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This book is dedicated to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and to all the people in this world who are helping to spread the good news of His love.







INTRODUCTION

It was the most natural thing in the world. We were just talking, and then we were praying, and then we were writing a song. It was all the same to us. I didn’t feel time passing during that first impromptu cowrite, but I felt like I’d danced around in eternity with a friend. It felt childlike and free, humble and holy, creative, professional, and… significant. I took the significance to be only for that moment, for that memory, and I was grateful that God had allowed me to become Loretta’s friend and prayer partner. It was a way for her to have church without an awestruck crowd around. Not that she doesn’t know how to embrace an awestruck crowd and make everyone in it feel like they are the only one there and like she loves them the most. It’s because she’s so honest. She can’t hide a thing. She tells it like it is and sets you straight if she sees you’re not doing the same. When you feel her love, it is because she is overflowing with the love she shares with the One who is love. God is love, and Loretta Lynn will tell you so.

Our very first conversation swirled around every topic, from a husband-stealing rodeo hussy, to the sorrow of losing a child, to thieves on the cross talking to Jesus about hope. We read the Bible some, shared Communion with the wafers and Welch’s I’d brought with me, and then I anointed her forehead and hands with some sweet-smelling anointing oil as we prayed. She loved the oil so much she wanted more of it on the backs of her hands. Later she told me she smelled good for days afterward.

Our first cowrite was a sad country song. She asked me how I was, and I blabbed everything. I had a newly broken heart, and I figured there was no use hiding it from the Queen of Country, so I didn’t; and I’m so glad. It was the most healing pity party I’ve ever had, and in a matter of minutes she somehow gave me the courage to move on and we got a great song out of it! After that, we kept writing regularly. We talked about how it is all God’s music and how every song is a gift from Heaven if you know how to listen for them. There was something special about how the prayers themselves started turning into songs, and that’s how we ended up with a few gospel songs. Don’t get me wrong, a sad country song is its own kind of prayer. It tells the truth and cries out for love, and God is love. But a prayer with a melody is another matter, and that is what gave us the idea for this book.

Loretta kept telling me she wished the whole world knew how much God loves them. She said God was always with her. She talked to Him all the time and made sure to talk out loud if anyone was around when she happened to be praying so that they would know they can talk to God, too.

When I was talking, laughing, writing, and praying with Loretta, I would think about how one little coal miner’s daughter wanted to write and sing, and the whole world is better because of it. She owned it! But she owned it as a gift received, not a status. She said everything she had was because of God.

This book is a thirty-day devotional we’ve created so you can be a part of a very special kind of prayer meeting. Loretta’s wit and wisdom and her profound love for God shine through in her songs, so we’ve put together a month’s worth of encouragement you can use for your spiritual practice morning, noon, or night. Each devotion is inspired by one of Loretta’s lyrics that come straight from the heart and real life.

We love you, and we hope this book reminds you that God loves you more than you could even imagine, and He is with you all the time. May your soul sing today.

—Rev. Kim McLean, EdD







DAY 1

A SONG AND A PRAYER
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Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.

Matthew 6:28–29




Most people don’t stop to smell the roses. They’re too busy worrying about everything. People are the same in every generation; they just find new things to worry over. Times may change, but people don’t. It boils down to every human being on God’s green earth wanting to feel safe and important, which boils down to everybody wanting to be loved. The thing is, you can’t get what you already have. So, chasing love around in all the wrong places is a lot like a dog chasing its tail. The truth is that God loves every single person the same, and He takes care of us all with tender loving care when we let Him. All you have to do is accept the amazing love that has been there for you all along.

It’s okay to want to do great things in this world. We should give our very best every day and help people along the way whenever we can. But the secret is this—you don’t have to do things to make life worth living; you do things because life is worth living, and the only real way to live it is with God. When you know in your heart that you are a beautiful rose in love’s garden, you are a melody in God’s heart, you are a praise to the One who made you, then your life shows it. Consider the lilies, like Jesus said. The lilies in the field just soak in the blessings of the sun, the rain, and the good soil, and God takes care of the rest. God is experiencing His own glory through them, and He wants to do the same through you, and through me.

A good way to start seeing yourself and your life through God’s eyes is to pray. God listens and He speaks. Prayer is a conversation. We’re all only human, and that’s not shameful. You don’t ever need to hide from God. Nobody can hide from God. In Psalm 139, King David wrote, “Where can I go from Your Spirit, and where can I flee from your Presence?” God made us, so He could love us and be with us, and it makes His heart sing when we talk to Him. That’s the best way to stop and smell the roses. Pray. Pour out your heart. Keep it real and tell God the truth you feel because He knows it anyway.

You don’t have to try to be something special in God’s eyes, because you already are something special. Give your heart to Jesus and let Him take care of your burdens. When you stop worrying about this, that, and forever, your soul will open up and sing!

PRAYER FOR TODAY
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Lord, thank You for all the many blessings You have given to me. I’m grateful for every single one. Help me to show my love for You today by loving others and by singing the song You put in my heart. Amen.



LYRICS

“A SONG AND A PRAYER”




If I could find the perfect prayer

I would search my soul so deep

Just to have a way to say to You

Lord, how much You mean to me

The only way I’ve made it through this world

Is by Your tender loving care

You’re so close right now

Hope is all around in a song and a prayer




[Chorus]

So I sing to You and let my heart shine through

May my voice reach Heaven’s gates

It’s just a melody that You gave to me

Full of joy and full of grace

Spirit like a dove carry all my love

To the lamb of God so fair

With this life I live my most precious gift

Is a song and a prayer




Every prayer is like a butterfly

So fragile yet so strong

When I feel You drawing close to me

I know You’ve been there all along

I get on my knees to talk to You

But my soul can’t help but sing

My song takes flight in Your Holy Light

And flies away on angels’ wings




[Chorus]

So I sing to You and let my heart shine through

May my voice reach Heaven’s gates

It’s just a melody that You gave to me

Full of joy and full of grace

Spirit like a dove carry all my love

To the lamb of God so fair

With this life I live my most precious gift

Is a song and a prayer

Written by Loretta Lynn and Kim McLean 
© Coal Miners Music, Inc./Kim McLean Music









DAY 2

COAL MINER’S DAUGHTER
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If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads. Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.

Romans 12:20–21


Some people like this Bible verse for all the wrong reasons. It seems like it’s saying you can get even by being nice and get away with having the same bitter heart as your enemy. But it ain’t sayin’ that. When they pass out the halos in Heaven, God is going to know which good deeds were done with a pure heart and which ones were done just to get a score settled.

Heaping burning coals on someone’s head sounds terrible. God would never ask us to do such a thing. Songwriters know words are symbols, and a burning coal represents the purifying value of a guilty conscience. If you do something wrong, you ought to do something about it. You get on your knees and ask God to forgive you and help you do better. Then you tell your brother or sister the same thing you told God. That’s how you keep a clean heart.

The Bible talks about God’s refining fire. In the book of Isaiah, there’s even a story of an angel who uses a hot coal to cleanse a prophet’s words. If we do what Jesus said and don’t judge others, we can always be brave enough to


PRAYER FOR TODAY
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