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Tiger Eye Publications, LLC is dedicated to preserving the written word as a vessel of memory, conscience, and civic understanding.

Our mission is to publish works that illuminate the moral dimensions of history and encourage reflection on the values that sustain a free and humane society.

Lessons from Humanity: Reflections on Memory, Morality, and the Fragile Republic was created in this spirit – as a contribution to public understanding and moral education.

It is intended for readers, educators, and citizens who believe that democracy requires more than participation; it requires remembrance.

Every volume we produce bears the same conviction – that truth must be spoken, even when inconvenient. That empathy must be taught, even when unfashionable. And that history, when remembered honestly, remains humanity’s greatest defense against its own forgetfulness.
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This book is dedicated to those who study history. Not as record, but as warning.

 

For the teachers who preserve memory, and the witnesses who refused silence.

 

For the children who will inherit what we choose to remember.
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Foreword from the Author

I am not a historian, nor a history teacher. I am not a Democrat or Republican. I am a registered voter but not with a specific political party; therefore, I am not blinded, persuaded, or influenced by loyalty to any one person or party. Hence, I am not obligated to vote along “party line.” In my lifetime, I have voted for Democrats and Republicans. Whoever I considered to be the best person to represent the Presidency and the United States as a whole received my vote. What I am is an American – a patriotic one – deeply concerned with what I see happening in our country today. I am also a humanitarian. I care deeply about what happens to others.

I do not write from a scholar’s podium, but from a citizen’s morality. What I know, I have learned through reading, research, and reflection. I have studied the words of those who lived through history’s darkest hours, and I have listened to the echoes of their warnings. And though I hold no degree in history, I understand its pattern: when truth becomes negotiable, freedom begins to unravel.

This book was written out of concern, not condemnation. Our nation is increasingly divided – by anger, misinformation, and fear – and yet what troubles me most is not the existence of disagreement, but the disappearance of empathy. We have allowed argument to replace understanding and outrage to replace dialogue. In doing so, we risk repeating the very errors we swore would never be repeated. 

I wrote Lessons from Humanity because I believe that remembering is not the historian’s duty alone; it is the moral responsibility of every citizen. The Holocaust, the struggles of democracy, the invention of division – these are not merely historical events – they are warnings. They remind us that no society is immune to cruelty when truth is ignored and conscience falls silent.

You do not have to be a historian to see what is unfolding. You only have to be honest. Our republic, like every republic before it, depends on ordinary people willing to think critically, speak truthfully, and stand morally firm when convenience tempts silence. Be observant of inhumane actions and listen carefully to demeaning rhetoric. In so doing, if you’re acquainted with history and historical events, then you’ll begin to recognize the familiar patterns that are emerging.

If this book serves any purpose, let it be this: to awaken remembrance that leads to empathy, and empathy that leads to responsibility. For in the end, the defense of humanity – and of democracy – will not come from the powerful, but from those who refuse to forget, and those who refuse to remain silent.

Glenda Norwood Petz

 


PREFACE

 

History does not vanish, nor can it be erased.

Its echoes reach us through the silence of monuments, the photographs of the lost, the words of survivors.

To study history is not to dwell in the past but to understand the present. To recognize how civilization falters and how conscience can restore it.

This collection of essays, Lessons from Humanity, Reflections on Memory, Morality, and the Fragile Republic, explores the fragile moral architecture of our world. How hatred grows. How good people look away. How lies become law. And how remembrance sustains democracy.

Each essay examines one piece of this puzzle, from the Holocaust’s lessons to the strength found in diversity and the vigilance demanded by freedom.

Together, they form a single truth. That the measure of any nation is not its power, but its humanity.      

The question is not how such things could have happened once, but why they keep happening still.

This book began as an attempt to understand that paradox. How societies that believe themselves enlightened can descend into cruelty. How truth becomes negotiable, and how moral blindness spreads quietly through ordinary lives.

The answers are neither simple nor comforting. They begin not in ideology, but in memory.

This book is divided into three parts.

The first, Shadows of the Past, revisits the Holocaust as both history and a warning – an event that revealed the fragility of moral order when truth yields to fear.

The second, The Living Republic, turns to America itself, a nation founded on equality yet haunted by exclusion, where freedom survives only through self-examination.

The third, The Gathering Storm, confronts the modern age, an era of division, distortion, and moral fatigue, and asks what we must do to preserve conscience amid noise.

These essays are not academic in the traditional sense. They are meditations, written for citizens rather than specialists. Each reflects a conviction that history’s greatest value lies not in information but in instruction. That remembrance, properly practiced, is a moral act.

The reader will find here no partisan argument, no simple villain or hero, but a call to reflection. For the health of any republic – indeed, of humanity itself – depends not only on what its people know, but on what they choose to remember.

It is my hope that these pages encourage remembrance that leads to empathy, and empathy that leads to action.

For only through conscience, freely chosen, can freedom endure.

 


“It happened, therefore it can happen again. This is the core of what we have to say.”

Primo Levi

 

 

 

 

“Those who forget are condemned not only to repeat, but to resemble.

Memory is not an act of nostalgia. It is an act of defense.”

Glenda Norwood Petz

 


 

 

 

Part I

 

Shadows of the Past

 

 

“Evil begins when one man starts thinking of another as less than human.”

Henry Louis Mencken

 

This section examines the Holocaust and the enduring psychological and societal patterns that make genocide possible. It follows the progression from history, to human behavior, to propaganda, and finally to the moral duty of vigilance.

 


Chapter One

The Holocaust: Understanding the Past to Safeguard the Future

The Holocaust remains one of the most systematically executed genocides in human history. Between 1941 and 1945, under the rule of Adolf Hitler and the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi Party), approximately six million Jews were murdered, alongside millions of others, including Roma and Sinti peoples, individuals with disabilities, Poles, Soviet prisoners of war, and political or religious dissidents (United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 2023).

The Holocaust was not an isolated event, nor a spontaneous eruption of violence. It was the product of ideology, bureaucracy, and moral collapse. Understanding how it came to pass remains vital to ensuring that such inhumanity never reoccurs.

What the Holocaust Was

The term Holocaust originates from the Greek holos (“whole”) and kaustos (“burned”), symbolizing complete destruction by fire. In Hebrew, the event is known as Shoah, meaning “catastrophe.”

Following Adolf Hitler’s rise to power in January 1933, the Nazi regime quickly dismantled the democratic Weimar Republic through the Enabling Act (March 1933), granting Hitler dictatorial powers (Evans, 2003). The Nazis’ obsession with racial hierarchy positioned Jews, Roma, and other groups as biological threats to the so-called Aryan race.

In 1935, the Nuremburg Laws institutionalized antisemitism, revoking Jewish citizenship and banning marriage or relations between Jews and non-Jews (USHMM, 2023). Propaganda, directed by Joseph Goebbels, depicted Jews as subhuman parasites and enemies of the German people, preparing the public for exclusion, violence, and ultimately annihilation.

When World War II began in September 1939, Nazi persecution expanded across occupied Europe. Jews were
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