

[image: Cover]



THE WRITER’S GUIDE TO WATTPAD

The Comprehensive Guide to Building & Sustaining a Successful Career
Edited by Benjamin Sobieck

[image: ]

[image: ]

WritersDigest.com
Cincinnati, Ohio


Table of Contents

FOREWORD (Anna Todd, @imaginator1D)

Part 1: Getting Started

1. WHY WATTPAD WORKS
(Benjamin Sobieck, @BenSobieck)

2. HOW WATTPAD WORKS
(Kevin Fanning, @kfxinfinity)

3. THE WRITING PROCESS AND WATTPAD
(Neilani Alejandrino, @sweetdreamer33)

4. PREPARING YOUR WRITING FOR WATTPAD
(H.J. Nelson, @hjnelson)

5. DESIGN A GREAT WATTPAD COVER FOR LESS THAN THE PRICE OF LUNCH
(Jakayla Toney, @Ms_Horrendous)

6. CREATING USERNAMES AND CRAFTING A WATTPAD IDENTITY
(Katie Hart, @Lilohorse)

Part 2: Crafting Your Platform

7. TAKING THE LEAP: PUBLISHING YOUR STORY
(M.C. Roman, @MCRomances)

8. WHEN AND WHY TO CHANGE A STORY
(Jordan Lynde, @XxSkater2Girl16xX)

9. INTERACTING WITH READERS: YOUR OTHER JOB AS A WRITER
(Lauren Palphreyman, @LEPalphreyman)

10. TURBOCHARGE STORYTELLING WITH MULTIMEDIA
(Jenny Rosen, @jr0127)

11. 10 SECRETS TO GETTING READS, VOTES, AND COMMENTS
(Debra Goelz, @BrittanieCharmintine)

12. PLUG INTO OTHER SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS TO MAXIMIZE WATTPAD
(Rachel Meinke, @knightsrachel)

13. NETWORK WITH OTHER WATTPAD WRITERS TO BUILD COMMUNITIES
(Kelly Anne Blount, @KellyAnneBlount)

14. WRITING OUTSIDE OF ENGLISH
(Ariana Godoy, @cold_lady19)

15. FANFICTION: WATTPAD’S WILD FRONTIER
(Noelle N., @hepburnettes)

Part 3: Building Your Writing Career

16. DEFINE SUCCESS, OR IT’LL DEFINE YOU
(Benjamin Sobieck, @BenSobieck)

17. USING WATTPAD TO LEVERAGE SUCCESS IN TRADITIONAL PUBLISHING
(Sara Sargent)

18. SELLING BOOKS AVAILABLE OUTSIDE OF WATTPAD
(A.V. Geiger, @adam_and_jane)

19. WATTPAD AS A TOOL FOR ADVOCACY
(Tahlie Purvis, @TahliePurvis)

20. THE WATTPAD STARS PROGRAM
(Tim Johnson, @Tim)

21. FROM WATTPAD TO HOLLYWOOD
(Tim Johnson, @Tim)

22. WIN OR LOSE, CONTESTS OFFER BIG OPPORTUNITIES
(Amber K Bryant, @amberkbryant)

23. WRITING FOR WATTPAD CAMPAIGNS
(Darly Jamison, @Monrosey)

24. THE WATTYS: ONE AWARD TO RULE THEM ALL
(Kara Barbieri, @Pandean)

25. WATTPAD LABS: REDEFINING STORYTELLING WITH TAP BY WATTPAD
(Jo Watson, @JoWatson_101)

Part 4: Inspiration

26. WORDS OF WISDOM FOR WATTPAD WRITERS
(Benjamin Sobieck, @BenSobieck)


Dedication

For Jane


FOREWORD
Stay True to Yourself

By Anna Todd

___________

On Wattpad: @imaginator1D

Write a story that you believe in.

You’ve picked this book up for a reason. You want to be a writer, or you want to find a way to publish your work. First, congratulations on having the courage to take a step toward your dream! For some perspective about where this journey can lead you, let me tell you about my Wattpad experience.

STARTING SMALL IS STILL A START

Just four years ago, I was an Army wife sitting at Ft. Hood, Texas, going to community college (barely, I just wanted to feel like I was moving toward becoming an adult), and I had no idea what I wanted to do for a living. Writing for a living was a dream of mine, but it seemed so unrealistic. I didn’t know anyone who had a book published, and I didn’t even have a college degree. I used to think that mattered when it came to being a writer. Now I know that all it takes to be a writer, is to write. That’s it. Don’t let anyone tell you differently.

In January 2013, I created my Wattpad profile, @imaginator1D, for the sole purpose of reading fanfiction, specifically One Direction fanfiction. I consumed hundreds of thousands of words before I felt the itch to write. I felt like I had read every story that I wanted to read on Wattpad, and I thought I should write a chapter myself.

What did I have to lose? I had zero followers, no Twitter account, and only a One Direction fan account on Instagram. It didn’t matter what anyone would think, because no one would read it. Or so I thought.

So I wrote a chapter, right at that moment. Just like that. I didn’t have a title yet, a cover, any idea where the story would lead me, or if I would ever even finish it. But something happened when I posted that first 800-word chapter. I felt such a rush. Ideas and thoughts about my characters and the world I was building popped into my head, consuming every inch of my brain. Until I wrote the next chapter, and the next. I couldn’t stop.

I was completely addicted to the rush and the relief I felt while writing. No one was reading my words, but I didn’t care. I almost didn’t want anyone to because I thought for sure they weren’t great. I even remember seeing one read, then two, then three on the counter on my story, and realizing they were all from me refreshing my page.

BLAST OFF

I wish I could tell you what the heck happened between then and when people started finding my story, but to this day I have no idea what the universe did. All I know is that I slowly started getting readers. By the time I had twenty or so chapters up, my Wattpad notifications were blowing up. I was getting incredible feedback and encouragement to update. I realized there was this little group of people who were just as addicted to reading my story as I was to writing it.

That little group exploded into a million reads by July 2013, and my life had already changed. I posted a chapter a day, until chapter one hundred and one wouldn’t post. I panicked and wrote a ticket to Wattpad’s tech support. They told me each book could have only one hundred chapters.

So I started my second book. The comments kept growing, my read count was skyrocketing, and I just kept writing, writing, writing. I couldn’t do anything else. I was too happy and too curious to see what was going to unravel in my book, just like my readers were.

“FELT LIKE A DREAM”

As my stories, now called After and After 2, grew and grew, Wattpad itself contacted me. I still remember where I was sitting when I read that e-mail. I told my husband that I thought it was someone messing with me, but I decided to write back anyway. They said they wanted to talk to me about what we could do together.

I thought they were crazy. I was an inexperienced One Direction fan writing a love story about a brooding, tattooed version of Harry Styles falling in love with a know-it-all innocent girl. Yes, my story was online, but that didn’t mean anyone would actually want to publish it. Or so I thought.

My life became a whirlwind. Wattpad helped me sell my film rights to a major Hollywood studio. Then I went to New York City, accompanied by Wattpad, visiting major publishing houses, listening to editors tell me why I should choose them to publish my novel. It was insane and surreal and felt like a dream.

I decided to publish the After series with an editor who was perfect for me at Simon & Schuster. Fast-forward a year, and I’m traveling all over the world, signing my best-selling novels. Since then, my husband was able to get out of the Army, I’ve sold millions and millions of copies, and I’ve written paid stories for major companies like AT&T and Paramount Pictures.

It’s all because I posted that first chapter on Wattpad.

YES, THIS CAN BE YOU, TOO

I get asked the same question over and over. “How do you become successful on Wattpad?” I can’t tell you how everything that has happened, happened. However, I can tell you what I’ve done and what I have learned along the way.

In the beginning of this journey, I knew close to nothing except that I wanted to tell this story. I didn’t know where to put all the commas, or how many words made up a book, which is why my series on Wattpad has more than one million words.

Wattpad is a magical place that creates a straight-up democracy of reading and writing. If I would have sent a manuscript to an editor in a publishing house, there’s no way they would have read it. Wattpad breaks down those walls. A college degree, years of querying, having an agent aren’t requirements for finding success on this platform. I’ve witnessed how Wattpad changed the publishing industry, story by story.

TIPS

When I joined Wattpad, I had no idea what I was doing, but I learned a few things along the way. These tips will be explored in more detail throughout this book, too.


	PUT THE STORY FIRST—If you are using Wattpad to write, do it with purpose. You have a story to tell and you want to tell it. Readers want to read something they can relate to, and they want to know that you love the story just as much as they do.

	UPDATE FREQUENTLY—Readers want you to update. There are millions of stories out there. Readers have a choice of what they can read. If you are not updating frequently, they will move on to other stories.

	INTERACTION IS KEY—Readers want nothing more than to know you are listening. Wattpad allows interaction through your stories. Respect the time that your readers are giving you by commenting back. Talk with them, learn from them, listen to them.

	TAG PROPERLY—Readers go to Wattpad to search for something. How do they find things? Tags. Make sure that you are using the ones that describe your story (ex. romance, thriller, etc.). Don’t lie to them and tag your story for something it isn’t. Tag it so readers can find your story—the story they want to read.

	DON’T WORRY ABOUT FOLLOWERS—I can understand that you want followers. I can understand that you want to know you have a reader base. But I will be honest with you: it’s the last thing you should worry about. Followers will come.

	IGNORE NEGATIVITY—I have been called every name in the book. At the beginning I let it get to me. I didn’t understand what was happening. But what I quickly learned is that no one can take my achievements from me.



STAY TRUE TO YOURSELF

I can’t reinforce this point enough. What is most important to writing on Wattpad is to write a story that you believe in.

Don’t worry about what is popular.

Don’t worry about what you think people will read.

Don’t worry about what people will say.

My success on Wattpad is something I’m so thankful for. It’s something I don’t take for granted. But my success is a result of the community we have all created on Wattpad. Wattpad has changed my life.

Never lose sight of that community. Embrace it.

Good luck!

About Anna Todd

Anna Todd’s After series has more than 1.5 billion reads on Wattpad. She is a New York Times best-selling author of After, After We Collided, and After We Fell. Her latest book is The Spring Girls: A Modern-Day Retelling of Little Women.


PART 1
Getting Started


CHAPTER 1
Why Wattpad Works

by Benjamin Sobieck, Editor

___________

On Wattpad: @BenSobieck

Wattpad works because it makes it easy for readers to fall in love with your words.

I should not be writing this. When I joined Wattpad in 2015, I was skeptical. No, wait; that’s not doing it justice. It was more than that. Try “suspicious.” Post my stories for free? Why? What kind of scam is this?

I’d written what was some of my best work, or so I assumed, and put it up for sale using the usual self-publishing methods. Few readers cared. Even fewer picked up copies. Self-publishing, this panacea for jaded writers turned off by the typical grind, didn’t work. The small presses I signed with weren’t much better. The big, traditional publishers weren’t answering the door. To be blunt, I was stuck, feeling hopeless and more than a little frustrated with myself, my writing, and the publishing game.

So I had every right to be cynical back in 2015. Soon after my meltdown, I read an article about a writing conference featuring a website out of Toronto called “Wattpad.” The article detailed how writers post their works for free on Wattpad and then benefit from the readerships they build. Not “free*,” not “free,” and not even “free for a limited time.” Just free. Free-free. As in, forever free, until the sun turns into a red giant and swallows the Earth or I delete the story from Wattpad, whichever comes first.

Were I not so thoroughly finished with the “normal” rules of the writing game, I would’ve given in to my skepticism. But at that point in time, listening to the digital crickets chirp—or maybe laugh—at the frozen response to my fiction, I had absolutely nothing to lose. I shelved my skepticism for the time being, posted a couple of works, and sat back to listen to the echo of my writer buds: “This is against the rules. You’re not supposed to post your work for free.” There were, of course, exceptions but none reserved for this “What-pad.”

Like most rules about writing, this one was to be tossed into a meat grinder and scraped into a dog bowl. Posting those stories to Wattpad turned out to be the best decision I ever made. The reason is the same one that explains why Wattpad works. It’s a simple reason, really, and brilliant. But like so many brilliant things, the apparent simplicity disguises the genius beneath. Wattpad works because it makes it easy for readers to fall in love with your words.

If you take nothing else away from this book—although I hope you take a lot more—let it be those sixteen words. Highlight them; memorize them; cut that sentence out of this book, and staple it to your forehead, whatever it takes. Because that same sense of panic and self-doubt that pushes your writing forward with questions like “How can I get better?” and “Am I good enough?” will also interrogate this decision to give your life’s work away on this “Wattpad thing.” And make no mistake: All writing is your life’s work. The response is that same statement: Wattpad works because it makes it easy for readers to fall in love with your words.

It took me a solid year on Wattpad to learn that. I wasn’t even floundering during that time. My reads on the site were going up, up, up. I understood that much, but I didn’t grasp the meaning behind the metrics. What does one hundred thousand reads on a story mean to my larger writing career? Are four hundred thousand reads four times better than that? So many questions. The light bulb popped when that sixteen-word statement hit me. I wrote it down at the time, not even knowing it would end up in a book. To pull from Hemingway, it is the truest statement I can make about Wattpad, and that’s why it’s here.

How else can one explain the site’s popularity? As of this writing, sixty-five million people visit Wattpad every month. That’d place it at number twenty-three on the list of the world’s most populous countries. Wattpad didn’t start out with sixty-five million users, though. The key is, again, in how Wattpad makes it easy for readers to fall in love with your words. The stories, from novels to short works to nonfiction to epic tomes, are available to read for free. It couldn’t be easier to dive in. Go to Wattpad.com, or download the Wattpad app. Create a free account. Start reading. Were it any simpler, it would cease to exist in this particular corner of space-time. And speaking of laws of physics, here’s one about the way people behave: They’re like water. They’ll pick low barriers over high barriers every time. With that in mind, sixty-five million seems low, not high.

Still, that’s only part of the reason why Wattpad works. Were free content alone enough to build an online audience of readers in the tens of millions, I wouldn’t be writing this. I’d be busy copy/pasting public-domain phone books to my proprietary e-reading app. Readers need writers and vice versa, so Wattpad made the experience of writing as easy as the experience of reading. If someone can type out a text on a smartphone, write a sentence on a word processing program, or compose a blog post, then writing on and publishing to Wattpad is easily within reach. Log in. Click “Create.” Observe a blank screen. Type words. Hit “Publish.” Done.

Of course, there’s a little bit more to the process than that, as will be covered in other parts of this book, but that’s the gist of it. A time-traveling Neanderthal could write several cave walls’ worth of prehistory on Wattpad and not blink (if that isn’t already a story on Wattpad, it needs to be). Compare this to how I and many other writers are accustomed to publishing full-length fiction in the digital era. It takes time, technical understanding, and tools to get what is traditionally thought of as an e-book live. That creates a barrier for someone lacking one or more of those necessities or the finances to make up for any deficiencies.

This isn’t a theme common to the writerly zeitgeist. The advent of e-books, specifically in the area of self-publishing, was supposed to usher in a great era of democratic writing and remove many of the gatekeepers preventing a writer from publishing her work. This is true in many cases, but there is room for improvement. Trading a vertical gatekeeper (traditional agents, publishers, distributors, retailers, etc.) for several horizontal ones isn’t quite what a truly democratic model would look like, at least in my mind. E-book formatting, cover creation, editing, marketing, and sales management don’t fall out of the sky.

Wattpad, with its ground-up simplicity, is a step in the right direction. In addition to boiling down the act of writing to its most basic granules, it’s given cover creation, editing, and marketing the same treatment. Got a simple cover? Upload it. Done. Not sure if the edits are professionally polished? Readers still appreciate raw writing. Is marketing an issue for you? Social media is baked into the platform, and readers are eager to share.

That brings to mind the third reason Wattpad works. Were reading and writing enough on their own, Wattpad would’ve been a product of the first century, not the twenty-first. Social media, and the sharing and community it builds, is also why Wattpad works. This is where it gets interesting. Ninety percent of Wattpad’s online audience falls into the Gen Z or millennial demographic. What’s a safe assumption about those demos? They’re eager to share with one another on social media.

Wattpad is itself a social media network. Readers and writers can talk about chapters, specific passages, entire works, and their day-to-day lives with ease. It’s like readers are all writing notes in the margins of the same print book while the author looks over everyone’s shoulders. Everyone can talk to everyone else in real time. Such discussions expand the boundaries of a story’s real estate in readers’ heads.

This social experience is far from endemic to Wattpad. Since Wattpad doesn’t ignore the rest of the digital world, other social networks are plugged into the site for quick and easy sharing, with Wattpad at the core of the web. There’s plenty more to be said on that topic, and it’s covered elsewhere in this book. This level of social engagement allows us to see the acts of writing and reading in a new light. No longer are these solitary ventures. Everyone in the world (or at least sixty-five million people) is on the same page, so to speak.

Combine low barriers to entry for reading and writing with social media, and the result is something greater than the sum of its parts. That difference dangling in the equation could be called the X factor, the ghost in the machine, the special sauce. Some sites have it; some don’t. I could give this mysterious component another name, but it’s impossible to truly define it. Why do readers and writers keep coming back to Wattpad? The secret to the site’s success is best expressed by those same sixteen words: Wattpad works because it makes it easy for readers to fall in love with your words.

Wattpad’s interior may be wallpapered with that phrase, but what about the digital environment outside of its ecosystem? Note the most popular digital properties and how they keep their users engaged. I won’t list them here, but I’m sure their names come quickly to mind. Whatever it is that they do, they work because they make it easy for their users to [fill in the blank]. This is the epoch of digital convenience. If it isn’t quick and easy, it won’t exist for long because either a competitor will come up with a better way of doing things or users will lose interest. There are simply too many alternatives.

I only belabor this point about ease and simplicity because it runs counter to the self-loathing and masochism of writers in general. If it isn’t hard, if the writer isn’t suffering, it must not be correct or worth doing, right? Though sometimes this is true, often it’s all in writers’ heads, along with everything else. But something must be doubly wrong if that simple, easy thing involves giving away content for free, right?

Recalling my skepticism from earlier on, the answer to that question was a resounding “Absolutely yes, something is wrong!” However, that was before that sixteen-word phrase became abundantly clear to me. There is, in fact, nothing wrong with giving content away for free. It’s been done before, and it’s being done right now, albeit in a different way. Wattpad doesn’t work without free content.

Let’s not confuse “free” with what it isn’t, though. “Free” reflects price, not value. The difference is that “price” is what a person pays and “value” is what a person gets, as Warren Buffett might say. That’s something that the Wattpad experience understands better than any other player in this social-reading experiment, and it’s another reason why Wattpad works.

Simply put, there is value in a reader paying attention to a story or a writer. It might not be measurable in strict monetary terms, but there is definitely a transaction occurring. A writer puts out work and receives two or two hundred or two million people’s attention in return. A reader devotes two minutes or twenty minutes or two hours of attention in exchange for entertainment. That this is wrapped up in a medium like Wattpad is innovative, but it’s nothing new. Broadcast media built an entire industry on this model, and radio and TV are still “free” to this day. Whether through ads, branded content, or up sells, the value is monetized, but it’s not for the sake of price.

What does this mean to writers on Wattpad? How can that value be exchanged for something that helps a career? That’s what this guide intends to dissect. By the time you’re finished with it, you’ll be in a much better spot to understand this burgeoning publishing model and how it complements, not competes with, the rest of the publishing and entertainment industry. The short version is, once again, those sixteen words: Wattpad works because it makes it easy for readers to fall in love with your words.

That brings me back to my own experiences on Wattpad. Why Wattpad works is also why my work works on Wattpad (try saying that three times fast). What was missing was a corps of readers who would follow me and my writing with passion. Without that, I was wordsmithing into the wind. This speaks to the standard advice many writers hear in guides, online, and at conferences: Writers “need a platform” and they should “go build one” before doing anything else, as if readers were nails in a house. Go get your hammer, dear writer, and pound.

Maybe I’m just dense, but I missed the part that’s supposed to come after that, where the creation of a platform is detailed in “do X and get Y” terms. Sure, there aren’t any guarantees in the writing game, but nebulous assumptions about what social media, blogs, and e-newsletters can do to build a platform only go so far. That’s frequently because writers cannot know exactly who is following or subscribing to a social media account, a blog, or an e-newsletter. “Where are all the readers?” is a common and exasperated question I’ve heard from many frustrated writers.

I’m not saying that social media, blogs, and e-newsletters can’t build a platform. I’m saying there is more value in pursuing that goal somewhere that’s full of readers in the first place. Nine out of ten of Wattpad’s sixty-five million users are strict readers, and on average they read thirty minutes per session, according to Wattpad’s statistics. The value of a single follow on Wattpad is therefore greater than one from another social media network. And why is that? Again, it’s because of those sixteen words: Wattpad works because it makes it easy for readers to fall in love with your words.

With time, focus, and a little luck, my platform of readers grew faster than at any other point in my writing career. That led to branded content opportunities, publishing deals, speaking engagements, and more. Heck, what you’re reading right now is only possible because of the platform I built on Wattpad. In other words, with a dedicated following, there isn’t much a writer can’t do.

If all of this isn’t enough to convince you that Wattpad works, the remedy is to start posting to the site/app and see what happens. Use the tips and tricks in this guide to help you. What you’ll find is that those sixteen words really are that one true sentence: Wattpad works because it makes it easy for readers to fall in love with your words. Feeling amorous?

About Benjamin Sobieck

Benjamin Sobieck is a Wattpad Star and 2016 Watty Award winner. He’s best known on Wattpad for Glass Eye: Confessions of a Fake Psychic Detective, the Watty Award–winning sequel Black Eye, and When the Black-Eyed Children Knock & Other Stories. Four of his titles have appeared on Wattpad Top 100 Hot Lists, all at the same time.


CHAPTER 2
How Wattpad Works

By Kevin Fanning

___________

On Wattpad: @kfxinfinity

Wattpad bridges the gap between the solitude of writing and the need to be everywhere at once online.

WRITING ISN’T JUST FOR LONERS ANYMORE

The best and worst thing about writing is that it’s a predominantly solitary pursuit. The best parts are those times when you’re alone with your ideas and everything clicks: A scene emerges from a blank page, and the world shuts off around you as you chase ideas from one chapter to the next. Sometimes we wonder if we’d be happier at home on the couch, watching Netflix, rather than stressing about a line of dialogue in a crowded coffee shop while your neighbor slurps his latte directly into your ear. But at the end of the day, there’s nothing else we’d rather be doing. This is what you’re meant to be doing. This is what you love.

The worst thing, on the other hand, is that writing isn’t wholly a solitary pursuit. You won’t get your book into the hands of potential readers by sitting alone in the coffee shop forever. You have to switch from writer mode to marketing-and-networking mode as you attempt to navigate the world of publishing.

This is where writing often feels the loneliest—the days you spend wandering the literary landscape in pursuit of a home for your writing. The long, sluggish slogs through agent queries or Writer’s Market. Checking and rechecking the submission guidelines at the literary mag where you sent your piece weeks ago, thinking surely you should have heard back by now, but they’ve been publishing pieces that are nowhere near as good as yours. The #PitMad sessions that seem to spring up around you on Twitter like lawn sprinklers you didn’t even know you were standing on. (Wait, are you on Twitter? Should you be? What is #PitMad? HELP!)

Perhaps even worse, once your writing does manage to make it out there into the world, no one seems to be reading it. After all those hours toiling on your manuscript, now you spend hours staring at Facebook and Twitter (ugh, there it is again) and maybe even Snapchat, thinking: How do I get people to notice me and read my work?

For some reason, having written the thing is not enough. Now you have to be as social media savvy as any teen. You have to be entertaining and charming online 24/7, in the hopes that someone will eventually click a link to read what you’ve written. Basically, your life is one big HOW: How do you do all the things it means to be a writer today, after the actual writing is done? And why does everyone else seem to be better at it than you?

YOU NEED TO GET OUT MORE

Establishing yourself as a writer, finding success as a writer, is about connecting with others and participating in a community of people who want to read and engage with your work. That’s why most of us do it. We spend those hours alone with our writing, hoping that it might someday help us connect with other people.

But at the same time, the world of publishing is changing. The Internet! It’s a thing. Literary journals are less important. There are stories of tumblrs, Twitter accounts, and YouTube videos being turned into books or TV shows. It used to seem fairly straight forward—you write a book, get an agent, get published, and boom—you’re a writer. Maybe there’s an intermediate stage of pitching to magazines and lit journals. If at times it seems as likely as winning the lottery, at least there’s a logic, a process to it.

Now these writers are coming out of nowhere—kids, people in their twenties, people with mega book deals—with stories that started out as Harry Potter fanfiction. Successful writers are just as likely (if not more likely) to have cut their teeth on online forums you’ve never heard of as they are to have honed their talents at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. There are so many ways to be a writer and so many paths to publication and success that it somehow feels more challenging than ever to know what to do.

You can’t just be a writer anymore, sitting alone in your kitchen, writing your book, waiting for agents and publishing houses to come calling. You need a social media presence and a blog, and you need to share different types of content across Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. It can be overwhelming, to say the least.

WHERE WATTPAD COMES IN

You understand, there’s only one J.K. Rowling, but is there no happy medium between J.K. Rowling and utter invisibility? You simply want readers, people who will read your writing, engage with it, and make this artistic journey you’re on feel slightly less lonely. That’s really what Wattpad does: It connects you with readers. It delivers your writing to an audience of engaged book lovers. The site takes the long, solitary journey of writing, editing, querying, publishing, and marketing and condenses it into a few simple button clicks. It’s not a long, lonely journey after all. Your readers are already there, waiting for you.

Wattpad connects people who want their stories to be read with people who want to read stories. That’s it. Open the app, and you can browse books by genre—everything from fantasy to horror to romance to paranormal to historical fiction and more. Scroll through the lists, and see what jumps out at you. Notice the covers that catch your eye; that’ll be important later. Browse stories with thousands, or millions, of reads. This is a thing that can happen? The heart fills with hope. Open a book, and you’ll see that the app is designed with the reader in mind. The stories are comfortable to navigate; the text is easy to read. Very quickly, reading on your phone feels completely natural and intuitive.

Posting your own story to Wattpad is almost as easy. If you’ve ever tried to publish a book in the Amazon Kindle store and are still experiencing PTSD as a result, relax: This is the opposite of that. All the technical stuff has been extracted and handled for you. All you do is sign up, fill out some profile information, enter your chapter title, write (or cut and paste) your chapter, and press “Publish.” In minutes your story is ready to be discovered by the platform’s sixty-five million users (as of this writing), who are hungry for stories just like yours.

But what truly distinguishes Wattpad from more traditional forms of publishing, whether it’s compared to books, e-books, or literary journals, is the way Wattpad enables readers to engage with your work and you as an author. Readers can comment on your story and let you know what they’re thinking, what emotions they’re experiencing, as they journey through your story. They can post questions, compliments, and encouragement on your profile, and they can share your story with their followers, both on Wattpad and on other social media platforms.

This may initially scare some writers. (Readers tell me their opinions of my work? And I should want to read them?) We’ve been taught, after all our travels across the Internet, to NEVER. READ. THE COMMENTS. But the community on Wattpad is different from the rest of the Internet, and the people at Wattpad work diligently to keep things safe, polite, and thoughtful. These are readers and book lovers, after all: They’re your people. The first time you get comments from engaged readers encouraging you to write faster and post the next chapter because they can’t wait to find out what happens, it’s like an incredible release of endorphins in your brain. You’re hooked.

And that’s you, building your fanbase. Wattpad connects you directly with readers and recommends your story to people who are likely to enjoy it. Your writing, the stuff you’ve been working on so hard, all alone, all those hours, finds an audience, and you start connecting with them. Your engagement gets them more excited about your work, and those readers have the tools, through Wattpad, to be advocates for you, telling their friends and social networks about your writing. Your readers become your fans, and fans are your biggest evangelists.

NERVOUS? DON’T BE.

Some writers may be hesitant to publish a book online, outside of the traditional publishing process. Does doing so mean that you’re not a real writer or that you’ve given up on traditional publishing? Will it hurt your chances should you wish to pursue traditional publishing later? Not even remotely.

More and more publishers are looking for writers who not only have books but audiences. Publishers like a sure thing. They want writers who’ve already demonstrated that they can engage readers. More and more, the writers with passionate supporters have a better shot at


About Kevin Fanning


OEBPS/images/M-F1.gif





OEBPS/images/Title.jpg





OEBPS/images/M-F4.gif





OEBPS/images/M-F5.gif





OEBPS/images/logo.gif
WRITER’S
DIGEST






OEBPS/images/Cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/logo1.gif





