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For every believer who has wondered which parts of the chart came from Scripture,

and which parts came from someone's very old, very confident guess.

"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,

visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities,

or powers: all things were created by him, and for him."

— Colossians 1:16, KJV

"Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them

who shall be heirs of salvation?"

— Hebrews 1:14, KJV
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This is the third study to come out of the same season I have described in the opening pages of both earlier books — the extended sabbatical that began the week after my wedding in 2022, and the twelve-subject, hundred-and-forty-four-book season of study that produced Unmasking the Unseen. Angels were never one of my original twelve subjects. They found their way into this project sideways, through a conversation I did not expect to have.

A member of my own congregation, during a season of correspondence while I was away from the pulpit, sent a question that seemed simple enough at first: which angel is in charge of which choir, and where in the Bible does it say so? I had heard the nine-tier language of seraphim, cherubim, thrones, dominions, virtues, powers, principalities, archangels, and angels my whole ministry life, in sermons, in devotional books, in the confident diagrams that circulate widely online. I sat down to answer the question properly, expecting to find the verse quickly. I did not find it. What I found instead, after several days of searching, was a fifth-century text I had never been asked to read in any of my theological training, written by an author whose real identity nobody has ever established.

That discovery unsettled me in a way I did not expect, precisely because it mirrored, almost exactly, the pattern I had already traced with Ephesians 6:12 and again with 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. A phrase repeated constantly in Christian teaching. A confident, detailed structure built on top of it. And, once traced back carefully, a gap between what Scripture actually says and what popular teaching has quietly assumed it says — a gap most believers, myself included until that week, had never been given the tools to notice.

I want to say plainly, before this book begins in earnest, that this is not a book written to debunk angels, to make believers more skeptical of the unseen realm, or to strip away wonder from a subject Scripture itself treats with real awe. It is written for the opposite reason. I have found, in my own case, that knowing the actual, more modest biblical picture of the heavenly ranks — two named angels, not seven; one being called archangel, not nine ranked choirs; a great deal of Scripture's own silence honestly acknowledged rather than confidently filled in — has made the subject more wonderful to me, not less. There is something genuinely humbling about a God who tells us enough to trust him and not quite enough to master the subject completely, and I have come to think that humility, rather than mastery, is the appropriate posture Scripture itself models toward this whole unseen order.

This book, like its two companions, tries to earn its conclusions rather than assert them, tracing the actual biblical text term by term before asking where popular teaching came from and what it should and should not be trusted to tell us. My hope is the same hope that has carried this entire series: that you
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