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  Dedication


For my grandma, 
Thank you for teaching me that stories are carried not only in books, but in families, traditions, and the quiet moments we share together. Your love, encouragement, and example have shaped more of these pages than words alone can express.
To the teachers and professors who believed in me,
Thank you for seeing potential before I could always see it myself. Thank you for encouraging my curiosity, challenging me to think more deeply, and reminding me that my voice was worth developing. Every lesson, every conversation, every word of encouragement helped me become the writer I continue striving to be.
This book exists because of many people who took the time to nurture a love of reading, writing, and learning. I carry your kindness, patience, and faith with me on every page.
With gratitude,
Maylanie Bosgieter






  
  Author’s Note


My self-portrait is not of myself, but of my relationship with books. I have read 1,758 books and counting. This is not hobby—it is the foundation of how I think, imagine, and understand other people. 
Reading taught me empathy. When I lived inside a character’s world, I learned to live inside other versions of myself. Even fictional lives taught me true things about who I am. Reading also taught me to write. Every book I encountered became permission: you can do this too.
But permission and execution are different things. The poems in this collection are the result of trying—sometimes failing, often doubting—to transform what I’ve read and lived into something worth saying. They are semi-autobiographical because I haven’t learned to separate myself from my words yet. My identity, my family history, my fears of imposter syndrome, my search for roots I can’t quite reach—these are not separate from the poetry. They are the poetry.
If these poems sometimes feel raw or unpolished, that’s because they are. I have no formal training. I am a genealogist and a reader who became a writer by accident, out of necessity, because not writing felt like a larger failure than writing badly.
I hope you find yourself in these pages. I hope you recognize the moments when words fail us, when memory haunts us, when we’re trying to be better than we were. I hope you understand why books—and the lives we build around them—matter so much that we have to write about them.
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  Food


Food— 
the thing we need 
to sustain these things we call life. 
Food, you are changing and growing,
never the same after made twice.
Food, you are life.
You are death.
Food—rotten and spoiled,
rancid in smell,
fermenting—
food maketh drunk
the little lives
who scarf you down.
Food, you are pretty.
You are ugly.
You are deceiving
in taste,
in appearance.
Food, we need you
and hate you,
food—
because there is never enough.







  
  Before I Saw It


The spice is rare. 
What kind?
It's called peppercorn.
I heard it
before I saw it.
The loud thunder clap.
The sky has been in
perpetual gray.
I never knew
This was a word before
I saw a pussywillow.







  
  Just a Dress


A dress is a simple thing. 
Yet it is not.
It is cloth,
yet so much more.
It represents.
It clothes.
It warms.
It protects—sometimes.
It shines.
It glitters.
Sometimes not.
It’s long.
It’s short.
Tight,
or flowy,
or flouncy.
Is it beautiful,
or is it a cage?
A representation of the past?
Can a dress
be anything other than a dress?
Is a woman wearing a dress
a step forward
or a step back?
Is it feminine,
or is it bold?
Is it safe,
or taunting?
When a woman wears a dress,
does it mean she is going back to the home?
Or does it mean
she is simply wearing a dress—
a dress that is beautiful,
something she desires?
A dress is cloth,fabric,
plastic—
and yet not.
For some,
the representation clouds,
the mind.
Such a simple thing—
this dress.
Oh, why can’t it be
just a dress—something beautiful to wear?







  
  The Book on the Road



On the road,
there lay a book.
open, split straight down the middle.
Closer I drew
by the call of the book.
And I came upon it.
And imagine what I saw.
This was a book,
tattered and worn.
For a moment
all I could think is how such a thing
could get out here.
So I thought
I should ask the book.
I did.
And to no great surprise
the book did not answer.
But when I picked up
that tattered thing,
it answered every question
I never had.







  
  The Bluebird


There was a bird, 
blue as ever there was. 
Small, 
petite, 
cute as ever— fragile, yet strong.
This bluebird was.
She was a mother,
fluttering high—
she protects,
she feeds,
she loves.
She watches them leave one by one.
She mourns the nestlings they were,
celebrates the wings they’ve grown.
From her branch she watches still—
witness to their skyward journey.
This is a mother’s heart: 
breaking and soaring all at once.
Heart a-hammering, 
as she hovers, 
as she flies, 
as she lands on a branch overlooking all.
The bluebird is strong, because she has seen it all.






  
  Words



You own the story,
never the words.
You try to take them away—
greedy and scared you are,
because words are different
in each person’s hands.
You love words,
yet hate them when they betray you.
They leave.
They hurt.
They bite and sting—
words.
You can own a story,
but never a word.
Words are shared,
divided unevenly—
words are mine,
yours,
and theirs.
Words are free as can be.
Words are just words
only if you want them to be.
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