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Introduction

Savannah is one of the prettiest towns in America. But don’t take my word for it. It was actually on Forbes’ America’s Prettiest Towns list in 2010. It has also received numerous other awards, such as “20 Sweet Spots for Summer Travel (MSNBC.com), “Best Southern City” (Southern Living), “50 Best Romantic Getaways” (Travel & Leisure), “50 Great Cities to Visit in America” (London Daily Telegraph), “Top U.S. Tours” (TripAdvisor), “Ten Best Walking Cities” (Walking) “Top Ten Cities in the USA” (Conde Nast Traveler), and “Top 100 Places to Retire” (Money).

I’ve never heard anything negative about Savannah from tourists, except about the heat and humidity during summer. It is, after all, the heart of the Lowcountry. Even the surrounding rivers and estuaries do little to cool the city during the peak of summer. Yet everyone, from history buffs to “foodies,” falls in love with this charming city.

I think the layout of the city attributes to its likeability. In the historic district, all the buildings and houses are part of public squares and parks that also contain shady trees and either stately monuments or picturesque fountains. This is due to the vision of the city founder, General James Oglethorpe. He established the port city in 1733 and began building these squares. He built six: Johnson Square, Wright Square, Ellis Square, Telfair Square, Oglethorpe Square, and Reynolds Square. The remaining eighteen squares were added later: Franklin Square, Warren Square, Washington Square, Liberty Square, Columbia Square, Greene Square, Elbert Square, Orleans Square, Chippewa Square, Crawford Square, Pulaski Square, Madison Square, Lafayette Square, Troup Square, Chatham Square, Monterey Square, Calhoun Square and Whitefield Square. Today, there are twenty-two squares. Elbert and Liberty Squares were lost to “progress”: a government building and roadway. These squares add up to 2.2 square miles. This is the largest National Historic Landmark District in America.

The only problem I can find with Savannah is that there is so much to see and do that it can be overwhelming. I’m one of those tourists who like to see and do everything with the thought in mind that I may never get back, so I need to “do it all.” In a town like Savannah, this is a tall order. I have visited on numerous occasions and still haven’t done it all!

The city is best known for its rich history and architecture, fine food—and ghosts. With more than a thousand historical buildings and homes, there is plenty of architectural diversity, ranging from Greek Revival to Regency. This makes it the perfect backdrop for the well-known Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD). The campus includes sixty buildings and one of the most impressive galleries in the city. It seems as if every other building in sunny Savannah is either a yummy restaurant or notable historic attraction.

Be sure to read the About Savannah and Visitor Information sections of this book for more about the many ways to experience Savannah. Everything from creepy hearse tours to scenic carriage rides are offered from early a.m. until the wee hours of the next a.m. And don’t forget that there are over 200 festivals (including the awesome Savannah Book Festival) held here every year.

But this is a ghost book and that is what the focus is on. And rightly so! There are so many ghosts that they must surely bump into one another! See the Haunted History section of this book for a comprehensive discussion of this pretty city’s sinister past that helps explain why it is one of the most haunted cities in America.

No matter how you choose to explore Savannah, you must allow time to sample its fine cuisine. Remember that Savannah is home to Lowcountry cuisine and the legendary Chef Paula Deen. She owns a popular restaurant and you’ll see her cookbooks and food products sold in many shops throughout the city. With so many options, it is hard for even the toughest critic to find fault. For example, one restaurant features locally caught shrimp served every way imaginable. And the best part is the restaurant is haunted so you may have a ghostly encounter while you’re there! Read “Shrimp Factory” in this book for more about that particular ghost.

While you’ll learn a great deal about the city of Savannah after reading this book, its emphasis is on ghost stories of Savannah. You’ll find out why an exorcism had to be conducted at the Hampton-Lillibridge House, about the ghost cat at the Davenport House, the rowdy ghosts at Pirate’s House who can be heard demanding more to drink, and the female spirit of the Kehoe House. You’ll be surprised who haunts the Old Candler Hospital and why. You’ll learn what is arguably the most haunted place in Savannah—and much more.

If you’re into ghosts and planning an overnight visit, you may want to consider staying in one of the city’s haunted inns or B&Bs—if you’re brave enough. . . .
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Haunted History

The American Institute of Parapsychology ranks Savannah as the most haunted city in America. It’s no wonder since it is a city literally built upon its dead. The great fire of 1820 claimed many lives. Remarkably, that same year, a yellow fever epidemic claimed thousands. With so many deaths, it was overwhelming. Bodies were disposed of in some unusual ways, and mass graves were dug all over the place.

Sadly, grave markers were removed from the slave burial grounds when city expansions were being done, but the bodies remained. Most of the prominent graves, those belonging to African ministers, were moved to Laurel Grove Cemetery. But most of the dead did not get moved to the new cemetery just north of Savannah. Additionally, it was legal to bury slaves in the backyard up until 1818. Over time, the simple gravestones the families posted were often lost as development took place.

For example, when the boutique hotel, The Mansion on Forsyth Park, was built in 2006, roughly a hundred skeletal remains were uncovered during construction. Forensic analysis revealed that these were yellow fever victims. Guess what they did with their newfound discovery? They returned the bones to the site and continued with construction. No wonder this place is reportedly haunted!
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Other lingering spirits can probably be traced back to the early years when men were shanghaied into servitude by unscrupulous and desperate sea captains. Add to that the many men and women who were hanged in Wright Square. One of the most famous to be hanged in these public gallows was Alice Riley. She was the first woman in the state to be executed. She was the servant of a cruel man, William Wise, who mistreated her in many ways. One night, unable to stand it any longer, she and some other servants killed him. They were soon caught and convicted. She pleaded with authorities to spare her since she was pregnant by William Wise. When a doctor confirmed this, she was allowed to live long enough to have the baby. As soon as it was born, the baby was yanked away from its mother. Soon afterwards, she was hanged. A woman in shabby clothing has been seen in Wright Square, supposedly the spirit of this woman looking for the child that was taken from her.

It is also believed that some ancient Indian burial grounds may have been disturbed when the town was founded. The second bloodiest battle of the Revolutionary War was fought near what is now Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Digging up the dead, building on top of the dead, many children dying from an epidemic, men and women who suffered unspeakable tragedies, and mass, unmarked graves make it easy to see why the city is haunted by spirits who have been unable to find peace.
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About Savannah

The thing that visitors notice first about this city is the outstanding eighteenth- and nineteenth-century architecture, including the Telfair Academy of Arts and Sciences (one of the first public museums in the South), Georgia Railway Roundhouse Complex (oldest antebellum rail facility still in existence in America), Temple Mickve Israel (third oldest synagogue in the country), and First African Baptist Church (one of the oldest African American Baptist congregations in the U.S.).
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If time permits, you may want to venture over to Tybee Island and see some of its sights, including the lighthouse complex and Fort Pulaski National Monument. It is less than a thirty-minute drive and includes some haunted places discussed in the latter part of this book.

Ghost tours can be achieved in many ways, including ghost walks or bus/trolley/hearse rides around the historic district and cemetery tours. Bonaventure Cemetery, just outside Savannah’s historic district, is best known for its role in the famous book and movie Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil. It is one of the most photographed cemeteries in America. Colonial Park Cemetery is in the middle of the historic district. It is a popular stop on many ghost tours. Reportedly, many dueling victims were buried here. Dueling was a common practice to settle disputes in colonial days. A couple stories in this book pertain to duels. Laurel Grove Cemetery is significant for a couple of reasons. About 1,500 Confederate soldiers were buried in the northern end of this cemetery. Also
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