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This unit plan is designed to promote student discussion within the classroom.   

Each of the teacher resource (TR) pages contains question ideas to be used to help a teacher facilitate a class discussion in the stages of Initial Understanding, Developing Ideas, Learning from the Text, and Critical Stance.  When facilitating a classroom discussion, it is important to let the students do most of the talking. Therefore, a discussion should begin with the students’ “wonderings” about the text and be followed by the responses of other students. 

The Reading and Assignment Guide is designed so that students are required to respond to the text during and after they have finished the assigned reading.   It is important to remind the students that their “Wonder Questions” should not be “find out” questions but should be “figure out” questions.  In other words, the aim of their questions is to promote discussion that begins with the students.  In addition to the 5 Wonder Questions, the students are also required to identify the author’s use of literary devices within the novel.  It is recommended that the teacher model how to find these elements within the text prior to sending the students home to read.  

Students should also be reminded to list and explain the 3 most important events within each section of reading.  Responses for these will vary. 

The assessment pieces – BCR (Brief Constructed Response) Essays and the final plot analysis – can be used as formative or summative assessments depending on how much prior knowledge a class may have had with the specific skill being assessed.  It is likely that students will have a harder time with Point of View and evaluating the author’s style of writing.  Analyzing the author’s use of figurative language to create a character and identifying and analyzing recurring themes may become easier for your students.  Again, it depends upon how much practice the students have had with applying the terminology to literary analysis. 

Finally, this unit plan promotes students' original thoughts and ideas in response to the literature being studied in class. Therefore, the excessive use of worksheets has only been limited to pieces for assessment. As a result, a spiral or composition notebook is recommended for use with this unit plan. This greatly reduces the number of pieces of paper students have to keep track of and allows them to focus on reading and enjoying the novel. 

Final Thoughts: 

This unit plan is a product of teaching Boy, Tales of Childhood for the third year. Because so much emphasis was placed on discussion, which engaged the students' interest, no student complained about the amount of reading, the amount of work, or the content of the novel itself. Generally, every student experienced some degree of enjoyment as they read the novel and engaged in the discussion. 

For more ideas on how to promote quality discussion in your classroom, I recommend Building Literacy through Classroom Discussion by Mary Adler and Eija Rougle. I am also willing to provide insight into how this worked in my classroom. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy Baldwin 

​

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





