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	    About the Author

        
            Andrew was born in London England and moved to Los Angeles in 1979. In 1991 Andrew started a music educational publishing company A.D.G. Productions which has now published over 150 music instructional books with Andrew authoring over 80 books for piano/keyboards, woodwinds, guitar/bass, including such titles as "100 Ultimate Blues Riffs", "100 Ultimate Jazz Riffs", "Funky Organ Grooves", "Outta Sight Funk & R&B Riffs" "The Blues Scale" that are sold to and used by teachers and students throughout the world.

Andrew is an exceptional all round experienced keyboard player, composer as well as a guitarist, and his experience has enabled him to compose, produce and arrange music for many artists, TV Shows, film, theater, commercials including TV shows such as General Hospital and Oceanquest. He has worked with such notable artists as Gary Wright, Johnny Guitar Watson, Edwin Starr, Mike Pinera. His band The Super Groovers has received worldwide airplay on many jazz radio stations. Andrew is equally adept at playing and teaching in many styles including, Pop, Rock, Blues, Jazz, Funk & R&B, Gospel, Country.
Andrew plays in an instrumental jazz group called "The Super Groovers" where he co-writes all the music with saxophonist Frank Villafranca blending musical styles such as : Jazz, Blues, Funk, Latin, African, New Age, Gospel, Rock. They have released two albums Supergroovin' and Mainline Connection to critical acclaim available from various internet music retailers.

Andrew began his musical training at the age of 7, studying classical piano for 12 years. He has studied Synthesizer Programming at UCLA and was
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and Solos Collection for
Tenor Sax and Bb instruments

By Andrew D. Gordon

featuring 30 blues
tracks with over

3 hours of recorded
backing tracks.

Blues tracks include:

Texas Blues Shuffle
Minor Blues

Boogie Blues
British Blues Rock
Country Blues
Funky Blues

Latin Jazz Blues
Slow Blues

Jazz Swing Blues
Classic Blues Rock

MIDI files available separately
Published by A.D.G. Productions
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“The_Blues Play-A-Long_and Solo’s Collection_for Tenor Sax and Bb
instruments_Beginner_Series” written by internationally ~acclaimed
author/musician Andrew D. Gordon. Andrew who has authored over 60
music educational books with popular selling ttles such as: “100 Ultimate
Blues Riffs’, “The Bluesier Side Of Jazz", “The Blues Scale” available
worldwide through music stores and internet sites either as music books o
digital downloads.

This book consists of 30; 12bar blues play-a-long backing tracks that have
been created in various Blues styles, keys and tempos such as: Funky Blues,
Boogie Blues, Jazz Blues, Minor Blues, Country Blues, Latin Blues, Old Time
Jazz Blues, Jazz Swing Blues, Classic Blues Rock, Soulful Blues, Slow Blues
and many more,

Each of the 30 Blues styles contains a solo improvisational melody line that
is 12 measures in length, designed for the beginner student in mind as a
starting point to create improvisational solos. The recorded solo melody
line and accompanying rhythm track is then followed by the play-a-long
track which has been recorded with 12 choruses of the 12 bar blues
progression giving musician/student enough time to practice soloing
techniques totaling over 3 hours of music

Blues is the basis of many forms of music and these tracks have been
specifically arranged to include styles such as: Jazz, Funk, Folk, Country,
Latin, Rock, Gospel, Pop, Boogie, giving a well-rounded selection of musical
styles based on the Blues.

Finduson
Facebool

Published by

AD.G. Productions

15517 Cordary Ave., Lawndale CA 90260

(800) 748 5934

http://www.adgproductions.com

K heps/ /www facebook.com/adgproductions
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About Andrew D. Gordon

Andrew was born in London England and studied classical music for ten years. During his
teenage years his passion for Blues piano started when he heard Nicky Hopkins play the piano.
5010 0n the song “Blues Deluxe” from Jeff Beck’s first album “Truth”. Once Andrew developed
his Blues piano technique he started playing in Blues, Rock & Funk bands around England
before moving to Calfornia in 1979 to pursue a professional career in music

Andrew is an exceptional all round experienced keyboard player, having played in a variety of
musical situations throughout Europe, USA and Asia. He currently plays in a band called “The
Super Groovers" aww thesupergroovers.com with sax player Frank Villafranca where they
compose, arrange and produce their own music, 2 blend of Blues, Jazz, Funk, Latin styles. They
have released two CD's, Supergroovin’ and Mainline Connection receiving worldvide radio
airplay.

His experience has enabled him to compose, produce and arrange music for many artists, TV
Shows, film, theater, commercials, etc. Andrew has authored over 60 music instructional books
and the company he owns, ADG Productions yaww.adgproductions.com has published over 150
instructional books which are sold throughout the world.

Andrew s currently on the faculty at Comel School Of Contemporary Music at Shepherd
University in Los Angeles where he teaches privte piano lessons group performance class and
keyboard groove lab.

‘With his books reaching a worldwide audience, Andrew teaches many music students who have
bought his books using a high speed intenet connection, skype and a webcam.

For further information:
htto://www.igitalsheetmusicdownloads.com/online-lessons-with-andrew.htmi
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Frank Villafranca, Saxophonist, Recording Artist,
Composer, Author.

Frank Vilafranca was born in Buffalo, New York n 1956. He
was the first to study music in his family other than his
father, Joseph J. Vilafranca who studied saxophone in high
school and party while serving in the army in Workd Wa I,

Frank began playing the saxophone later than usual and
stared lessons at age 14 i Oth grade n high school. As @
saxophonist, Frank's muscal career started 35 an
| armanger/performer in the Boston area. We attended
Berkice College Of Music, finishing his studies in 1979 to
pursue work in a local and popular band “Sunshyne”. He
artanged and composed for local groups in the Boston area
while recording with "Fresh Tracks® studio where he
acquired many TV and rado credits.

101984 Frank decided to make the trip to Los Angeles where:
he met Andrew D. Gordon. They performed In bandsled by
Andrew, showcasing his album "Sihovette”. “Walking The
Lonely Streets, song from his groundbreaking album, was
featured on "General Hospial’. Meanwhile, Androw created his music publishing
‘company, ww.adgoroductions.com, where Andrew and Frank continue to work and perfor together
producing, recording and writing instructional, lay slong books & CD's. They currently peform as “The.
Super Graovers” and are eleasing thelr second CD, "Malnline Connection" May 7th, 2013. An exciing
new arangement of the original "Walking The Lonel Streets” will e a featured song on this incredible
new @

For eight years Frank worked with the “San Gabril Seven. Performing with SGS, Frank has had the
pleasure and incredible experience of working with some of Los Angeles’sgreatest musicians ncluding.
Bil Watrous, Pete Christlieb and Eric Marienthal. From the bands conception Frank recorded four COs.
with them, their newest release, "Lost_My_Heart", with vocalst ingrid_lames, from Australa.

Frank plays “Selmer Mark VI ato and tenor saxophones, both low 100,000 seies. His soprano sax s 3
curved "Yanagisawa”. He has played "LaVor" reeds since he began playing. Recently he has tred many
different brands of reeds but returned to LaVor. For over 20 years s mouthpieces were
all"Beechier” Metal Belite, Tenor: #8 with medium soft Lavoz, Alto: #7 with medium LaVoz and
Soprano: #6 with medium LaVoz. Ligatures were all“Dleg” and he has also added several Oleg pro sax
enhancers on tenor and alto saxophones. Recently, he added "SA_Technologies” saxophone
mouthpieces o tenor and alo, the “Europa” o tenor and “Legend” on alo, Lavoz ae st his favorite
brand along with the Jazz Select reeds 2H & 35, from Rico. ince switching mouthpieces, reeds have
been lasting longer and playing more easi. | find the hard rubber Europa and Legend, blow easily and
work great for lassic and contemporary azz.
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About The Blu

The two most important concepts n learing to play the Blues are the Blues Scale and the 12
Bar Blues Progression:

The Blues Scale

Learning the blues scale s a great way to start your exploration into improvisation and can be
applied to pretty much any style of music.

CBlues scale
notes in the scale
1 b3 4 #4(orbs) B b7 octave.
7 =
-
= - £ = i

Intervals betueen the notes

11/2steps  lstep  1/2step  U2step  1l/2steps  1step

The example above shows the C blues scale (seven note scale) and consists of the following
notes based on the major scale of C :root note C, the flat third Eb, fourth F, sharp fourth o flat
fifth F# or Gb, fifth G, flt seventh Bb, octave C. The interval between the first and second notes
of the scale C to €b s 11/2 steps, the interval between the second and third notes i 1 step, the
interval between the third and fourth notes is % step, the interval between the fourth and fifth
notes is % step, the interval between the fifth and sixth notes is 11/2 steps and the interval
between the sixth and seventh notes is one step.

s of primary importance to memorize the scale practicing going up and down the scale as
well s learning the intervals between the notes. The same intervals apply to the blues scale in
the other eleven keys so practice these blues scales as well. Tis scale can be used over both
‘major and minor keys as can be seen from the blues patterns that | have used in the book. The
blues scale gives color or dissonance when played over a major chord, the Eb of the C blues
scale against the E natural of the C major chord giving that bluesy sound.

This blues scale provides the beginner improviser with an easy way of playing the same scale
over the chord progressions and sounding "bluesy’, however, improvising using the notes of
this blues scale can become somewhat tiresome when overused and the blues scale of the
relative minor of the key can also be used when playing in a major key adding the 2", 3" and
6" notes of the major scale, creating variation in the improvsation. In the exampl below the
2,3 and 6" notes of the major scale “C" are the notes of D, E and A respectively.
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“The A blues scale, (relative minor of €) as described in the previous paragraph, uses the same
series of notes in the scale and intervals as the C blues scale.

Goi

further, we can combine both the major and relative minor blues scales together
producing a scale that has a chromatic run from the second ta the fith giving & more jazzier
sound to your improvisation.

Combination of the C and A Blues scales
eotes nthescale

i 2 w3 4 mers) s 6w ot

=: ESsE = =

[ ———
Lstep Vasep U2stes Yosep Yisiep Yiswp istep U2step

Lo
The 12 Bar Blues Progression

12 Bar Blues Progression in the key of C

' e By et o
o " e o
o6 i i
@ v P e @

7

s can be seen from the above example of the chord progression in the key of C major, the first
four measures consists of the C7 () chord, fllowed by two measures of the F7 (IV) chord, two.
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measures of C7 (1, then one measure each of G7 (V) F7 (V) and C7 () before finihing the
progression with the G7 (V) chord which leads perfectly back to the beginning of the
progression, repeating the cycle.

“The roman numerals (1, (V) & (V) help in showing where the chords li within the C major
scale. Since we are i the key of C, C7 would be the () chord: F7, four notes up from C would be
the (1V) chord and G7, five notes up from C7 would be the (V) chord. Using the roman numerals
helps us to be able to transpose the chord progression into other keys much easier than the
chord names as well as understanding the harmony of the music.

Since we know that the progression consists of the (), 1V) and (V) chords, if we wanted to play
the progression in the key of F, then the chords would be F7 (1) chord, B67 (1V) chord and C7 (V)
chord. Make sure that you thoroughly understand and memorize this basic chord progression
as there are literally thousands of songs using this chord progression. There are many variations
on this basic Blues progression such as playing the F7 (V) chord in the second measure as
shown in the above example.

A very special thanks goes to Frank Villafranca for recording the saxophone solos
for this book. For more info. about Frank please see his bio. at the back of the
book.
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‘The Blues Play-A-Long and Solos Collection for Tenor Sax and Bb instruments Beginner Series

“Thank you for buying this book, one of the many popular books | have authored for blues sax
instruction such as: 100 Ultimate Blues Riffs, The Blues Scale. | am very grateful that | am able
to help music students/musicians develop their musical abilites through these books.

1 have created 30, 12bar biues play-a-long backing tracks in various Blues styles, keys and
tempos such as: Funky Blues, Boogie Blues, Jozz Blues, Minor Blues, Country Blues, Latin Blues,
ld Time Jozz Blues, Jazz Swing Blues, Classic Blues Rock, Soulful Blues, Slow Blues and many
more. Each of the 30 play-a-long tracks has been recorded with 12 choruses of the 12 bar blues

progression giving you ample time to practice soloing techr

‘The 30 Blues styles contains a solo improvisational melody line, 12 measures in length,
designed for the beginner student in mind as a starting point to create your own
improvisational solos.

Blues s the basis of many forms of music and these tracks have been specifcally created to
include styles such as: Jazz, Funk, Folk, Country, Latin, Rock, Gospel, Pop, Baogle, giving you a
wel-rounded selection of musical styles based on the Blues.

The Play-A-Long and Solo and tracks.

Each of the 30 Blues tracks have been recorded, first with the solo playing along with the
thythm backing tracks of keyboards, guitar, bass and drums and immediately following, is the
play-a-long backing track that cycles through the 12 bar blues progression 12 times, generally
between 5.8 mintes inlength, giving you plenty of time to practice.

My suggestion s to first learn and then memorize each solo that you are working on so that
You build up a vocabulary of musical phrases. It is vitaly important to memorize each solo.
rather than relying on the music. When you have memorized and mastered each solo, slowly
develop your own musical phrases by changing the order and rhythm of the notes as shown in
the two examples below: “Hove fun practicing improvising along to the play-c-long tracks.”

Brtish Blues Rock measure 1 Creating a dfferent pattern from the notes in
s the previous measure

fEErEesee Teree
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‘The MIDI files which are available separately with the correct software such as P.G.
Music's Power Tracks Pro offers you the opportunity to

1. Slow the tempo down to your kil level.

2. Change the key, allowing you the option of transposing the patterns nto keys other than the
written key.

3. Use the loop function to practice dificut measures repeatedly.

4. Use these patterns for ear training exercises by slowing the tempo down and looping a
certan section repeatedy, try to play the correct notes using your ear rather than reading the

1 hope that you will find this concept a great tool for helping you with your musical
development and | welcome any comments that you may have as you work through ths book, |
can be reached at adgordon @adgproductions.com.

Listening to the Blues

Besides learning the examples in this book it is necessary to spend time listening to as many
Blues musicians in different genres of music and learn from their styles: Here s a great link to
‘Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia org/wiki/Lst_of_blues_musicians
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