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The six kids read the instructions for their final film project. They had to do a documentary on an urban legend. They were to find out how out it had started, what caused the legend and if any is based on fact, how it had impacted the local communities and the people’s way of life. It was to include interviews, research, locations shots and see if it can be proven or not. They were all excited. This would be a great challenge.

They all met at the school common area to talk about the different legends. Most were commonly known and not very interesting. They wanted something different. Something that others wouldn’t have gone after. “Ever heard of the White-Haired Witch?” Steve asked. Everyone looked him. It wasn’t one of the better-known legends. Still it was an urban legend that would be different than any of the others done. “The White-Haired Witch is a local urban legend that is not far from here. The legend says that if you go in the woods there is a good chance you won’t come out. Some say the White-haired Witch made a pact with the devil. The woods are said to be haunted as well as the witches house. We could go camping in the woods for part of the film to show the location for part of the documentary.” Steve said.

Marie smiled. Her blonde hair was tied in a ponytail and her blue eyes shone with excitement. She had heard the legend, and this would be interesting. “Wait a second, if the woods are said to be haunted how will we get the location shots? If I remember correctly people go missing all the time in there. We, girls can go to the library and see what we can find. We will have the research part and you guys can get the equipment that we will need for the trip. This is going to be a big trip and we will need extra batteries and other things.”

The kids split up in two groups. Marie went to the library and began to do the research. The other girl went to the professor and spoke about a problem that she had. It wasn’t with the assignment it was about something else. She was pregnant, and the camping part would be hard on her. That and she was extremely fearful of the fact that the woods were dangerous. She didn’t believe in the legend but still wanted to not have to go camping. They agreed that she would have to do the research and do the editing of the footage and other things. The professor was surprised when he heard the legend that they were going to do. This would be a rather dangerous one. The Professor had grown up in the area around the woods and had lost more than one friend in the woods as a young kid. They wanted to do the legend and he agreed to let them do it if they took extra precautions. 

She went and met up with Marie. She explained what she had talked with the professor about and the fact that he was rather shocked that they would take that legend to do and wanted to make sure that they took extra precautions. He knew something that the kids didn’t know. They began to do the research and found there was a lot to unpack on the legend. They soon found a lot information on the legend. It went back to the 1700’s where it started right after the Salem trials. There were rumors of the white-haired witch having made a pact with the devil and other strange things. The fact that the woods were said to haunted ever since her death. Those that went in often didn’t come out. Those that did were often said to be insane. How much was myth and how much was truth? There were images of things that had been found after people that went missing in their locations. 
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Marie was the one who chose to do the information briefing for the rest of the team. Her blonde hair tied back in a ponytail. She often wore pony tails since her hair was down to her waist. “The information that Lita and I found starts about 1700. The White-Haired Witch was originally named Miss Eva Mathews. She never married and the men of the town at the time had a strange respect for her. She lived in a large home deep in the Silent Woods. She grew her own food for the most part. There were rumors, most that we can tell are because Eva lived alone of her doing witchcraft. Some said that she had made a pact with the devil since she was a natural healer. Some said she could heal people by laying her hands on the person. Eva was a well-known healer and during the time just before the Salem Witch Trials. There were those that were jealous of her ability to heal so they claimed she was a witch and was killed. They didn’t burn her or hang her, she was stabbed several times and her blood covered the land. As she died she said she would have her revenge. Those who enter the woods would never return home until she had been revenged and her spirit was freed. A few have come out, but they are totally blind and in most cases nuts. The county of Silent Hill has one town of the same name and there is about 750 people in total in the town.”

“How far from the road is her home? Do we even know if it still stands?” Max asked. “The woods are said to be a challenge and hazardous to those who don’t use great care.”

“Yes, it still stands. Here is an overview of the area. These were taken off Google Maps and as you can see there is a lot of wooded area. The fact that the woods are dense s going to be interesting.” Marie said and handed out the maps that she had printed off. “The house is said to be about seven to nine miles in but there is no way to see it through the woods. There are said to be several creeks but again these images don’t show it. I have gotten access to a drone with a camera, so we can use that to scout the area ahead of us. I also have several strips of metallic strips in three colors, so we can mark our path. The strips will have GPS markers in them, so we can find them in the GPS system.”

“What else do we know?” Steve asked.

“Those that have gone in and managed to come out have said some strange things. Some have found strange wooden symbols. Most of the people that have managed to make it out have been admitted to mental hospitals or blinded. A few have had both problems. All the symbols that were found were crudely made however there is a strange side. Most are known to be of pagan in origin. The wooden symbols are known to show up at those who have gone in and not come out. I was able to find some pictures of them but not a lot.” She passed them around. Some of figures looked like people, others looked like pentagrams, some were weapons and other strange things. Everyone looked at them. Marie continued her briefing. “These are the ones that were found hanging in trees. Another oddity is religious symbols. If a person is wearing a religious symbol on regular necklace have been known to find them ripped off. If they are worn on a leather strap, they are cut off. People often have found puddles of metal”

“So, there is no protection that we can use?”

“Not that I found Max. The closest thing that I found was that there must be an extreme reverence and respect to the land. That theory has never been tested before. Lita will do the work here when we get back due to her pregnancy. Religious tattoos are burned to where they can’t be recognized anymore. Even if the tattoos are hidden under clothes. There have been ones that look like someone or something took a lit branch and burned them off. Those that have come back are usually blind and insane.” Marie said. “What do we have as far as equipment to go with us?”

Steve spoke up. “Six flashlights that are handheld, six on head straps with small cameras attached as well. Handheld cameras both video and still with infrared on all of them. Two high quality video cameras for the interviews that we do. They use both SD cards and video tape. I have both. A notebook for written documentation as well. Military style compass as well as a device that reads the air pressure and temperature.”

“OK, what about in the woods? We need to make sure that we have enough for emergencies as well as our planned time in the woods. This isn’t a place that I want to take any chances with. The history is too clear that the woods are dangerous, and we need to have proper respect for it.” Marie said.

“Three tents, emergency military food packs, regular dried foods for snacking and regular foods for dinner. Nothing fancy, hot dogs. Bottled water, purification tablets if needed for water. Extra batteries, emergency flares, water socks for crossing creeks, GPS bands and tracker, Ouija board and lighters for the campfires.”

Marie looked up. “A Ouija board? Why are we taking a spirit board with us? Haven’t you been listening to what I said at all? We take one of those in with us and we are looking for trouble.”

Max acted like it was no problem. “Yeah, for communication purposes. It is a game, they sell it in toy stores. Don’t worry they are safe to use. Everything will be fine. It will give us the extra proof that we need.”

Marie suddenly had a bad feeling. “Those boards are dangerous. Taking one into haunted woods isn’t the best idea. This is nuts. Taking a speaking board into these woods is totally on you. I don’t want to be part of it. If you insist but we must be careful with the use of it.”

“Marie, you’re being paranoid. The boards are a game. This one is from the local toy store and it will be fine. There are rules with it as with any game and we must follow the rules. We can use the board to prove two things. One that they are a game and two there is nothing that can communicate with us in the woods.”
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