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Hello and welcome to this collection of short stories for English learners at B1 level.

In this Ebook  you will read stories about three friends — Ethel, Barry, and Tony as they explore everyday life, solve problems, and share new experiences together. Each story is designed to help you improve your listening skills and build your vocabulary in real-life situations.

After each story, you will see a list of key words and phrases, with clear explanations and examples. Then, you will be asked some comprehension questions to check your understanding. At the end, we’ll go through the questions again — with the answers.

You can read  the stories more than once to help you understand better. You can also pause and repeat parts if you want more time to think.

These stories are written for learners like you — people who already understand basic English and want to feel more confident with everyday language.

So find a comfortable place to sit,  and enjoy your journey with Ethel, Barry, and Tony.

Let’s begin.
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Story 1: The Lost Phone
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One rainy afternoon, Ethel, Barry, and Tony were sitting in a small café near the train station. They had planned to visit a museum, but the heavy rain changed their plans.

Ethel stirred her tea slowly. “I guess it’s not a good day for sightseeing.”

Barry looked out the window. “Definitely not. But this café is nice. It’s warm, and the coffee smells great.”

Tony didn’t reply. He was patting his pockets, frowning.

“What’s wrong?” asked Ethel.

“I think I lost my phone,” Tony said. “I had it when we got off the train. I remember checking the time.”

“Let’s retrace your steps,” Barry suggested. “Maybe it fell out of your pocket.”

They quickly paid the bill and left the café. The rain had stopped, but the ground was wet. They walked back to the train station, checking the pavement along the way.

At the station, they went to the information desk. Tony explained the situation.

“I’m afraid no one has handed in a phone today,” said the woman at the desk. “But you can leave your details in case someone brings it in later.”

Tony filled out a form and gave his number — Ethel’s number, actually, since he had no phone of his own now.

“I can call your phone,” Ethel offered. She took out her phone and dialed.

They all listened. At first, there was silence. Then they heard a faint buzzing sound nearby.

“It’s ringing!” said Barry.

They followed the sound. It led them to a bench just outside the station doors. There, under the bench, was Tony’s phone, slightly wet but still working.

Tony let out a long breath. “That’s a relief.”

Ethel laughed. “You’re lucky no one else found it.”

“Next time,” said Barry, “you should wear a jacket with a zip-up pocket.”

“Lesson learned,” Tony said, smiling.

They returned to the café for one more cup of tea — this time, feeling much more relaxed.

Now let’s look at the vocabulary with meanings and Examples used in this story. 

Stirred – mixed a liquid gently with a spoon.
She stirred her tea while thinking about what to say.
Sightseeing – visiting interesting places, especially as a tourist.
We wanted to go sightseeing, but the rain changed our plans.
Retrace your steps – go back the same way you came to find something.
I retraced my steps and found my keys in the park.
Pavement – the hard surface you walk on next to the road.
Be careful — the pavement is slippery when it rains.
Handed in – gave something lost or found to someone in charge.
Someone handed in my wallet at the front desk.
Faint – very quiet or hard to hear.
We heard a faint sound coming from the other room.
Buzzing – a low, continuous sound like a phone vibrating.
Her phone was buzzing inside her bag.
Relief – a feeling of comfort after worry or stress.
It was a relief to hear the good news.
Zip-up pocket – a pocket that closes with a zip.
Keep your passport in a zip-up pocket when you travel.

Now, answer  the Comprehension Questions and answer.

	Why didn’t the friends go to the museum?

	What made Tony worry in the café?

	What did the friends do after Tony said he lost his phone?

	Did anyone hand in the phone at the station?

	How did they find Tony’s phone?

	What was the phone doing when they heard it?

	Where exactly was the phone found?

	How did the friends feel at the end of the story?


How did you do? Check your answers here

	Why didn’t the friends go to the museum?
Because it was raining heavily.

	What made Tony worry in the café?
He realized he had lost his phone.

	What did the friends do after Tony said he lost his phone?
They retraced his steps and went back to the train station to look for it.

	Did anyone hand in the phone at the station?
No, no one had handed it in.

	How did they find Tony’s phone?
They heard it buzzing and followed the sound.

	What was the phone doing when they heard it?
It was ringing and buzzing faintly.

	Where exactly was the phone found?
It was under a bench just outside the station.

	How did the friends feel at the end of the story?
They felt relieved and more relaxed.
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Story 2: Trouble at the Market
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It was Sunday morning, and Ethel woke up early. She loved visiting the open-air market near the city centre. Barry and Tony agreed to meet her there at ten.

The market was always busy on weekends. There were colourful stalls selling fresh fruit, handmade jewellery, old books, and clothes. The smell of spices and roasted nuts filled the air.

Barry arrived first, holding a cloth bag and wearing a wide-brimmed hat. Tony followed a few minutes later, carrying his usual backpack and already munching on a pastry.

“Try this,” he said, offering Ethel a bite. “It’s full of cinnamon and almonds.”

They wandered through the rows of stalls, stopping to look at leather belts, paintings, and second-hand shoes. Ethel spent nearly twenty minutes at a stand selling hand-painted bowls.

“They're beautiful,” she said. “But too expensive.”

Just as they were about to leave, Tony noticed a crowd forming near the fruit section. A woman was shouting angrily. A man stood beside her, looking confused.

Ethel moved closer. “What’s going on?”

“She says someone took her wallet,” Barry said quietly. “She thinks that man stole it.”

“I don’t think he did,” said Ethel. “He looks just as surprised as she is.”

The market manager arrived and spoke calmly to both of them. A few minutes later, a child ran up, holding a small red wallet.

“I found this near the juice stall,” the child said.

The woman looked at it and nodded. “Yes, it’s mine. Oh, I’m so sorry,” she said to the man. “I thought—”

“It’s okay,” the man replied. “Easy mistake.”

The tension melted. People began shopping again, and the man and woman shook hands.

“That was awkward,” said Tony as they walked away.

“Very,” Ethel agreed. “But at least it ended well.”

They left the market carrying fruit, handmade candles, and a story they’d remember for a long time.

Here is the vocabulary and examples that were used in the story.

Open-air market – a market held outside, not inside a building.
We bought fresh strawberries at the open-air market.
Stall – a small shop or table in a market.
Each stall at the market sold different things, from fruit to books.
Munching – eating something with small bites.
He was munching on crisps during the movie.
Spices – plant substances used to flavor food, like cinnamon or pepper.
The kitchen smelled of warm spices and baked bread.
Second-hand – not new; used before by someone else.
She bought a second-hand bicycle for a good price.
Tension – a feeling of worry or nervousness.
There was tension in the room before the test started.
Awkward – uncomfortable or embarrassing.
The silence after his joke was a bit awkward.
Ended well – when a situation finishes in a good or positive way.
The meeting was stressful, but it ended well.

Now it’s time to answer the Comprehension Questions

	What day of the week did the story take place?

	Where did Ethel, Barry, and Tony meet?

	What did Tony offer Ethel?

	Why didn’t Ethel buy the hand-painted bowls?

	What happened near the fruit stall?

	Who was accused of stealing a wallet?

	Who actually found the wallet?

	How did the situation end?


Answer Key

	What day of the week did the story take place?
The story took place on Sunday.

	Where did Ethel, Barry, and Tony meet?
They met at the open-air market in the city centre.

	What did Tony offer Ethel?
Tony offered her a bite of his pastry filled with cinnamon and almonds.

	Why didn’t Ethel buy the hand-painted bowls?
Because they were too expensive.

	What happened near the fruit stall?
A woman shouted that someone had taken her wallet.

	Who was accused of stealing a wallet?
A man standing nearby was accused by the woman.

	Who actually found the wallet?
A child found the wallet near the juice stall.

	How did the situation end?
The woman apologised, the man forgave her, and they shook hands. Everything returned to normal.
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Story 3: The Wrong Bag
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Ethel, Barry, and Tony were at the bus station early on Saturday morning. They were heading to a nearby town for the day to visit a famous garden and have lunch at a place Ethel had read about online.

Barry was carrying a black backpack with their water bottles and sandwiches inside. Ethel had her small shoulder bag, and Tony had a blue gym bag full of snacks and his camera.

When the bus arrived, it was already half full. They climbed in and found seats near the back. Tony put his bag in the overhead shelf, and they all settled in for the short journey.

About thirty minutes later, they arrived and stepped off the bus. Ethel was busy looking at the map on her phone, and Barry was taking photos of a funny-looking statue near the station.

“Ready to go?” Tony asked, reaching for his bag. But when he opened it, his smile disappeared.

“This isn’t my bag,” he said.

Ethel looked up. “What do you mean?”

“This bag looks exactly like mine, but it’s not. Mine had my camera. This one has gym shoes and a towel.”

“Oh no,” said Barry. “You must have picked up someone else’s by mistake.”

They stood for a moment, unsure of what to do.

“We need to call the bus company,” said Ethel. “Maybe the other person noticed too.”

They found the company’s number online and called. A friendly woman answered.

“Yes, someone did report a missing











	Where were Ethel, Barry, and Tony going?

	What did Tony do with his bag on the bus?

	When did Tony realise something was wrong?

	What was inside the bag Tony took by mistake?

	How did they try to fix the problem?

	Who did they speak to on the phone?

	Where did they meet the person who had Tony’s real bag?

	How did the day end?



	Where were Ethel, Barry, and Tony going?
They were visiting a nearby town to see a garden and have lunch.

	What did Tony do with his bag on the bus?
He put it on the overhead shelf.

	When did Tony realise something was wrong?
When he opened the bag after getting off the bus.

	What was inside the bag Tony took by mistake?
Gym shoes and a towel.

	How did they try to fix the problem?
They called the bus company for help.

	Who did they speak to on the phone?
A woman from the bus company.

	Where did they meet the person who had Tony’s real bag?
At the bus station, near the ticket counter.

	How did the day end?
They were able to start their trip later than planned, but were thankful everything worked out.
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