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Foreword
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Welcome to this study book on the three general epistles of 1, 2, and 3 John. As you embark on this journey through these profound letters, you are invited to explore the timeless wisdom and truth they offer.

The epistles of John hold a unique place in the New Testament, offering rich insights into the nature of fellowship with God, the importance of love and obedience, and the challenges believers face in navigating the complexities of the Christian life. Despite being relatively short in length, these letters are packed with profound theological truths and practical wisdom that continue to resonate with readers today.

In this study book, you will have the opportunity to explore each of these epistles in depth, gaining a deeper understanding of their historical context, theological themes, and practical applications for our lives today. Through thoughtful reflection, engaging questions, and insightful commentary, you will be equipped to grasp the significance of these letters for your own spiritual journey.

Whether you are studying these epistles individually, with a small group, or as part of a larger community, this study book is designed to facilitate meaningful exploration and reflection on the timeless truths found within the pages of 1, 2, and 3 John. May this journey deepen your understanding of God's love, strengthen your commitment to obedience, and inspire you to walk in the light as children of God.

As you engage with the material presented in this study book, may you be encouraged, challenged, and transformed by the profound wisdom and truth in the pages of these three general epistles.
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Introduction to this Study
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This study comprises questions based on the various verses of Scripture taken from the Books of 1,2 & 3 John, respectively. 

Parts 1, 4 & 7 of this study explore the background information of the book, for example, who wrote it, when, to whom, why and other aspects of the book. 

Part 2, 5 highlights verses from the book that draw particular attention to specific principles within the Books. 

Part 3, 6 is the verse-by-verse study that requires the reader to complete the questions and tasks at the end of each chapter. If this is done in a cell group environment, these answers should be discussed within the group. 

After all the chapters have been studied, there are true, false, and multi-choice questions to test your knowledge of this book. 

Suppose you are using the ebook version of this study. In that case, it is advisable to have a notebook handy to record the answers to the questions. Additional space may also be required to work through the test your knowledge questions.

Answering the questions is not a race. Careful thought should go into writing down the answers, specifically the life application of these questions and their answers. 

Engaging in a Bible Study suggests that the reader recognises their need to understand Scripture and the depth of wisdom that follows knowing and understanding God and His ways. This is a spiritual journey, and it takes time as you investigate the verses, their meaning as the writer intended them to be, and their life application. Ensure prayer precedes each step of the way, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide you and opening your heart and mind to the knowledge of God.

This study matters as it might apply to your life’s reality. In other words, this study considers the Book’s Theology and other principles derived from the book within a framework that makes it easier to apply principles to our daily lives. This study is not a commentary, and although specific information about each book is provided, this study does not engage in textual criticism.
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PART 1: 1 John Book Information
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Book Title & Writer
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Much like the book of Hebrews, this epistle does not explicitly name its author. However, from early on, the church has believed that the Apostle John penned it. Several ancient writers have referred to this book as a work of John. Although modern critics have questioned this traditional view, they have not managed to disprove it entirely.
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Location
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Since John ministered in and around Ephesus later in his life, it seems probable that he wrote this epistle from Ephesus.
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Date of Writing
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Dating this New Testament book is particularly challenging. One potential clue is found in 2:19. If John referred to false teachers departing from among the apostles, a date in the 60s AD seems plausible. This would place the writing around AD 60-65, before the Jewish revolts of AD 66-70, which scattered the Jews from Judea. In this scenario, John may have written from Jerusalem.

However, many conservative scholars believe that John wrote this epistle much later, between AD 85 and 97, contemporaneously with the Gospel of John (circa AD 85-95) and the Book of Revelation (circa AD 95-96). I favour a date in the 90s, following the writing of John's Gospel, as 1 John appears to assume familiarity with it. The Epistle consistently references the Gospel, and understanding it without the Gospel as context is difficult.

Given the nature and conclusion of the Book of Revelation, which seems to be God's final revelatory word to humanity, John likely composed his epistles before writing Revelation. Therefore, a date for 1 John in the early 90s, around AD 90-95, seems most probable.
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Audience
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There is no clear reference to the original recipients of this epistle or their location other than identifying them as Christians (2:12-14, 21; 5:13). They might have been church leaders (2:20, 27). Early church tradition holds that John ministered in Ephesus, the capital of the Roman province of Asia, for many years after leaving Judea. Revelation chapters 2 and 3 reveal that John was well-acquainted with the churches and Christians in that Roman province. Therefore, it is plausible that his readers resided there. This letter was likely intended for circulation among multiple congregations, unlike his second and third epistles, which name the writer and recipient and include personal greetings.

The false teachers and teachings John mentions in this letter suggest he was addressing issues prevalent in Asia at the time, such as Judaism, Gnosticism, Docetism, and the teachings of Cerinthus, a notable Gnostic. Although these philosophies extended beyond Asia, they were certainly present during John's lifetime. Explanations of these teachings will be provided in the exposition.

The heresy addressed in 1 and 2 John does not correspond precisely to any known heretical movement of that era but shows similarities with several. The writer of 1 John was addressing a community composed of multiple house churches in and around Ephesus, which was divided into three main groups: (a) Johannine Christians committed to the apostolic gospel of Jesus as they had received it, (b) heretically inclined members from a Jewish background, and (c) heterodox followers from a Hellenistic (and/or pagan) background. The theological and ethical issues primarily concerned the two 'heretical' groups (b and c), with additional complications possibly related to eschatology (future things) and pneumatology (the Holy Spirit) (see 2:18 and 4:1).

Additionally, the Johannine community's life included a fourth group: the secessionists. While members of the first three groups were part of John's circle, the anti-Christian secessionists had begun to separate from it. These individuals were heretically inclined adherents of the Johannine community. Some might have been genuine but uninformed believers, while others perhaps never truly belonged to John's church or God (see 1 John 2:18-19; cf. 2:22-23).
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Special Features
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The Epistle is not primarily a polemic but a letter intended for the readers' edification of the truth and life in Christ. Nevertheless, the errors of the Gnostics are constantly on John's mind.

John's style is contemplative rather than argumentative. He presents truths intuitively rather than through reasoned conclusions, leaning towards mysticism over logic. He finds confirmation of truth in one's personal experience rather than in logical arguments.

John's writing is likened to a surgeon's knife, precise and incisive, rather than a philosopher's quill. Like his eagle symbol, he prefers a circular flight over linear progression.

In reading 1 John, one should not focus on discerning the flow of argument as in a Pauline letter. Instead, it should be recognised that its structure and rhetorical form aim to persuade and impress, akin to epideictic rhetoric."
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1 John’s Message
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If I were to distil the message of this epistle into one sentence, it would be this: "Fellowship with God is the essence of eternal life." Just as Paul emphasised in Philippians 3:7-14 the centrality of his relationship with God, John wrote this epistle to help believers appreciate and deepen their fellowship with God.

A fitting title for this epistle could be "The Gateway to Fellowship with God." The Gospel of John and 1 John focus on eternal life. John wrote his Gospel so that readers might believe in Jesus Christ and have life in His name (John 20:31). Similarly, in this epistle, John aims to facilitate fellowship with the apostles, with God the Father, and with Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3), allowing believers to experience the fullness of the eternal life they possess (cf. John 10:10). While the subject of the epistle is not explicitly eternal life, it highlights the truth that fellowship with God is indeed the essence of eternal life (cf. John 17:3).

This epistle is rooted in Jesus' Upper Room Discourse (John 14—17), where He explained the future relationship between the apostles and God after the Holy Spirit's indwelling (John 14:16-17). John elaborates on this revelation in his letter.

Similarly, James' epistle is influenced by Jesus' Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5—7), Peter's first epistle by Jesus' Discipleship Discourse (Matt. 10), and the Book of Revelation by the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24—25). In 1 John, John utilises several terms interchangeably: fellowship with God, knowing God, abiding in God, and seeing God. These terms collectively describe the experiences of Christians and the varying degrees of intimacy in our relationship with God.

Our relationships with people vary in intimacy; the same applies to fellowship with God. It's an oversimplification to categorise our relationship with God as solely in or out of fellowship. Just as a child's fellowship with their parents fluctuates between imperfect and non-existent, our fellowship with God typically falls somewhere in between, subject to variation from day to day.

John's intention in writing was to encourage his readers to deepen their intimacy with God. The greater the intimacy, the stronger our fellowship, the deeper our experiential knowledge of God, and the closer our abiding in Him (cf. John 14:21-24). As our intimacy with God deepens, so does our experience of eternal life. While all Christians possess eternal life, not all experience it to the fullest extent intended by God (John 10:10). Similarly, while all living humans have life, not all live abundantly.

This letter uncovers two essential aspects of the life of fellowship: First, it reveals the resources available for this life, which can be categorised into two:

The first resource is objective. God has provided a blueprint for the life of fellowship, Jesus Christ. In Christ, we encounter the embodiment of two qualities that are not only characteristics of God but should also define us as children of God:

The first of these qualities is light. Jesus Christ consistently walked in the brilliance of God's holiness (1:5-6; 2:6). He never concealed himself from God and perfectly adhered to God's will. He was submissive, sinless, pure, and consecrated.

The second of these qualities is love. Jesus also perpetually manifested the love of God (cf. 4:10). In both His attitudes and actions, Jesus epitomised perfect love. His words and deeds served as a revelation of God's love. Jesus consistently prioritised others over Himself, displaying selflessness alongside holiness.

As this epistle outlines, the second resource of the life of fellowship is subjective. God not only provides a blueprint for fellowship but also empowers it. Jesus Christ serves as an external example and an internal force within us, actively working in our lives. With eternal life comes Jesus Himself (5:11-12), and with Him come two vital components:

Firstly, we receive light. We gain insight into previously unseen spiritual realities (2:20), discern how to walk according to God's will (2:27), and become more attuned to recognising sin.

Secondly, we receive love. We become aware of the needs of others who are lost in darkness and feel compelled to reach out to them in service, leading them into the light (4:7). As we partake in God's life, we begin to love with His love. While we can stifle this love, everyone with eternal life also has the capacity for love.

This letter reveals two aspects of the life of fellowship: firstly, the resources of this life, which consist of an external pattern and internal power, both derived from Jesus Christ.

Secondly, it unveils the outcomes of a life characterised by intimate fellowship with God. These outcomes can be divided into two categories:

Firstly, there is value for the Christian. By walking in fellowship with God, believers can experience life as God intended, fulfilling their potential as human beings. Intimacy with God contributes to the refinement of their personalities.

Secondly, there is value for God. God delights in fellowship with people, as His purpose is creation and redemption. Each person who walks intimately with God becomes a vessel through whom God can manifest Himself and accomplish His purposes. Abiding believers serve as instruments through which God reveals Himself to others. While God does not need to discipline abiding believers, He can work through them to bless others and themselves.

John also exhorts his readers to fulfil their responsibilities within the life of fellowship. Regarding the light, two responsibilities are outlined:

Firstly, believers are called to obey the light (1:7). This entails responding positively to the knowledge of God's will that they acquire. There's a risk of becoming calloused to the truth, especially when engaging extensively with spiritual matters. Believers are urged to nurture their relationship with God daily, continually tending to the gardens of their spiritual lives.

Secondly, believers are encouraged to seek the light (1:9). They are to forsake the darkness of sin and persist in walking in the light. The circle of God's illumination may shift, bringing a new understanding of His will. In such instances, believers are urged to move into that light through obedience (cf. Ps. 119:105).

Regarding love, two responsibilities are emphasised:

Firstly, believers are urged to yield to its impulse. Failure to express love when prompted by God can diminish our capacity to love and dampen our passion for the lost. Believers are encouraged to prioritise sacrificial love over self-interest, allowing their love to deepen and intensify through acts of service. It's crucial not to quench the Spirit when prompted to reach out to others with love.

Secondly, believers are admonished to guard love's purity. They are cautioned against false charity that compromises principles. True love never comes at the expense of truth or justifies sin. Maintaining love's integrity is essential, ensuring it aligns with God's character and standards.

In conclusion, I'd like to propose two applications of the message conveyed in this epistle, one for individuals and one for the church.

Firstly, let's consider an application for individual Christians. We can easily assess whether we live in close fellowship with God by examining the presence of light and love. Is the light of holiness shining brightly, or are we wandering in darkness? Is our love burning fervently, or has it dwindled to mere knowledge acquisition? While learning God's Word is important, it's just one aspect of living intimately with Him. Reflecting on what we want to be remembered for, do we desire recognition for our knowledge or our love? Drawing from the wisdom of 1 Corinthians 13, I aspire to be remembered for my love more than for my knowledge.

Secondly, let's consider an application for us Christians as the church of Jesus Christ. We must align our priorities with God's, with intimacy being His ultimate goal for us. God values a few committed disciples more than many compromising disciples, as exemplified by Jesus' twelve disciples. For God, a pure and devoted church holds greater significance than a large one.

Pastors should not discourage urging their congregations to simply walk in the light and in love to increase their numbers. While broadening the appeal of ministry is important, pastors should not dilute the message to cater to larger crowds. This particularly applies to the church's ministry of equipping the saints. While presenting the gospel, we should strive to make the message as inclusive as possible without compromising its integrity.
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I. Introduction (1 John 1:1-4)

A. Prologue: The Word of Life

B. Purpose of Writing: Fellowship with God

II. Walking in the Light (1 John 1:5 – 2:14)

A. God Is Light (1 John 1:5-10)

B. Knowing God Through Obedience (1 John 2:1-6)

C. The Old and the New Commandments (1 John 2:7-11)

D. Reasons for Writing (1 John 2:12-14)

III. Warning Against the World (1 John 2:15-29)

A. Do Not Love the World (1 John 2:15-17)

B. Antichrists and the Anointing (1 John 2:18-27)

C. Abiding in Christ (1 John 2:28-29)

IV. Children of God: Love and Righteousness (1 John 3:1-24)

A. Children of God: A New Identity (1 John 3:1-3)

B. Sin and Righteousness (1 John 3:4-10)

C. Love in Action (1 John 3:11-24)

V. Testing the Spirits (1 John 4:1-6)

VI. God Is Love (1 John 4:7 – 5:5)

A. Love Comes from God (1 John 4:7-12)

B. God's Love and Ours (1 John 4:13-21)

C. Overcoming the World Through Faith (1 John 5:1-5)

VII. Testimony Concerning the Son of God (1 John 5:6-12)

A. The Witness of Water, Blood, and the Spirit (1 John 5:6-9)

B. Eternal Life Through the Son (1 John 5:10-12)

VIII. Conclusion: Assurance and Prayer (1 John 5:13-21)

A. Assurance of Eternal Life (1 John 5:13-15)

B. Praying According to God's Will (1 John 5:16-17)

C. Final Words and Warnings (1 John 5:18-21)
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The Book of 1 John is a profound exposition on the nature of fellowship with God and the implications of such intimacy for individual believers and the church. Through its pages, John emphasises the dual aspects of fellowship: communion with God and fellow believers.

Throughout the book, John highlights the importance of walking in the light of God's truth and love, urging believers to align their lives with the example and teachings of Jesus Christ. He warns against the dangers of spiritual compromise. He exhorts believers to remain steadfast in their commitment to holiness and love.

At its core, 1 John emphasises the transformative power of intimate fellowship with God. It challenges believers to assess the authenticity of their faith and the depth of their relationship with God by examining their obedience to His commands and the sincerity of their love for Him and others.

Ultimately, the Book of 1 John offers both encouragement and admonition to believers, reminding them of the surpassing value of knowing and walking with God intimately. It calls believers to a life marked by holiness, love, and faithful obedience, inviting them into a deeper, more vibrant relationship with their Creator and Redeemer.
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PART 2: 1 John Verse-By-Verse Study
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1 John Chapter 1:1-10
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The Word of Life
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The opening of this writing lacks the typical formal features of a letter, as seen in 2 John and 3 John. Instead, it reads more like a written sermon or address. John commences his message by elucidating his purpose to his audience, stating that he wrote so they might partake in the fellowship with God, a privilege previously limited to those who had physically seen Him. He highlights that this fellowship is grounded in the reality of Jesus Christ's incarnation and brings profound joy to those who embrace it.

None of the New Testament writers express the full reality of the incarnation with greater intensity than John. His words resonate with the profound significance of Christ's coming into the flesh, highlighting its transformative impact on the lives of believers. Through his writing, John invites readers to enter into a deeper understanding and experience of fellowship with God, rooted in the profound truth of Jesus Christ's incarnation.

1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 

The term "beginning" (Greek: arche) holds a multifaceted significance in this context. It may allude to the inception of all things (2:13-14; John 1:1), the commencement of creation (3:8; Genesis 1:1), or the moment of Jesus' incarnation (verse 2; compared with John 1:14). Additionally, it could signify the outset of Jesus' earthly ministry (Acts 1:22-24), the initiation of the Christian gospel (Mark 1:1-4), or the inception of the readers' journey as Christians (2:7, 24; 3:11). However, the context suggests that it primarily refers to the onset of Jesus' teaching ministry, given John's subsequent discussion on this subject (compare with verses 1b and 3a).

In his proclamation, John encapsulates a message embodied in a person—the person of Jesus Christ. The phrase "from the beginning," recurrently used in 1 John (2:7, 13, 14, 24; 3:8, 11), chiefly pertains to the doctrine initially proclaimed. Its purpose is to encourage readers to remain steadfast in adhering to this doctrine amidst the emergence of heretical teachers later on.

The source of spiritual life for humanity mirrors the origin of natural life for all living beings, laying the groundwork for Johannine theology. This foundation assumes the interconnectedness of existence, rejecting any dualistic or Docetic views of the world that separate the seen and unseen realms.

John likely refers to the collective experiences of the apostles with Jesus since they first became His disciples. Through verbs such as "have heard," "have seen," "have looked at," and "touched," John portrays a progression toward deeper intimacy with the subject under investigation. True fellowship entails an ongoing journey of drawing closer to God, continually seeking a deeper understanding and connection with Him. This principle also applies to our relationships with fellow human beings.

In employing three fundamental senses—hearing, sight, and touch—John highlights the tangible reality of Jesus Christ, ensuring his readers understand that he speaks from personal experience and appeals to verifiable evidence. By emphasising Jesus' humanity, John counters false teachings that deny this crucial aspect of Christ's nature. He intends to affirm the reality of Christ's incarnation, as corroborated by eyewitness accounts and tangible encounters, echoing the sentiments expressed in Luke 24:39.

Extreme Docetism, represented by Docetic Gnostics, posited that Jesus lacked true humanity and was merely a prolonged divine apparition or theophany. In contrast, moderate Docetism, associated with Cerinthian Gnostics, acknowledged Jesus as the biological son of Joseph and Mary but believed that the divine Christ descended upon him at his baptism.

In Greek, John's perfect verb tenses indicate that specific personal encounters with Jesus Christ had left a lasting impression on him. This choice of tense suggests that John's experiences with Jesus had a continuing and profound impact on him, shaping his understanding and testimony regarding Christ's humanity and divinity. It highlights the tangible reality of Jesus' physical existence, countering the Docetic denial of his true humanity. This emphasis aligns with the biblical narrative, particularly Luke 24:39, which affirms the corporeal nature of Jesus' resurrected body, providing further evidence against Docetic teachings.

John's use of the pronoun "we" in this epistle may serve multiple purposes. It could represent John personally, all Christians collectively, or specifically, John and the other eyewitnesses of Jesus Christ, particularly His chosen apostles. Given John's role as an apostle and his close association with Jesus during His earthly ministry, it is plausible that "we" primarily refers to John and the other apostolic witnesses.

Throughout the epistle, John speaks not only for himself but also on behalf of others, seeking to persuade fellow believers of truths that may not have been universally acknowledged or experienced. This approach aligns with Luke's intent in his Gospel to provide an orderly account of Jesus' life and teachings for the benefit of believers.

"The Word of Life" likely denotes the message concerning Jesus Christ, commonly called the gospel. John's use of this phrase echoes his Gospel, where he describes Jesus as "the Word" (John 1:1, 14) and as "the life" (John 14:6). By employing the term "Word of Life," John emphasises the content of the message about Jesus, who embodies and imparts eternal life to believers. This emphasis on the message highlights its central role in conveying the transformative power of Christ to humanity.

1:2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 

In this context, "Life" serves as a title for Jesus Christ, analogous to how "Word" functions in John's Gospel (John 1:1, 14). While "Word" (Greek: logos) reflects the objective facts and declarations of Jesus recorded by John in his Gospel, "Life" (Greek: zoe) represents the Christian experiences and truths that John expounds upon in his epistles. Whereas grace and truth illuminate the Word in John's Gospel (John 1:14), light and love elucidate the Life in his letters.

The progression of verbs in verse 1—"heard," "seen," "looked at," and "touched"—illustrates a deepening attentiveness to Jesus as the focal point of fellowship. Similarly, the sequence of verbs in verse 2—"revealed," "seen," "testify," and "proclaim"—demonstrates the outcome of contemplating Jesus Christ and partaking in His fellowship, culminating in bearing witness. Initially, one perceives the manifested Christ, progressing to bearing witness after seeing Him. Ultimately, the individual feels compelled by what they have encountered to share the message of life with others. This progression highlights the transformative nature of encountering Jesus Christ and the natural outflow of authentic fellowship with Him.

Verse 2 highlights the profound emphasis on the eternal nature of "the life," which refers to Jesus Christ Himself. This emphasis is evident in the quality attributed to "the life"—eternal—and in its equality with the Father, highlighting the eternal essence shared by both. This concept parallels John's Gospel, where Jesus is described as existing eternally with the Father (John 1:2), emphasising the divine nature of Christ.

The mention of "eternal life" in this verse reflects a dominant theme throughout the epistle. One commentator aptly titled his commentary on 1 John "The Epistle of Eternal Life." In John's writings, "eternal life" is intricately linked with the concept of salvation, signifying life everlasting and the fullness of life found in union with Christ. This term encapsulates the essence of salvation as a present reality and a future hope, affirming the believer's participation in the divine life of Christ both now and for eternity.

1:3, which we have seen and heard, we proclaim to you so that you too may have fellowship with us; indeed, our fellowship is with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. 

The recipients of this epistle, addressed as "you," were undoubtedly genuine believers, as evidenced by John's references to them throughout the text (cf. 2:12-14, 21, 27; 5:13). Unlike the apostles who had known Jesus Christ firsthand, these believers had not experienced His physical presence. John's purpose in writing to them was to facilitate their entry into and continual enjoyment of the intimate fellowship with Christ that the apostolic eyewitnesses had experienced (cf. Acts 10:40-41).

The introductory verse of the epistle sets forth its purpose: "that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ." This verse encapsulates the essence of the epistle, which is to guide believers into a deeper and more intimate relationship with God.

This epistle serves as a guidebook for cultivating a closer relationship with God. Its central theme revolves around fellowship with God—the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. Through practical instruction and spiritual insight, John seeks to lead believers into a richer experience of communion with God, emphasising the transformative power and joy found in intimate fellowship with the divine.

1 John employs various expressions to convey its central ideas, providing a nuanced understanding of fellowship with God. While the phrase "to have fellowship with God" is used sparingly and is only found in 1:3 and 1:6, other common phrases include "to be in God" (2:5; 5:20) or "to abide" (2:6, 24; 3:24; 4:13, 15, 16). Additionally, the unique expression "to have God (or the Son)" (1 John 2:23; 5:12; 2 John 9) conveys the essence of fellowship with God. "Knowing God" is synonymous with fellowship and is described in the perfect tense in 2:3 and 2:13-14.

At its core, 1 John vividly describes the summum bonum, the greatest good of the Christian life. This portrayal encapsulates the ultimate objective and goal of all Christian experiences and endeavours. Indeed, the central message of the Christian gospel and faith revolves around fellowship with God.

Fellowship with God necessitates a foundation of shared information, a common body of knowledge, and mutual acceptance of that knowledge. John's purpose in writing this epistle was to impart this essential information to his readers, thereby deepening their understanding and experience of fellowship with God. Through carefully exposing these concepts, John seeks to guide believers into a richer and more profound communion with the divine.

1 John begins by establishing two fundamental truths that were susceptible to being obscured or denied by the philosophical heresies of the time. Firstly, it emphasises the distinctness of personality and equality of dignity between the Father and the Son. Secondly, it highlights the identity of the eternal Son of God with the historical person Jesus Christ.

It is crucial to avoid interpreting the term "fellowship" superficially, equating it merely with being a Christian. Instead, fellowship with God encompasses a depth of relationship and communion beyond mere identification with the Christian faith. It entails an intimate connection with the divine, characterised by shared knowledge, mutual acceptance, and the communion of life. Thus, 1 John lays the foundation for understanding and experiencing fellowship with God in its fullest sense, revealing the profound truths that underpin this essential aspect of the Christian faith.

In 1 John, false teachers disseminated misleading information about Jesus Christ, prompting the author to confront their deception. The epistle is directed towards a believing community grappling with the aftermath of the departure of individuals who held beliefs and practices incompatible with the author's endorsement.

Central to the message of 1 John is the importance of holding correct beliefs about Jesus Christ. Only when individuals have a right understanding of Christ and are rightly disposed towards Him can they enter into fellowship with God and one another. This alignment with the truth of Christ enables believers to work in harmony with God towards the world's redemption. Thus, the epistle highlights the significance of sound doctrine and its implications for communal unity and collective mission within the Christian community.

1:4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

In this passage, "we" likely serve an editorial function, representing the author and the broader community of believers. "These things" refer to the teachings and exhortations within the epistle. The author emphasises that he and his readers would experience complete joy as they entered and maintained intimate fellowship with God. This joy is depicted as a natural outcome of genuine fellowship with the divine, highlighting the connection between joy and communion with God.

As an apostolic eyewitness of Jesus Christ and His ministry, John addresses two prevalent dangers in the church today. Firstly, he warns against the misconception that Christian fellowship can exist without a common belief in Christ. Secondly, he cautions against the notion that one can have a relationship with God without a corresponding relationship with Jesus Christ. Thus, The epistle guides readers towards a deeper and more authentic fellowship with God, predicated on a personal encounter with the incarnate Christ, as witnessed by the apostles.

The heart of a pastor is never fully content as long as members of their flock have yet to fully embrace the blessings of the gospel. These verses, rather than 5:13, serve as the overarching purpose statement of the epistle. Throughout 1 John, there are five purpose statements (1:3, 4; 2:1, 26; 5:13), as well as ten imperatives (2:15, 24, 27, 28; 3:1, 7, 13; 4:1 [2 times]; 5:21), any of which could potentially articulate John's reason for writing. However, in 1:3 and 4, we find his most comprehensive primary purpose (fellowship) and secondary purpose (joy) for writing.

As is often the case, the introduction of a book provides insight into its central themes. In the opening four verses of this Epistle, we discover the key that unlocks its message.
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Walking in the Light
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As expressed, the apostle's primary concern is that his readers attain fellowship with the apostolic circle and, consequently, with the Father and the Son (1:3). Therefore, it is logical to expound on the nature of this fellowship. In the introductory section of his epistle, John explores the essence of genuine communion with God.

John initiates his elucidation of what it truly means to walk or live in the light of God's fellowship by emphasising the imperative of ongoing obedience to God. This directly confronts the erroneous belief held by some antinomian Gnostics who elevated knowledge above virtue and morality. John's revelation serves to counteract this misconception.

At its core, the essence of authentic religion lies in fellowship with God. Consequently, numerous individuals assert to possess such fellowship, including the heretics who deny the divinity of Jesus Christ and the redemptive power of His blood, which is the sole means of establishing and sustaining our communion with God.

To achieve fellowship with the Father and the Son (v. 3), the readers must grasp the foundational elements that facilitate this connection. They need an understanding of God's inherent nature and their identity as His created beings. Therefore, the author initially delineates the moral essence of God, symbolised by light (v. 5), before refuting three erroneous claims propagated by those who falsely profess knowledge and communion with God.

These fallacious assertions are as follows: firstly, that moral conduct holds no significance in one's relationship with God (v. 6); secondly, that immoral behaviour does not constitute sin for
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