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Introduction

Two major written accounts of Boudicca remain from antiquity: Tactitus’ Annals Book 14, and the Epitome of Dio’s Roman History, Book 62. The works of these two authors form the centrepiece of the methodology of this study, which focuses on the Latin and Greek texts, particularly the style, sentiments, vocabulary and multi-layered meanings contained therein. While additional background on the Boudicca uprising is needed for context (namely modern historical interpretations of the years AD 60-61, as well as the limited but ever-increasing archaeological records), the two ancient authors are of foremost importance because they present the uprising in terms of their own values, moralities and social structures (features of their writings that are of vital significance to a study of Boudicca).

While numerous works on Boudicca have been produced within the last half century, and particularly the last twenty years, most of these situate the writings of Tacitus and Dio within broader historical accounts of the uprising. Many of these works, be they historical or fictional, tend to utilise the ancient sources as supplements to specific aspects of the event. It is the intention herein to reverse this methodological order and to treat what we know of Boudicca and the Iceni first and foremost within the context of what Tacitus and Dio tell us. In this sense, the two central chapters of the book function as exercises in text analysis, which primarily aim to shed light on how the Romans reacted to the uprising as well as to demonstrate the various literary techniques and characteristics of both authors.

In this sense, I take my authorial and scholarly cue from Sandra R. Joshel who, discussing Tacitus’ portrait of Messalina, states: ‘I am concerned with the writing of history, not with history as a set of events’.1 This approach takes into account the fact that historical writing in antiquity was not stable, meaning that it was not primarily motivated by an authorial drive to present facts alone. While facts exist, they are not the dominating characteristic of the texts, but employed (to the writer’s best ability and, sometimes, by a process of selective inclusion or omission) to provide frameworks in which authors such as Tacitus and Dio can then expound upon more pressing concerns: religiosity, morality, issues of gender, political theories, patriotism and other matters of import.

It is the Boudicca of the Roman and Greek imaginations that interests me and who receives the most attention in this study. This is not to deny that there is a discernable order of events and a traceable timeline in the works of both Tacitus and Dio, to which archaeology has increasingly come to attest. Nor is it to refute the existence of an outstanding female leader of the Iceni who featured prominently in the events of AD 60-61. Instead, it is to acknowledge Boudicca within a historiographical context as a living, breathing reality as well as a literary entity created by the ingenious artistry of two major authors. Such an approach places her perfectly
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*

All translations, unless otherwise indicated, are my own. Translations of Dio are based on the Greek text by Earnest Cary (1924; Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1982); translations of Tacitus’ Annals are based on the Latin text by John Jackson (1937; Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1969). Translations of the Histories by Tacitus are based on Charles Dennis Fisher’s text (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1911). For the Agricola, I consulted R.M. Ogilvie and M. Winterbottom’s edition (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975).

Tacitus spells Boudicca’s name as ‘Boudicca’ and Dio spells it ‘Boudouika’ (rendered as ‘Buduica’ by Cary). Throughout this book, I have adopted Tacitus’ spelling unless I am referring to specific and notable variations such as those found in works of late antiquity (as in Chapter 4).

Some of the references contained in the Notes are not included in the Select Bibliography as they deal with specific matters not directly pertaining to Boudicca. The Select Bibliography lists works on Boudicca and Roman Britain. References in the text are to authors and the relevant page numbers of their work, with the complete references appearing in the Select Bibliography.

Abbreviations

Agr. = Agricola (Tacitus)

Ann. = Annals (Tacitus)

BG = De Bello Gallico, or On the Gallic War (Julius Caesar)

Claud. = Life of Claudius (Suetonius)

Ep. = Epitome of Dio

Geog. = Geography (Strabo)

Hist. = Histories (Tacitus)

Il. = Iliad (Homer)

Suet. = Suetonius

Tac. = Tacitus

Roman Britain tribal/place names and modern equivalents

Atrebates: Territory = Hampshire, West Sussex and Surrey

Brigantes Territory = Northern England and a substantial part of the Midlands

Camulodunum: Colchester, centre of the territory of the Trinovantes

Catuvellauni: Territory = Northern bank of the Thames and northwards to Hertfordshire

Corieltauvi (also known as the Coritani): Territory = East Midlands; Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Northamptonshire

Deceangli: Territory = North-east Wales

Dobunni: Territory = North Somerset, Bristol and Gloucestershire

Iceni: Territory = Norfolk

Isurium: Aldborough

Londinium: London

Manduessedum: Mancetter

Mona: Anglesey

Ordovices: Territory = North-western Wales

Silures: Territory = South Wales

Trinovantes: Territory = North side of the Thames estuary in Essex and Suffolk, also encompassed territory now located in Greater London

Verulamium: St Albans

Watling Street: Track that extends, east to west, across Britain

Individuals: British

Antedios: leader of the Iceni at the time of Claudius’ invasion; died c. AD 47; succeeded by Prasutagus

Boudicca: wife of Prasutagus, leader of the Iceni rebels in AD 60-61

Calgacus: Caledonian leader who fought the Roman army of Agricola at the Battle of Mons Graupius in c. AD 83/84

Caratacus: along with his brother, Togodumnus, was the heir to the Catuvellauni territories; waged guerrilla warfare against the Romans for some nine years

Cartimandua: leader of the Brigantes, a tribe whose territory was located in northern England, with its capital at Isurium (Aldborough); played a key role in the capture of Caratacus

Cassivellaunus: leader of both the Catuvellauni and the Trinovantes; entered into treaties with Rome in 54 BC

Prasutagus: leader of the Iceni, husband of Boudicca

Verica: deposed chieftain of the Atrebates, a man recognised in Rome as rex; it was his pleas to Claudius to reinstate him, having been ousted by Caratacus and Togodumnus, which instigated the invasion of AD 43

Venutius: husband of Cartimandua; the queen divorced him and acquired for herself a consort, Vellocatus, his arms-bearer

Individuals: Roman

Agricola, Gnaeus Julius (AD 40-93): military tribune in Britain under Paulinus (AD 58-62) and its longest serving governor (AD 77-85); Tacitus’ father-in-law and subject of his biography, Agricola

Agrippina (AD 15-59): fourth wife of Claudius, sister of Caligula and mother of Nero

Augustus (63 BC-AD 14): emperor (27 BC-AD 14)

Caesar, Gaius Julius (100-44 BC): general and statesman; invaded Britain twice: 55 and 54 BC

Caligula (AD 12-41): emperor (AD 37-41); disastrous attempt to invade Britain in AD 40

Cerialis, Petilius: commander of Legion IX; suffered serious defeat at Camulodunum but went on to face Boudicca’s forces in what was to be the last battle she fought against the Romans

Claudius (10 BC-AD 54): emperor (AD 41-54); ‘leader’ of the invasion of Britain in AD 43

Decianus, Catus: procurator of Britain in AD 61; his rapacity is blamed for contributing to the rebellion of Boudicca; when she sacked Camulodunum, he fled to Gaul

Didius Gallus, Aulus: governor of Britain (AD 52-57)

Messalina (c. 12 BC-AD 48): third wife of Claudius and Nero’s cousin

Nero (AD 37-68): emperor (AD 54-68); ruled during the rebellion of Boudicca

Ostorius Scapula, Publius: second governor of Britain (AD 47-52)

Paulinus, Gaius Suetonius: appointed governor of Britain in AD 58/59; in AD 61 he made an assault on the island of Mona (Angelsey); responsible for leading the Roman forces that ultimately defeated Boudicca

Plautius, Aulus: leader of the Legions sent to Britain by Claudius in AD 43; the first governor of Britain (AD 43-47)

Sabina the Elder, Poppaea: mother of Poppaea Sabina the Younger; she committed suicide in AD 47 as result of the machinations of Messalina

Sabina the Younger, Poppaea (AD 30-65): second wife of Nero

Tiberius (42 BC-AD 37): emperor (AD 14-37)
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