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Instead of a Preface
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The biblical Book of Judges tells the story of the life of Samson, the hero - his daring exploits, fatal mistakes, and sacrificial death. This legendary story is usually attributed to the 12th century BC. A picture of heroic acts, love passions, merciless revenge and rivers of blood opens to the reader's eye. Behind the plot of the story, the Old Testament tenets of morality stand as an unshakable rock.

Commentators on Scripture have toiled to interpret the peripetias of the story in such a way as to find their rightful place in moral doctrine. In doing so, the differences between the Christian and Jewish approaches are obvious.

The Biblical legend, rich in unusually turbulent events, was embodied in the art in the widest possible way. Samson conquered all genres: literature, drama, poetry, painting, sculpture, music, and cinematography.

The narrative “Samson” is a rather free and not rigidly tied to the Biblical text its literary interpretation. The author changed the names of some characters and added new personages.
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Chapter 1 Marriage Without Children
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Every weekday of labor and chores began at dawn and usually ended when the sun dipped over the horizon. But today, in honor of a sad family celebration, work stopped at noon because it was the spouses' wedding anniversary. Never had a baby's babble sounded in their home, and there was no cradle. Marriage without children is like a day without sunshine - in the morning we hope, by evening we accept the inevitable.

Manoah, a young and strong man, sat in the courtyard of the house on an old stump in the shade under the awning and made an unknown figure on the ground out of small stones, and if you asked him what it was, there would be no answer. Since noon Manoah rested. He waited to be called to the table. Unusual idleness. He gave in to his wife - Tslalfonit was her name. And she asked only to celebrate the event and to get away from everyday life. When sadness falls asleep, you forget it, but when it wakes up, live with it. 

When Manoah, a hard-working and taciturn fellow, got married, he confessed to the bride and her parents that the name Tzlalfonit was sticking between his teeth, and asked for general consent to call his future wife Flalita. No one objected, and so it went since then - spouses Manoah and Flalita.

From the open door of the house came the smell of roast mutton. In the opinion of the neighbors, the couple was considered well-to-do, but still the hosts did not spoil their stomachs with meat every day. Flalita's commands were heard - she was directing the girl worker who was preparing dinner.

“How does Flalita know that we have lived together eleven years? - Manoah pondered, “she must be counting moons. That's a woman's business!” He wished he had sons. Well, let it be, only one son.  A daughter is also a joy in life, even though human foolishness does not recognize it. And why should Manoah and Flalita care about other people's foolishness - they have their own heads on the shoulders, and their own hearts beating in the chest! “What is the use of idle guessing? If there is no snow, there is no trace!" Manoah grinned sadly to himself and involuntarily remembered how as a boy he had wandered with his father and brothers through the cold snowy mountains around the city of Jebus.

***
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The tribe of Dan, which had given birth to Manoah, was not yet entirely settled. There are still nomadic clans. They make their livelihood by hunting and even plundering. Manoah's family took refuge in Tzor. This city was inhabited mostly by Jews from the tribe of Judah, and it was in a disturbing proximity to the Philistines. Or rather, the Philistines, those incorrigible Gentiles, had come close to Tzor, and were threatening and robbing the Jews.

Yet the idolaters do not wage war, though they are stronger than their Jewish neighbors, who had recently settled on the land. Whether they honor the ancient alliance between their king Abimelech and the Jew Abraham, or perhaps a bad peace is more profitable for them, who knows? Nevertheless, the reason for the woes of the Jews is known in Heaven: the children of Israel do evil in the eyes of God.

Flalita was a native of the tribe of Judah, which, according to ancient and modern authorities, surpassed the tribe of Dan in righteousness. To the honor of the ancient and more worthy adherents of the faith, it should be noted that they did not boast before less pious tribesmen and did not scorn them, for they self-critically recognized their own imperfection. Be that as it may, but when the nomadic family of Manoah settled in Tzor, the young Flalita fell in love with the strong and handsome young fellow at the first sight, and he too looked at the maiden with affection. At that time they were both about seventeen years old.

The fathers agreed to marry their children. They gave the young couple a good dowry: sheep, land, poultry, and several wagons of hewn stones to build a dwelling. Manoah's parents and their daughters stayed in Tzor - they were tired of wandering, and the brothers moved westward to the sea and disappeared without a trace. The mother, father and sisters of Manoah did not enjoy the peace of settled life for long. Merchants from Egypt brought with their goods some pestilence, and Manoah's relatives fell ill, and he buried his kinsmen and became an orphan.

Flalita, on the other hand, was the only child of her parents. Unfortunately, they died shortly after their daughter's marriage. So Manoah and Flalita were left without kin. There was a great wish to give birth to many children in order to satiate themselves with the joys of parenthood and in addition to firmly root both families on the earth. However, the Almighty has not become on the side of our heroes. 

***
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Ten years passed, but no children were born. It was the ancient custom of the Jews in this case, that the husband had the right to divorce his wife, and every minister of God would respect a just claim. For the tribes of Israel, and the Gentiles with them, followed the ancient rule concerning women: if you cannot conceive or bear children, you are responsible for the guilt of childlessness.

But Manoah is not cruel. Flalita is dear to him. And how to divorce her? Send her back to her father's house? She has no one in the whole world! To take a second wife - unfairly offend Flalita. He felt that she loves him even more than in youth, adhered to him. And if to take another woman in the house, then only to him heirs will be born, and the Flalitas pain for the faded clan will not subside. And Manoah is not so rich to maintain two wives. True, the world is not without kind
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