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Blurb


What if Cinderella went to the ball...and got knocked up? 
One invitation meant for her roommate.
A dress borrowed.
She’s ready to enjoy this Royal Holiday Party.

Scarlet first dance with a man isn’t prince charming. More like charmless so she bolts out and gets lost in the palace.

In an attempt to make her way back she comes across the Crown Prince…
...and things heat up, quickly.

The day after she feels more like a pumpkin than a princess and she’s ready to move on to celebrate the holidays in true peasant fashion.

The problem?

Prince Massimo isn’t finished with Scarlet.
Not for a second.
Not even when he finds out she’s carrying his heir on Christmas Day.
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1
Scarlet's First Ball
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Scarlet


Scarlet shoved her hands through her hair and wondered if things would work out. After all, she wasn’t invited to this big event, her friend/roommate was. But her lovely roommate had no desire to join the social elite at a Christmas party for the Royal family.  
She’d used a bit of her savings to buy a red dress and as soon as the party was over, she planned to return it. Hell, most of her closet was filled with clothes her parents purchased in high school. Her scholarship paid for her half of the apartment, some food, and her school supplies. But that was it. Luxury was her roommate’s life. 
“So, you’re really going to go?” Kelcy leaned against the door jam, meeting her gaze through the reflection of the mirror. 
“When on Earth will I ever get a chance to go to one of these parties?” She arched her brow then turned to face her friend. 
“Oh, you had that one chance in the summer.” She tapped at her lower lip, her usual trait when she was thinking. 
“No, I couldn’t go because I had class early the next day. But with finals last week, tomorrow I’m in the clear. Which reminds me, are you leaving to see your family for Christmas?” She snatched up her smallest purse but froze when Kelcy’s eyes narrowed on it. 
“Not that. It clashes with the dress.” She shook her head and vanished from the doorway. A few minutes later she came up with a black clutch, Kelcy opened it and a silver strap slid out to make it easier to carry. “As for the Christmas question, I leave two days before Christmas and then I’ll be back right after New Year’s.” 
“Sounds good.” She moved her stuff from one bag to the new one. “Also thank you.” She secured the invitation, making sure everything would work out. It didn’t have Kelcy’s name on it, so in all reality it should get her in. 
“You look good, honey. You have fun. Oh, and I called you a car already. Message me when you’re ready to come back, and I’ll send one to get you.” 
“I could’ve driven myself.” She placed her hand on her hip and Kelcy chuckled. 
“My sweet summer child.” She stopped laughing and narrowed her eyes on Scarlet. The snap change in demeanor was usual for Kelcy. “No. Not happening.” She shook her head. “The driver is ready when you are.” She slid away, and Scarlet glanced back at her reflection. The brown hair was in waves around her face and the little bit of makeup she added made her golden-brown eyes pop. 
With a quick nod, she turned and headed down the hallway and out to the living room. Kelcy’s boy toy sat on the couch playing on the Xbox he brought over with him. This weekend Scarlet would probably hear a lot of sex and game playing. At least tonight she’d have a small reprieve from listening to all their ‘fun’ time. 
“Have a good night,” he called out as Scarlet walked by the couch. 
“You too. Remember, keep the toilet seat down. I almost fell in last weekend in the middle of the night.” Scarlet opened the door and left the apartment. The driver smiled at her. He wore an older suit with a few soft stains you only caught when you were close. Thankfully the drive was quiet, giving her time to calm her racing heart. 
Half an hour later she stood in a line as four security guards and two supervisors checked the visitors. Scarlet adjusted her dress for the tenth time while waiting. Tension rolled up her spine, holding her pounding heart hostage.
She took a few deep breaths and got a side eye from another guest. 
She eyed the rest of the invitees who seemed to be lost in their own little worlds, either deep in their minds or with their plus one. 
Maybe this was a bad idea because she wouldn’t know anyone here. Would she be able to really get the whole experience while not knowing a single soul inside? 
When the line moved, she hesitated and the man behind her cleared his throat. 
She turned and noticed another man with him who wore more makeup than her. 
“So sorry.” She stepped forward and turned again. “You both look amazing by the way,” she offered, hoping it would make up for the foul look she gained from the first guy. 
His eyes widened and a big grin covered his lips. 
“Oh my, thank you.” He fluttered his lashes then looked her up and down. “That dress hugs you in all the right ways, queen.” 
Heat rose up her face as she bowed her head as if she were actually the queen. 
“Are you meeting someone inside?” the guy with makeup asked, and she shook her head. 
“My friend stayed home with her boo instead of coming out.” She shrugged. The second guy gasped and placed his hand on his chest. 
“Well, if you need any protection, you come find us. I’m Jinny, and this is my man, Charles. We’ll keep any bad straight male away.” He beamed and she smiled back. 
“Thank you very much. I’m Scarlet.” 
“You’re up, baby doll.” Charles motioned toward the security guard beckoning her to come on up. She took a deep breath and internally screamed. 
Everything felt as if was leading up to this moment. 
A Christmas Ball hosted by the royal family, and she had her ticket inside. 




2
Prince Charmless
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Scarlet


After a thorough search of her clutch, she walked through the metal detector, following the crowd.  
She entered the ballroom through a set of stairs that gave anyone entering a bird’s eye view of everything. By the DJ booth was a line of people with plates heading toward tables of food. 
Treats of all kinds called to her, but she stayed in this spot for a few more moments as others passed her to go down.  
“The ball awaits.” Jinny spoke behind her, and she turned to see him flipping his hand over his shoulder as if he had long hair. 
“See you down there.” She smiled as the two men slowly descended the steps. 
In two minutes flat, they blended into the crowd. Tables and chairs sat close to the stairs, and party-goers filled the dance floor to the brim. 
“Oh, what the hell.” She tightened her grip on the bag and passed another couple talking about stock market oopsies. At least that’s what Scarlet understood. 
Sliding between tables and guests, she reached the dance floor as flutes of wine and champagne passed her, carried around by guys and girls in similar suits. 
She grabbed the champagne and took a small sip, not knowing if she would like it. 
The bubbles rolled across her tongue, and she giggled while swallowing them. Not wanting to dance with a drink, she downed it rather quickly, then sat it on an empty tray and let the music roll and fall through her body. 
The remixes of favorite beats kept her guessing the lyrics. 
So, this was a Royal party? 
A man’s hand slid across her hips while the other grabbed at her stomach, making her extremely uncomfortable. 
She pulled away, but he didn’t listen to her body. He turned her around, a smug look plastered on his face. His eyes were heavy like he was drunk, but there wasn’t enough booze in the world to give him a chance. 
“I wanna dance alone.” She tried to push him back, but he didn’t budge. Dread soaked into her bones as she glanced around for someone to help her. 
“Come on, sweet ass.” His amber eyes roamed down to her cleavage. “If you don’t want the attention, you shouldn’t dress like a slut.” He chuckled at himself, and anger replaced the dread. The fucking nerve of this fucker. 
“I don’t dress for men. I dressed up for myself, you pig.” She slapped him across the face. 
She saw a few emotions race over his features when he focused on her again. Anger. Lust. And pure fucking evil.
“Let me go.” She pushed on his chest, but his grip only tightened. Go big or go home. She reminded herself of her personal motto and stomped on his foot with her heel. 
“Sweet Scarlet found a dance partner.” Charles wiggled his shoulders, and she turned to look right into his eyes, mouthing help me to him. His eyes drifted across her body to her hands pressing into the guy’s chest. 
“Oh, sugar. You need to get some air.” Jinny grabbed at the guy’s shoulders, and he pulled himself away, getting closer to Scarlet. The scent of booze flooded her nose and her eyes watered. 
“Yes. Air would be good. Or should I call security?” Charles grabbed Scarlet’s side just below her boobs. “Because this girl is all mine. Right, sugar tits?” he said as if wasn’t one hundred percent gay. The effect on the slime ball was instant as he yanked his hands away and stormed off to find a new victim.
“He should leave before some other girl’s night is ruined.” Scarlet turned and hugged Charles. “Thank you so much.” 
“Jinny, go let that guy know what happened.” Charles pointed at one of the security men at the edge of the dance floor. “Are you okay?” he asked as his partner sauntered off. 
“Yes. I think.” She gave him a half smile. The whole situation could’ve been a hell of a lot worse, but she needed to get out of here and take a few breaths. “I’m going to run to the girls’ room.” She smiled and Charles let go with a quick nod. 
“Be safe, little S.” He winked then strolled toward Jinny. 
With a quick glance, she re-secured her bag and raced toward the wall with a bathroom sign pointing toward a hallway. Scarlet debated with herself
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