wyoming, you can travel on WY 120 for 17 miles to the junction of WY 120 and WY 296 on the Chief Joseph Scenic Highway for 47 miles to join the Beartooth Highway (US 212). Generally open Memorial Day weekend to mid-October. Red Lodge Chamber of Commerce, (406) 446-1718; beartoothhighway.com.


    	Glacier National Park. About an 8-hour drive from the North Entrance of Yellowstone to West Glacier, Montana, brings you to Glacier National Park Glacier is a land of rugged mountains, glacially carved valleys, alpine meadows filled with colorful wildflowers, spectacular lakes, and pristine forests. Not to be missed is the jaw-dropping scenic drive along the 50-mile-long Going-to-the-Sun Road that is normally open mid-June to mid-September. Along the road, and especially near Logan Pass, watch for mountain goats and bighorn sheep as well as grizzly and black bears. Note some vehicle restrictions are in place. For more information call (406) 888-7800 or log on to nps.gov/glac. While visiting Glacier, consider a visit to its sister park, Waterton Lakes National Park in Canada (passport required): (403) 859-5133 or pc.gc.ca/eng/pn-np/ab/waterton/index.aspx. Together, these two parks make up the Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park.


    	Craters of the Moon National Monument & Preserve. Located near Arco, Idaho, which is about a 3.5-hour drive from the West Entrance of Yellowstone, Craters of the Moon National Monument & Preserve has a 7-mile-loop road winding through rugged landscape formed from past lava flows. Along the drive, you can spot mule deer, ground squirrels, marmots, and sage grouse. (208) 527-1335; nps.gov/crmo.


    	Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area. Home to bighorn sheep, wild horses, mule deer, black bears, and mountain lions, Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area is a great place to see wildlife. Located near Lovell, Wyoming, about a 2-hour drive from the East Entrance to Yellowstone, Bighorn Canyon has one of the most unique landscapes in the west. (307) 548-5406; nps.gov/bica.


    	Devils Tower National Monument. Located about a 7-hour drive from Yellowstone’s East Entrance, Devils Tower National Monument is an unusual geologic feature standing in the middle of the rolling prairie surrounding the Black Hills. Hundreds of parallel cracks in igneous rock make this a climber’s mecca. This is also a mecca for black-tailed prairie dogs, and these entertaining ground lovers are abundant here. The monument has long been considered a place of spiritual and cultural importance for American Indians. The 1977 science fiction movie Close Encounters of the Third Kind was filmed here. (307) 467-5283; nps.gov/deto.

  

  [image: Yellowstone has been called the Serengeti of North America as here you will find the largest concentration of free-roaming wildlife in the Lower 48 states.]

  [image: A winter visit to Yellowstone offers quiet solitude as well as unique opportunities to view wildlife.]

  [image: The cold, clear waters of Yellowstone provide exciting fly-fishing opportunities.]


  Ecosystems


  

  [image: Yellowstone provides habitat protection for great gray owls to raise their young.]


  [image: The geothermal wonders and colorful thermophiles of Yellowstone are unique in the world.]


  [image: Park rangers offer a wealth of knowledge about natural history in Yellowstone through educational programs.]


  Geology


  

  [image: Some Examples of Geological Features in Yellowstone Geyser Travertine Fumarole Mud Pot Hot Spring Columnar Terrace Basalt Old Faithful Mammoth Roaring Fountain West Sheepeater Hot Springs Mountain Paint Pot Thumb Cliff Riverside Black Artist Paint Crested Between Growler Pots Pool Tower Fall Steam Vent and Tower in Norris Junction Geyser Basin Castle West Thumb Geyser Basin]
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Yellowstone'siconic geysers provide stunning photographic opportunities.





