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Introduction

I love Mickey Mouse. He is loyal, brave, compassionate, funny, optimistic, adventurous, and so much more.

I still have my well worn How to Draw Mickey Mouse booklet that I got as a kid at the Art Corner at Disneyland. I still wear my vintage Mickey Mouse wristwatch that was the only inheritance I was bequeathed by my late uncle decades ago who had worn it proudly for years. I can’t remember any time of my life where Mickey was not a part of it in some way, either through comics, cartoons, or the parks.

Mickey Mouse will celebrate his 90th birthday on November 18, 2018, and yet he remains timeless. Mickey Mouse is a unique pop-culture phenomenon embraced by audiences of all ages around the world. While he physically resembles a three-foot-tall black mouse, spiritually he is a clever and appealing young boy. He was created by Walt Disney in 1928.

Mickey’s instantaneous popularity was due to a number of factors: the artistic skill of Ub Iwerks, the storytelling ability of Walt Disney, the novelty of sound on film, and the perfect timing of appearing as a scrappy “everyman” whose indomitable spirit and good humor overcame challenges at the beginning of the Great Depression.

In addition to being a popular animated cartoon star, Mickey is a significant presence in everything from comics to video games to theme parks to toys to food items to just about anything else imaginable.

The Disney company officially described Mickey Mouse for the copyright infringement case Walt Disney Company v. Transatlantic Video Inc., U.S.D.C., Central District of Ca., Case No. CV-91-0429 (1991) in the following way:

Disney’s copyrighted character Mickey Mouse is perhaps the most universally known and loved cartoon character in the world. For generations, children and adults alike have been entertained by Mickey Mouse, who has appeared in hundreds of Disney animated motion pictures, television shows, video cassettes, comics, books, and in various other media. Indeed, the Mickey Mouse character identifies and symbolizes Disney itself.

Mickey Mouse shared the same philosophy of life as Walt Disney and transitioned at the same time from a rural background into a more sophisticated Hollywood environment. Walt was the original voice for the character and was the acknowledged “keeper of the Mouse” when it came to decisions about his creation.

Mickey is more than merely a corporate icon, more than a costumed character at theme parks, and more than just another well-known cartoon personality.  He is uniquely ingrained in the DNA of several generations of fans all around the world. He transcends time and is forever young and a symbol of optimism that everything will turn out all right in the end.

In the following pages you’ll find a lighthearted but informative chronicle of Mickey Mouse including rarely told, never told, and previously mis-told stories in self-contained chapters to celebrate the Happiest Mouse on Earth.

Why? Because we like you!


Secret Stories of Mickey Mouse

How Was Mickey Mouse Created?

Walt Disney went to his film distributor, Charles Mintz, in New York to ask for more money to produce the second series of Oswald the Lucky Rabbit cartoons. Mintz offered less money. He had set up his own animation studio and had secretly hired Walt’s staff. Walt did not own the character.

Walt and his wife boarded the train back to Los Angeles on March 13, 1928.

Walt told interviewer Tony Thomas in 1959:

So I had to get a new character. And I was coming back after this meeting in New York, and Mrs. Disney was with me, and it was on the train—in those days, you know, it was three days over, three days from New York. … Well, I’d fooled around a lot with little mice, and they were always cute characters, and they hadn’t been overdone in the picture field. They’d been used but never featured. So, well, I decided it would be a mouse. … Well, that’s how it came about. … I had [his name as] “Mortimer” first and my wife shook her head, and then I tried “Mickey” and she nodded the other way and that was it.

Roy E. Disney, Walt’s nephew, said:

[The train story] has been told so many times that you don’t know what’s true. The name part I’m sure of. I often heard my father and Walt say, “Thank God we didn’t name him Mortimer!”

Walt’s wife, Lillian told Don Eddy in the August 1955 issue of The American magazine: 

[Walt] was a raging lion on the train coming home. …All he could say, over and over, was that he’d never work for anyone again as long as he lived. He’d be his own boss. … I was in a state of shock, scared to death. He read the script [for Plane Crazy] to me, but I couldn’t focus on it. I was too upset. The only thing that got through to me was that horrible name, Mortimer. 

Horrible for a mouse, at least. [Lillian actually told Walt it was a “sissy” name.] When I blew up, Walt calmed down. After a while, he asked quietly, “What would you think of Mickey? Mickey Mouse?” I said it sounded better than “Mortimer” and that’s how Mickey was born.

There had been plenty of mice in the Alice Comedies and even the Oswald the Rabbit cartoons. While Walt may have thought of a mouse character and a possible storyline on that train trip, it is more likely that once he arrived in Los Angeles he spent time with his brother, his wife, and animator Ub Iwerks coming up with the character.

Essentially, Mickey was a “mouse-ified” version of Oswald the Rabbit (originally designed by Iwerks) with mouse ears replacing rabbit ears and a mouse tail replacing the small rabbit tail. Even the shorts remained the same.

Iwerks said:

Pear-shaped body, ball on top, couple of thin legs. You gave it long ears and it was a rabbit. Short ears, it was a cat. Ears hanging down, a dog. … With an elongated nose, it became a mouse.

Iwerks later told his sons who asked if he had any resentment that he didn’t get enough credit for designing Mickey Mouse, “It was what Walt did with Mickey that was important, not who created him.”

Disney animator Frank Thomas, one of Walt’s fabled Nine Old Men, put it this way:

Ub Iwerks was responsible for the drawing of Mickey, but it was Walt Disney who supplied the soul. The way Mickey reacted to his predicaments, how he tried to extricate himself from a situation he could not control, never giving up and eventually finding a solution. That was all Walt.

Foreign Names of Mickey Mouse

Mickey Mouse is perhaps the most universally known and beloved personality in the entire world.

Animator Ward Kimball said:

Four years after he first appeared, Mickey was a household word whether the house was in China, Moscow, or Beverly Hills. Whether people were watching in Hong Kong, Paris, or Cairo, they didn’t need to follow any dialog. They could simply laugh at what was happening on the screen. You can’t imagine how popular he was everywhere and with everyone.

Just like any other famous film actor, Mickey Mouse’s name remains the same in many other languages. Keeping the same name is also important for international trademark purposes, but in some countries, Mickey Mouse’s name is sometimes translated in fanciful but recognizable ways:


	Afrikaans: Mickie

	Bulgarian: Miki Maus

	Chinese: Mi Lao Shu (Mandarin)

	Chinese: Mai Kay Shiu Shu (Cantonese)

	Esperanto: Micjo Muso

	Estonian: Mikki Hiir

	Finnish: Mikki Hiiri

	German: Micky Maus

	Greek: Mikki Maous/Miky Maoye

	Hungarian: Miki Eger

	Icelandic: Mikki Mus

	Indonesian: Miki Tikus

	Italian: Topolino (“Little Mouse”)

	Japanese: Mickey Ma-u-su

	Latin: Michael Muulus

	Lithuanian: Peliukas Mikis

	Malaysian: Miki Tikus

	Norwegian: Mikke Mus

	Polish: Miki

	Portuguese: Rato Mickey

	Rumanian: Miki Maus

	Russian: Mikki Maus

	Serbo-Croatian: Ujka Miki

	Spanish: El Raton Miguelito

	Slovenian: Miki Miška

	Russian: Mikki Maus

	Swedish: Musse Pigg

	Turkish: Miki

	Vietnamese: Mick-Kay

	Yugsoslavian: Miki Maus



Mickey Cartoons: Mickey and The Oscar

Ten of Mickey Mouse’s theatrical cartoon shorts were nominated for an Academy Award:


	Mickey’s Orphans (1931)

	Building a Building (1933)

	Brave Little Tailor (1938)

	The Pointer (1939)

	Lend A Paw (1941)

	Squatter’s Rights (1946)

	Mickey and the Seal (1948)

	Mickey’s Christmas Carol (1983)

	Runaway Brain (1995)

	Get a Horse! (2013)



The only Mickey cartoon to win an Oscar was Lend A Paw, a Technicolor remake of the earlier black-and-white Mickey cartoon Mickey’s Pal Pluto (1933) about Pluto saving a kitten from drowning and then getting jealous of Mickey’s attention to the little ball of fur.

Walt Disney was given a special Oscar for the creation of Mickey Mouse in 1932. Some press reports claimed that the award signified the “first non-human to win an Oscar” even though the Oscar was for Walt, not Mickey. It was only the second time a special Oscar was presented. The first was given to Charlie Chaplin who was scheduled to present the award to Walt but missed the ceremony entirely.

Mickey has presented Oscars in the Animated Short Subject category three times (1978, 1988, 2003) and each appearance was tied to one of his birthday celebrations (50th, 60th, 75th).

Talking Mickey: Celebrities

Actress Julie Andrews: “I am always filled with joy at how readily Mickey is embraced. We need more like him in this world.”

Actor Dick Van Dyke: “Mickey was my first introduction to humor and comedy. Mickey’s character was always visually funny to me. He was the good guy.”

Magician David Copperfield: “Mickey is magical. He looks great from every angle. He’s proof that an idea can be so pure, so specific, yet universal that it can transcend every barrier and last forever.”

Actor Fess Parker: “When I was in grade school, my most prized possesion was a yellow slicker with Mickey’s picture on it.”

Author Irving Wallace: “Mickey is just one of those guys who never gets older. He is a miracle. He is of a special planet where we never grow old, or achy, a perfect place without politicians and poverty—that is the world of Mickey Mouse.”

Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter: “Mickey Mouse has been beloved by three generations of Carters. Bringing smiles to the faces of children of all nationalities, he is an ambassador of goodwill and a peacemaker who speaks the universal language of friendship.”

Former U.S. President Gerald Ford: “In the summer of 1964, I took our two oldest sons to visit Disneyland. We met Mickey Mouse. We were struck by his great, childlike presence and how he embodied so much of Walt’s wise, playful spirit.”

Astronaunt Buzz Aldrin: “Mickey transcends being just a character. He’s a symbol of the magnitude of the entire Disney dynasty.”

Talk-show host Larry King: “When Mickey Mouse waves at you in a parade or on the screen, you almost have to smile. When Mickey is around, somehow things seem a little brighter.”

Film-maker George Lucas: “The appeal of Mickey will continue forever, because if he hasn’t reached a saturation point by now, he never will. Everyone just loves him.”

Playwright Arthur Miller: “Mickey is ‘Everyman.’ He is honest, decent, a good sportsman. He is little David who slays Goliath.”

Actress Hayley Mills: “Mickey Mouse was part of my childhood and he is part of my children’s childhood. He’s a wonderful link to your past and to the future. He’s an experience we all share.”

Syndicated columnist Bob Greene: “Mickey Mouse is the quintessential symbol of innocence. Subliminally, he represents a lot of things we’ve lost. He represents how things used to be simple and fun and free of darkness.”

FORMER U.S. PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA: “It’s always nice to meet a world leader who has bigger ears than me.”

ENTERTAINER BOB HOPE: “And to think it all started with a gentle mouse…Boy, they don’t build mice the way they used to! I hope I look as good as he does when I reach his age.  Mickey, thanks for the memories.”

Where Does Mickey Live?

Officially, according to the Disney company, Mickey Mouse lives in Mouseton (a variation on the name of the city of “Houston”) near Duckburg.

In the earliest animated cartoons, Mickey lived in a rural area with farms, wide-open spaces, rustic devices, and barnyards filled with a variety of animals. In the early Mickey Mouse comic strips drawn by Floyd Gottfredson, Mickey’s hometown was called Silo Center although this name was never used in the animated cartoons.

In 1939, Gottfredson used the name “Mouseville” as the name for the more urban city where Mickey lived and worked. He used it again in several Mickey Mouse comic-strip stories in the 1950s. Disney Publishing used that name in comics it produced for the foreign markets in the 1960s through the 1980s.

To the general public, it was assumed that Mickey Mouse either lived in Burbank, California (the home of the Disney studio), or Hollywood (the home of the movie stars). Mr. Mouse Takes a Trip (1940) had Mickey leaving for his trip from the Burbank train station. Mickey’s Kangaroo (1935) had Mickey receiving a crate addressed simply to “Mickey Mouse Hollywood.”

When Mickey fills out his official tax form on the cover on the March 14, 1942, issue of Liberty magazine, he lists his address as “Hollywood, California.” American Magazine, in March 1931, wrote that “Mickey Mouse receives great stacks of fan mail. Some of the letters are just addressed to ‘Mickey Mouse-Hollywood.’”

With the opening of Disneyland in 1955, it was stated that Mickey lived in his own clubhouse at the park that was planned to be installed on Tom Sawyer Island.

In 1988, with the opening of Mickey’s Birthdayland at the Magic Kingdom in Florida, Mickey and Minnie’s houses were on the outskirts of Duckburg, home of Donald Duck and his relatives.

With the release of Who Framed Roger Rabbit in 1989 and the opening of Mickey’s Toontown at Disneyland in 1993, it was established that Mickey lived in Toontown. In 1990, starting with the stories in the Disney comic books, the Disney company established that Mickey lived in Mouseton and that is his official residence today.

The name for the town was going to be “Mouseville,” but at the time on Saturday morning television there was a cartoon series produced by animator Ralph Bakshi with Mighty Mouse living in Mouseville. To avoid confusion, a new name that was uniquely Disney owned was created.

The name for the town was going to be “Mouseville” as had been established decades earlier by cartoonist Floyd Gottfredson but had fallen into disuse. At the same time on Saturday morning television there was a popular cartoon series produced by animator Ralph Bakshi with the character of Mighty Mouse also living in a city called Mouseville.

To avoid any possible confusion, it was decided that a new name should be created that was uniquely Disney owned. Either writer Michael T. Gilbert or one of the comic book editors, David Seidman or David Cody Weiss, came up with the name “Mouseton.”

Mickey Cartoons: Three Mickey Cartoons Disney Banned

Between 1930 and 1950, animation studios produced thousands of cartoons containing racial stereotypes. These cartoons were a product of their times where cultural sensitivities were much different. Like radio shows, movies, comic strips, and stage shows that relied on these same exaggerated stereotypes for humor, they were intended to be funny and not hurtful.

While the Disney studio was the lightest offender, it still produced some cartoons with these references. In particular, instances were common where an explosion or soot from a chimney would temporarily make a character look like he was wearing the infamous black-face makeup associated with the old minstrel shows as a sight gag.

In Mickey Steps Out (1931), at the end of the cartoon, Pluto is covered with soot and smiles to the audience and says, “Mammy!” This sequence has been cut from all recent airings along with similar scenes in other cartoons.

However, a few Mickey cartoons had their entire premise revolve around a racial stereotype situation. When the Disney Channel came on the air in 1983, these cartoons were reviewed and banned from airing:

Trader Mickey (1932). When Mickey and his boatload of musical instruments are captured by cannibals, he cleverly teaches the natives how to play them rather than cooking him and Pluto. This film was to be a spoof of the popular 1931 MGM film Trader Horn. Pinto Colvig does his “Goofy” voice for the Cannibal chief. The caricatured black cannibals, a conceit used in just about all cartoons featuring similar characters, made this offensive.

Mickey’s Mellerdrammer (1933). Mickey and the gang perform their own low-budget melodrama based on Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 1852 novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin in a barn converted to a theater. Mickey and the gang are in black-face to tell the familiar story in a comedic fashion. Mickey performs both as Uncle Tom and as Topsy. Mickey sticks a firecracker in his mouth, lights it, and when it explodes the ashes paint his face black.

Mickey’s Man Friday (1935). Mickey is shipwrecked on an island of cannibals but rescues one from being eaten whom he names “Friday” just like in the Daniel Defoe 1719 novel Robinson Crusoe. Together they build a booby-trapped stockade to hold off an attack by the tribe and
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Mickey Easter Eggs


Walt Disney Treasures: Mickey Mouse in Black and White (Volume One)


Walt Disney Treasures: Mickey Mouse in Living Color (Volume One)




Walt Disney Treasures: Mickey Mouse in Living Color, (Volume Two)
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Men Behind the Mouse: Roy Williams





Mickey Cartoons: The Only Three Fab Five Cartoons
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Mickey Mouse Theater of the Air Episode Guide






	January 2, 1938: Robin Hood

	January 9, 1938: Snow White Day

	January 16, 1938: Donald Duck’s Band

	January 23, 1938: The River Boat

	January 30, 1938: Ali Baba

	February 6, 1938: South of the Border

	February 13, 1938: Mother Goose and Old King Cole

	February 20, 1938: The Gypsy Band

	February 27, 1938: Cinderella

	March 6, 1938: King Neptune

	March 13, 1938: The Pied Piper

	March 20, 1938: Sleeping Beauty

	March 27, 1938: Ancient China (with a guest appearance by Snow White!)

	April 3, 1938: Mother Goose and the Old Woman in a Shoe

	April 10, 1938: Long John Silver

	April 17, 1938: King Arthur

	April 24, 1938: Who Killed Cock Robin?

	May 1, 1938: Cowboy Show

	May 8, 1938: William Tell

	May 15, 1938: Old MacDonald








Mickey Comics: The Speechless Mickey Comic Strip
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Hollywood Mickey


	“Mickey has a bigger screen following than nine-tenths of the stars in Hollywood,” wrote Hearst newspaper gossip columnist Louella Parsons in 1931.

	In 1933, Mickey Mouse received 800,000 pieces of fan mail, more than any other star in Hollywood.

	Mickey Mouse was the first animated character to receive a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in November 13, 1978, in honor of his 50th birthday that year. It is located at 6925 Hollywood Boulevard in front of Grauman’s Chinese Theater.

	Bela Lugosi, famed for his portrayal of Dracula, had a photo taken with a Charlotte Clark Mickey Mouse doll on Mickey’s fifth birthday in 1933 at the Hollywood Cabaret Restaurant in New York City. In 1935, he had to fill out a press biography for Cameo Pictures Corporation (where he was starring in the film Murder by Television) and one of the questions was his favorite film star. At first, he wrote “none” and then crossed it out and wrote “Mickey Mouse.”

	In the movie The Princess Comes Across (1936), actress Carole Lombard played a Swedish noble woman and when reporters asked who her favorite film star was, she replied, “Meeky Mouse,” always getting a huge laugh from theater audiences.

	Actress Marion Davies, the companion of newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst, threw a Mickey Mouse party at Hearst Castle in San Simeon, California, in the 1930s where all the celebrity guests came dressed as Disney characters. Marion Davies told interviewers that she wanted to “make a motion picture with Mickey.”

	Young actresses Shirley Temple and Jane Withers both had extensive collections of Mickey Mouse dolls in the mid-1930s. Shirley was an official member of the 1930s Mickey Mouse Club and proudly displayed her official certificate in a publicity photo.

	Time magazine for July 21, 1931, stated: “Asked, ‘which is your favorite movie hero?’ Miss Mary Pickford used to reply demurely: ‘Mickey Mouse.’” Pickford’s husband was actor Douglas Fairbanks Sr., one of the inspirations for Mickey Mouse’s character.

	The Seattle Motion Picture Record for February 28, 1931, stated, “Word has come that Charlie Chaplin has requested that his latest production, City Lights, be accompanied wherever possible with a Mickey Mouse cartoon. This unusual request bears upon Chaplin’s high regard for the cartoon character and surety in that his own presentation will meet with greater acclaim after an audience has been amused by Mickey’s antics.”
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Where Do The Stories Come From? ‘Traffic Troubles’ (1931)
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Mickey Cartoons: Ten Mickey Cartoons Never Made





	“Navy Mickey”: Mickey joins the navy (just like Roy O. Disney did during World War I) and has run-ins with an admiral who is a bulldog.

	“Hillbilly Mickey”: In the mountains, moonshiner Pete mistakes newcomer Mickey as a “revenuer” sent to close down his still.

	“Jungle Mickey”: Mickey as a newsreel photographer in darkest Africa.

	“Pilgrim Mickey”: This would have been the only Thanksgiving short ever made by the Disney studio. There were several variations on the story, including Mickey recounting a tall tale to his nephews of how he went hunting for a turkey and ran into Indian trouble.

	“Tanglefoot”: Taking place at a racetrack, Mickey is the owner of a horse with hay fever named Tanglefoot. At the time, Walt owned polo ponies and wanted to develop the personality of the horse as a supporting character since Horace Horsecollar was now a pseudo-human like Goofy.

	“Pluto’s Robot Twin”: Mickey builds a robot dog to show Pluto how a good dog should behave. Unfortunately, the robot goes out of control and Pluto must rescue Mickey from the berserk automaton.

	“Mickey’s Toothache”: Because of an aching tooth, Mickey takes ether at the dentist and falls asleep. He dreams that Dentist Pete takes him to court (where a gigantic wisdom tooth is the judge) and charges Mickey with dental neglect. Mickey confronts creatures that are half animal and half dental instruments in a nightmarish world. Disney artists spent six months coming up with elaborate pencil drawings.

	“Prehistoric Mickey”: The story of caveman Mickey Mouse and dinosaurs.

	“Mickey’s Follies”: Mickey is the host for an elaborate musical revue like the famous Ziegfeld Follies featuring all the standard Disney characters as well as some of the popular ones from the Silly Symphonies.

	“Mickey’s Hotel”: There were at least two versions of this story. One had Goofy and Donald as bumbling bellboys. Another had Mickey running his hotel with robots which, like all robots in animated cartoons, go out of control.



Talking Mickey: Walt on Mickey’s Personality









Men Behind the Mouse: Ub Iwerks











The First Mickey Mouse Ride







Keeps On Ticking


	The very first Mickey Mouse Ingersoll wristwatch was featured at the Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago in 1933 where it outsold the World’s Fair commemorative watch by a three-to-one margin, often selling five thousand watches a day, usually to adults who stood in long lines to purchase one.

	At the 1939 New York World’s Fair, A.W. Robertson, chairman of the board of Westinghouse, and Grover Whalen, president of the 1939 New York World’s Fair, placed a Mickey Mouse wristwatch into a sealed time capsule not to be opened for five thousand years (the year 6939).

	In 1968, comedian Bill (“Jose Jimenez”) Dana gave his new Mickey Mouse wristwatch to astronaut Walter Schirra, who carried it with him on the Apollo 7 spacecraft that orbited the Earth. Astronaut Eugene Cernan wore his Mickey Mouse watch given to him by the commander of the Blue Angels during the 1969 Apollo 10 mission that went to the moon.

	On Wednesday, March 27, 1957, at Disneyland, California, U.S. Time (Timex Corporation) officials presented Walt Disney with the 25-millionth Mickey Mouse watch. By 1946 U.S. Time had absorbed the Ingersoll-Waterbury Clock Company but continued to display the Ingersoll brand on Mickey Mouse watches until 1948.
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Where Do the Stories Come From? ‘Mickey’s Kangaroo’ (1935)
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Mickey Mouse 1935


	The first theatrical Technicolor Mickey Mouse cartoon short, The Band Concert, was released February 1935. The film won the Venice Film Festival Golden Medal for Best Animation. Italian conductor Arturo Toscanini saw it multiple times and invited Walt Disney to his home in Italy to discuss it. Over 468 million tickets were sold to Mickey Mouse cartoons in 1935.

	A 1935 Time magazine article stated: “Anyway, a current survey shows that children don’t think of Mickey as a mouse. A good many of them were asked whether Mickey Mouse is a dog or a cat. Almost half of the tots answered brightly, ‘A cat.’” Even though Mickey’s last name is “Mouse.”

	In 1935, against Disney’s strict policy of not featuring Mickey on anything that would be distasteful to children, Walt allowed Mickey Mouse to promote Scott’s Emulsion, a cod liver oil, but only in South America because of the high incidence of rickets there.

	Worcester, Massachusetts, officially proclaimed May 12, 1935, as Mickey Mouse Day. A Mickey Mouse Mall was set up in front of City Hall. School children, the mayor, and the city council paid homage; restaurants had Mickey Mouse on their tablecloths; clerks had Mickey Mouse on their smocks; and the Boston Herald began its lead editorial: “They are making history today in Worchester. They also made money.”

	In 1935, it was reported that the favorite toys of the famous Dionne quintuplets of Canada were their Mickey Mouse rattles.

	In 1935, Romanian authorities banned Mickey Mouse films from cinemas after they feared that children would be “scared to see a ten-foot mouse in the movie theatre.”

	In 1935, one-third of the population of the small town of Norwich, New York, were earning enough money from overtime just from making Mickey Mouse sweatshirts to support their families. That year, over one million Mickey Mouse sweatshirts were sold.

	The first issue of the newsstand Mickey Mouse Magazine appeared on May 15, 1935, and sold nearly 150,000 copies. It lasted until September 1940 when it was converted into a comic book, Walt Disney’s Comics and Stories.

	The slogan for Mickey Mouse Magazine was “A Fun Book for Children to Read to Grown-ups.” Roy O. Disney told publisher Hal Horne that the slogan was accurate because his young son [Roy E. Disney] spent an entire evening at a polo match reading the first issue and pestering his father by reading him the jokes.

	In 1935, Sam Buchwald, part of the management team of Fleischer Studios who were producing Betty Boop and Popeye short cartoons, told writer Bosley Crowther of the New York Times newspaper: “Familiar cartoon characters rise, have their day of great popularity, and then wane just as real stars do. Although Disney doesn’t say much about it, his lovable Mickey, greatest animated character of all time, is definitely on the way out. And where are Koko the Clown, Mutt and Jeff, and other of those favorites of a bygone era?”



Why Did Mickey Mouse’s Eyes Change?


















Where Do the Stories Come From? ‘The Castaway’ (1931)





Mickey’s First Books


	The first Mickey Mouse book, published in 1930 by Bibo and Lang, was just called Mickey Mouse Book and was more a magazine than a book. It was fifteen pages long with a game and game board as well as a marching song. The main four-page story of how Mickey was kicked out of Mouse Fairyland and then met Walt Disney who made him a star was written by Bobette Bibo, the eleven-year-old daughter of one of the publishers. Roughly 100,000 copies were printed and sold over a six-month span. It sold for fifteen cents.

	The first Mickey Mouse coloring book was produced by the Saalfield Publishing Company of Ohio in 1931. It was an oversized eleven inches by fifteen inches book of thirty pages of drawings and short captions. Some of the drawings were partially colored to aid young artists on appropriate colors to use. Saalfield was also responsible for the first Mickey and Minnie paper doll book.

	Whitman Publishing of Racine, Wisconsin, released its first ten Big Little Books in 1932 and Mickey was the star of one of them. Each book was four inches wide and four-and-a-half inches high and about one-and-a-half inches thick. On one page would be text and on the facing page would be a black-and-white illustration. They only cost a dime.

	Over two dozen different Mickey Mouse Big Little Books were published between 1932 and 1949. The very first Mickey Mouse Book released in 1932 comes in two different cover versions. The first has a crudely drawn Mickey and a Walt Disney signature on the cover while the second version has a more pleasing, standard Mickey without the signature. While the covers and back covers are different, they both retain the same number, #717, and interior design.

	Several Big Little Books published by Whitman Publishing were used as premiums. Mickey Mouse, the Mail Pilot was given away by the American Oil Company and Clark Drugstores. Mickey Mouse Sails for Treasure Island was a premium for Kolynos Dental Cream. Two special editions were produced for Santa at Macy’s Department Store to hand out to children at the holiday season in the Toyland section of the store: Mickey Mouse and Minnie at Macy’s (1934) and Mickey Mouse and Minnie March to Macy’s (1935).

	The first issue of Mickey Mouse Magazine appeared on newsstands on May 15, 1935, and sold nearly 150,000 copies at a dime each (although that first issue sold for a quarter before the ten-cent price became the norm with the second issue when it became a monthly publication). It was typical of the standard children’s magazines of the time, with a mixture of short stories, poems, puzzles, and drawings.



Men Behind the Mouse: Fred Moore













Mickey Imposter: Count Cutelli










Mickey Cartoons: ‘Hollywood Party’

















Minnie Moments






Talking Mickey: Walt on Mickey’s Appearance









Hidden Mickey















Hidden Mickeys You May Have Missed











Fantasmic!












Mickey Cartoons: ‘The Talking Dog’











Mickey At Sea









Mickey Cartoons: ‘From Mouse to Duck’













Mickey Mouse Ears













‘Partners’ Statue















Mickey’s Girlfriend: Minnie Mouse





















Men Behind the Mouse: Floyd Gottfredson















Mickey Mouse Kills King Kong















Mickey Mouse Balloons






Mickey Mouse Revue











Mickey Mouse Costumed Training Instructions (1973)













Brief History of Costumed Theme Park Character

























Men Behind the Mouse: Paul Castle













‘Earforce One’









Mickey Imposter: Mickey at 60













LiMOUSEine









Mickey on ‘The Mickey Mouse Club’ (1955–1958)
















Mickey Cartoons: First Mickey Mouse Animated TV Commercials











Mickey Loves a Parade







Mickey Moments


	In 1949, on the verge of the Korean War, the U.S. Army asked a group of prominent Koreans to suggest what sign over the door of its information center would immediately tell their countrymen it was American. “After a brief consultation, the Koreans’ vote went 100 percent for Mickey Mouse” stated Collier’s magazine, April 9, 1949.

	Excerpts from Mickey Mouse cartoons appeared in movies from other studios. A short clip from Ye Olden Days (1933) is seen at the beginning of the Fox Films My Lips Betray (1933). Republic Pictures Corporation film Michael O’Halloran (1937) features an excerpt from Puppy Love (1933). In Paramount’s Sullivan’s Travels (1941) is an excerpt from Playful Pluto (1934).

	A music colleague approached conductor Leopold Stokowski, who appeared in Fantasia (1940), and said, “I’ll bet you don’t know why I admire you so much. It’s because you’re the only man I know who shook hands with Mickey Mouse!” Stokowski wagged his finger at his friend and replied, “No! No! No! He shook hands with me.”

	In 1937, on his ninth birthday, the Boy Scouts of America bestowed upon Mickey membership in the Cub Scouts.

	At the end of December 1980, Disneyland in Anaheim, California, received an official government letter addressed to Mickey Mouse. Inside was a form letter requesting that Mickey send in his correct birth date information so he could be properly registered for the draft.



Mickey Cartoons: ‘Sorcerer Mickey’












A Dozen Appearances of Sorcerer Mickey



	Every Wednesday on the “Anything Can Happen Day” of the Mickey Mouse Club television show in 1955 entering on a bucking flying carpet.

	The House of Mouse television series including the episode “Mickey and Minnie’s Big Vacation” where he has to save the nightclub from a flood caused by Donald Duck. In Mickey’s House of Villains, Mickey has to transform into Sorcerer Mickey to save the nightclub after it has been taken over by villains like Captain Hook, Jafar and Cruella De Vil.





	Sorcerer Mickey appears in video games like Kingdom Hearts 3D: Dream Drop Distance and Epic Mickey 2: The Power of Two as well as Disney Infinity.





	Sorcerer Mickey was the mascot icon for Walt Disney Home Video and its home video releases beginning in 1987.

	Sorcerer Mickey was also the icon for Walt Disney Imagineering beginning in the late 1990s and continuing until today.

	Sorcerer Mickey is the mascot for the Disney Dream cruise ship launched in 2011 with a full three-dimensional figure of him decorating the stern of the ship along with his mischievous brooms.

	Sorcerer Mickey was the logo for the 25th anniversary celebration of Walt Disney World in 1996.





	A forty-five-foot-tall inflatable Sorcerer Mickey balloon was one of the parade floats for Disneyland’s Party Gras Parade from January 1990 to November 1990 as part of the 35th birthday celebration for the park.

	Sorcerer Mickey was the unofficial mascot of Disney’s Hollywood Studios (formerly Disney-MGM Studios) since Fantasia came out in 1940 and the park was meant to represent the Hollywood of the 1930s and 1940s. A statue of Sorcerer Mickey is in the Mickey’s of Hollywood store on Hollywood Boulevard.

	Sorcerer Mickey appears in the finale of the nighttime entertainment spectacular Fantasmic!

	Unveiled at the end of Hollywood Boulevard at Disney’s Hollywood Studios on October 1, 2001, as part of the “100 Years of Magic Celebration,” was a 100-foot-tall iconic sorcerer hat that Mickey wore in the film Fantasia and which weighed 27 tons.

	As part of the Millennium Celebration in 2000, a twenty-five-story Sorcerer Mickey’s arm and hand that held a gigantic magic wand with “starfetti” was installed next to Spaceship Earth in Epcot.



Men Behind the Mouse: Paul Murry








The Chaplin Mouse











The University of the Air (NBC Radio Broadcast Fall 1948)
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