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Chapter 9: The Lawyer's Office
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She had no idea that the home she was leaving behind was already gone.

Their own flight back was quiet. George stared out the window the whole time. He didn’t speak. Reema worked on a tablet, sending messages. When they landed, a car was waiting. “My lawyer’s office,” Reema told the driver.

George followed her in.

A man in a suit was already there with files. “Mr. Holloway. We’re ready.”

George sat down. The lawyer slid papers across the desk. “These authorize the transfer of all personal profit holdings from your shared accounts into a new, individual account in your name only.” He pointed with a pen. “The operating capital for the firm itself remains untouched. It’s clean.”

“Do it,” George said.

He signed where he was told. It took ten minutes. A lifetime of shared profit, separated with a few strokes of a pen. “The divorce petition is drafted based on the financial disclosure you provided. Given the unequal distribution of past profits favoring your wife, the precedent is clear. You won’t be paying spousal support. In fact, with the right argument, she could be ordered to provide some to you.”

“I don’t want her money,” George said flatly.

“It’s not about wanting. It’s about leverage. It means she has no footing to ask for anything.” The lawyer closed the folder. “The marital home. Sell it, split the equity. You’ll both walk away with enough for a smaller place. A one-bedroom, perhaps.”

It was all so simple. His marriage, dismantled on a legal pad.

“Don’t say a word to her until she’s physically back,” Reema said as they left the building. “Let her walk into the silence.”

George nodded. He felt hollowed out.

“I can’t stay in that house,” he said suddenly. “Not alone with all of it. The waiting would...”

Reema entered the car. “You can stay with me.”

George felt a piece of relief. “Thank you.”

“There’s a condition,” she said, getting in. She looked at him. “You fuck me. Regularly. That’s the rent. That’s the whole deal.”

“Okay,” he said.

The driver pulled into traffic. 

“Good. Then it’s all set up. Now we just wait for the monster to come home.”

The car glided through the city toward Reema’s place.

In the meanwhile, Rita and Marcus' jet landed on a tarmac halfway across the world. Rita followed Marcus into a waiting car. “So what’s the first meeting?” she asked, checking her phone for a message from George. There was nothing.

“It’s not a meeting. It’s a problem,” Marcus said. “There’s a company here that makes plastic components. It’s dying. Four partners, one ran off with the treasury. They’re desperate.”

“And we’re the desperate-person experts?” Rita asked.

“They’ll give forty percent equity to anyone who floats them the cash to survive. Reema and I have wanted this asset for years. The structure is perfect, the location ideal. But we can’t have it.”

“Why not?”

“Because a guy named Eric wants it. Him and his partner, Don. They have more money than God and a reputation for swallowing buyers whole. They can outbid us, out-wait us, and out-muscle us. Our usual pressure points don’t work on them.”

Rita replied. “Marcus, if you and Reema can’t scare someone off, what am I supposed to do? George and I find investors. We don’t fight wars.”

Marcus said. “You meet them. You have a drink with Eric and Don. You’re a specialist in understanding what people want, right? So understand them. Then you tell me how to get them to back off.”

“That’s it? A drink?”

“That’s the start,” he said, as the car pulled under the porte-cochère of a hotel. “The rest depends on you.”

Their suite was large. Marcus dropped his bag and walked straight to her.

He kissed her. His hand went to the back of her neck, holding her still. She kissed him back out of habit, part of the deal, her mind still on the problem of Eric.

Marcus pulled away and went to a cabinet. He opened doors, rifling through minibar bottles and glassware. “Ah,” he said. He came back holding a small bottle of oil.

“What’s that for?” Rita asked.

He didn’t answer. He kissed her again, sucking her lower lip into his mouth, biting it just enough. His hands pushed her jacket off her shoulders. He found the zipper of her dress and pulled it down. The dress pooled at her feet.

“Marcus, the company—"

“Shut up about the company,” he said. “You’re not a consultant right now. You’re my whore. My traveling fuck-toy. That’s the role.”

He cupped her breast, squeezing it hard, and then took her nipple into his mouth. He sucked, then grazed it with his teeth. His other hand slid into her panties, his fingers pushing inside her.

“You’re already wet,” he murmured against her skin. “See? This is what you are. You can’t help it. Business talk gets this cheating cunt dripping.”

“Don’t,” she said.

“Don’t what? Don’t tell the truth?” He pulled his fingers out and brought them to her lips. “Taste it. Taste your own slick. That’s your real talent.”

He popped the cap on the oil bottle.

“What are you doing with that?”

“Making you useful. On your hands and knees. Get on the bed.”

She hesitated for only a second before obeying.

Marcus’s fingers, cold and slippery, touched her there. He rubbed the oil in circles against her most forbidden place. “Relax this pretty little hole for me,” he murmured. “It’s gonna get some use tonight.”

She gasped as a finger probed. Then his head was between her legs from behind, his tongue dragging up her slit.

“That’s it,” he said. “Moan for it. You sound like
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