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Does mysticism have any place in the social sciences?  in the hard sciences?  Is truth to be found in cold calculations and not in the “spiritual?”  not in things esoteric nor in that which is occulted—i.e., that which is “hidden from view” from the average fool, or even from the most seeming brilliant of scientists?  Do dreams and visions and “the spiritual” play any legitimate role in the quest for valid, scientifically veritable truth?

Einstein's theory of General Relativity came to him in a childhood dream.  Upon meeting Bengali polymath Rabindranath Tagore, it has been noted:


Einstein believed more in absolute truth than the religious man he was debating, which apparently surprised Einstein as he exclaimed, “Then I am more religious than you are!" Tagore replied, “My religion is in the reconciliation of the Super-personal Man, the universal human spirit, in my own individual being." The whole universe inside you and you inside the universe — it brings to mind the famous Carl Sagan quote: “We are all made of star stuff."​[i]
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or as is touted by the Hindu shloka:

yat pinde tat brahmande, or “that which is found in the Universe is found in your own   body,”

similarly by the Emerald Tablet:

As Above, So Below . . . 

as posited in the Isa Upanishad, 


It stirs and it stirs not; it is far, and likewise near. It is inside of all this, and it is outside of all this.

And he who sees all beings in the Self, and the Self in all beings, he never turns away from it.

When to a man who understands, the Self has become all things, what sorrow, what trouble can there be to him who once beheld that unity? (Isa Upanishad vs.5-7)​[ii]
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And as described in the Chandogya Upanishad:


My Self [brahman/Atman] within my heart is smaller than a grain of rice, smaller than a grain of barley, smaller than a mustard seed, smaller than a grain of millet, smaller even than the kernel of a grain of millet. The Self in my heart is larger than the earth, larger than the mid-region, larger than heaven, and larger even than all these worlds. (Chandogya Upanishad 3.14.3)​[iii]
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Rabindranath Tagore and Albert Einstein​[iv]
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The assumption that a scientific reality and mystical and mythological reality are separate in the same way that a scientific reality and “superstition” are separate is a grand mistake.  As Sir Francis Bacon put it, “There is a superstition in avoiding superstition.”  To assume truth is to be found only via the scientific method, by the “replication of experimentation,” else only to be ascertained within the boundaries of academy-approved methods according to the prevailing standards and currently accepted theoretical platform of whatever disciplines generally, is in fact only scarcely less a superstition than to assume truth is to be found in the casting of bones.  I might note, however, the principle of the replication of experimentation is indeed found succinctly enough in the teachings of a collection of religious texts or songs known as the Vedas,​[v] the most ancient and abiding teachings in the world, and auguries can be shown to be at least effective psychological tools in decision-making processes.  

Among the most noted European and American scientists who were influenced by the Vedas and Vedanta, i.e., “Hinduism,” are Erwin Schrödinger, Werner Heisenberg, Robert Oppenheimer, Niels Bohr, Carl Sagan and Nikola Tesla.​[vi]  Heisenberg is touted to have stated that “Quantum theory will not look ridiculous to people who have read Vedanta.”​[vii]  Oppenheimer’s understanding of his role in building the atomic bomb was very much couched in his reading of the Bhagavad Gita, as regarding his response to the Trinity explosion he later said he thought of chapter 11, verse 12, “If the radiance of a thousand suns were to burst at once into the sky, that would be like the splendor of the mighty one . . .” (Bhagavad Gita 11.1) ​[viii] (a verse which many—and according to some accounts, including Oppenheimer himself—tout describes the ancient use of nuclear weapons), and did exclaim, “Now I am become death, the destroyer of worlds,”​[ix] (Bhagavad Gita 11:32).

The Periodic Table was derived from a dream, as Dmitri Mendeleev struggled with how to arrange the arrayal of the elements until upon one occasion he fell asleep at his desk, and then awoke from a dream in which he had seen the periodic table arranged as he later published said arrangement of the elements.  Mendeleev's dream-derived model has been adopted by the field of chemistry generally ever since.​[x]  August Kekulé came to understand the benzene molecule and was ground-breaking in the field of aromatic chemistry as he had a dream about a snake swallowing its own tail.​[xi]  Srinivasa Ramanujan, though having little official scientific training, received the information for his many mathematical proofs including “ahead of his time” ideas in the fields of Elliptic Functions and Number Theory from Hindu Goddess Namagiri, who came to him in dreams.  According to Ramanujan, Devi (“Goddess”) Namagiri would write the equations down for his view when he was in the dream state.​[xii] René Descartes claimed that the very basis of the Scientific Method came to him in a dream, ironic as that might seem.​[xiii]
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Shiva Nataraja murti (sacred statue), Maha Deva (“Great God”) Shiva as the Lord of Dance, at the CERN Large Hadron Collider in Switzerland​[xiv]
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From the plaque on the Shiva Nataraja statue at the CERN Large Hadron Collider in Switzerland, where numerous breakthroughs in particle physics have been made in recent years,


“O Omnipresent, the embodiment of all virtues, the creator of this cosmic universe, the king of dancers, who dances the Ananda Tandava in the twilight, I salute thee.” (Verse 56, Sivanandalahari by Sri Adi Sankara)




And from the adjacent plaque that describes the significance of Shiva Nataraja to the study of physics:



Nataraja


Known as the Nataraja, this particular form of the Dancing Shiva is one of the greatest gifts to the world of art. Shiva symbolises “Shakti” or life force, in the Hindu Trinity. He is the Creator, the Sustainer, and the Destroyer. Beyond the Nataraja's artistic form lies a profound meaning to be comprehended at many levels. The Nataraja in Ananda Tandava shows Him dancing the universe into existence, sustaining it with His rhythm and dancing it to extinction. Creation is sparked by the vibration of the drum in the right hand; protection of sustenance by the open palm of the front right arm, a gesture of assurance that grants freedom from fear. The fire in the left arm dissolves the universe while the front left arm points downward to the lifted left leg, the solace of the worlds. The dwarf representing ignorance is trampled under the right leg. The aureole represents the cosmos, the sun, moon and stars revolving in perpetual and fiery motion.




Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, seeing beyond the unsurpassed rhythm, beauty, power and grace of the Nataraja, once wrote of it “It is the clearest image of the activity of God which any art or religion can boast of.” 

More recently, Fritjof Capra explained that “Modern physics has shown that the rhythm of creation and destruction is not only manifest in the turn of the seasons and in the birth and death of all living creatures, but is also the very essence of inorganic matter” and that “For the modern physicists, then, Shiva's dance is the dance of subatomic matter.”

It is indeed as Capra concluded: “Hundreds of years ago, Indian artists created visual images of dancing Shivas in a beautiful series of bronzes. In our time, physicists have used the most advanced technology to portray the patterns of the cosmic dance. The metaphor of the cosmic dance thus unifies ancient mythology, religious art and modern physics” ...​[xv]
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Ram Dass, former psychology professor at Harvard (then known as Dr. Richard Alpert) who co-taught with Timothy Leary when they were engaged in LSD experiments at Harvard, as well as Steve Jobs, Mark Zuckerberg, Larry Page and Jeffrey Skoll (of Apple, Facebook, Google and eBay, respectively), titans in the field of computers and the internet, and Larry Brilliant, an epidemiologist whose work has been important to the response to the Corona virus crisis and to efforts to eradicate polio, blindness, smallpox, etc., all went on pilgrimages to Neem Karoli Baba's ashram in India and claim their connection with said guru became vital to their work.  These extraordinarily successful individuals claim at least some measure of their success was due to connecting with this spiritual teacher, a guru who devotee and actress Julia Roberts was drawn to upon merely seeing his visage in a photograph.​[xvi]   

Ram Dass (again, formerly a Harvard psychology professor) tells of his guru Neem Karoli Baba multiplying food for his devotees on many occasions, as recounted by many witnesses, very much like Jesus Christ with the “loaves and fishes.”  Ram Dass's most well-known account tells that Neem Karoli Baba walked up one morning wearing nothing save for a sadhu's loin cloth and a blanket wrapped around him, and then sat on the ground.  A devotee walked up and gave the guru an orange, which Neem Karoli Baba immediately put under his blanket.  Another devotee then approached Neem Karoli Baba, and the guru handed the devotee an orange.  Then another devotee approached, and the baba gave him or her an orange.  As I recall of the narrative, Ram Dass, at the time still known as Dr. Richard Alpert, former Harvard psychology professor, watched this process again and again over the course of the day, his guru handing out many oranges from the gift of one single orange, and could come up with no other explanation than that Neem Karoli Baba had manifest many oranges to give as prasad from the offering of that one single orange.  A similar miracle was experienced by Swami Chidananda and his companions upon meeting Neem Karoli Baba, and many other Neem Karoli Baba devotees have similarly recounted the miraculous appearance of food in their guru’s presence, and as astounding, Neem Karoli Baba is touted as having appeared to devotees in multiple places at the same time on multiple occasions.​[xvii]  

A friend of mine who accompanied me on my third trip to Taos for Maha Shivaratri and subsequently became a Neem Karoli Baba devotee and later lived at the ashram told me an account about a Taos police officer who had pulled someone over who was driving the caretaker’s pickup, and apparently due to a clerical error the caretaker had a warrant for a purportedly unpaid parking ticket or some such.  When the officer showed up at the ashram, the caretaker and the sevaks (servants of Hanuman/the Guru) were standing in the hallway in front of the temple room, a tad nervous at the officer’s presence, as most of the sevaks and others who attended the temple and ashram were hippies (ehem).  As the officer gazed around the room he noticed an image of Neem Karoli Baba, and immediately grew rather excited.  “Where is that guy!!  Bring him out here right now!!”  The caretaker tried to assure the policeman that Neem Karoli Baba had never even been to the United States, and had left his body over twenty years previous.  “No!” he responded emphatically,  "I see that guy all the time running around in the plaza with nothing but a blanket on, then he disappears around the corner and he’s gone!!”  The sevaks (servants of the guru) all gave each other knowing looks, as this sort of apparition or other such miraculous manifestation is not uncommon to devotees and in Taos, and worldwide, for that matter.    

I ought perhaps note, Neem Karoli Baba is not my satguru though I have been to his ashram in Taos, New Mexico many times, and sat and shared in a chat with one of his most well-known devotees, Baba Ram Dass, in the forest at a Rainbow Gathering in California in 2004.  Nor is Mātā Amritānandamayī Devī my satguru, known to her devotees as “Amma,” and to the media as “India's hugging saint,” though I have met her in person, or more precisely told, I have received the blessing of her darshan on more than one occasion.  Amma houses and feeds tens of thousands of orphans, single and widowed mothers and their children, and aged and handicapped people in India, provides disaster relief, builds schools and medical facilities and funds other humanitarian work with the proceeds of her world tours to hug people.  Regardless of the fact I do not believe her to be my satguru, I have felt the blessing of Amma's presence that to me indicated she is no ordinary human.

On the first occasion when I was blessed to receive the darshan of Mātā Amritānandamayī Devī, I parked my truck and camper well over one-hundred yards from the convention center where Amma was hugging her devotees.  Shortly after stepping out of my truck I was overtaken by the heavy aroma of incense that seemed to come out of nowhere, with no apparent source of the sweet sacred scent.  Though I have not seen any “miraculous” acts done by her (though may have “smelled” a miracle), others have touted many extraordinary feats done by or through her that similarly defy any “scientific” attempts to explain away.

There are Buddhist monks in the Himalayas who practice a meditation and breath technique called Tumo that allows practitioners to sit on a mountainous ledge on the traditionally touted “coldest day of the year” wearing nothing save for a wet blanket.  As the monks engage in meditation, steam soon begins to rise from the blankets, and circles of snow start to melt around the lotus-seated meditating monks.  Scientists have measured the skin temperatures of these practitioners as reaching as high as 117 degrees Fahrenheit whilst they are somehow able to maintain an internal temperature of 98.6.  

When I was in graduate school at the University of Chicago, one of my professors, Dr. James Fernandez—or perhaps it was Dr. Ronald Duncan, Anthropology professor at Oklahoma Baptist University—assigned a reading which told of a medical anthropologist wandering into the jungle in Madagascar to observe as a shaman sought a cure for a patient who was suffering from what the shaman called “poison of the blood.”  After a while walking through the thick vegetation and “listening” carefully as he approached each plant, the shaman stopped at one particular plant that “told him” it was good for healing said ailment.  When the anthropologist did the taxonomy on the plant in question, he/she discovered that the particular species that “told the shaman” it was good to heal “poison of the blood” turned out to contain significant amounts of a chemical that was in fact being used by modern medicine for treating leukemia—“poison of the blood!”

An account of time dilation, a phenomenon first posited in modern science by Albert Einstein, is found in Hindu scripture, including in the Mahābhārata, the Harivaṃśa, the Devi Bhagavatam and the Bhagavata Purana, indicating an understanding of said very advanced conceptualization of spacetime thousands of years before Einstein, and also evincing that interstellar travel and the effects thereof were anciently known.​[xviii]  According to the general telling, an ancient King, Kakudmi, was seeking a suitable husband for his only child, an extraordinary girl named Revati.  King Kakudmi was at a loss to decide on a suitable suitor, and so decided to travel to the Brahma-loka, the realm of the Creator Lord Brahma, to ask Him who Revati should marry.  Upon reaching the Brahma-loka and proffering his query to Lord Brahma, the Creator informed King Kakudmi that as he and his daughter had traveled to the Brahma-loka thousands of years had passed on Earth, and thus Kakudmi’s daughter’s suitors on Earth were long since deceased, and in fact Kakudmi’s kingdom and family on Earth were gone and entirely forgotten.  Upon their return to Earth, Lord Brahma said that they would find that Krishna and Balarama were living there, and that Balarama would make a worthy husband for Revati.  According to Einstein’s theory, travel at near the speed of light causes more time to pass at the location departed than for the travelers, and thus this ancient Hindu time travel story clearly indicates that such an understanding of spacetime was known and evinced thousands of years before the Theory of Relativity was “discovered.”

Hindu philosopher Kaṇāda (circa 6th-2nd century BCE) expounded the idea of the atom, Sanskrit aNu, and posited subatomic particles as paramANu, long before John Dalton presented his theories, and likely at least a few hundred years before Democritus.  In his translation of the Vaiśeṣika Sūtra.  Subhash Kak touts Kaṇāda as the greatest physicist of antiquity.​[xix]  Kaṇāda incorporated his physics “with the concept of Atman (soul, Self) to develop a non-theistic means to moksha [liberation].”​[xx]  According to Kaṇāda’s atomic theory,




The union of two atoms forms a double or binary molecule, called “Dwinuka”. According to theory proposed by Kanada, Dwinuka would have similar properties as of the original parmanu (atoms). He also stated that the combinations of different type of atoms result in a non-identical molecule that could chemically change a component in the presence of specific factors such as heat — for example, change in color of utensils made of mud when they are heated.


...


While Kanada’s atom was 700 times bigger than what we know today, conceptualizing such small sizes 2,500 years back without the aid of modern scientific instruments is a remarkable feat.​[xxi]
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The size of an atom was not so accurately estimated in European science until the late 19th/ to early 20th century.  To delve further into the theories of this ancient Hindu philosopher/physicist so little known or recognized in the “Western world,” see Subhash Kak’s Matter and Mind: The Vaisheshika Sutra of Kanada.​[xxii] 

An 8th century BCE treatise by Baudhāyana expounded the Pythagorean theorem two hundred years before Pythagoras, as well as predating a number of supposed firsts from the Greek philosophers and mathematicians.  Greek philosophy, mathematics and language all owe a significant debt to India, as does the world generally.  From an article titled “How Pythagoras’ quest for Indian knowledge set the trend for Greek fathers of everything,” Sahana Singh notes,


Many Hindu rituals required the construction of altars of different shapes but of the same area or of the same shapes but different areas. Sometimes, the rituals required altars that were a summation of areas of other altars. All this meant that lines or arcs had to be drawn, bisected, trisected, divided into segments and so on. Geometry, spherical trigonometry, algebra, arithmetic, calculus — the way of life of the ritualistic Hindus was literally the playing out of mathematics. There was no divide between religion and science — each one led to the other in the most integrated manner for thousands of years.




Baudhayana also calculated the value of pi and gave a formula for the square root of 2 which is accurate to five decimal places [emphasis added]. His other theorems postulate what might seem obvious today but the Western world at the time had not yet become cognizant of it. For example, Baudhayana said the diagonals of a rectangle bisect each other, the diagonals of a rhombus bisect each other at right angles, the area of a square formed by joining the middle points of a square is half of the original square and the midpoints of a rectangle when joined together...​[xxiii]
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The Surya Siddhanta is an ancient astronomical treatise that according to tradition was given to Maya by Surya at the end of the Satya Yuga, and as repeated in oral form issues from at least to the 1st or 2nd millennium BCE, else perhaps as anciently as 12000 BCE according to certain interpretations of celestial events recorded therein.  Based on the acknowledged extant texts and revisions related to astronomical variables, the current accepted version dates to the 4th or 5th century CE, and at the latest the 6th century CE.  This treatise touts the Earth's diameter to be 8,000 miles, quite close to the current figure, 7,928 miles, the diameter of the Moon as 2,400 miles, likewise nigh the current estimation of 2,160, and the distance between the Earth and the Moon as 258,000 miles, whereas that distance is currently known to vary between 221,500–252,700 miles.​[xxiv]  This extraordinary ancient treatise also figures the diameter of a number of other planets to a significant degree of precision, something not determined in the European scientific tradition until the 17th century and thereafter.




The estimate for the diameter of Mercury is 3,008 miles, an error of less than 1% from the currently accepted diameter of 3,032 miles. It estimates the diameter of Saturn as 73,882 miles, which is just short by an error of less than 1% from the currently accepted diameter of 74,580. Its estimate for the diameter of Mars is 3,772 miles, which has an error within 11% of the currently accepted diameter of 4,218 miles.​[xxv]  




Hinduism has anciently touted that there are 8.4 million species of creatures on Earth.  By the current estimates of modern science, there are approximately 8.7 million species on Earth.  According to the tellings in the Puranas, every jiva (individual soul) lives life as every species on the planet, literally saying that everyone takes rebirth through “84 lakh yonis” (84 hundred-thousand wombs/sources/mothers), before taking birth as a human and having the opportunity for liberation from death and rebirth. This correlation is far from insignificant.  That the Puranic telling is so close to modern science’s estimation of the total number of species on Earth, with less than a four percent difference between those estimations, ought to tell us that indeed the ancient Hindu knowledges of the world veritably preceded the modern scientific reckonings by thousands of years in any number of historical “firsts” in the history of science. Insofar as this particular measurement is concerned, I am rather more inclined to accept the ancient Hindu reckoning of 8.4 million kinds of creatures existing on Earth, as that number must have come from a source beyond mere estimations and formulas, beyond the educated guesses of whatever scholar or pundit.  Otherwise, the Hindu figure would be much farther from modern science’s well-reasoned calculations and conjectures of about 8.7 million species, if ‘twere mere mystical or religious fancy and not veritable knowledge or “good science” that came up with that figure.  The Hindu figure of 84 lakh/8.4 million species on earth is found in the Padma Purana,​[xxvi] issues from at least 1500 years ago, and in the currently academically accepted form is at the very least 300 to 400 years old.

With so many well documented cases of the means and methods of mysticism and “religious” constructions—which cannot be separated from the myths and mythological constructs and contexts, nor from the scientific knowledge they betray—proving an effective and veritable means to find valid answers to important questions, answers that are often enough directly verified by significant scrutiny employing academia approved scientific methodology and appropriate skepticism, why should a scientist, and in the case of the person presenting the queries and theories being proffered in this text, a theorist trained in the social sciences, not utilize sources and informants that are “mystical” or “mythical” or even “religious” in nature?  Should the historian only employ theories and sources that are officially sanctioned by the academy?  accepted by the discipline and generally already well enough picked through for any significant morsels of meaning?  Is it not valid, if not requisite for an anthropologist to “go native” to a certain degree to gain legitimate insight into the people and culture she or he is studying?  Without integrous unity or resonance with and between the observer and the object and subject of inquiry, and without simultaneously maintaining critical non-attachment both to that which is studied and to the officially accepted academic dogma, the scientist is likely only writing to please peers and the system, not to gain legitimate and meaningful insight into whatever people or events or phenomena, and might do better to choose a career as an accountant than as a scientist.  To be a scientist requires vision, a willingness to see beyond even the very well-established parameters of whatever discipline of inquiry, to be able to see what really is veritable, “true,” beyond both religious and scientific dogma. 

Nearly any significant advances in nigh any field of study and inquiry are made by those who push the envelope of accepted discourse and methodology.  Not to say that those officially sanctioned methods or discourses do not maintain validity and relevance, to whatever degree, but they rarely bring the sort of revolutionary or paradigm-shattering breakthroughs that Einstein's childhood dream of General Relativity did, or that amateur archaeologist Heinrich Schliemann's search for the mythical city of Troy did prove, as he did indeed identify the ruins thereof by following the mythological accounts in Homer's Iliad as his guide, and the which has been further verified by researchers up to current times.​[xxvii]

My own experiences and searches which led me to the understandings and insights presented in the following text and those mental processes which granted this student of history and religion access to ancient memories and hidden histories that happen to be exceedingly relevant to the world stage right now, these conceptualizations or even revelations granted came to this thinker by means rather far from the normal and academy-sanctioned processes of historiography, of properly “writing history.”  Though I would stop short of claiming that the theories I am presenting in this text came to me via “channeled sources,” the approaches and processes of thought employed to delve into these seminal religio-historical questions and which led me to the following paradigm-shattering conclusions were often enough approaches and processes that are positively shamanistic.  

Some of the most radical ideas I have come to, such as that the Hebrew God “Yahweh” is a refiguration of Deva Yama, him who is known as the Lord of Death and Hell and Judge of the Dead to much of Asia, in concert with his friend and priest “Yahva” Agni, and that Jesus Christ was an Avatar of Aadhi Maha Shasta, the Protector of Created Beings, who was born as Son of Shiva and Vishnu this one time when Vishnu (Who is generally a Dude) transformed Himself into a Goddess named Devi Mohini, “Goddess Enchantress” . . . these quite radical ideas came to me when sitting aboard my sailboat on the Hudson and in my hometown of Laramie, Wyoming, on the road or elsewhere in solitude, chanting mantras and smoking cannabis and hash and sometimes smoking and/or otherwise ingesting sacred Dhatura and eating psychedelic mushrooms and LSD, contemplating and allowing my imagination to flow as I pondered those historical and religious issues and questions which seem to most vex the world today.  In these “altered states,” as well as in other meditative and trance states and giving place to unfettered imaginings, spells were broken that were seemingly spun to prevent people from putting two and two together, to keep separate the stories of “East” and “West,” “us” and “them,” etc., so the status quo mythology might prevail despite its dysfunctions and lack of historical integrity.  Sometimes it is necessary to radically shift one’s conceptual framework to see beyond the prevailing constructions of “truth” to find the veracity of oneself and of society, history, and of reality generally.

In the many years have passed since my time as a Southern Baptist preacher, I have come to realize that I chanced to live as one of those folks for a number of years so I might have an understanding of their particular pathos, that I might, for a time, share in their reality in order to later accomplish this critical task with empathy and compassion for those who are under that particular spell.  For one who was raised a Hindu to criticize Christianity and the Abrahamic religions generally in a volume such as this would not ring so true to the reader as for one who lived as one of the Christians’ ministers to pen such an exposé.  In retrospect I perceive my time with the Baptists and other Christians was not unlike doing anthropological fieldwork and “going native” for a time that I might understand where they are coming from, and might continue to love and respect those folk when it came time to write this rather radical religious history, as well as to grant my words the authority of one who knows the Christian/Abrahamic perspective from the inside and out.  I do not mean to cast those folk, friends and family, as mere “subjects,” mind you.  Rather I see them as fellow dancers and players, as partners in the nata and lila (Sanskrit “dance and play”), costars in whatever scenes and acts to be played out with other souls in shared karma and dharma (action and duty).  No actor is, in truth, merely whatever role he or she is playing in any given life lived, as in one life someone might be born to a Christian family, and in the next life lived that same individual soul (jiva) might be raised by a Hindu, Muslim or atheist family, etc.  Never judge a book by its cover, nor an individual by her or his family or culture, occupation or religion.  Love thy neighbor as thy Self, as another expression of the Divine at play in the grand play of life on Earth.

I might and ought also tell that the conceptualizations of these radical theories were themselves but a part of my quest for transcendental love, very much experientially couched in my love affairs with many extraordinary and beautiful women, in my dance with various lovers and beloveds who after a certain point in my spiritual pilgrimage I began to see as expressions if not Avatars of Devi, of Shakti, the Divine Feminine, of the Goddess Mother of the Universe, else at least as other ancient and divine players who I may well have known in some past life, and as gurus, each in her own way, leading me to the answers to those “deep questions” that I was seeking and to an inner balance, and most of all towards tatvanam, “the end of love-longing,” rather like Siddhartha's courtesan lover in Hesse's book.  Or perhaps as Erwin Schrödinger noted of the understandings of Vedanta regarding the mystical union of the individual with the Divine, 


To Western ideology the thought has remained a stranger, in spite of Schopenhauer and others who stood for it and in spite of those true lovers who, as they look into each other's eyes, become aware that their thought and their joy are numerically one - not merely similar or identical; but they, as a rule, are emotionally too busy to indulge in clear thinking, which respect they very much resemble the mystic.​[xxviii]



By gazing at and into the play of words and language and mythology and personal experience, both academically/intellectually and in meditation and contemplations and imaginings, I came to realize many parallels betwixt the mythology of Shiva and my own practices, path and pilgrimage, and thus I began to strongly identify with the archetypal person of Shiva, the Wildman God, if later giving more due attention to the Person of Hari, Deva Vishnu, and in devotions, to Devi Shakti.  In fanciful musings I thus imagined my was-wife, Holly Kay, as an expression of Kali Ma (if in a rather light-skinned form) or as a multiform expression of Parvati, most aptly as Skandamata, the Protector of Children, as our son together born as Kieran Drew Archer was conceived on the edge of a waterbed (please pardon the indiscretion, but I do recall rather succinctly the moment of conception), quite analogous to Skanda/Kartikeya having been conceived and born on the edge of the Ganges River, and so I considered that Kieran Drew’s conception was rather evocative of the story of the advent of Kartikeya.  His birth-name, Kieran Drew Archer, does convey vague phonetic similarity to the name Kartikeya, further fitting that particular mythic musing.  Holly is now Holly Wood, and was for a time the assistant principal at the high school where we both graduated, and is currently principal at the elementary school there.  By the time Drew and I got to know each other, a few years ago, he already had “Be Here Now,” the title of Ram Dass’s famed book, tattooed on his shoulder, though at the time only knew of said saying from a rapper’s use of that iconic phrase.  

Those “head trips” about my ex-wife and son helped lead me to consider that the story of Kartikeya's trip around the world on a race against His brother Ganesha might have been more than merely a mythic figuration.  Indeed, evinced by a number of uncannily analogous gods, myths and terms found around the world, from the Zulu Unkulunkulu (born in a bed of reeds, like Kartikeya) to Quetzalcoatl and Kukulkan of ancient American mythology, a bearded traveler from across the ocean to the east, to the names Scandinavia and Skanda  (another of war god Kartikeya's names), to the Polynesian myth of the bearded light-skinned god who arrived on a ship and introduced them to the kumara (the sweet potato, and also one of Kartikeya's names), it seems not unlikely that these myths might be memories of an actual voyage around the world by a real person/god that is recorded for posterity in several ancient mythologies.

Though I do respect and appreciate the rigors of the scientific method and the practices of the various academy sanctioned disciplines (as have developed rather recently by the scale of even recorded history, mind you), and of course and specifically I do value the valid methods and good guidelines granted by academic standards of historiography, anthropology and religious studies, a little “magic,” else an invocation of “the Divine,” might be in fact required in order for some truths to be revealed, perhaps even magic words like an ancient mantra intoned else perhaps a sacred plant ritually imbibed to invite the appropriate vision.  Sometimes the best sources, means and modes for finding the relevant facts and truths sought are to be found outside of those the academy might be inclined to sanction, sources and knowledges that cannot readily be clinically controlled or replicated and which are too often rejected by “the Official” for telling a different story than the academy proffers.  Among these evidences and sources often eschewed by the academy certainly includes mythology, despite the fact that often enough myths are the ONLY somewhat discernible record of “the what happened” in archaic times.

These things noted, the approach I have taken in the following chapters is obviously not to offer a conventional religious history.  Rather, I am approaching these very serious and in fact pivotal religious and historical questions as a mystic or perhaps as a shaman, a sorcerer or seer, as much as I am approaching these questions as someone trained in the academic discipline(s) of history/cultural history/religious studies—at least according to the rather limited purview and parameters proffered by academia as these have developed and solidified over the past few centuries.  I shall endeavor to do my best to take the good advice and example from the official academy-sanctioned methods and standards insofar as these do not prove unnecessary obstacles to uncovering the truth, both historical and religious, that I am herein endeavoring to make known.  I will not suffer the limitations of traditional historiography where these would limit my access to concepts and considerations and in some cases sources that the institution has deemed “unthinkable” or “useless”—sometimes for rather nefarious or at least questionable reasons.  


Ever since Herodotus decreed that his duty as a historian was not to pass judgement on the foundational stories he had heard from Egyptians, but only to relate them faithfully, the debate on the use and abuse of myths in historiography has never been safely laid to rest.  What Herodotus intimated has since become a truism: that in order to know what the Egyptians really are, the historian must know what they really believe in.​[xxix]
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These caveats noted, if you continue to read this treatise, don't expect too succinct of academy acceptable formulas nor too overly rigorous of research and documentation, as I have been out of the “ivory tower” and into the world of the mystical for quite some time.  At least at the time of composing this portion of this treatise I don't have access to even the University of Wyoming's Coe Library, let alone to the very relevant collections at the Regenstein in Chicago or other sizeable academic library, due both to COVID-19 restrictions and limited funding.  Though I recognize many academics will likely scoff at some of my sources, as I am certainly using Wikipedia far more than a proper academic treatise ought and refer to some sources the academy has or would likely deem “fringe” or discount by some other ad hominem epithet logical fallacy, as I do rely on the tellings of ancient Hindu “myths” as conveying veritable historical information if rightly read.  Name-calling is not valid criticism, after all.  I would nonetheless reply that I am not making pretense that this is a scholarly work as per the expectations of the academy, though I do employ some of the methods, means and modes as well as processes of thought I did learn from my time in the university, and nonetheless would duly note that many sources and theories are often rejected by the academic establishment merely because they significantly disagree with the prevailing and officially sanctioned theories.  The methods of the academy/university are generally valid, but the limits they place on discourse, on what questions and evidences are “legitimate conversation,” are often very much politically and ideologically imbued and sullied, ifn’t clearly motivated by colonialist, racist, sectarian and even sexist motives.

I also refer readers to YouTube videos and documentaries and make a number of pop-culture references, as many of my assumed readers are more inclined to watch a video than to checkout an academic work from their local or regional university library, and are more likely to have watched the movie than to have read the book, so to speak.  Some of the websites and other sources I quote are certainly not academy sanctioned as “trustworthy sources,” though this is certainly to some significant degree because some of these sources are proposing or evincing theories that the academy has determined to be anathema to their program.  No one who is part of the institutional apparatus would dare try to publish a paper contending that there were Hindu colonists or coreligionists in the pre-Columbian Americas, for example, or that Abraham was an apostate Hindu, at least not if she/he has a wish to be published by a “reputable journal” and to keep her/his funding or job.  Even academics in India are still too prone to accept the Orientalists' (European and American) tellings of who and what the Indians were and are, and who and what they were and are not.  When seeking the truths that differ significantly from “the Official” version of things, “fringe” sources are often much if not all of what the researcher has at his or her disposal.

As a brief aside, I ought also note that I do, quite intentionally, repeat various statements and quotes on a number of occasions in the following text.  This is both because some of these chapters started out as blog posts, and thus contain some of the same background information, and also as repetition helps the reader to actually grasp the gravity of some of the paradigm-shattering statements I am making.  I have also crafted this book, as I did with my self-published travel narrative Memories and Musings of a Post-Postmodern Nomadic Mystic Madman, so that each individual chapter can be read on its own without the reader having read the preceding chapters, as many ifn’t most people are not necessarily prone to read a book in its entirety, so each chapter is complete in regard to whatever topic (or in the case of my travel narratives, whatever account is recounted) on its own.  I have also used a rather hodge-podge system of notation, employing endnotes as well as using parenthetical notation for scripture references, whether Hindu, Hebrew, Christian or Muslim, as especially my readers coming from a Christian perspective are accustomed to such and can thus immediately pick up their Bibles to examine those references in relation to my contentions, i.e., to help them to connect their own religious experiences to these alternate points of view. 

I do rely on a great many “untested” etymological connections of words and placenames, and will issue the caveat that a small number of the likely Sanskrit etymologies I suggest in a number of lists of likely cognates and roots may end up well enough debunked.  I haven’t done an exhaustive search for possible alternate explanations regarding the verity of every possible cognate or related term or placename that I suggest, so a few of those suggestions may fall short under scrutiny, but this shall certainly not outweigh the plethora of veritable cognates and other linguistic connections the lists do correctly identify.  Statistically, the evidence that I present regarding these academically unpopular connections between seemingly disparate peoples and languages, sometimes even separated by oceans, is quite solid.  Nonetheless, as I am not at all trained in the university-sanctioned methods and practices of linguistics as a discipline, I would thus call the forthcoming lists of cognates and similar placenames a simple "word study.”  That is, I’m simply looking for words and locales from distant lands, sometimes separated by oceans, that sound alike and that also have the same or similar meaning, and then making conjectures, “well-educated guesses,” on how those correlations might have come about.  I also intend this volume to be a resource for those seeking the same ancient global connections that I have uncovered, and thus I have included a broad range of possible namesakes and cognates that I am supposing might prove valuable for researchers endeavoring to mete out these strands of the historical narrative which the establishment has generally eschewed. 

Also, I ought issue a caveat regarding my use of the word “myth” and derivative terms.  The Sanskrit origin of the word myth is mithyA, which means “false”:


mithyA    invertedly, contrarily, incorrectly, wrongly, improperly . . . to pronounce a word wrongly...falsely, deceitfully, untruly...​[xxx]
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I am (somewhat to my chagrin) employing the later definition of the word “myth” that is derived from the Latin and Greek usage that means “traditional story,” rather than the Sanskrit derived definition, “false belief or idea,” despite my general preference for the most ancient and abiding definitions and meanings available.  From the Google/Oxford Languages definition of “myth”:


1. a traditional story, especially one concerning the early history of a people or explaining some natural or social phenomenon, and typically involving supernatural beings or events.


2. a widely held but false belief or idea.​[xxxi]
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I might also note, I am rather anxious to introduce these theories into the public discourse as soon as I might without spending the many years would be required to research and compose a proper and thorough academic treatise(s) on the subjects at hand.  To introduce the theory that Jesus’s original Divine Mother was Vishnu as a Transsexual, whether holding up to scrutiny or no, is certainly timely, as LGBTQ mothers and fathers are duly gaining acceptance in society, and such a theory offers a glimpse of an established mythos that has embraced the fluidity of gender since ancient times.  These theories themselves, well enough presented, ought immediately prove provocative and evocative enough to inspire others to further consider and research these intriguing and curious clues and very relevant and timely theories to be presented in the following.  

Do expect ideas that are so radical to the official line and overtly popularly accepted notions that the mere suggestions offered—well enough evinced by the texts and contexts referenced and well enough documented—ought to compel the reader to seriously question much of the official history of the most recent 5,000+ years.  The ideas herein presented, even without any documentation, ought challenge readers to seriously question the version of history and religion they've always been taught, and should press any inquiring mind towards further inquiries and legitimate questions regarding the official and popular renderings of the history of the world and “story of God and man.”

In spite of worthy and indispensable efforts to bring another moment in history alive and to possess it, a clairvoyant history should admit that it never completely escapes from the nature of myth.

Claude Lévi-Strauss, “Overture” to The Raw and the Cooked​[xxxii]

brahman n. (lit. `\" growth \"\' , `\" expansion \"\' , `\" evolution \"\' , `\" development \"\' `\" swelling of the spirit or soul \"\' ... pious effusion or utterance, outpouring of the heart in worshipping the gods, prayer RV. AV. VS. TS.; the sacred word (as opp. to %{vAc}, the word of man), the Veda, a sacred text, a text or Mantra used as a spell ... the Brahmana portion of the Veda ... the sacred syllable Om [AUM] ... religious or spiritual knowledge (opp. to religious observances and bodily mortification such as %{tapas} &c.) ... holy life (esp. continence , chastity ... m.) the Brahma[n] or one self-existent impersonal Spirit, the one universal Soul (or one divine essence and source from which all created things emanate or with which they are identified and to which they return), the Self-existent, the Absolute, the Eternal (not generally an object of worship but rather of meditation and-knowledge ... n. the class of men who are the repositories and communicators of sacred knowledge, the Brahmanical caste as a body (rarely an individual Brahman) ... food ... wealth ... final emancipation L. ; m. (%{brahman}) , one who Prays, a devot or religious man , a Brahman who is a knower of Vedic texts or spells, one versed in sacred knowledge ... Brahma or the one impersonal universal Spirit manifested as a personal Creator and as the first of the triad of personal gods (= %{prajA-pati} q.v. ; he never appears to have become an object of general worship, though he has two temples in India ... his wife is Sarasvati ... an inhabitant of Brahma's heaven Jatakam; the sun; N. of Siva.​[xxxiii]
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Abrahman (अब्रह्मन्).—Not accompanied by devotion; wanting in sacred or divine knowledge ... Separated from or devoid of Brāhmaṇas ... Not accompanied by devotion; wanting in sacred or divine knowledge ... Separated from or devoid of Brāhmaṇas ... adj. without Brāhmaṇas ... Abrahman is a Sanskrit compound consisting of the terms a and brahman (ब्रह्मन्) ... no Brahman; adj. without Brahmans or prayers ... not a brahman ... without devotion (brahman), [Ṛg-veda]... without Brāhmans ... not the brahman ... Without hymns, unaccompanied by hymns (as libations) ... Not having the bliss of wisdom (comp. abrahmatā). ... Without Brāhmaṇas​[xxxiv]

a. 1 Not accompanied by devotion; wanting in sacred or divine knowledge. 2 Separated from or devoid of Brāhmaṇas...a. not knowing Brahman or the Supreme Spirit.​[xxxv]

Advaita mfn. destitute of duality, having no duplicate ... peerless; sole, unique; epithet of Vishnu ... n. non-duality; identity of Brahman or of the Paramatman or supreme soul with the Jivatman or human soul; identity of spirit and matter; the ultimate truth; title of an Upanishad; (%{ena}) ind. solely.​[xxxvi]
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dvaita n. (fr. 1. %{dvi-tA}) duality, duplicity, dualism ... doubt​[xxxvii]
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Introduction
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Imagine living in a world where many “Theists” look to someone who was called “Atheist” as their “Father,” and who worship a god who their ancestors knew as the Lord of Death and Hell.  Imagine a religious construction that endeavors to make the world believe that the God of Nature, the God of the ancient ancestors, is “the Evil One,” the supposed source of all evil.  Imagine a system that is based on a rejection and sometimes even intentional inversion of the wisdoms and knowledges and even rituals of the ancestors, a novel system that was thus, at its inception, based on presenting something of an antithesis of those ancient knowledges passed down over the ages.  Imagine a view of the world which sees everyone who is not of their particular way of belief or practice (or do not convert to their group) as a lesser sort of being than those of their own group, as not “chosen,” and perhaps even bound to go to “Hell” else to some lesser eternal destination than the self-entitled so-called “chosen” do.  This revolt against the ancient order then proceeded to obscure or destroy all evidences of what understandings and teachings came before them which could not be readily incorporated into their new system of belief, obviously out of a profound insecurity at their rebellion against the ancient ways, an endeavor that sought to literally flip the paradigm and faith of the ancient ancestors upside-down.  

Over the course of centuries, this paradigm based on the systematic rejection and symbolic opposition to the ancient ways ironically developed rather as would be predicted by the old paradigm, and in fact over time developed into multiple religions which, perhaps despite themselves, very much seem in some guise or other to mirror or mimic the constructions of the ancient ancestors which were rejected by their patriarch so long before.  These religions that developed from an opposition to and inversion of the ancient ways became so bound to playing the role of “the opposition” that they soon began to seek other opponents, to view so many “others” as enemies, and even to create divisions amongst their own and then to fight against one another, as their base modus operandi was rooted in being against something or someone.  Identities constructed via conflict tend to continue to understand themselves in terms of opposition, certainly to the detriment of their own well-being and to the well-being of others and not unlikely to their own self-destruction.

If it isn't obvious, the patriarch I am referring to is Abraham, who a number of ancient and recent historians and thinkers including Aristotle, Megasthenes, Flavius Josephus, Clearchus of Soli, Voltaire and Godfrey Higgins believed was originally a “Hindu” or “of the philosophers of India,” and the religions I am referring to are the “Abrahamic religions,” Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  It seems very likely thus, assuming the aforementioned assertions of those thinkers is valid, that Abraham's name is derived from the Sanskrit word Abrahman which translates as “unfaithful one” or literally as “atheist,” corresponding to the tellings of the Old Testament which clearly acknowledge that Abraham's father “worshiped other gods,” and that thus Abraham was an “unfaithful one” to his ancestral religion, an “atheist” to his father’s Gods.  

If indeed Abraham was an apostate “Hindu”—as again and to reiterate, the Torah/Old Testament acknowledges that Abraham's father/ancestors worshiped other gods—it seems very likely that the original name given Abram by his god “Yahweh” was actually “Abrahman,” a Sanskrit word meaning “unfaithful one,” or literally “atheist.”  In Sanskrit, Abrahm means “ind. up to or including Brahman [“God”],”​[xxxviii] likely indicating Abram was originally of the brahmin (priestly) caste.  Abrahman means “one who does not know or rejects brahman/the Universal Divine.”  The Hebrew “Yahweh” is thus very likely in actuality (else was at least derived from) him who Hinduism and much of Asia figure as Deva (God/god) Yama, the Lord of Death and Hell and Judge of the Dead, in concert with his priest and friend Lord Agni the God of Fire, who is called “Yahva” in the Rig Veda, the oldest scriptures of any extant religion, as Yama is put in charge of those who are Abrahman.

According to the teachings of sanAtana dharma, those who do not know or who reject brahman (the Universal Divine Self/Nature/“God”/the Oneness of Being), i.e., those who are “Abrahman,” therefore place themselves under the authority of Deva (god) Yama.  Lord Yama was himself a mortal who was “the first to have died,” and thus the Devas made him to be one of Them, gave him title as the “Lord of Death and Hell and Judge of the Dead,” and charge over those mortals who do not know or reject brahman/the Guru/“God”/Nature/Being, over those who are Abrahman.  For someone who was mortal, “a human,” to be made the Judge of deceased mortals exhibits the equity of the Devas, who chose one who had lived a mortal life to fairly judge other mortals’ actions.  Yama also presides over the hell realm known as Naraka-Loka and over the heaven realm called Pitṛloka (“Fathers/Ancestors-Location,” the heaven realm of the ancestors).  Again, Yama’s friend and priest, Deva Agni, the god of fire, is called “yahva” (“active”) in the Rig Veda, a collection of sacred songs intoned for thousands of years before inscribed in writing and from long before Abraham’s lifetime—despite Eurocentric scholarship endeavoring to deny the genuine antiquity of “Hinduism” by claiming a rather recent date to the introduction of the Vedas.



Sanskrit yahva mf(%{I4}) n. restless, swift, active (applied to Agni, Indra and Soma) RV.; continually moving or flowing (applied to the waters) ib. (= %{mahat} Sa1y.); m. = %{yajamAna}, a sacrificer Un2. i, 134 Sch.; (%{I}) f. du. heaven and earth RV.; pl. the flowing waters (with %{sapta}, `\" the seven great rivers \"\')

Yahva (यह्व).—a. Ved. 1) Great, powerful. 2) Active, restless, continually moving. -m. An employer of priests for sacrifices

Yahva (यह्व).—m. (-hvaḥ) A sacrificer, an institutor of sacrifices.​[xxxix]



Exemplary of the Abrahamic/Abrahmanic religions’ propensity for and addiction to conflict, the Hebrew word satan translates as “adversary,” and though at first did not refer to a supernatural entity, became an overarching evil being hundreds of years after Abraham’s time via a Zoroastrian influence.  The elevation of “the adversary” to a transcendent evil enemy is emblematic of the dualistic basis and proclivities of the Abrahamic religions, of their quite sick need for an enemy, as an addiction or crutch.  “The Devil” is derived from the Zoroastrian daeva (“demon”), an inversion of the Sanskrit/Hindu designation Deva/Devi (“God/Goddess”), as the Zoroastrian religion had developed in opposition to the Vedic religion and the Devas, as the Abrahamic religions did.  Rather ironically, Deva is in fact root to a number of European names for “God” (Latvian Dievs, Lithuanian Dievas, Latin Deus, Italian Dio, Spanish Dios, Portuguese Deus, French Dieu, Corsican Diu, Catalan Deu, Welsh Duw, Irish Dia, Old Irish Dé and Greek Theos), as well as being root to the term “Devil” via the Zoroastrian daeva.

That the Hebrew language and tradition changed the pronunciation and meaning and even the supposed etymology of the names/designations Abrahman to “Abraham,” Yama/yahva Agni to “Yahweh,” satan as a general term for “accuser or adversary” (likely from/related to the Sanskrit sapatna m. a rival, adversary, enemy RV​[xl] [Rig Veda]) to a proper name designating “The Evil One,” and Deva (“God”) to “the Devil” is scarce a stretch at all.  Consider the Hebrew word babel.  Though originally derived from the Akkadian bab-ili, “the Gate of God,” the Hebrew language claims the word babel as designating “confusion,” conflated with the similar sounding Hebrew word balal.​[xli]  Often as words from other tongues are incorporated into a given language the original meaning is changed to suit the new context and mythology, sometimes only leaving a phonetic skeleton of the original word—something to keep in mind as I examine European, African and American placenames and terms in relation to Sanskrit and other ancient Indian languages and placenames in later pages.  

Also of note, the Hebrew name for their god “El” is cognate to the Tamil word el.  The Hebrew word El (אל) comes from a Semitic root word meaning "might, strength, power"​[xlii] or “god.”  Though not a “Semitic” language, the Tamil usage is not unlikely the most ancient rendering of the word “el” in said guise:  Tamil “el   1. lustre, splendour, light; 2. sun; 3. sunshine; 4. day time; 5. day of 24 hours; 6. vehemence; strength.”​[xliii]  The term “Jew” comes from the Hebrew word Yehudhi, as the tribe of “Judah” is pronounced “Yĕhūdhī” ("thanksgiving" or "praise") in Hebrew, and is thus likely derived from the Sanskrit juhoti (“burnt oblations, sacrifice, a wish to sacrifice”​[xliv]).  Fire sacrifice was central to the Hebrew religion before their temples were destroyed.  The Hebrew and specifically the Kabalistic tradition attributes the feminine aspects of the divine to Shekinah, rather obviously related to and however directly derived from the Sanskrit Shakti, the Feminine Divine/Goddess/“Power.”  And to reiterate, the Hebrew “Yahweh” is almost certainly derived from or closely related to the Sanskrit yahva.  And thus the Jewish people are shown to be directly related to—or even apostate to—the more ancient and abiding traditions of sanAtana dharma, aka “Hinduism.”

Regardless of the particulars of his break with the ways of his father and ancestors, Abraham's move to Palestine was part of a greater migration of the people out of Indus Valley/Saraswati Civilization and its periphery generally during that period of time, a civilization that more and more evidence indicates was Vedic, i.e., “Hindu.”  Abraham and his tribe were likely part of a community of Indus Valley/Sarasvati/Indian merchants that had lived in “Ur of the Chaldees” for generations, and were almost certainly of the brahmins, the priestly and scholarly caste, whether or not “Ur of the Chaldese” is the Ur in Mesopotamia or no.  Mesopotamian Civilization had at most 1.5 million inhabitants at the time of Abraham, whereas Indus/Sarasvati Civilization had a population of over 5 million people at its peak, many of whom migrated out of the Sarasvati region from around 2000 BCE and thereafter, about the time Abraham and his tribe went west to Palestine.

I ought note, there are indeed some rather strong indications that the Ur mentioned in the Hebrew scriptures/Old Testament was not the Ur of the Euphrates delta, as the site identified as Ur in southeastern Iraq is in fact not “beyond the Euphrates” as touted in the Old Testament of “Ur of the Chaldees,” but is in fact on the same side of the Euphrates River as Palestine.  The name or prefix “Ur” was not uncommon in the place names of Asia at the time, and thus the Biblical “Ur of the Chaldees” might well have been a place called “Ur” that lay within the expanse of Indus Valley/Sarasvati Civilization or thereabout, somewhere actually “beyond the Euphrates.”  There is a city in northern Iran called Ur, actually “beyond the Euphrates,” that is inhabited to this day.  “Ur” in Tamil is defined as “1.going, riding; 2.village, town, city; 3.place; 4.resident population,”​[xlv] and is found in Sanskrit, Prakrit and Dravidian language inscriptions, often denoting placenames.  From the Tamil language definition:


Ūr.—(ASLV), the assembly of a non-Brāhmaṇa village, that of a Brāhmaṇa village being called sabhā or mahāsabhā. Note: ūr is defined in the “Indian epigraphical glossary” as it can be found on ancient inscriptions commonly written in Sanskrit, Prakrit or Dravidian languages.​[xlvi]



Nonetheless, regarding the place called Ur in modern-day Iraq (whether or not the Ur that was the original home of Abraham), the Seven Sages that the Sumerians touted brought them knowledge and science, the Apkallu, are quite analogous to the ancient Saptarishi (“Seven Sages”) of the Hindus.  The Sumerian myth tells that the Apkallu came to them from the sea, and thus by their use of “Ur” for the name of a number of cities in Mesopotamia (Ur, Uruk, Ura, Urayj, Ur Nasiriyah) it seems not unlikely that their “Seven Sages” were from a Tamil speaking region, i.e., South India or perhaps Sri Lanka.  Traditions of ancient India and the Sangams of South India are the only claims of an ancient civilization which might have existed before Akkadian and Sumerian civilization and would have been found anywhere in proximity to Mesopotamia’s only seashore, the Euphrates Delta, where that river’s flow meets the waters of the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean.  Indicative of the antiquity of Tamil nautical prowess, teak, sandalwood, spices and peacocks, all products from India or Southeast Asia, are mentioned in the Old Testament since the time of Solomon, and would likely have been conveyed to the Levant by Tamil merchant fleets. 

The Sumerian word apkallu means “wise, sage or expert,” likely related to the Tamil apicatan (Tamil apicAtan  1. worthy person; 2. wise man​[xlvii]).   The first of the Apkallu, him who emerged from the waters of the sea to teach the Mesopotamian people science and civilization, was known as Oannes/Uanna.  If the name Oannes/Uanna were by chance from an Indian language, the Sanskrit unmiS is phonetically quite close and would be a likely candidate (Sanskrit unmiS ... to open the eyes, draw up the eyelids ... to open (as eyes or buds) ... to come forth, rise, originate ... to shine forth, become brilliant​[xlviii]).  

Western scholarship has acknowledged that there is indeed some certain connection or affiliation between Tamil and the Mesopotamian languages, though most often claim the Mesopotamian as the more ancient source, as yet again, academia generally endeavors to claim the origins of civilization and culture to somewhere closer to Europe, and further from the dark-skinned, “polytheist” peoples of India.  Another example of this propensity to figure the source of good things to nearer to Europe is the case of “Damascus steel,” a high-quality steel that was actually manufactured in India as ukku steel since before 500 BCE, then shipped to Damascus to be fashioned into the legendary “Damascus steel” blades that were so coveted in Europe.  

Just this year, 2025, an excavation at a site nigh the tip of South India called Sivagali, Tamil Nadu, India uncovered a number of iron objects including knives, arrowheads, rings, chisels, axes, and swords, as well as various other evidences of iron smelting that date to 3,345 BCE, well over 5,000 years ago!!  This means the Iron Age started in India over two-thousand years before the Hittites were touted to have first worked with iron in Anatolia!!  Though as yet little acknowledged by the academy, a number of apparent gold-tipped ink pen pendants and kernoi ink wells were discovered at various Indus/Sarasvati Civilization sites from around 2500 BCE, only preceded by the rather primitive reed pens of Egypt which date to 3200 BCE, according to Dr. Srinivasan Kalyanaraman, the Chair of the Taksha Indic Sarasvati-Sindhu Civilization (TISSC) Center.​[xlix]  How slow “the West” is in acknowledging that “the East,” and especially Indian civilization, are very much our elders, if not our progenitors!
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Indus/Sarasvati ink pen pendant with Indus/Sarasvati script written thereupon with colored paint, and partial kernoi found at Mohenjo Dara with traces of iron oxide, a substance used as ink.​[l]  Thanks to Srinivasan Kalyanaraman for granting rights to reproduce the images above.  See Kalyanaraman’s voluminous work on the Indus/Sarasvati Civilization script at Academia.com for more insights on that ancient and mysterious civilizations’ script.
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As a glimmer of light in the academic study of Indian languages, despite the dark and dim colonialist past, a 12-volume etymological dictionary soon to be published by Oxford University Press is currently being composed to include some of the obvious Tamil contributions to the Indo-European languages, contributions that have heretofore been overlooked or rejected, largely  as British colonialism sought to divide and conquer India by fomenting the dichotomy of Sanskrit (and thus North India) vs Tamil (South India and the so-called “Dravidian languages”).  In light of the history of “divide and conquer” colonialism as pressed upon India and upon the academic study of India, I see this acknowledgement of Tamil as a significant contributor to the Indo-European languages as evidence that the good fruits of “critical theory” are at least beginning to influence the still Eurocentric academic establishment towards a more balanced and less colonialist and racist view of history and language, etc.

Mesopotamian sages were later rendered as human and were called Ummanu​[li] (wise, expert, craftsman or scholar​[lii]), very close to the Sanskrit sandhi (word combination) of um (Sanskrit um “a particle implying assent” or Tamil “um 1. connective particle implying ... speciality whether of superiority or inferiority​[liii]) plus manu (Sanskrit “manu   mfn. thinking, wise, intelligent ... m. `\" the thinking creature(?) \"\', man, mankind,”​[liv] root to the English word “man,” and is the name of the author of the “Code of Manu” who was also Hinduism’s “Noah”).  The name given the ancient Sumerian overlords/gods, the “Anunnaki” (also called “Anunna”), is very likely a sandhi (word combination) of the Sanskrit anUna (Sanskrit “anUna   mf(%{A}) n. or %{an-Unaka} [L.] mfn. not less, not inferior to (abl) Ragh.; whole, entire; having full power”​[lv]) and nakin (Sanskrit nakin m. `\" having (i.e. dwelling in) heaven \"\', a god”​[lvi]).  There are indeed many clues it may have been South Indians who anciently brought civilization to Mesopotamia, such as the Saptarishi “Seven Sages” rendered as the Apkallu “Seven Sages,” etc., else at least that their respective myths and cultures were closely related.​[lvii]  Variations of the Saptarishi, “The Seven Sages,” are also found in Chinese, Greek and Roman myths, as well as being likely root to the “Seven Archangels” of Judeo-Christian lore, the Seven Buddhas of Antiquity (Sanskrit saptatathāgata, one of which is called Kassapa, obviously derived from Kashyapa, among the most noted of the Hindu saptarishi) and very possibly echoed in Native American “Teachings of the Seven Grandfathers.”

[image: ]

Hindu Goddess Durga (also known as Isvari, “Goddess”) with lion,​[lviii] Sumerian Goddess Ishtar with lion​[lix] and Goddess Mother with two lions found at Çatalhöyük, Turkey (6000 BCE).​[lx]
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One of the most noted and certainly the most prolific of the Hindu Seven Sages is Kashyapa, him who is touted to be the father of the Adityas (which include Indra and the “12 Adityas,” Varuna, Parjanya, Mitra, Amsha, Pushan, Dhatri, Aryaman, Surya, Bhaga, Savitr, Vamana, and Vishnu), the Nagas, the Danavas and the Daityas and Maruts via his wives Aditi, Kadru, Danu and Diti, as well as various other peoples via his many wives.  Kashyapa is touted to be the namesake to Kashmir, the Caspian Sea, and is likely root to Kasyba, Lithuania; Kasyba, Latvia; Kasepää, Estonia; Kasupur Dulhar, Pakistan; Kaşībah, Iraq (mountain); Kasapet, Azerbaijan; Kaspi, Georgia; Kaspiysk, Dagestan, Russia; Kaszaper, Hungary; a number of placenames in Turkey starting with the prefix Kaşya; in the Americas as Cosapilla, Arica and Parinacota Region, Chile; Cerro Cosapilla a mountain in Chile; Cosapilla River, Chile; Kasapata Hills, Peru; Kashpi (mountain), Peru; more than one place called Cashapampa, Peru; and of course numerous placenames in India, such as Kasapuram, Andhra Pradesh, India; Kasyap Nagar, Uttar Pradesh, India; and Kasyali, Uttarakhand, India; and from Wikipedia, “Kashyapa means ‘turtle’ in Sanskrit.  According to Michael Witzel, the name Kashyapa is related to “Avestan kasiiapa, Sogdian kyšph, Kurdish kûsî, New Persian kašaf, kaš(a)p which mean ‘tortoise,’ after which Kashaf Rūd or a river in Turkmenistan and Khorasan is named.”​[lxi]  As noted above, the Buddhists have seemingly adopted and adapted Hinduism’s Kashyapa Muni (“monk”) and rendered him as Kassapa Buddha, the Buddha who anciently preceded the current Buddha, Gautama Buddha, one of the Buddhist Seven Buddhas of Antiquity, the saptatathāgata, obviously analogous to the Hindu Seven Sages, the saptarishi.

As discussed later, the word “naga” or various derivations thereof are found in placenames and words for snake globally and is related to the Nagas, the children of Kashyapa and Kadru.  The name used by Germans to describe themselves is “Deutsch,” quite phonetically close to Daityas, the children of Kashyapa and Diti.  The Old High German duitisc is very close to Daityas.  The Daityas, according to some Hindu tellings, migrated to the west from Kashmir and thereabouts, however many thousands of years ago.​[lxii] 

Deutsch/Dutch (adj.)


late 14c., of language, "German, non-Scandinavian continental Germanic," also as a noun, "a German language;" also in Duche-lond "Germany." By mid-15c. distinguished into Higher and Lower, and used after c. 1600 in the narrower sense "Hollanders, residents of the Netherlands." From Middle Dutch duutsch, from Old High German duitisc...​[lxiii]




Insofar as this identification of the German people, the Deutsch/duitisc, with the Daityas is veritable, there are indeed lessons therein to be learned from the Germans’ assumed identity as Daityas.  The Daityas are a tribe/race sometimes quite noble, as according to Hinduism at one time the Asuras generally were worshipped alongside the Devas, and at other times the Daityas and other Asuras were referred to as "demons."  Deutschland (Germany) has certainly displayed both posited ancestral traits in the last century: "demonic" as the Nazis, and since, Germany has become a progressive country with a good human rights record and even a strong Green Party (if I might acknowledge my own rather “liberal” political preference and perspective).  The Nazis were certainly not Arya /Aryans, by the way, not by any stretch of the imagination, as for the truly Arya (“a respectable or honourable or faithful man”), “the whole world is one family.” (Maha Upanishad 6.72)  

The choice thus proffered the German/Deutsch people would be, “Will we behave like our anciently touted noble kin, or like our kin who behaved like demons?”  I make this criticism as someone who is 1/4 German by blood, mind you, and might well have Daitya ancestry from other ancestral lines, even perhaps via my Native American ancestors.  Of placenames in Germany and nearby countries with Diti or Daitya or apparent derivations thereof within the appellations:  Dittishausen, Löffingen, Germany (“Dittis house”); Dittigheim, Tauberbischofsheim, Germany (“Ditti’s home”); Dittichenrode, Südharz, Germany (“Diti+little (-chen) + renowned (rode)); Daiting, Donau-Ries, Bavaria, Germany; Daitinger Forst, Donau-Ries, Bavaria, Germany (forest); Dittersdorf, Thuringia, Germany; Dittenheim, Bavaria, Germany; Dieteren, Netherlands; Deitingen, Switzerland; Ditting, Austria; and curiously, one Bavarian word for a pacifier is “ditti,”​[lxiv] very likely an ancient memory of the Deutsch people’s mother Diti, wife of the “Hindu” sage Kashyapa of Kashmir, India.  Analogous placenames in India: Ditiakheri, Rajasthan, India; Dityakhedi, Rajasthan, India; Daitari, Odisha, India; Dittu Nangal, Punjab, India.

The names Danu and Danava (children of Danu and Kashyapa) and derivations thereof are to be found in the names of the Danube River; the Danish; Dannenberg, Germany; Dannau, Germany; Danbury, England (Sanskrit Danu plus puri (town or river)); Dankovci, Slovenia; Danu, Moldova; Dantumadiel, Netherlands; Dannemeer, Schildwolde, Netherlands; Dannemeer Lake, Netherlands; Danevik, Sweden; Danebo, Sweden; Danushi, Albania; the Don River in Great Britain; Denham/Denuham/Danuham, England; Dunure Ayr, Scotland; Dunoon/Danunas, Scotland; and in Ireland in general, the people called the Tuatha Dé Danann were a magical people touted to be the children of Danu, an Irish progenitor goddess who was quite obviously the Danu that was Kashyapa’s wife in Kashmir (Tuatha “tribe/people,” Tamil tOTu, “collection, assemblage, crowd, cluster, bunch.”  Dé, “god/gods,” from Sanskrit Deva, “God.”  Danann, (Sanskrit Danava), the children of Danu, an Irish progenitor goddess who was almost certainly the same Danu that was wife of Kashyapa, the ancient Hindu sage of Kashmir).  The Greek people were called Dănăoí, “the Danaans, the Greeks,”​[lxv] and recorded as such by Homer.  A number of islands bear the name Dana Island, including Danna Island, UK; the ancient Mediterranean port Dana Island, Turkey (late Bronze Age, reportedly called Manavat by the locals.​[lxvi]  Sanskrit mAnavat  mfn. enjoying honour, rich in honour​[lxvii]); and Pulau Dana, Indonesia.  One of the tribes that
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