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Wildlife can be quite hard to see  

sometimes, unless you know when  

and where to look. 

There are plants and animals that live in difficult-to-get-at 

places, such as cliffs and mountains or caves and  

burrows below the ground. Some come out only at night when 

we’re all asleep. Others simply disappear for part of the year, 

when they move to places where the weather and supply of food 

is better, or vanish in front of our eyes by blending in with their 

background. There are a few that, during the course of their lives, 

change from one form to another, like the elver that becomes an 

eel. Others died long ago and, over the course of millions of years, 

simply turned to stone and became fossils. At one time,  

people thought all this was magic!
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Plants and animals on cliffs and mountains are really hard to find, unless 

you are a very good rock climber. You might glimpse a bird in flight, but 

some fly so fast that you’ll only see them for a few moments.

LIFE IN THE SKY

Birds fly across the world, soaring high above the seas and the continents. They fly 

long distances to be in the best places to feed, nest and bring up their young. 

A

b

o

v

e

6








CLIFFSIDE LIFE

Cliffs are safe places for birds to nest as land predators cannot reach them; 

and on high ground are plants and animals that are so adapted to cliffside 

life that they even invade man-made ‘cliffs’ in cities. 

MOUNTAIN LIFE

Higher up on mountain slopes, plants and animals must endure harsh 

conditions, but up there in the thin air, where breathing is difficult, are some 

very special mountaineers.

Bar-headed geese have a slightly larger wing area than other geese, so they can fly in thin air, 

such as when travelling in V-formation over Mount Everest. It’s the world’s highest bird migration.
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