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			Dedication

			
		
    Since it is very likely that Solomon was the author of this book, we know that it must have been written sometime before his death in 931 BC. The message of Ecclesiastes comes from someone looking back on a life of many experiences but few lasting rewards. As king, Solomon had the opportunity and resources to pursue the rewards of wisdom, pleasure and work. However, the world-weary tone of the scripture suggests that later in his life he reflected with regret on his past folly and wanted to guide us toward a better, simpler life, lived in the light of God's direction (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).Ecclesiastes presents a view of life from a totally human perspective, but in the end the Master acknowledges God's rule and dominion in the world. The humanistic quality of the book has made it particularly popular. Ecclesiastes appeals to young readers trying to discern purpose and meaning in their lives, but also to men and women who have experienced more than their share of pain and instability, but who continue to cling to their hope in God. Ecclesiastes, like much of life, is a journey from one point to another. Solomon expresses his starting point at the beginning of the book, "Nothing makes any sense .... no sense at all!" (Ecclesiastes 1:2). These words indicate the utter meaninglessness of life as he saw it. Nothing could alleviate his sense of being lost in the world, for he had already tried a whole series of common remedies, from pleasure to work to intellect. It is useless to seek life without seeking God.But even in the writer's desperate search for meaning and purpose, God is still present. For example, we read Solomon's assertions that God provides food, drink, and work (Ecclesiastes 2:24); that both the sinner and the righteous live in God's sight (Ecclesiastes 2:26); that God's works are final (Ecclesiastes 3:14); and that God enables people to enjoy His provision (Ecclesiastes 5:19).
Ultimately, the great truth of Ecclesiastes lies in recognizing God's ever-present hand in our lives. Even when injustice and uncertainty threaten to overwhelm us, we can trust God and follow Him (Eccl 12:13-14).We all long for meaning in life. Often this quest leads us down winding roads, full of ups and downs, full of bursts of satisfaction that shine for a while but eventually fade away. In a way, it is satisfying to see this experience repeated throughout Ecclesiastes. Reading the pages of this book allows us to appreciate our common humanity. We identify with Solomon's journey because, for many of us, it is our own. When we try to make sense of things by seeking pleasure, working, or exploring intellectual depths, we all eventually realize that each of these quests is a dead end.Ecclesiastes shows us a man who went through this process and came out the other side with a wiser and more experienced perspective. Surrounded by the temptation to proclaim that life is empty, we find in Ecclesiastes a worldview tempered by experience and ultimately viewed through lenses tinged with divinity. Life is destined to remain unsatisfactory unless we recognize God's intervention. We must decide whether or not to place our trust in his safe and capable hands.Have you struggled with misguided goals in life? Does your life lack the meaning and purpose you desire? Listen to the words of Solomon and let them encourage you to place your trust in the Lord alone.
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To understand this book it is essential to know the meaning of two Hebrew expressions: vanity of vanities and under the sun. Vanity appears 37 times and indicates the useless, elusive and mysterious nature of life. Under the sun appears 29 times and indicates a worldly view of life. These two expressions indicate that the writer, Solomon the preacher, is not describing the world from his own perspective as God's chosen king, but from the perspective of an incredibly successful but worldly man who sees the world apart from God and concludes that there is no hope. Ultimately, the answer to despair is found in 12:13: fear God and keep his commandments.

God inspired the man whom he had endowed with the greatest wisdom (1 Kings 4:29-34) to write the book of Ecclesiastes (1:1, 12). Solomon wrote for the young men (11:9) and especially for his son (12:12), but what he wrote is useful for everyone. Solomon had almost unlimited resources to find the answer to the question, "What good is all his labor to a man?" (1:3; 2:24; 3:9). To find the answer, he explored many means of life: wisdom, pleasure, wealth, and even religious experience. After his attempts to discover "the good life," he came to a surprising conclusion: There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink, and to tell himself that his work is good (2:24). In Ecclesiastes, Solomon gives many wise warnings, urging readers to try to live a good life. But the reasoning of Under the Sun leads to the conclusion that joy, wisdom, and morality all lead to the same end: death comes to all equally and is the end of all.

Could such a book have been inspired by God? Of course it could. Every word of this book, like the other books of the Bible, was inspired by God. It is the best example of reasoning under the sun, and it demonstrates conclusively that God's special revelation is essential to answer the questions raised in Ecclesiastes.

The name of the book means "preacher" or "one who summons the assembly". Ecclesiastes is read at the annual Jewish feast of Tabernacles. Solomon wrote three books of the Old Testament. He probably wrote the Song of Songs in his youth, Proverbs in his maturity and Ecclesiastes in his old age, near the time of his death in 931 BC.

The book of Ecclesiastes encourages the reader to look to God for the answers to life's problems and not to settle for reasoning under the sun as a means of arriving at absolute solutions. Ultimately, the answer to the meaning of life lies in obeying God and enjoying His communion.
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Ecclesiastes 1:1-5
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You will remember that when we were last time studying the book of Proverbs, we said that Solomon had been the writer of that book of Proverbs, and also of the book of Ecclesiastes and the book of Song of Solomon. We said then that Solomon had been the writer of that book of Proverbs, and also of the book of Ecclesiastes and the book of Song of Solomon. Here in this particular book we find something different from what the book of Proverbs said. In the book of Proverbs we could observe the wisdom of Solomon and here we can see the foolishness of that man. Ecclesiastes is the dramatic autobiography of his life when he was far from God.

The word Ecclesiastes means "the man of the assembly (or the speaker, preacher, teacher of wisdom or philosopher". We like to use the term philosopher rather than preacher because it can be misunderstood.

To correctly understand any book of the Bible, it is important to know the purpose for which it was written. You have probably noticed that we present an introduction to each book of the Bible that we study. It is necessary perhaps to go back, to move away a little from it in order to have a perspective of it. It is necessary for us to approach the Bible with a telescope, so to speak, before analyzing it with a microscope. In the case of this book, the need for this perspective is more evident than in many other books of the Bible.

In this book, we can see human philosophy apart from God, which must always reach the conclusions that this book reaches. We have to understand this reality of Ecclesiastes because in it we find statements that contradict other statements of the Holy Scriptures.

In fact, we are almost impressed to learn that this book has been a favorite of many atheists, who have often quoted from it. An example of this we see in the writings of Voltaire. Nowadays we find that cynics and critics tend to quote from this book. And it is also interesting to note the number of sects that use passages from this book and quote them out of context, giving them a completely erroneous meaning.

Man has tried in many ways to be happy without God and there are millions of people who are trying to achieve it every day. And this book shows us the absurdity of such attempts. Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived and he had a wisdom that was given to him by God Himself. He tested all areas and means of pleasure and happiness known to man, and his conclusion was that they could all be described as vanity. The word vanity speaks to us of something empty, without purpose. Satisfaction in life can never be obtained in this way.

God showed Job, a righteous man, that he was a sinner in the sight of God. And here in Ecclesiastes, God showed Solomon, the wisest man, that he is a fool in the sight of God. This is a book from which people of all cultural levels can learn great lessons. In spite of their wisdom and all their attempts to face life from an intellectual point of view, people who are not spiritually regenerated are considered by God as foolish. And this truth is difficult to accept by those who place too much emphasis on intelligence and the amount of knowledge and information they have been able to accumulate.

In this book of Ecclesiastes we learn that without Christ we cannot have true satisfaction; even if we were to possess the whole world and the things that human beings today consider necessary to bring happiness to their hearts. But today, the world cannot satisfy the heart because the heart is too big for that object. And when we study the next book written by Solomon, the Song of Solomon, we will learn that if we turn away from the values of this world and place our affection on the Lord Jesus Christ, we will enjoy the infinite beauty of His love, even though we cannot delve into its greatness. In this case, the object is too great for the human heart.

Again we want to say that the word "vanity" is the key word in this book, which is repeated 37 times. The key phrase is "under the sun", which is mentioned 29 times. And we should also mention that there is another expression that is also repeated several times and that is, "I said in my heart". In other words, this book contains the reflections of man's heart. These are the conclusions that man reaches through his own intelligence, through his own experiments. Although Solomon's conclusions are not inspired, the Holy Scripture that presents them to us is inspired.

We would like at this moment to present an outline of this book, since some conceive it as a collection of randomly edited themes. First of all, the problem is summarized in the following statement: "All is vanity". The exposition of this statement is found in chapter 1, verses 1 to 3.

Secondly, experiment, we see it carried out from chapter 1 verse 4, to chapter 12:12. By experiment, we mean the search for satisfaction in the following areas: science (1:4-11), wisdom and philosophy (1:12-18), pleasure (2:1-11), materialism or living only for the present (2:12-26), fatalism (3:1-15), selfishness (3:16 - 4:16), religion (5:1-8), riches (5:9 - 6:12) and morality (7:1-12:12). These were the things that Solomon tested, and in these pages he set forth his search.

And then we will have the result of that experiment, it is exposed in chapter 12 verses 13 and 14.

Let us now begin our reflections on the...
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Chapter 1
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Ecclesiastes is not a book of fragments arranged without "rhyme or reason", or a group of verses grouped in a random way. As we have seen in our general outline, it begins with a statement specifying the problem: All is vanity in this world. Then we find the conduct of various experiments by which Solomon sought satisfaction in different areas of human experience, such as science, the laws of nature, wisdom and philosophy, pleasure and materialism, i.e., living for the now, for the present time. He also explored fatalism, selfishness, religion, wealth and morality. Then, in the final verses of the book, he presented the result of his experiments.

Let us keep in mind that the conclusions of each experiment are human conclusions. These conclusions are not part of God's truth. They are the reasoning of the human being who lives under the sun.

Earlier we stated that Solomon's conclusions were not inspired, but that the Sacred Scripture that presents them is inspired. And we must understand what we mean by "inspiration" when we say that the Bible was inspired by God. Inspiration guarantees the accuracy and the words of the Holy Scriptures, but not always the thought that is expressed. In this sense, in all cases we must consider the context, paying special attention to the person who has pronounced a statement, and we must examine under what circumstances that statement has been made. For example, in the betrayal of Christ by Judas, the account of that event was inspired, but the action of Judas was not inspired by God. The same can be said of the words and actions of other characters mentioned in the Bible, who committed acts contrary to the will of God. Thus, what those characters said or did was accurately reported by the writers of the Bible, who were guided in their task of writing the text by the Holy Spirit. In our specific case of Ecclesiastes, the statements made by Solomon when he was seeking satisfaction apart from God, were not always in accordance with God's thoughts. Consequently, inspiration guarantees that what Solomon said has been faithfully and accurately recorded in the Bible.

After this general outline, which presents the general structure of the book and these introductory words, let us begin our reading with verse 1, which heads a paragraph that introduces
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The problem exposed
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"Words of the Preacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem".

We know of no other character in the Bible who can be identified with these words except Solomon. David had other sons, but Solomon was the only one who was king in Jerusalem. He was the philosopher that we have before us. And we know that he received wisdom. We believe that the wisdom that God gave Solomon was a little different than what we imagine. We generally think that he received spiritual insight, but the Bible does not inform us that he even asked for it. Solomon had prayed to God in the following way, recorded in First Kings 3:9, which reads as follows: "9Give your servant a heart of understanding to judge your people and to discern between good and evil, for who can rule this great people of yours?" Apparently, God gave him what he had asked for, namely, wisdom to rule. He demonstrated wisdom in political economy and probably exercised a good task of government in the nation. He ushered in an era of peace in the kingdom. Other nations of the world came to his kingdom to study and see the wisdom of Solomon. He gave a public testimony of God through the temple, with the altar, where a sacrifice was offered on behalf of sinners. These were some of the things that the queen of Sheba learned when she came from the ends of the earth. But in the area of discernment or spiritual perception, Solomon was probably nil.

Now, in this passage, we find Solomon, launched with his experiments "under the sun". And a man who lives "under the sun" is very different from a child of God, who has been blessed in the heavenlies with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).

Let us continue reading verse 2 of this first chapter of Ecclesiastes:

"Vanity of vanities, said the Preacher; vanity of vanities, all is vanity."

Vanity speaks to us of an emptiness. It is wasting a life, a life lived without any purpose or goal. It means to live simply as an animal or a bird lives. There are many people today who live that way.

At one time or another, some of us have met at a hotel with people who have a high standard of living due to their financial resources. These are people who can satisfy all their desires, live in the part of the world that pleases them most, and devote themselves to the most varied leisure activities. But what is surprising is to see, from their conversations, the lack of satisfaction and dissatisfaction they reveal, as well as their degree of boredom. They seem to lead purposeless lives, having lost their enthusiasm and motivation for new experiences.

In the book of Proverbs Solomon presented us with jewels of wisdom. And in this book of Ecclesiastes he offered us globules, not of wisdom but of foolishness. Then, in the Song of Songs, the theme was love. Wisdom, folly and love were then his themes. Solomon was an expert on these three themes. He knew how to play the role of foolishness, he was wise in the way he ruled, and his love life was an intense story. So Solomon was the wisest man, but no one ever behaved as senselessly as he did. He is the enigma of revelation. He is the paradox of the Scriptures. The wisest man was also the most foolish. And this book of Ecclesiastes will reveal precisely this aspect of his personality.

We see that in the verse we have read it says: "Vanity of vanities, all is vanity". This statement refers to life without God. It is the life of man who lives "under the sun", trying to get something out of life itself.

So it happens to all those who seek satisfaction and satiety where there is none. They have tried everything to obtain it, but they only accumulate bitterness and disappointment,

So in these considerations of the book we will see the human being testing, experimenting. He is going to squeeze the juice that can be extracted from life, from the dry stones of this worldly existence. And in verse 3, the writer said:

"What profit does man get from all the toil with which he toils under the sun?"

Now, let us remember that this question is asked by the one who lives under the sun. This is man's point of view. God was not giving His point of view here.

We
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