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DEDICATION

To every believer who rises before dawn, who plants without certainty of harvest,

who works with honest hands and a faithful heart —

may you find in these pages the ancient wisdom that rewards all diligence.

And to the Lord Jesus Christ — the Master Carpenter of Nazareth,

who worked with His hands and finished the greatest work ever accomplished —

the redemption of fallen mankind.
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The Book of Proverbs is one of the most extraordinary books ever written. In thirty-one chapters, the wisest man who ever walked the earth — guided by the Holy Spirit of God — distilled the secrets of a successful life into short, memorable, practical sayings that have shaped the thinking of civilisations for three thousand years.

Yet for many believers, Proverbs remains an unexplored treasure chest. They know a verse here and a verse there. They have perhaps memorised Proverbs 3:5–6 about trusting the Lord, or Proverbs 22:6 about training up a child. But they have never sat down with Proverbs as a whole and allowed its concentrated wisdom to reorganise their approach to everyday life.

That is exactly what The Proverbs Success Library is designed to do.

After years of studying, preaching, and teaching from the Book of Proverbs, I became convinced that Proverbs returns again and again to six dominant themes — themes so persistent, so central, that they form the backbone of the book's practical theology. These six themes are:

	Work — the dignity and duty of productive labour

	Women — the wisdom of godly femininity and the danger of its corruption

	Wisdom — the supreme gift from God for navigating all of life

	Wealth — the right relationship with money, giving, and stewardship

	Wine — the dangers of intoxication and the call to a sober, disciplined life

	Words — the power of speech to build or destroy


Each volume in this series takes one of these themes, traces it through Proverbs with statistical rigour and pastoral warmth, examines it across all wisdom literature, and applies it in practical, life-changing ways.

These books are not written for scholars, though scholars will find them substantive. They are written for ordinary believers who want to live extraordinary lives. They are written for the young professional trying to find his footing in a competitive world. They are written for the mother managing a household with faith and intelligence. They are written for the pastor who needs fresh material to help his congregation move from Sunday inspiration to Monday transformation.

Above all, these books are written for the glory of God, whose wisdom is more profitable than silver and whose understanding is better than gold (Proverbs 3:14).

Begin the journey. Wisdom is calling.

John James Abekah

Accra, Ghana
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Introduction to the Volume
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There is a man I want you to meet. His name is not written in any book, but you have seen him a thousand times.

You have seen him rising before the sun, loading his truck before the city wakes. You have seen him bent over a workbench late at night, perfecting a joint that no one may ever notice. You have seen her at her desk, long after her colleagues have gone home, completing a report with the same care she would give if the king himself were to read it. You have seen him in the field, planting seeds in soil that has not yet shown a single sign of life, trusting that harvest will come.

These people do not have the most spectacular gifts. They are not always the most educated or the most well-connected. But they share one quality that, according to the Book of Proverbs, is worth more than talent, more than opportunity, more than natural brilliance: they are diligent.

And God rewards diligence.


"Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men."  — Proverbs 22:29


This volume — The Diligent Hand: God's Wisdom for Work, Industry, and Purposeful Living — is an extended meditation on what the Bible's greatest wisdom book says about work. Not work as the world defines it — a necessary evil, a means to a paycheck, an identity to be performed — but work as God created it: a sacred calling, a creative act, a vehicle for divine purpose.

Proverbs has more to say about work than most people realise. The diligent worker, the lazy sluggard, the industrious woman, the wise farmer, the skilled craftsman — all parade through its pages in vivid, unforgettable portraits. No honest student of Proverbs can miss it: work is one of the book's great obsessions.

But this is not a book about productivity hacks or time-management techniques. Those things have their place. This is a book about the soul of work — the theology that lies beneath the activity, the character that must precede the achievement, the God-connection that transforms mere busyness into fruitful labour.

By the time you finish this book, I want you to have a new relationship with your work. I want you to understand why God gave humanity work before the Fall and how the redemption of Christ restores dignity to all honest labour. I want you to be able to identify, confront, and defeat the particular sins that keep believers from fulfilling their productive potential. And I want you to be so inspired by the wisdom of Proverbs that you get up tomorrow morning and do the thing you have been putting off.

The Diligent Hand is waiting to be filled with purposeful, Spirit-empowered work. Let us begin.
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How to Use This Book
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This book is designed for multiple uses. Here are some suggested approaches:

For Individual Study

Read one chapter at a time. Do not rush. After each chapter, pause with the Reflection Questions and sit quietly before God with your answers. Then commit to at least one Action Point before moving to the next chapter.

For Group Study

The nineteen chapters can be divided into a ten-to-fifteen week study. Appendix C provides discussion questions formatted for small groups, Sunday school classes, and leadership teams. Assign the reading ahead of time and use the group session for discussion and accountability.

For Devotional Use

Many readers will find the Wisdom Gems — the short, memorable statements embedded throughout — useful as daily meditation points. You may wish to copy them into a journal and reflect on one each morning.

For Preaching and Teaching

Pastors and teachers are welcome to use the content of this book as a basis for sermons and lessons. Each chapter is structured as a complete teaching unit with a clear theme, biblical foundation, illustrations, and application.

A Note on Scripture

All Scripture quotations are taken from the King James Version (KJV) unless otherwise noted. The KJV's majestic language preserves the weight and rhythm of the original Hebrew and Greek in a way that has shaped English-speaking Christianity for four centuries. Occasional quotations from the New King James Version (NKJV) or the New International Version (NIV) are noted where they provide additional clarity.

PART ONE
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Understanding Work


[image: ]


Chapter One
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Work: The Creator's First Gift to Humanity
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Before God created woman, before He formed the beasts of the field or the birds of the air, before He fashioned the human body from the dust of the ground — He Himself was at work.

The very first verse of the Bible introduces God not as a static being in a state of eternal rest, but as a Creator actively engaged in purposeful, productive work: "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). For six majestic days, the Almighty laboured. He spoke light into darkness. He separated waters from dry land. He filled the seas with living creatures and adorned the skies with lights. He planted a garden eastward in Eden. And at every stage of this creative process, He paused, looked at what He had made, and declared it good.

The God of the Bible is a working God. And He made human beings in His image — which means, among many other things, that human beings are designed to work.

Work Before the Fall

One of the most important truths about work that the Bible teaches is this: work is not a consequence of sin. Work is not punishment. Work is not what happened to humanity after the Fall. Work is what God gave humanity before the Fall.


"And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it."  — Genesis 2:15


Adam was placed in the garden with a job to do. He was given the responsibility of dressing and




The Dignity of Human Work








The Call to Excellence




Proverbs and the Theology of Work






	How has your understanding of work been shaped more by your culture than by the Bible? In what specific ways?

	Knowing that God Himself worked before the creation of man, how does this change the way you view your own daily work?

	Jesus spent most of His earthly life in physical labour. What does this say to you personally about the value of your work, whatever it may be?

	What would it look like for you to treat your work as a form of worship this week?
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