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Daniel in Babylon
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During the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, the king of Judah Nebuchadnezzar the tyrant from the country of Babylon came into the city of Jerusalem and captured it. 

And God gave Nebuchadnezzar the king of Judah into his hands along with some of the artifacts of the Temple which he took into his city of Shinar in the courts of his idols, and he placed them inside of the pagan temple before his gods. 

And King Nebuchadnezzar spoke to a servant named Ashpenaz and said that he should bring certain virgins of the people of Israel, and the king’s bloodline and of the princes. 

The children should have no spot or wrinkle, but good looking and healthy, having wisdom in everything, good in the knowledge of science and the discipline to stand before the king in the palace. They should also be able to learn the Chaldean language so that they can communicate effectively in the palace and country. 

And when the servant of the king had captured them the king gave them a daily provision of food and the wine which he drank. He did this for three straight years that at the end of the course they may be able to stand before his presence. 

And among these virgins were four young men from the city of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

And the prince of the people gave them Babylonian names. Daniel’s name was changed to Belteshazzar, and to Hananiah, he called Shadrach, and Mishael, Meshach, and Azariah, he called Abednego. 

Daniel was one who made it up in his mind not to eat the king’s food nor drink his wine because he didn’t want to sin against God. 

And God granted Daniel an extra favor with the prince of the virgins. And he said to him, “Daniel, I am fearful because you aren’t eating the king’s food or drinking his wine. If you get a wrinkle on your face then I’ll be killed.” 

And Daniel called Melzar who the prince had appointed over him and the Three Hebrew Boys and said, “I beg of you that you should give us just ten days to only eat vegetables and drink water. Then examine our faces and also that of those who eat the king’s food and drink his wine.” 

Melzar gave Daniel and the three young men the permission and it was so. 

When the ten days had ended, Daniel and the three young men’s faces were fairer and fatter than the rest of the young men who had eaten and drunk of the king’s table. 

Then Melzar took away the king’s dish and wine and gave them only vegetables to eat. 

Now for these four young men, God gave them special gifts in all learning and wisdom, and Daniel had the power to interpret dreams and visions. 

And at the end of the appointed time, the king requested the young men be brought before him and to him. And there were none like Daniel and his three friends. And these young men stood before King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. 
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Daniel Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream
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DURING THE SECOND YEAR being King of Babylon Nebuchadnezzar had dreams that caused him to be afraid in his spirit. Then he called for all the astrologers, magicians, sorcerers, and the wise men so that he could get the interpretation of the dream. 

And the king said to them, “I don’t remember what I have dreamed. It is gone from me. And if you can’t tell me what the dream is you’ll be all killed.” 

“Also, if you don’t know the dream but makeup something to tell me then you’ll be killed and houses and family burned to ash. 

The wise men and astrologers replied, “You ask a very hard thing O king because it’s impossible for any person on the earth to tell what you have dreamed. To get an interpretation at least tell us something from the dream.  No one knows what you have dreamed except the gods who live in the spiritual world.” 

When Nebuchadnezzar heard these things he was angry and commanded that all the wise men and astrologers should be destroyed from among the people. 

Then Daniel spoke to one Arioch the captain of the army and said because he and the Three Hebrew Boys were to be killed, “Why does the king want to kill everyone so quickly?” 

Arioch told Daniel what had transpired. Daniel then went in and saw the king and requested a certain timeframe so that he could tell him his dream and the interpretation of it. The king agreed. 

Daniel immediately went and told his three friends about the situation that he and everyone in the palace were in. He told them to pray urgently and sincerely to God in heaven so that they may not be executed with the rest of the pagans in the country of Babylon. 

One night Daniel saw the dream and received the interpretation from God, and he praised the God of the universe and worshiped him. 

Then Daniel went and saw Arioch and made known what had happened. He also told him not to execute the wise men and astrologers of Babylon. 

Arioch then brought in Daniel before the king and said, “I have found an Israelite from the land of Judah who has the interpretation of your dream.” 

Nebuchadnezzar replied, “Belteshazzar, can you indeed tell me what my dream is and the interpretation of it?” 

Then Daniel answered, “O Nebuchadnezzar no astrologer, wise man, or enchanter can tell you the interpretation of what you wanted to know. However, there is a God that rules the universe from heaven who by His power can and will reveal your dream. And your dream was revealed to me not because I’m more brilliant or educated, but because the king wants the interpretation of it.” 

“Now in your dream, you saw a huge image that was extremely bright and it was before you, and it looked terrible. The head of the image was of pure gold, its chest, and arms of silver, its feet part mixed with clay, and the other part mixed with iron. As you saw the image a non-human hand appeared, and hit the image on the feet and broke them in pieces. Then the entire image with all its materials was broken up into pieces. Then all the pieces were blown away like wheat trash in the wind. But the stone that destroyed the image turned into a huge mountain and filled the entire earth.”

“Now listen carefully because this is the interpretation. You’re the king of kings that God of heaven has given this kingdom, power, will, and majesty, and whose hand he has given, from anywhere they live, the animals of the field, and birds of the air, He has made you ruler over them- every one of them. You are the head of gold. Another kingdom mediocre to you will arise, and the third kingdom of bronze shall get up and rule over the entire world. And a fourth kingdom will arise strong like iron. And because iron is strong it will break and shatter everything. And you saw a foot of part clay and iron, it will be a divided kingdom, but the firmness of iron will be in it, just as how you saw it mixed. And in the time of those kings, the God of heaven and earth will establish an eternal kingdom that will never be shaken or destroyed, nor be given to cruel people, but will abide forever, just as how you saw the stone that was cut from out the mountain by a spiritual hand, and it shattered the iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold. God Almighty has revealed to the king what will happen in the future. The dream will come true and its interpretation perfect.”

When Nebuchadnezzar heard the dream and its interpretation he fell and gave honor to Daniel, and instructed that an offering of incense be given to him. And he said to Daniel, “Of a truth, your God is the God of gods and the Lord of Kings, and a revealer of mysterious things because you have been able to reveal my dream.” 

After the king said these things, he gave Daniel high honors in the kingdom and magnificent gifts and made him the ruler over the entire city of Babylon. Then Daniel asked the King for a request that his three Hebrew friends be granted an appointment to rule the province of Babylon. However, Daniel remained at the king’s courts.
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The Three Hebrew Boys


[image: image]


––––––––
[image: image]


IT WAS A TIME IN BABYLON in the city of Dura that King Nebuchadnezzar had gotten a great image made. The statue was made of pure gold and it was 60 cubits and its breadth 6 cubits. And the king commanded that all princes, governors, and important officials should come to the dedication ceremony of the statue that he had made. 

Then the governors, princes, judges, and every official of the city gathered in number for the dedication ceremony of the golden statue. And as they stood before the statue the announcer said, “O multitudes, nations, and languages when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, bagpipe, trigon and all kinds of musical instruments you are to bow down and worship the golden image.”

“And whoever doesn’t obey these instructions will be cast alive in a burning furnace of fire.” 

When the people heard the sound of the pipe, lyre, and all kinds of musical instruments they bowed down and worshiped the golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had erected. 

Then some Chaldeans came and spoke evil of certain Jewish men and said, “O King, you live forever! Didn’t you make a decree throughout the kingdom that when everyone hears the sound of all kinds of musical instruments they should bow down and worship the golden image? And whoever doesn’t obey the instructions will be tossed alive in a burning furnace?”  

“There are some Jewish young men that you have appointed over the affairs of the city and
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