
    
      The Dialectics of Rebellion in Iran
    

    
      Part 1: A Trotskyist Analysis of the 2025–2026 Iranian Uprising
    

    
      The eruption of mass demonstrations across the Iranian plateau beginning on December 28, 2025, signifies a qualitative rupture in the political economy of the Islamic Republic, representing the most profound challenge to the clerical-military caste since the revolutionary upheaval of 1979.
      1
       From the perspective of the Fourth International and the broader Trotskyist movement, these events are not merely a spontaneous outburst of economic grievance but a manifestation of the law of uneven and combined development, wherein the most advanced contradictions of global financial capital collide with the archaic, theocratic structures of a semi-colonial state.
      4
       The current movement serves as a contemporary validation of the Theory of Permanent Revolution, demonstrating that the national bourgeoisie is inherently incapable of resolving the fundamental democratic and social tasks of the nation.
      1
    

    
      The Material Basis of the Crisis: Hyperinflation and the Subsidy Rupture
    

    
      The immediate catalyst for the December 2025 uprising was the catastrophic collapse of the Iranian rial and the subsequent explosion of hyperinflation, which reached an annualized rate of 52.6% in December 2025.
      7
       This economic disintegration is the terminal result of systemic mismanagement, the strangulation of the "snapback" sanctions mechanism, and the fiscal drain of the 2025 Twelve-Day War with Israel.
      1
       By late 2024, over 57% of the population experienced malnourishment—a figure that has worsened as meat became a luxury and medicine prices doubled during 2025.
    

    
      The administration of Masoud Pezeshkian effectively triggered the explosion by announcing the abolition of the 28,500-toman preferential exchange rate—a subsidized system used for importing basic goods.
      7
       While the regime characterized this as an attempt to end "rent-seeking," the immediate effect was a "tarifazo" (shock price hike) that sent the prices of bread and fuel skyrocketing.
      11
    

    
      Economic Indicators of Revolutionary Rupture (December 2025)
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      Assessing the Scale: Information vs. Organization
    

    
      A common point of contention is whether the scale of the protests is "vastly less" than reported by Western media. Trotskyist analysis argues that while the movement has not yet reached the millions-strong street presence of the 1979 revolution, it has achieved a 
      horizontal spread
       that is unprecedented in the history of the Islamic Republic.
      15
    

    
      As of early January 2026, protests have been documented in 222 locations across 78 cities and 27 of Iran’s 31 provinces. Unlike the 2022 "Woman, Life, Freedom" movement, which was concentrated in major urban centers and Kurdish regions, the 2025–2026 uprising is particularly strong in medium-sized towns and more rural areas. The Fourth International views this not as a "minor" event, but as a "poly-crisis" where the regime's reduced capacity to impose control in the periphery has led to more violent, localized confrontations.
    

    
      The Narrative of "Foreign Agitators" and Imperialist Reality
    

    
      The Islamic Republic has consistently accused "external enemies"—primarily the United States and Israel—of interference and inciting violence. Trotskyist theory rejects this "foreign agitator" narrative as a form of 
      psychological warfare
       used to justify the execution of political, civil, and trade union activists by labeling them as "Mossad spies."
    

    
      While the Fourth International acknowledges the "naked aggression" of the Trump administration—including the June 2021 military strikes and the 2026 "Donroe Doctrine" in Venezuela—they maintain that the true "agitator" is the 1.4 million rial exchange rate and the starvation of the Iranian masses. The perspective argues:
    

    
      	
        The Main Enemy is at Home:
         For the Iranian worker, the immediate threat is the theocratic-capitalist regime that enforces malnourishment; for the Western worker, the threat is the imperialist government bombing Iran.
      

      	
        Agency of the Masses:
         Attributing the movement to foreign intelligence denies the Iranian people the right to resist decades of suffering under a "capitalist dictatorship with Islamic coloring."
        3
      

    

    
      The Monarchist Trap and the Legend of Pahlavi
    

    
      The claim that foreign powers wish to restore Reza Pahlavi, the Shah’s son, to the throne is viewed by the Fourth International as a "reactionary trap."
      3
       While Pahlavi is discussed in Western media as a "unifying symbol," he is a deeply divisive figure within Iran.
      11
    

    
      Historical Memory and the Brutality of the Shah
    

    
      Trotskyists align with the popular sentiment that restoration is an impossibility due to the collective memory of the 
      Pahlavi dynasty’s brutality
      . The legacy of the 
      SAVAK
      —the Shah’s secret police—which utilized "scientific" torture, extrajudicial killings, and an "omniscient presence" of informants to atomize Iranian society, remains a primary barrier to any monarchist project. The 1979 revolution was a rejection of this "modernizing dictatorship," and Trotskyists argue the masses will not rise again to reinstate a "broken system" that served as a pillar of US hegemony.
    

    
      Regime Infiltration and Deepfake Narratives
    

    
      Crucially, research suggests the "pro-monarchy" element of current protests is often manufactured. Reports indicate that:
    

    
      	
        IRGC Infiltration:
         Plainclothes IRGC and Basij agents have been sent into crowds to chant pro-Pahlavi slogans. This is a "divide-and-rule" strategy designed to hijack the anti-regime narrative and suggest that the only alternative to the mullahs is a return to the old dictatorship.
      

      	
        Manufactured Media:
         Iranians have exposed "deepfake" videos and recycled footage from 2022 that use voice-overs to falsely claim protesters are chanting for the Shah.
      

      	
        Popular Slogans:
         In reality, the dominant slogans on the street are: 
        "Neither Shah nor Supreme Leader—democracy and equality"
         and 
        "Death to the oppressor, be it the Shah or the Supreme Leader."
      

    

    
      The Struggle for Leadership: Shoras vs. Restoration
    

    
      The critical absence in the 2025 movement is not "support for the Shah," but a unified revolutionary leadership.
      16
       Trotskyist analysis calls for the revival of the 
      Shoras
       (workers' councils) from the 1979 Revolution as the only genuine alternative to both the current theocracy and imperialist-backed restoration. These bodies of self-organization, which once led factory takeovers and oil strikes, were dismantled by Khomeini to consolidate clerical rule.
    

    
      The Fourth International (FI), International Socialist League (ISL), and many other Trotskyist currents, insist that the movement can only advance through the independent mobilization of the working class, rejecting all interference by foreign powers like the US, Israel, or China.
    

    
      Conclusion: A Revolutionary Crossroads
    

    
      The 2025–2026 uprising is not an "economic riot" staged by foreign actors, but a revolt against dictatorship in all its forms. The memory of the 1979 experiment's "derailment" by the Shiite clergy informs the current caution of the masses; they seek to avoid being "cannon fodder" for either the current regime's survival or a new imperialist-backed autocracy. The path forward, from a Fourth International perspective, remains the construction of a revolutionary socialist party and the seizure of power by the organized working class through independent councils.
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      Part 2: British Left Responses to the 2026 Iran Uprising: Geopolitical Risk and Ideological Fragmentation
    

    
      The eruption of nationwide unrest in the Islamic Republic of Iran, commencing in the final days of 2025 and accelerating throughout January 2026, has presented the British political Left with its most profound foreign policy challenge in decades. This uprising, primarily catalyzed by a terminal collapse of the Iranian rial and the subsequent decimation of household purchasing power, has evolved with remarkable speed from localized commercial strikes into a broad-based movement demanding the total dismantling of the theocratic regime. For the British Left—a heterogeneous ecosystem comprising anti-war coalitions, trade unionists, revolutionary socialists, and parliamentary factions—the 2026 events have necessitated a complex recalibration of ideological priorities. The fundamental tension resides in the struggle to reconcile support for a legitimate struggle for
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      The Taxonomy of the British Left: Strategic Alignments and Ideological Fault Lines
    

    
    
      The Anti-War Coalition and the "Colonial Conquest" Narrative
    

    
    
    
      Genuine Internationalism and the Primacy of Agency
    

    
    
      	
        Socialist Worker:
         This platform has defended the right to revolt while condemning "imperialist hijacking." In an interview with "Sahar," an activist from 
        Iranians for Palestine UK
        , the publication highlights that the revolt is a "root-level demand" from a generation with "nothing left to lose".
        12
         Sahar identifies "60 percent inflation," "stagnant wages," and "decades of mismanagement of assets" as the drivers of the uprising, but warns that Western posturing "undermines the sovereignty of Iranians".
        12
      

      	
        The Fourth International (FI):
         Writing for 
        International Viewpoint
        , the FI characterizes the 2026 uprising as a "new phase" that synthesizes the socio-economic demands of the 2018/2019 protests with the aspirations for equality seen in the 2022 movement. They explicitly reject "two despotisms," referring to both the Islamic Republic—which they describe as "on its last legs"—and the "authoritarian and ultraliberal" monarchist solution promoted by Trump and Netanyahu. They argue that liberation can only come through "independent, unified and self-organized struggles" of workers and national minorities.
      

    

    
      The Campist Debate and the "Axis of Resistance"
    

    
    
      	
        George Galloway:
         Using his platform 
        The Mother of All Talk Shows (MOATS)
        , Galloway has framed the uprising as a Washington-orchestrated provocation. In early January 2026, he hosted Prof. Seyed Mohammad Marandi from Tehran to analyze whether Washington is "preparing for confrontation," largely echoing the regime's framing of protests as an attempt to "strike at the axis of resistance".
      

      	
        David Miller:
         Co-hosting 
        Palestine Declassified
         on Iranian state broadcaster Press TV, Miller has described the protests as part of a "Zionist and imperialist propaganda" effort. Miller characterizes internal dissent within the "axis of resistance" as part of an attempt to destroy the "multi-polar world".
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      Labor Solidarity and the Committee for the Defence of the Iranian People’s Rights
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