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Prologue
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Have you ever looked up at the sky and wondered what it would be like to soar among the clouds? Long ago, there was a girl who didn’t just wonder—she made it happen. Her name was Amelia Earhart, and she became one of the most daring and famous pilots in the world.

At a time when most people thought only men could fly airplanes, Amelia proved them wrong. She followed her dreams, took on exciting challenges, and made history by becoming the first woman to fly alone across the Atlantic Ocean. But her story is more than just flying—it's about courage, adventure, and never giving up, even when things got tough.

This book will take you on a journey through Amelia’s amazing life, from her childhood filled with curiosity to the mysterious flight that made her a legend. Get ready to meet a woman who believed in herself, broke the rules, and inspired the world—one flight at a time.

Let’s take off into the story of Amelia Earhart!
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Chapter 1: A Girl with Big Dreams
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Amelia Earhart was born on July 24, 1897, in a small town in Kansas, and even though airplanes hadn’t been around for very long, she dreamed of flying through the skies like a bird. As a young girl, she was full of energy and curiosity. She didn’t always do what other girls were expected to do at the time—she liked climbing trees, exploring outdoors, and getting dirty while having fun. Amelia didn’t want to be told what girls could or couldn’t do. She believed that girls could do anything boys could do, maybe even more, and she carried that belief with her throughout her life.

From the time she was very small, Amelia was always asking questions. She was interested in how things worked. She would take things apart and try to put them back together. She didn’t just play with dolls like many girls did back then—she built ramps, made sleds, and even once tried to make a roller coaster in her backyard using wood and a toy box. When she zoomed down and crashed, she got bruised but laughed because it was so exciting. That moment gave her a feeling of daring adventure, something she never wanted to lose.

In school, Amelia liked to read and learn about faraway places. She read books about famous explorers and brave pioneers. She wanted to be someone who discovered new things and went on great journeys. When she saw her first airplane at a fair, it didn’t seem special at the time. It was just a noisy machine. But later, as she grew older, she began to notice that flying could be something incredible. The more she read about planes and pilots, the more she wanted to try it herself.

But flying wasn’t something most people did back then. Airplanes were new and dangerous. Even fewer women became pilots because people thought it wasn’t a job for girls. Still, Amelia didn’t care what others thought. She believed that if she worked hard enough, she could make her dream come true. She tried all kinds of jobs to earn money, like working as a nurse’s helper during World War I and studying hard in science and health. Every step she took was to get closer to the sky.

When she finally got a chance to fly in a small plane, her whole world changed. The moment the plane lifted off the ground, she felt like her heart was flying too. The wind rushed past her face, and the ground grew smaller beneath her. She knew right away that flying was what she wanted to do for the rest of her life. It wasn’t just about going fast—it was about being free, seeing the world in a new way, and reaching for something bigger than herself.

Amelia didn’t come from a rich family, so learning to fly wasn’t easy. Flying lessons cost a lot of money, but she didn’t give up. She worked hard and saved every penny she could. She even bought a used leather jacket and slept in it for days to make it look worn, so she’d look like a real pilot. She was determined, and nothing could stop her—not fear, not money, not even people who told her girls didn’t belong in the air.

Her dream grew bigger with every flight. She didn’t just want to fly for fun—she wanted to break records, go farther than anyone else, and prove to the world that women were just as capable as men. Amelia began to set goals for herself that seemed impossible. She wanted to fly across the Atlantic Ocean, something only one man had ever done solo at the time. She wanted to explore, lead, and inspire. She wanted girls everywhere to see that they could dream big and chase those dreams, even if the world said no.

Amelia’s big dreams weren’t just about flying high. They were about changing how people thought. She wanted to open doors for other women and show them they could be pilots, engineers, scientists, or whatever they chose. She believed that bravery wasn’t about being fearless—it was about doing something even when you’re scared. Every time she stepped into a plane, she carried her hopes, her courage, and the dreams of millions of girls with her.

So, Amelia Earhart wasn’t just a girl who liked planes. She was a girl with big dreams, a bold heart, and a powerful spirit that told her she could do anything if she tried hard enough. Her story teaches us that dreams start small but grow with courage, hard work, and a never-give-up attitude. She kept reaching for the sky, and because of that, she showed the world that girls could soar just as high as boys—maybe even higher.
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Chapter 2: Flying for the First Time
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The first time Amelia Earhart flew in an airplane was a moment that changed her life forever. It didn’t happen when she was a very little girl—it actually came a bit later, when she was already in her early twenties. But from the moment the wheels left the ground, Amelia knew that her life would never be the same again. It was like something inside her clicked. She had seen planes before, but being up in the sky, feeling the wind and watching the world shrink below her, was a completely different experience. It was exciting, scary, and magical all at once.

Before that amazing flight, Amelia had already done a lot of things. She had worked as a nurse’s helper during World War I, taken science classes, and even studied how engines worked. She was curious about the world and always looking for new adventures. One day in 1920, while visiting an airfield with her father in California, she was offered a ride in a small biplane. The plane had two seats—one for the pilot and one for a passenger. Amelia climbed into the seat, probably feeling nervous and excited at the same time. The engine roared to life, and the propeller spun faster and faster. Then, with a bump and a lift, the airplane soared into the air.

Amelia later said that after just a few hundred feet of flying, she knew she had to do this for the rest of her life. It was only a ten-minute flight, but those ten minutes were enough to spark a passion that would last forever. She felt a freedom in the sky that she had never felt before. On the ground, people had rules and limits. But up in the air, it felt like anything was possible. There were no roads to follow, no signs telling her where to go—only the wide open sky waiting to be explored.

The plane flew over houses, trees, and fields. Everything looked smaller from above, like a tiny model world. Amelia felt like she was floating, even though the plane was zooming through the air. It wasn’t just the thrill of flying that excited her—it was the idea that she could go anywhere, do anything, and see the world from a new point of view. That one flight showed her that she didn’t have to stay on the ground like everyone else. She could rise above, literally and figuratively.

After she landed, Amelia couldn’t stop thinking about what it felt like to be up there. She knew it wouldn’t be easy to learn how to fly herself. There were very few women pilots back then, and people didn’t always support the idea of a woman flying an airplane. But Amelia didn’t care. She had made up her mind. She was going to become a pilot no matter what. She started working all kinds of jobs to save money for flying lessons—she worked
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