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Prologue
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Imagine a time when America was not yet a country. There were no presidents, no White House, and no stars and stripes flying proudly in the wind. The land was ruled by a faraway king, and many people in the American colonies felt they had no say in their own future. But one man would help change all of that forever. His name was George Washington.

Washington wasn’t born a king or a ruler—he was a boy who grew up on a farm in Virginia. He loved riding horses, exploring the woods, and learning about the world around him. But as he grew older, he became something more than just a farmer. He became a soldier, a leader, and eventually, the very first president of the United States.

Without George Washington, America might not be what it is today. He helped lead a small, untrained army to victory against the most powerful military in the world. He helped shape the government we now have, setting examples that future presidents would follow. People called him the "Father of His Country" because of the way he guided the young nation through its first difficult years.

But Washington was more than just a great leader—he was a real person, with strengths and weaknesses, victories and mistakes. He wasn’t perfect, and he didn’t always have the right answers. Yet, through hard work, bravery, and determination, he became one of the most important figures in American history.

This book will take you on an exciting journey through Washington’s life, from his childhood adventures to his role in the American Revolution, and finally, to his time as the first president of the United States. You’ll discover what made him a hero, what challenges he faced, and why his legacy still matters today.

Are you ready to step into the past and meet the man who helped create a nation? Let’s begin!
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Chapter 1: Young George Grows Up
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George Washington’s childhood was filled with adventure, hard work, and lessons that helped shape him into the leader he would become. He was born on February 22, 1732, in the British colony of Virginia. At that time, America wasn’t an independent country yet—it was made up of thirteen colonies ruled by Great Britain. George’s family lived on a plantation, a large farm where crops like tobacco were grown. His father, Augustine Washington, was a wealthy landowner and a respected man in the community, while his mother, Mary Ball Washington, was known for being strong-willed and strict.

As a young boy, George had a curious mind and loved exploring the outdoors. He spent hours wandering through the fields, forests, and rivers near his home, learning about nature and how to survive in the wild. He enjoyed horseback riding, fishing, and hunting, which were common activities for boys growing up in colonial Virginia. Riding horses would later become an important skill for him when he became a soldier. George also liked playing with his siblings and friends, often leading them in pretend battles and competitions. Even at a young age, he showed signs of leadership and responsibility.

George’s family was not extremely rich, but they lived comfortably. His father owned several plantations, which meant George had a privileged childhood compared to many other children in the colonies. However, life was not always easy. In 1743, when George was just eleven years old, his father passed away. This was a difficult time for the family, especially because it meant that George’s older half-brother, Lawrence, inherited most of their father’s land and wealth. Lawrence was much older than George, but he became like a second father to him, guiding him and teaching him many things about life and responsibility.

Unlike today, schools were not common in colonial America, and only wealthy families could afford tutors or private lessons. George did not have the opportunity to go to a fancy school in England, like some boys from wealthy families did. Instead, he was mostly taught at home by tutors and attended a small local school for a short time. He learned reading, writing, and arithmetic (which is what people back then called math). But one of his most important lessons was learning how to be a gentleman. In colonial society, manners, respect, and honesty were highly valued, and George took these lessons seriously. He even copied a book called "Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior in Company and Conversation," which was a guide on how to behave properly.

Even though George did not receive an advanced education, he had a talent for practical subjects. He became skilled at surveying, which was the science of measuring land and drawing maps. This was an important job in the colonies because as more settlers arrived, new land had to be divided and sold. When George was just sixteen years old, he got the opportunity to travel into the wilderness as a surveyor. He helped map out new lands in Virginia’s western frontier, experiencing harsh conditions, wild animals, and the challenges of living in the untamed wilderness. This experience made him tough, resourceful, and independent—qualities that would later help him as a military leader.

George also looked up to his brother Lawrence, who had served in the British military. Lawrence married into the powerful Fairfax family, which had great influence in Virginia. Because of this connection, young George met important leaders and was exposed to the world of politics and leadership at an early age. He admired Lawrence’s military career and dreamed of becoming a soldier himself.

Tragedy struck again when George was just twenty-one years old. Lawrence, who had always been his role model, became very sick with tuberculosis, a deadly disease at the time. George traveled with him to the Caribbean, hoping that the warm climate would help him recover. It was the only time George ever left the American colonies. Sadly, Lawrence passed away in 1752, leaving George heartbroken. However, this loss led to a big change in George’s life. Since Lawrence had no children, George inherited Mount Vernon, the beautiful plantation that would later become his home.

By the time George was in his early twenties, he had already faced loss, hardship, and great responsibility. He had learned how to survive in the wild, how to lead, and how to handle difficult situations. His education may not have been as formal as some, but his experiences had prepared him for the challenges ahead. Soon, he would take his first steps into military service, a path that would lead him to become one of the most important figures in American history.
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Chapter 2: Life on a Virginia Farm
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George Washington grew up on a plantation in Virginia, and life there was very different from what we know today. A plantation was a large farm that grew crops, raised animals, and often had many workers, including enslaved people, who helped keep it running. In the 1700s, Virginia was one of the most important farming colonies, and most families, whether wealthy or poor, depended on the land for their survival. The Washington family was not the richest in the colony, but they owned several plantations, which meant they lived a relatively comfortable life compared to many others.

Growing up on a Virginia farm meant that George was surrounded by nature. Rolling fields, thick forests, and wide rivers stretched for miles. The plantations had large fields where tobacco, wheat, corn, and vegetables were grown. Tobacco was the most important crop because it was in high demand in England, and many farmers made money by selling it. However, growing tobacco was hard work. It required careful attention, from planting the seeds to harvesting and drying the leaves. Unlike some other crops, tobacco drained the nutrients from the soil, so farmers had to rotate their fields or find new land to keep their crops healthy.

In addition to crops, the Washington plantation had many animals. Horses, cows, pigs, chickens, and sheep were raised for food, transportation, and work. Horses were especially important because they were the main way people traveled. Young George loved riding horses and became an excellent rider, a skill that
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