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Praise be to Allah. We praise Him, seek His help, ask for His forgiveness, and seek refuge in Allah from the evils of ourselves and the misdeeds of our actions. Whomever Allah guides, no one can mislead; and whomever He leaves astray, no one can guide. I bear witness that there is no deity but Allah, alone with no partners, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and messenger. May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him, his family, his companions, and those who follow them with righteousness until the Day of Judgment.

This is a book on maintaining kinship ties and having good friendship with people. It explains the concept of kinship ties, both linguistically and terminologically, as well as the concept of severing kinship ties, both linguistically and terminologically. It also cites evidence from the Quran and the Sunnah demonstrating the obligation to maintain kinship ties and the prohibition of severing them. It outlines the benefits and summaries on maintaining relationship ties and dealing with relatives. It also describes how to make friends and communicate with them effectively.  

You might wonder if it's worth working on getting along with others, especially if it seems challenging. You might think it’s better to focus on other things. But the truth is, having good relationships is really important.

Being skilled at talking and interacting with others helps you in many ways. It’s not just about making friends. It's about making your life smoother and more successful in this life and the hereafter.

Good relationship skills are useful in almost every part of life, including at work. Even if you're in a leadership role, you need to get along with others.

When relationships are strained, or if you don’t have any, it can make other parts of your life more difficult. You might face various challenges as a result.

So, it’s really important to work on improving your people skills. They help you achieve your goals and build better personal relationships.

I ask Allah to make this work blessed and beneficial.
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First: The Concept of Kinship Ties: Linguistically and Legally
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Linguistically: The term "sila" means to connect or join one thing to another. When something is connected, it is said to be "wasalat" or "silah." The opposite is "hijrah," meaning to forsake. "Muwasalat" and "wusal" refer to the act of maintaining connections. Essentially, the root of "sila" involves bringing one thing together with another.

Ibn al-Athir (Allah have mercy on him) explained that maintaining kinship ties, as mentioned in Hadith, involves showing kindness to close relatives, including both blood relatives and in-laws. This means being compassionate and considerate towards them, whether they are distant or even if they have wronged us. Cutting off kinship ties is the opposite of this. Maintaining kinship ties is about truly connecting with them through acts of kindness.

Terminologically:

Maintaining kinship ties means showing kindness to relatives according to the situation of both the person maintaining the ties and the one receiving them. This can include giving money, providing services, visiting, greeting, and more. It can also involve smiling, offering advice, responding to wrongs, forgiving, and other acts of maintaining relationships, depending on one's ability, need, and the circumstances.

Second: The Concept of Severing Kinship Ties Linguistically and Terminologically:

Linguistically:

The term "qata" refers to cutting off or severing. In this context, it means abandoning and not maintaining contact or providing goodness. Ibn al-Athir, may Allah have mercy on him, explains: "Severing kinship ties refers to abandoning and opposing, which means neglecting to do good and show kindness to family and relatives. It is the opposite of maintaining kinship ties."

Terminologically:

Severing kinship ties refers to abandoning a relative, neglecting to maintain connections with them, and failing to show kindness.

Third: Maintaining Kinship Ties is One of the Greatest Duties and Best Acts of Worship, While Severing Kinship Ties is a Major Sin and Serious Affliction

Evidence from the Qur'an and Authentic Hadith:

Allah, the Almighty, commands us to maintain kinship ties. He says: “Worship Allah and associate nothing with Him, and to parents do good, and to relatives, orphans, the needy, the neighbor who is near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the companion at your side, the traveler, and those whom your right hands possess. Indeed, Allah does not like those who are self-deluding and boastful” (Qur’an 4:36).

Allah says: “And give the relative his right, and the poor, and the traveler, but do not spend wastefully” (Qur’an 17:26).

He also says: “Give the relative his right, and the poor, and the traveler. That is best for those who seek the Countenance of Allah. And it is they who will be successful” (Qur’an 30:38).

And Allah says: “They ask you what they should spend. Say, ‘The excess.’ Thus Allah makes clear to you the verses [of revelation] that you might give thought to this world and the Hereafter” (Qur’an 2:219).

And Allah, the Almighty, says: "They ask you what they should spend. Say, ‘Whatever you spend of good is for parents, relatives, orphans, the needy, and the traveler. And whatever you do of good—indeed, Allah is Knowing of it’" (Qur’an 2:215).

And Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says: "And those who are of kin are more entitled to each other in the Book of Allah. Indeed, Allah is Knowing of all things" (Qur’an 33:6).

Imam Ibn Kathir, may Allah have mercy on him, explained that the phrase "in the Book of Allah" means in the judgment of Allah, and that this is not limited to those kinship ties mentioned by scholars of inheritance who do not have a specified share and are not part of the close family. Rather, the verse is general and encompasses all relatives, as noted by Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others.

Allah says: "And those who are of kin are more entitled to each other in the Book of Allah than the believers and the emigrants" (Qur’an 33:6). This means that relatives have a greater right to inheritance than the emigrants and the helpers (Ansar), and this abrogates the earlier practice of inheritance based on alliances and brotherhood as mentioned by Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others.

Allah also says: "And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the wombs [that bore you]. Indeed, Allah is ever, ever Observer over you" (Qur’an 4:1). The meaning is: Fear Allah by obeying Him and avoid severing the ties of kinship; rather, maintain and connect them. This was said by Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others.

Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, said: I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, say: "Whoever is pleased to have his provision expanded and his lifespan extended, let him maintain the ties of kinship".

Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, reported that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said to her: "Indeed, whoever is granted his share of kindness has been given his share of goodness in this world and the Hereafter. Maintaining kinship ties, good character, and good neighborliness enhance the home and increase the lifespan".

Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said: "Learn about your lineage so that you may maintain the ties of kinship with it. Maintaining kinship ties brings love among family, increases wealth, and extends lifespan".

2 - Maintaining kinship ties increases one's lifespan, expands one's provision, and connects with those who maintain them. It is also a means of fostering love among family members.

Anas ibn Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said: "Whoever wants to have his provision expanded and his lifespan extended, let him maintain the ties of kinship"

Jubeir ibn Mut'im, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that he heard Umar ibn al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, say from the pulpit: "Learn your lineages, then maintain your kinship ties. By Allah, if a person knew what was between him and his brother from the bonds of kinship, it would deter him from violating it".

Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them, said: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: "Know your lineages and maintain your kinship ties; for there is no nearness of kinship if it is cut off even if it is close, and there is no distance if it is maintained even if it is far".

Bukhari added in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad, narrated from Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them: "... Every relative will come on the Day of Judgment and will testify for the one who maintained the ties if he maintained them, and against him if he severed them".

Maintaining kinship ties was one of the first important matters the Prophet, peace be upon him, called for at the beginning of his mission. In a narration from Sufyan ibn Harb, Hercules, the Byzantine Emperor, asked him when he inquired about the Prophet's message: "What does he command you?" Abu Sufyan replied: "He says: 'Worship Allah and do not associate anything with Him, abandon what your forefathers say, and he commands us to pray, to be truthful, to be chaste, and to maintain kinship ties'".

The one who maintains kinship ties will not be disgraced by Allah, and the strength of his faith and fear of Allah corresponds to how he maintains his kinship ties; thus, the Prophet, peace be upon him, was the best in maintaining kinship ties. As mentioned by the Mother of the Believers, Khadijah, may Allah be pleased with her: "... No, by Allah, Allah will never disgrace you. You maintain kinship ties, bear the burdens of others, support the destitute, honor the guest, and assist in matters of truth...".

5 - Maintaining kinship ties is one of the reasons for entering Paradise. Abu Ayyub al-Ansari, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that a man asked: "O Messenger of Allah, tell me an action that will enter me into Paradise." The Prophet, peace be upon him, replied: "Worship Allah alone without associating anything with Him, establish the prayer, give the zakat, and maintain kinship ties".

Abdullah ibn Salam, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said: "O people, spread peace, feed the hungry, maintain kinship ties, and pray at night while people are asleep. You will enter Paradise in peace".

6 - Maintaining kinship ties is one of the most beloved actions to Allah after believing in Him. A man from Khuza'ah reported: I came to the Prophet, peace be upon him, while he was with a group of his companions, and I said: "Are you the one who claims to be the Messenger of Allah?" He said: "Yes." I asked: "O Messenger of Allah, which deeds are most loved by Allah?" He replied: "Belief in Allah." I asked: "What comes next?" He said: "Maintaining kinship ties." I asked: "What comes next?" He said: "Enjoining good and forbidding evil." I asked: "What is the most disliked deed to Allah?" He replied: "Associating partners with Allah." I asked: "What comes next?" He said: "Severing kinship ties." I asked: "What comes next?" He said: "Forbidding good and enjoining evil".

7 - Maintaining kinship ties is a recommendation of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him: The narration from Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, states: "My close friend (the Prophet), peace be upon him, advised me with several virtues of goodness: He advised me not to look at those who are above me, and to look at those who are below me; He advised me to love the poor and be close to them; He advised me to maintain kinship ties even if they turn away from me; He advised me not to fear the blame of any blamer for the sake of Allah; He advised me to speak the truth even if it is bitter; and He advised me to say frequently: 'There is no power nor strength except with Allah,' for it is a treasure from the treasures of Paradise".

8 - Maintaining kinship ties is one of the causes of protection from punishment, as severing kinship ties brings about punishment in this life and the Hereafter.

Abu Bakra, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: "There is no sin more deserving for Allah to hasten the punishment of its perpetrator in this world, in addition to what is stored for him in the Hereafter, than oppression and severing kinship ties".

Jubayr ibn Mut'im, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said: "The one who severs kinship ties will not enter Paradise", referring to the one who severs ties of kinship. In Abu Dawood’s version: "The one who severs kinship ties will not enter Paradise".

Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, reported that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: "The womb is suspended from the Throne, saying: 'Whoever maintains ties with me, Allah will maintain ties with him, and whoever severs me, Allah will sever him'".

Abdur-Rahman ibn Awf, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that he heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, say: "Allah Almighty said: 'I am the Most Merciful (Rahman), and I created the womb (rahim), and derived its name from My name. Whoever maintains ties with it, I maintain ties with him, and whoever severs it, I cut him off'".

Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Prophet, peace be upon him, said: "The womb is a branch from the Merciful (Rahman). Allah said: 'Whoever maintains ties with you, I will maintain ties with him, and whoever severs ties with you, I will sever ties with him'".

Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, narrated from the Prophet, peace be upon him: "The womb is a branch, whoever maintains ties with it, I will maintain ties with him, and whoever severs it, I will sever him".

Amr ibn al-As, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, openly and not in secret, saying: 'Indeed, the family of Abu — meaning so-and-so — are not my allies. My ally is Allah and the righteous believers. However, they have a tie of kinship that I will uphold'".

Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, mentioned in his narration about the Prophet’s call to the Quraysh when he gathered them and stood on Mount Safa, saying: "O Banu Hashim, save yourselves from the Fire. O Banu Abd al-Muttalib, save yourselves from the Fire. O Fatimah, save yourself from the Fire, for I have no power to protect you from Allah in any way. Except that you have a tie of kinship which I will uphold".

9 - Complete kinship ties, which are rewarded with assistance, mean that a Muslim maintains ties with those who sever ties with him.

Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that a man said: "O Messenger of Allah! I have relatives whom I maintain ties with, but they sever ties with me. I treat them well, but they treat me badly. I am patient with them, but they act ignorantly toward me." He said: "If you are as you say, it is as if you are feeding them hot ashes. You will always have a supporter from Allah against them as long as you remain as you are".

Abdullah ibn Amr narrated from the Prophet, peace be upon him, that he said: "The one who maintains kinship ties is not the one who simply reciprocates, but the one who maintains ties when his kinship is severed”. The meaning of "maintaining ties" in this hadith is referring to completeness; for reciprocation is a type of connection, and negating maintaining ties does not necessarily imply severing ties. They are three levels: one who maintains ties, one who reciprocates, and one who severs. The one who maintains ties gives and shows favor without being shown favor in return, the one who reciprocates does not give more than what he receives, and the one who severs takes but does not give, receiving favor without showing it. Just as reciprocation can occur through connection from both sides, it can also occur through severance from both sides. So whoever begins with maintaining ties is indeed the one who truly maintains them.

10 - Maintaining kinship ties is one of the characteristics of those who believe in Allah and the Last Day. As in the hadith of Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, from the Prophet, peace be upon him, who said: "Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him honor his guest, and whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him maintain his kinship ties, and whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him speak good or remain silent." This is the wording of al-Bukhari. The wording in Muslim is: "Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him honor his neighbor." In another wording: "He should not harm his neighbor, and whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him honor his guest, and whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him speak good or keep silent".

11 - Maintaining kinship ties is one of the causes for the acceptance of deeds. As in the hadith of Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: "I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, say: 'The deeds of the children of Adam are presented every Thursday night before Friday, and the deed of one who severs kinship ties will not be accepted'".

12 - Maintaining kinship ties is one of the traits of those of sound intellect, whom Allah will reunite with their loved ones in the Gardens of Eden. Allah, the Most High, says: "Then is he who knows that what has been revealed to you from your Lord is the truth like one who is blind? They will only be reminded who are people of understanding – those who fulfill the covenant of Allah and do not break the contract, and those who join that which Allah has ordered to be joined and fear their Lord and are afraid of the evil of [their] account". Ibn Kathir, may Allah have mercy on him, said: "And those who join that which Allah has ordered to be joined" refers to maintaining kinship ties, doing good to them, and to the poor and needy, and extending kindness".

13 - Maintaining kinship ties is one of the reasons for safety from the curse and salvation from the fire. Allah, the Most High, says: "But those who break the covenant of Allah after contracting it and sever what Allah has ordered to be joined and spread corruption on earth – for them is the curse, and they will have the worst home".

14 - Charity to a relative counts as two things: charity and maintaining ties. Sulaiman ibn Amir al-Dhabbi, may Allah be pleased with him, said: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: "Charity to the poor is charity, and charity to a relative is two things: charity and maintaining ties".

15 - The kinship that is commanded to be maintained includes all relations connected by lineage, whether from the ascendants, such as parents and grandparents, or descendants, such as children and grandchildren, and from the collaterals, such as brothers and sisters, paternal uncles and aunts, and maternal uncles and aunts. This is based on the hadith of Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: A man asked: O Messenger of Allah! Who is most deserving of my good companionship? He replied: "Your mother, then your mother, then your mother, then your father, then the nearest, then the nearest".

16 - Maintaining kinship ties takes various forms according to need. It could be through financial support to those who require it, gifts, showing affection, providing help and assistance, offering advice, preventing harm, fairness and fulfilling obligations, smiling, justice, performing obligatory rights, supplication, checking on their well-being, overlooking their faults, visiting, giving a good recommendation, and in general, delivering as much good as possible and repelling as much harm as possible. These types of maintaining ties are summarized by the words of Allah, the Most High: "Indeed, Allah commands justice, good conduct, and giving to relatives and forbids immorality, bad conduct, and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded".

17 - Maintaining kinship ties is obligatory according to the need, even if the relatives are distant. In the hadith of Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, he said: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: "You will conquer a land where the unit of measurement is the qirat, so be kind to its people, for they have a covenant and kinship." In another narration: "You will conquer Egypt... when you conquer it, be kind to its people, for they have a covenant and kinship" or he said: "a covenant and marriage ties". Imam al-Nawawi, may Allah have mercy on him, said: "The scholars said: The qirat is a portion of the dinar, dirham, and others. As for the covenant, it refers to the protection and rights. As for the kinship, it is because Hagar, the mother of Isma'il, is from them, and as for the marriage ties, it is because Maria, the mother of Ibrahim, is from them...".

18 - The virtue of kindness to daughters and sisters. Anas ibn Malik, may Allah be pleased with him, said: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: "Whoever raises two daughters until they reach maturity will come on the Day of Judgment with me," and he joined his fingers. In al-Tirmidhi: "and he gestured with his two fingers".

'Ubqah bin 'Amir, may Allah be pleased with him, said: I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, say: "Whoever has three daughters, remains patient with them, feeds them, gives them water, and clothes them from his wealth, they will be a barrier for him from the Fire on the Day of Resurrection".

Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said: "No Muslim who is overtaken by two daughters and treats them well will have them usher him into Paradise".

Jabir bin Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with them both, said: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said: "Whoever has three daughters, shelters them, suffices them, and shows mercy to them, Paradise is certainly guaranteed for him." A man from among the people said: "And two, O Messenger of Allah?" He replied: "And two".

Abu Sa'id al-Khudri, may Allah be pleased with him, said: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said: "No one who has three daughters, or three sisters, or two daughters, or two sisters, and fears Allah regarding them and treats them well, except that he will enter Paradise".
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